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PREFACE 

Wovking in the cataloging area in a univers i ty  l i b r a r y  which fol-  

law8 the  Library of Congress c lass i f ica t ion  schems, the author of t h i s  

t e x t  noted in U's catalogs a broad range of topics  and wide d ive r s i t y  

of geographic and epochal or igin  of l i b r a r y  sources,, This led  him t o  

a deeper i n t e r e s t  in both the inner s t ruc ture  and the h i s to r i ca l  aspects 

of the Library of Congresso 

There is no doubt t h a t  the  presence of various l i t e r a r y  materials in  

a l i b r a r y  of modern times can st imulate an investigator t o  seek its his tor-  

i c a l  roo tso  F i r s t  of a l l ,  it was necessary t o  conduct an investigation 

of the  chronological development of the  Library and t o  present some con- 

clusions in regard t o  its professional achievements within the  American 

Nation. 

In order t o  reveal the internat ional  merits of the  Library of Congress 

the  author conducted a more detai led study of i ts  a c t i v i t y  in the various 

spheres of general l ibrarianship,  The method of comparative analysis  of 

the professional a c t i v i t i e s  of a s e r i e s  of l i b r a r i e s  ( p r i m r i l y  American- 

European ones), used in t h i s  experiment, provided the data f o r  conclusions. 

In the process of t h i s  study it was revealed t h a t  the  l e v e l  of profession- 

alism and its outside influences on various areas of internat ional  l ib ra r -  

ianship have already beeome s ign i f ican t ly  marked by a ra ther  e a r l y  stage of 

luxuriant  f lourishingo Ch the  bas i s  of the  data gained, one may a s s e r t  t h a t  

the Library of Congress, by the scope of its professional ac t iv i ty ,  by 

the quant i ta t ive  and qua l i ta t ive  composition of its indus t r ia l  production, 

by i ts cosmopolitan asp i ra t ion  f o r  a detai led service t o  the l i b r a r y  

c l ien te le ,  a s  well  a s  by i ts  technical  adaptation t o  the  needs of a modern 



epoch, outstripped a l l  the leading l ib ra r i e s  in our contemporary world 

and, in such a way, it achieved first place in  the development of inter- 

national l ibrarianship,  

In  order t o  obtain objective data t o  determine the h i s to r i ca l  mean- 

ing of the Library of Congress,the investigator of t h i s  topic concen- 

t ra ted h is  a t tent ion not only on a detection of the h i s to r i ca l  differ-  

ences, but a l so  on the seeking of s imi lar i t ies  i n  the development of the 

l i b r a r i e s  studiedo With t h i s  purpose, in the process of t h i s  research, 

he made a his tor ical ,  explorary excursus in to  the past of several l ibrar ies .  

To gather broader information and t o  follow a h i s to r i ca l  consistency i n  

the study it was necessary t o  begin the exploration from the review of the 

development of Babylonian l ib ra r i e s ,  which arose several centuries before 

Christ. 

The study shoved that ,  although the l ib ra ry  of Congress was founded 

in  the beginning of 19th century, its h i s to r i ca l  development is most 

similar t o  the development of the Alexandrian and the Byzantine Imperial 

Libraries which were founded i n  qui te  different  times. Although the 

s imi lar i ty  between them, a t  f i r s t  view, seemed d i f f i c u l t  t o  perceive, 

it could, however, be discovered i n  the process of the analysis of the 

contents of the appropriate l i t e r a r y  sources, In the summary of t h i s  

search one may conclude tha t  the greatest  s imi lar i ty  i n  the a c t i v i t y  of 

these three l ib ra r i e s  is in the i r  s t r iv ings  fo r  an accumulation of li- 

terary materials-sources from the e a r l i e s t  times of the his tory of man- 

kind -and in  the i r  intention t o  become the most outstanding national, 



bibliographical centerso There is  a l s o  some s imi l a r i t y  i n  the methods 

of the acquis i t ion of l i t e r a t u r e  : from d i f fe ren t  pa r t s  of the  world, 

through individual agents, or  through representatives and special  missions 

in other countries. The s imi l a r i t y  can a l so  be observed in the regis t ra-  

t ion of l i b r a ry  sources through the establishment of standard form of li- 

brary documentation, t h a t  is, catalogs, during the  ear ly  period of t h e i r  

existence, There is  a l so  a s e r i e s  of other s imi l a r i t i e so  Because of the 

s imi l a r i t i e s  between the three l i b r a r i e s  the Alexandrian and the Bysantine 

Imperial Libraries have become a pa r t  of the  contents of t h i s  pamphlet. 

There is no room, i n  such a short  preface, fo r  presentation of more de- 

t a i l ed  in formt ion  on the various aspects of these three l i b ra r i e s ,  There- 

fore,  the reader is referred d i r e c t l y  t o  the t e x t  of the brochure i t s e l f ,  
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B ~ ~ A ~ O T ~ K H  C B~XJXHBH# nWHHHK Y p03BHTKY KYAbTYpH XOXHOrO H a -  
p o ~ y  i ~ 3 a r a n i  B XHTTI K ~ A L T ~ P H O ~ O  c s i ~ y .  Ha ~ y ~ n y  asTopa s ~ x  

A, Onexcaygpiffcm a B i b n i o ~ e ~ a  

3 noraRAy s a x i ~ ~ i x  yvemix UR 6 i d n i o ~ e n a  dyna O A ~ Y  i a  nepuwx, 

IQHX H ~ P O J J ~ B ,  Y ULOMY ~ x p a a  i nonarac s e m x a  aacnyra i Benme 



T ~ X M M  YEIHOM, O A ~ K C ~ H A ~ ~ ~ ~ C L K ~  B i d a i o ~ e x y  3 a C H y B a B  B  yMOB8.X 

r e a n e s i g ~ y  l l ~ o n e ~ i f f  I /Co~ep/  y 2 9 0  poqi AO H a p o A x e H s R  Icyca 

T a  ~ ~ T ~ P ~ T O P ~ B .  O H H ~ C E D  3 I'OAOBHHX ( P Y H x ~ ~ B  TalXMX r P Y R  H ~ Y H O B ~ ~ B  

6 yna nepesipxa T a p e g a r y s a a H c r  npa;qh ~ a a ~ i r n k ~ x  m c s , ~ e ~ m x i ~  ,no- 

wsanrm 3 rouepa, Jienxi ~ a y x o ~ u i ,  WO n p a w ~ a m  T Y T ,  BB=-, QO 

A O C ~ ~ ~ X ~ H H ~ ~ ,  P e A a r y B a s I H R  1 e K C I I e p H M e H T y B a H H R  6 i s m  B U J L H B ~  @YHI<- 

n qi r ,  Hi]i( AiJIRHICa 3 B H V a f f ~ O r 0 ,  C ~ X O ~ O "  BHEtn-aHHR T e o p i f l ,  h e  

grin y c n i m ~ o r o  B m o H a H H f i  T axxx @ y ~ x u i f l  xpa%W~o  no^ pe6 y ~ a n a c ~  

~ o 6 p e  sopr a s i aosa~a  b i 6 J I i o T e K a .  I'OAOBHE~U =sou, s M ~ T O I O  aa-  

6 ecneuemn no~pedw H a y E t o m x  p06 ~ T H E T K ~ B  vy3em ff 6yda c T B o p e H a  



H B ~ X O B I J I B  / N ~ H ~ T o c / ,  B O C T ~ ~ ~ H O  6 y ~  aaam axosam# AXR nepexna- 

IIissiure, o c o 6 m ~ o  n ia  uac qapmsasm I I ~ o n e l a i ~  11-ro, 6 a r a ~ o  is- 

-- -- 
r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m  yMOBMlulCR Ha3HBaTH 3idpaHi 80 K m  a p x ~ i  n a e p y ,  

nanipyca nu neprauexy. nepme H ~ U K H  3 nanipyca, c n p y u y ~ m  y cy~oYe  





T B K C T ~ B ,  H&BlTBKH, IIpH Y O X J M B O C T ~  BOHH 06 ' CJHYB&AW B OJHH TOY. 

a . "Library systan g e t s  its 4 mil l ionth  volumet'. In: Cornell. 
Chronicle, 10 Iday, 1973, p. 7 ,  col- 3; 
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YYTXH rip0 6 i b A i o ~ e ~ y  3 H E l X W T b .  
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 off uac we 3  ~ IAHOIO K ~ J I ~ T ~ P O B  i TOMY ~ i 3 a ~ ~ i f t c b ~ a  a i ~ e p a ~ y p a ,  m y  
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HklX KJIRCHYEFTX P O ~ ~ T ,  6 i a L U I  I'PBIJbKHX, HIX HaTHHCbXElX T B O P ~ B ,  

d yno adepexe~o B Uapropoai, Xova senwxa H ~ ~ L K ~ C T L  ~ a ~ y c ~ p m ~ i ~  



CR B IXOYaTXBX lg-r0 C T O A ~ T T R  IIPOXOAMTb P ~ B H O ~ ~ X H O  3 PO3BHTHOM 

c a o Y  aaiepma~cmoY A e p x a s x .  C n o u a ~ ~ y  qe byna H e s e n a K a  36 ipxa 

Kowpec T a  Y ~ R A  n e p e 6 y ~ a ~ m  B nbm-Eopxy fi @ i n a & e n @ i Y ,  vnem KOH- 





BMKOPHCTOBYBWWCR. 

I? i& uac ~iffm 3 Bemxom B ~ H T ~ H ~ C K I  qi x m x x o ~ i  aGipwi, pasoM 

c o B a  6 i 6 n i o ~ e ~ a  6yaa  T O A ~  3 H u n i e H a  ua&e B C B O G M ~  3 a p o ~ x o ~ i .  

l l i c n ~  s i B m  A a r r  ycnim~oY opr a~i3ariiY HOBOY 6 i 6 a i o ~ e m  Axe@- 

3 BCHYBHHA  HOBO^ K O H ~ ~ ~ C O B O Y  G ~ ~ A ~ O T B X H .  

3 6 i p ~ ~ 1  HOBOCTBOP~HOP b i 6 J I i o T e K S 3 ,  ~ i d b K i C H 0  R X ~ C H O ,  ~ 0 ~ 1 -  

H Y B ~ J I H  H ~ J [  3 6 i p x a ~ ~  nonepe,q~boY 6 i 6 a i o ~ e x w .  B i x  gacy aaxyn- 

AeHHR AX~@@~PCOHIBCLKRX 36ip01~, X H E U ~ K O B ~  H ~ J ~ ~ ~ H H J ?  IIOY&IM 

msYrgxo P O B P O C T ~ T I I C ~ ~  i TOAI n o f i m a a c f i  n o ~ p e 6 a  B d i 6 a i o ~ e x a p i  
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The Librnry of Cotigress "Iron Room" as rebuilt after the fire of 1851. 
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A ~ H T ~ ,  r o ~ e p a ,  M ~ J I ~ T O H ~ ,  B e x o ~ a ,  A ~ M C T O T ~ A R ,  l e ~ ~ e ,  Ule~cnipa,  
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m noxpwsac 8 a x p i ~  a e ~ n i  1 BUIWYC B c061 4 ,  500 000 TOYIB xmr. 
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The famous Main Reading R w m .  
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3 e ,  G. - The Library of - Congress. (New York: Clawn Publi- 
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MacClo~key, X. Our National Att ic .  (New York Richdds 
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Rosen Fress ,  19E8), pp. 76-'13. 

* Gurncy. Op. c i t . ,  p. 39. Taxox AHB. Annual r e p o r t  of We 
Librar ian  of Conzress f o r  1972: Appendix g, 2. 85. 





Annual repor t  of the Libra r im of Congress, ending June g, -- - 
1972, - p. 39. 
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A reader I i , ~ ~ r l  a t  WOI k in the Sla\it KWIII on the fifth 
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odicals, and 1,400 rlercspapers. 
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T a  xe, CT. 39. T&HOB[ A W ~ ,  A. WcLeish. Chawion of a 

Cause ; ESSE~JS, and Addresses - on L i b r a r i m ~ h i p .  (Chicago : American 
Lib ra ry  Ass'n, 19?1), p, 177. 
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~ O P ~ B H R T M C R  C  K o H ~ ~ ~ C O B O M  E i 6 n i o ~ e ~ o 1 0  B  p 0 3 6 y ~ O B i  q y S K e H e y b -  
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