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Bacuav Cameyv

CYYACHT TIMTAHIA YEPAINICBKUX
HAITIOHAJIBHUX IIEPKOB

(Cnoso, euzonoutene na naneni VII Ceimoasozo
Ifonrpecy Yupainyie - Topoumo, 4.XI11.1998 p.)

Jlopori Oparu i cecrpu y Xpucri!

Cnaga Icycy Xpucry!

/I me 3maro momuol IHmOl Hauji, sKa
pitasaca 6 3 Takoio rIMOOKOIO BipoIO i HajicIO,
AK MH, 3 YKPATHCHKOrO POJLY.

Yoke monajn 100 poxis, sax wmami pigyci
npuixam 10 HoBoi kpainm — Kamagu 3i ¢Boimu
30JI0TMMM  MpiAMHM. AJile 3aKuM Jigych TIOCiAB
3CPIO — Bill MEPEXPECTUBCA Ta OMOMMBCA, 00 B
HHOro Oyna cuiabia Bipa i Hajis Ha cBoi cim’i Ta
Ha Hac, Horo HaCHIHUKIB, HOBE MOKOJIHHI.

Bes icTopii, 6e3 npasau, HeMa CLOTOMHI i
neMa Oynyanoct. Be3 posyminms namoi icropil,
XTO MM €, 3BilKM MH, YoMy MU poOUMO Taki
KOJIOCAJIbIE  TOMHJIKM,  CBATKYBAHHSA  HAIIOI
MUHYBINUHH, CHOTOJHI i GYIYIHOCTH BUIJISIAIOTH,
AK NANAXUU, 3aMICTh CBATA PAOCTH.

Hami pmigyci BBazkamm, mo llepksa — 10
HEBII’EMIIA YAaCTUHA IXHBOTO JKUTTA, | BOHM Y
CBOEMY HOBOMY OTOYEHHi, cBOOOJI Ta HOBI




inentmanocti me B 1880 — 1890 pokax
OynyBaJi CBOI LEPKBH, CXONMJIMCh, MOJIWJIIC,
cmiBajy i 9YEKaJIM  CBOIX  YKpaiHChbKHX
CBAIICHUKIB, sfAki O ix oOcayroBysaau. Lla
iMirpanis, nepeBa:KHO Apyre i TPETE NOKOJIHHA
CHHIB i NOY0K, HE Maja Hajil HA CHAJKYBAHHIL.
Bonm ppuixaim i3 3axiguboi  Yepainm  —
lammuunn, Dbykopunu, Bommmi Ta 3 crapoi
Ancrpo-Yropebkoi imnepii. Bonm uekaim nHa
CBOIX CBAUIEHUKIB, W00 NOMOIUTUCH TAaK, SIK
momics Bike 1000 ir.

Jous mux Oynm nocnami wyski micionepu:
Ocubrificoki  €3yiTn,  (ppanmysbki  BacuiinHM,
pociiicbki OaTiomKkn, a Tako:x i npecsitepinncnia
UCPKBA NPUCIAJA CBOIX MicioHepiB  XpecTTH

napox, mo Bxke 1000 JIT MOJIMBCS
Beepuminbomy.

Y Oepesnui 1891 poxy 361 neneraris
Ykpaincbroi I'pexo-KRaromupkoi Llepxnu

3ibpasmcs Ha CoGop y Shamokin, Pennsylvania,
CILIA, Ta poMarajimch CBOIX — yKpPAIHCHKMX
CBsUNCIMEIB i3 3axinuboi Yrpaiim i o0ciayru
rpomajg, y CIOA rta Kamami. ¥ 1901 p. Oymo
npoxanusa peix 10 Murponomura Ulenrunpkoro,
AKMIE TO0DIIAB JIOIIOMOTY HOBHM TpOMAajIaM, aje
Oe3 pesyabraty. ¥ Toii wac Ykpaidcbka I'pexo-
Katosmnpka llepksa Oyna mim ropucamkiieio
panysproro enuckona Emil Legal i3 St. Albert




ta kapauuana Villeneuve 3 Quebec City. lle ne
Oyio B iX iHTEpecax oprami3yBaTH YKpailiIChbKy
katoaunpky llepkBy i3 cBocio  iepapxi€lo.
DykoBunii Taxk camo HeC JliCTANM  CBOIX
YKPATHChKUX TPABOCIABHUX  CBAMEHUKIB, 00
IOPUCAMKILiSL HaI yciMa mpaBocJaBHUMH Oysia B
pykax Pociiicbkoi llepkBu (renep O.C.A. —
Orthodox Church of America) — MockoBcbroro
[laTpisipxary.

bes nonmomoru 3 Epponu, 6e3 cBAmMEHuKin
ta enuckonis, Hami llepkBn mocrasm y
HABBUIANHAX Ta TamKUX obcrapubax. Y 1918
poui Oyna kpusa nocyxu na papmax, Kpusa
inentugnoct, e nosepx 5000 ykpainuis Oysm
3aMKHEHI y TAMKKUX poboumx. tabopax, 060 BOHH
npuixam 3 apcrpiiicbrumu nammoptamu.  ( Miii
oaTbko, cpsamenuk-micionep, me no 1922 poxy
MYCHB IIepllie 3TOJOCUTHCh [0 MOJILii, 3aKuM
ixatu obcryrosysatn napadii). Ipusa Bipu -- 60
yy;ki CHJIH HC XOTIJIM [103BOJUTH 3ACHYBAHINI
yipaiicoknx llepkos. A pociiicbii GaTiomkn Ta
iX MurpononnT 3a00pOHWIM  KaHoHiuHicTh, 060
Hopa 1epKsa Hasupajach Yxpaincnka
Ilpapocnanna Ilepksa. IHaspa ykpainesxka —
ToMy ii 3aGopousum Hamy igenTuadicts. Homy
Bci rak GosTbeA Hac: i wy:ki, | wam mnposix?
Toil, xT0 6Ge3 crpaxy — Toii Bukupae. Tomy
IlepkBa MycuTb CTATH YKPAIHCHKOIO.




lctopia  kaxe, mO Ham  YKPaiHCHKO-
KaHAJICbKUUA MPOBI], MUPIAHU-OCHOBOIOJIOKHUKH,
OyB cuibHuMit i Oe3 cpaAeHuKiB, i 6e3 BIagMK, i
0e3 HAYKOBIIIB, ajie 3 CHJIbHOIO BipoIo.

A 1BOro porky Ta cama pociiichka UepkBa
(0.C.A.) mana csiii Cobop y namiif Komerii cs.
Awnppisi. 1le Tta cama uepxpa, mo sanepeayBalia
HaIy iIeHTUYHICTh Ta KAHOHIYHICTD!

Un mu 3a0yBaemMo, XTO MU € Ta 3 HAKOrO
pony? Craemo BiBIIMH 0es3 nposony? AGo e
ripme — pike ne g0aEMo i 1Mo UepKBa ne noae 3a
pnac. Y llompmi mnomax 160 nammx I'pexo-
KaTomupknx 1[EepKoB 3aMKHEHI -- BHHHIKJIA
npobaemMa 3 JKOHATUMHM  YKPAIHCHKHMM
CBAIEHUKAMM.

Hama Yxpaincoka Ilpasocnasua llepxsa B
Kanapi Oyna xanonivna BiI caMMX IOYATKIB.
Modioni it OCHOBOTIOJIOKHUKH micranu
KanoHivHiCTL Yepe3 narTpispxa Aurioxiiicbioro ta
muTpononuta 'epmanoca, Axuii ogomoBas nanty
ranoniuny LlepkBy mnepuri 9OTHpH pOKH  Ta
BUCBATUB TIEpIMX TPLoxX cpsuenukis  ( Miii
oarbro Oys opHuM i3 nux. Bin Bignpasus nepuy
cpATy JiTypriio 'y Hamiid uepksi y Baiira,
Mauiro6a, 26 Gepesus 1920 p.). To s ppakaio,
MmO  uami  MUTPONOJMTH,  €HUCKONM  Ta
cpmueHUKN  Bei Oy kadomivpi  BijL cammx
HOYATKIB.




Ham ne nmorpiono it po wy:kux — Hi J10
rxoro: ui o Kowcranrunonons, ui jo Pumy, ni
no Mocksu. Hami llepxsu Big 988 poky nci
Oyan  wanoniumi. Tlpasocias’s —  jyxoBicTh
nanmx BIpHUX, HAIIOrO HAPOY.

Y 1965 poui apxuenuckon AteHaropac,
AKMIA niguime crap NaTpiAPXOM
Konecranmunononpebknm,  pasom 3 [lanoio
IMapnoM 3uAB  HPOKJIATIAA, IO JUAIO MUK
Llepkbamun Bin 1054 poxy. Apxucnucrorn
Atenaropac ckasas  kowmicii  Mizkkoneciinoro
3’3y Hamoi Kowmcwcropii (0. n-p Cabuyk,
cywisi Comomon Ta Bacune Camenp), mo Bin
1920 p. Bin  Buspasas  OJIATOCJIOBCHNA

Anrioxiiicbkoro maTtpisipxa, - T4 IO MU —

“INpucriitnnii TPUKJIAJT 151 10O
IIpasocsasuoro Caity”.
MuTpononur T'epmanoc MPUNAHAR

apxuenucrkona loana, sk “rimnoro emuckomna”,
o0 Toit uepebpaB NYXOBHHMII TpOBiH HAIMX
nepkos (CIA Ta HKamamu). Ane OGoporn0y
pO3NOYAJIM MU caMi, TaKk K | 3aBaAM: Ham
tpeba Bopora. flkmo mHema wyoro, TO CBOro
3Haiiiemo.

bBarato repois y icropii wamoi llepknn.
barathox mMu 3maemMo, a 0araTboX 3HAEC JIMINEC
Il'ocops. Mu 3aBKAM MAJM TepoiB:  KO3aKiB,




rerbManis. [le Toit nposig Huni? A womy wuyxki
Hac Tak GoATLCA Ta HAC OOMAHIOIOTH?

Ham wapix Oimpmii, cnpauposanmii, aje
HOBHHIT JIyXOBOCTH Ta BipH, JIaB yCiM ropoxaHam
Kamagm cBobony Bipu ueped cuapHmii “Starr
Wostock case of 1899”7 —  nerajoumii
npeuejienT, Mo HEPKBH HAJICKATH 0 BipHHX.
Ipenepent “coGopuonpasnoctn” — 0e3 MHpPAH,
Oc3 sipnux — nema llepksn.

Yomy wMu wuni Mamm 6 npuiimMati
CHHOJILHICTD — BiIaBATH HAIll MpaBa JyUM
Ta irnopysarty Hamy icropiio? Amxke mu TyT, Y
Ranapi ta y CIUA, ¢ emunumu nepkBamu y
NpaBoCIaBHOMY CBITI, AKI MaloTh
cobopronpasuicts! fI Bipio, mo ue gap boxwnii.
HixTo ne Mae mpaBa NpUXOAUTH Ta po30MBaTH
nami Llepknu: mi rpexu, ni puMJIsnM, Hi MoCKati
i ui coi “pinapernurn”!

Mu mycumo ananiynatu Hami npoOiemn 3
tBepporo  mobos’ro.  Hami  pommui,  minyci,
nodynysaumm 320 nepkon, Hadbyau nonax 40,000
wienis ta mammm 150,000 npuxuabnuiin 3a
nepuux 50 pokip icHysauns. Mu npuitnum na
ke rorope! Ane muni, 30 pokip mismime, na
cpareypanna  80-uitrs nawoi cparoi Llepknn,
MOJIOBHHA THX ICPKOB IHO3aMMKaHi, a jpyra
nosiopuiia — namsnopossii. Hama I{oncucropis
razke, mo Mu mMaemo Gimspro 12,000 wnenis (a




Oinpmicrs 3 HMX y Biwi nouan 65 pokin) na niny
Ranagy. ¥V npeci Oyao nanuwcano, mo oremp
“Yuposcokuii B Amepuni nHa roudepentii 2020
ckazap, mwo Ykpaincbka Harommnpka llepkna y
Kanani 3a 20 poxis 6yne matu necw Gins 40,000
wienis. (A xommen ix Oyno monayx 300,000!).
Kanagepka cramueruka gaske nam, no s anag
€ MOHAJ ONUI MUIBHOH TPOMAJAH YKPATHCLKOrO
HOXOJIPKEHIsI, AKI 3 TOpAICTIO MPU3HAIOTLCA, XTO
Bouu €. [Ilonmosuna 3 mux, abo 500,000 —
YEPaIHCHKOro pony, ajne PO3MOBJIAIOT]
ANTJHICHIOI0O MOBOIO; OJIM3LKO omiici m’sTol, abo
200,000, rosopsith o0oma mosamu; Jmme 4%
yn 40,000, roBOpATH NO-YKPAIHICHKOMY BIOMA.

Honarkoso: y 1931 poui 82%  ykpainuis
Oynn abo karomukamMu ab0 NPaBOCTABHIMM,
Yepes 50 poxis, y 1981 poui - 48%. Jlo poxry
2000 menme, wuisk 20% Oyayrb y namwux
uepksax. To € Ti, HO NIPUMYIOTH HAILy ICTOPIIO
KYJIbTYpPY Ta Haur opraHisariii.

Yomy MM 1mIyKaemMo Hamoro cnacinbg y
yy:kux? Hania, mo BTpavac cBoio pediriio,
KYALTYPY | TPAIMLIL - TYOUTH CBOIO JIyHIY.

Te, mo nami migyci-npeaxu nepepanm Ham,
MM  Mycumo 30epertd, mo0 3axMInaTH HAaImy
uiHmicto.  Ane  TpamuuiAa  KMBA I MYCHTDH
NPUCTOCOBYBATUCH 10 KOMHOI renepanii. Iu mu,
s 1i crapi myou? Jle wama wmiciitnicrs? Ta 3




MIZK CBOIMM MM Maemo nonaj 1 minabpion nammx
nacmjguukis! Bouu ne wyxi, Bonu Hami, pueni,
ramGoKo BipyIOdi, KMBYTL TyT, y CBOilf KpaiHi,
e na gynmi. Tueawi it Tvenyi mammx mimeit —
a0CONLBEHTH HALIMX YKPAIHCLKMX IHKiA.  Yci
BipyIoui, pesiriiimi, ITYKAIOTh 70008,
POIMHNICTD, ajie HAYTb TymH, e BHAXONATH Ty
mobos. A womy ue y wHac? Bei craBasaTh
peJiriiini naTannsA, a Hai HEPKBU MOPOKHIIOTH!
[Ipobnema  npomyrry?  llepksm  BRMBAIOTD
TCePMiHM, JKNX HIXTO He po3yMic i [aioTn
BIIIOBIIb HA 3aNUTH, AKUX HIXTO HE IMTAE:
nemMae  komyHikauii. Mwupamm  kpuyarn, a
CINCKOIH BUXOIATh — HIXTO HIKOro HE CIIyXae.

Hama epa paneka Bin uacis 3acHybamnms
Hamux penirid. Mum xuBemMo B Haiikpamomy
1epiojti JYiA 1iJIOro JIOJCTBA, TA HA HAIIMX 0YaxX,
3a ocranni 90 pokis, nmobGaumim OGiibuie 3MiH,
2Kk 32 BBCCh Yac ICHYBanHsA 1poro Juojpcrsa. Mu
HC KajkeMOo MinATH XpHCTOBY HAayKy, aje
Hapuannsa Tici Hayku Mycuts OyTM y MoOBax i
cr1ocofax TenepimbLoro 3uTTs, moed i crapmi i
MOJIOJIi PO3YMiJIM Ta BipyBain y JoGoB cepuem,
a He CJIOBAMM UM ¥epe3 AKRYCH KOHTPOJIO.

bo Bin cB. llabna iine nwuecanna, mo
LICPKBYM  MYCATb IIPUCTOCOBYBATUCH JI0 KOMKHOL
rpomMaju. Myesrs Oyrn 3minm - yac Ha 3minm.
e momna pami jpymard, mo sax npuilmion y




1epkBy, 1o mepecrynup Ha 90  pokiB nasaj.
Yomy icnye OGap’ep Mmime amBoHOM i BipHMMH?
Yomy obGnaueHHA Ta mapaau BajUIMBIIOi 3a CJIOBO
bo:xxe? TopopiMo Bin cepiysi, He cJioBamMHu, Ta
3aKpiniMo Ty cCOaaIuHy, [M0 HAM Iepeaaju
nipyci!

Mu MOJIMMOCH 34 GUHICTL Bipy i CHIJILHICTD
3 Jlyxom CpBatum. Lle Mmomurosna cuiictn 3
ycima, 60 koxna nepksa — 1o € giM Domwit, i
MH MOJMOCH 3a €QHicTh: OyTH MOJUTOBHO 3
yCIMa XPUCTHLIAMH.

Kinualouu, MOI MiICyMKH Taki:

1. Hami llepksn B Ykpaini 1 B pgiscropi
sapKmu  OyJM KaHOHIYHI uyepe3 BCIO
Hamy icropiio me Big 988 poxy namoro
xpeueHHA. My TIOBHHHI BIVIMHYTH Ha
00’ennanHa BCix ykpaincbkux llepkos,
10 MOJMTOBHOTO €IHAHHA 3a CHACIHHA
HAIIAX JyII, 4 He 3a CHACIHHA Maifna
ta piaagy. Te momuronie o0’ euanus y
HaiGinbIy, naikpamy, Borom
obonaposany, llepkBy y  BChOMY
npapociaBioMy cBiti, sax “Ilpucriiiauii
npuKJaa” UijaoMy CBITOBI.

2. Jlomaratucs TIPOTOJIOINEHHA
Murtponomura JlumkiBcbkoro Ta moHag




1000 3aMydyelnx CIICKOIIB,
CBAICHUKIB Ta BCiX BipHMX, IO
BArMHYJM Bil OONBLIEBUUBKOI PyKH,
MydeHnKaMu Hamol csaTol Llepksu, pas
1 Hapikd. llpnanatm kKaHoHIYHMMM
BucBATH OJsickcanypiiicbkuM npoLecoM.

Mu  paxyemo Tocmopesi 3a  pap
coOOpPHONIPABHOCTH, JI¢ MH  pPas3oM,
MHUPAHU i3 CBAILICHUKAMM Ta
CIIMCKOIIAMH,  CIIUIbHO MOJIAJIMCH 34
Hame CraciiHAg Ta CHaciHHA HAaIoro

HApOJLY.

[lo6 wami Llepksu nosepuymch o
MiciiiHol mpami, Hasgamm JuoGopu Opar
no Opara, wmmiocepsa, ONIKM Haj
CTApIIUMH, XBOPUMH, ITbMH,
CHpPOTAMM, MIlIAHUMU TOAPYHCGKAMH Ta
HemiyHMMHU. MICiHHICTD pO3mMpATH HA
Hamie  yKpaiHChbKke — NOKOJIHHA — Ta
posoynopysatu nami ILlepkpu. Haumi
NpeiKH 33494 Biji HIY0ro, a MM MO
rOTOBOMY 3aYHEMO BiJl BUILIOIO CTYIICILI.
ILle ne nmizno!

daiymkaemo nposin Hammx llepkos,
mo6 BOHM CTAIM HAM TPUCTIHUAM




NPUAKJIAZIOM TAa 3AIHCHIOBAJIM  CJIOBA
Mutpononura Inapiona: “Cayyxumn
Haponosi, To cay:xxutH Borosi”. He
Giiitecb nac, Gepite OynaBy B pyku Ta
NpoBajiTh pa3oM 3 HAMH Y CBOIX
YRPaIHCbKUX LEepKBax!

f1. mobmo cpoio llepkny, cBoio Yipaiuchky
Ipasocnapny Llepksy B Hanani. f1 supic y wmiit,
By<C Jpyra resHepainis, moimioca Iocnopesi 3a
cpoc cnacinus. Icyc Xpueroc mas konocaybily
CHJly y UUIiM cCBiTi, 9ygeca TBOpUB, ajie BiH
JMUIMB HAM OfHYy HalroloBHilIy 3amoBigh —
mobon 10 Opara, ax mo ceGe camoro. Colm
Wilkinson y “Les Miserables” cnibae 1o
moimTBy: “Komm ™1 mokasyem moGos mo Gpara,
TH aUBHIICA Yy 00mmgusn [ocrona™!

Hscyio 3a ysary. Cnasa Icycy Xpucry!

(Yxpaiucore Ilpasocnasue Bparcrno
cs. Bonopumupa)




Presentation by William Sametz at the Religious Round
Table of the Seventh Ukrainian World Congress
December 4, 1998.

Slava Isusu Chrystu (Glory to God), Slava na Vikij
(Glory Forever). I do not know of people of any other
nation who greet each other with such deep faith and hope,
as we Ukrainians.

Over a hundred years ago, our grandparents came to
a new country, Canada, with their golden dreams. Before
our grandfather scattered his seeds of grain, he crossed
himself and prayed, because he had such deep faith and
hope for his family, and for us, his descendants.

Without an understanding of our history, who we
are and where we are from, there is no today or tomorrow.
Why are we making such colossal mistakes? A celebration
of our past, present, and our future appears as a panachyda
instead of a celebration of joy.

Our grandparents always felt that the church was an
integral part of their lives and they, in their new found
freedom and identity, from the early 1880’s and 90’s, built
their churches, met, prayed, sang their hymns, and waited
for their own Ukrainian priests to serve them. This
immigration consisted mainly of the second and third sons
and daughters, for whom there was no chance of inheritance
of family holdings or much future. They came from
Western Ukraine, Halychyna, Bukovina, and Volyn, parts of
the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. They waited for their
own priests, so that they could pray as they have done for
almost a thousand years.




Foreign missionaries were sent to them; Belgian
Jesuits, French Basilians, Russian batushkas, and even the
Presbyterian Church sent missionaries to christianize people
of a nation who had already prayed for over a thousand
years to the Glory of God.

In the month of March 1891, three hundred and sixty
one faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
gathered at a Sobor in Shamokin, Pennsylvania. They
requested their own Ukrainian Catholic priests from
Western Ukraine to serve the new parishes of America and
Canada. In 1901 Metropolitan Sheptysky promised the new
parishes help without tangible results. During this time, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic church was under the jurisdiction
of the French Bishop Emil Legal of St. Albert, and Cardinal
Villeneuve of Quebec City. It was not in the interest of the
Roman Catholic Church to organize the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church under the authority of their own Hierarchy.
Bukovinians also did not get their requested Ukrainian
Orthodox priests, because the jurisdiction of Orthodox
Churches was in the hands of the Russian Orthodox Church
now O.C.A., the Orthodox Church of America.

Without help from Europe, and without priests or
bishops, our churches arose under exceptionally harsh and
difficult conditions. In 1918, there was the crisis of drought
in the prairies and the crisis of identity. Over 5,000
Ukrainians were interned in labour camps, because they
arrived in Canada with Austrian passports.




There was the “crisis of faith”, because outside forces
worked to prevent the establishment of our Ukrainian
Churches. The Russian batushkas, under the orders of the
Russian Metropolitan, forbid canonization of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, because it was designated as the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. The Russians
refused to give us our Ukrainian identity. Why is everyone
afraid of us? He who is without fear achieves his destiny.
That is why our churches must remain Ukrainian.

History tells us that our leadership was strong
without priests and bishops, and with this unrelenting will of
the faithful established their Ukrainian churches. Yet this
same Russian Church, the O.C A, held its last Sobor at St.
Andrew’s College in Winnipeg this year, the same church
that had refused us our identity and canonization. Have we
no shame? Have we forgotten who we are? Have we
forgotten our heritage? Are we now sheep without a
shepherd, or worse, is it that we just don’t care, and that the
church does not care about us, about our soul, our faith,
and our heritage?

Our Ukrainian Orthodox Church was canonical from
its very beginning. Our young founders in 1918 received
canonization from the Patriarch of Antioch. Metropolitan
Germanos headed our canonical church during the first four
years. He raised the first three priests, one of them my
father, who served the first Holy Liturgy of our Church in
Vita, Manitoba on the 26th of March 1920. 1 therefore
regard all of our metropolitans, our bishops, and all of our
priests as always canonical from the very beginning. We do
not need to go elsewhere, neither to Constantinople, to




Rome, to Moscow - to no one. Our churches from 988
were always canonical.

In 1965, Archbishop Athonagoras, who later
became the Patriarch of Constantinople and together with
Pope Paul, removed the excommunication Papal Bull that
existed since 1054, told the Committee for Interfaith of our
Consistory, in the presence of Reverend Dr. Sawchuk,
Justice Solomon, and William Sametz, that we were always
regarded as canonical since 1920. He recognized the
blessing of the Patriarch of Antioch, and that we were “a
pristine example” for the whole Orthodox world.

Metropolitan Germanos accepted Archbishop loan
as “a worthy Bishop” to take over the pastoral leadership of
our church. However, conflict and crisis came from within.
It scems as always, in our history, for conflict you need an
enemy and if one is lacking, we create our own.

There were many heroes in the history of our
church, many we know, and many only God knows.
Ukrainians were always heroes, cossacks, hetmans. Where
is our leadership today? Why does everyone fear us?

Our people, poor, hardworking, full of faith, gave all
the citizens of Canada the freedom of religion through the
famous “Starr-Wostock Case of 1899”, established the legal
precedent that churches belong to the faithful. It established
the precedent of “Sobornopravnist” (the ultimate future of
the church decided by the Sobor of the bishops, priests, and
the faithful together). Without the people, without the
faithful, there is no church.




Why would we today, even consider “Synodalnist”
(the rule of the church by the Synod of Bishops), ignore our
history and give up our rights to anyone, including Patriarch
Filaret, who has no business mixing in and creating disunity
in Canada, and in the United States, propagating his
Synodal system. We know that we in Canada and the
United States are the only Orthodox Churches in the whole
Orthodox world that have the right of “Sobornopravnist”. I
believe that this is a gift given to us by God.

We must analyze our problems with hard love. Our
ancestors built over 320 churches over the first fifty years of
our church, attained over 40,000 members and over 150,000
supporters. Today, thirty years later, on the celebration of
80 years of our Holy Church, half of those churches are
closed and the other half are half-full. Our Consistory tells
us that we now have about 12,000 members in the whole of
Canada, most of them over 65 years of age. In the press,
we read that Reverend Czirowskyj, at the 20 20 conference,
which was held in the United States, stated that the
Canadian Ukrainian Catholic Church in the next 20 years
will have about 40,000 adherents left, from about 300,000.
Canadian statistics tell us that in Canada there are over |
million citizens who proudly say that they are of Ukrainian
descent. However, half of them or about 500,000 speak
only the English language. About one fifth or 200,000
speak both languages after a fashion. Only four percent or
approximately 40,000 speak Ukrainian at home. Add to this
the following numbers: In 1931, 82% of all Canadian
Ukrainians were either Catholic or Orthodox. Fifty years
later by 1981, only 48% were of both faiths. By the year
2000, less than 20% will be in our churches. Yet, these are
the ones that support our history, our culture, and our




organizations. These are catastrophic statistics. I believe
that it is still not too late.

Why do we seek our salvation elsewhere? A nation
that loses its culture, its religion, and traditions , loses its
soul. What our ancestors passed on to us, we must save
and cherish, in order to protect our worth. But traditions
are a living thing and must be adjusted and tuned in to each
successive generation,

Where is our missionary zeal, that spark? We have
over 1 million Ukrainian descendants. They are not
strangers to us. They are better educated, deeply religious,
live here in Canada, not as transients, but as citizens of one
of the finest countries in the world. Thousands upon
thousands of our children, graduates of our Ukrainian
Schools, all deeply religious, full of faith, seeking love and
family, go elsewhere to be accepted and to find this love.
Everyone is asking religious questions, but our churches are
empty. Is it a problem of product? Churches are using
terminology that no one understands, and give answers to
questions no one is asking. There is no communication,
there is no connection.

Our era is far from the times of the establishment of
all of our religions. We are living in the greatest period of
man’s history and we have seen more changes in the past 50
years than in the whole history of man. We are not saying
that we must change the message of Christ, but the
teachings must be in languages and methodology that both
the elderly and the young understand, and that they can feel
love from the heart. From the teachings of St. Paul, it is
written, that the church must adjust to the needs of each




individual parish. There must be change. It is time for
change. We cannot continue to feel that when we come to
church we are stepping through a fifty year time warp. Why
is there this barrier between the Amvon and the faithful?

We must learn to speak from the heart and strengthen that
heritage that our ancestors passed on to us.

We pray for the Unification of Faith through the
Holy Spirit. This means that there is a union through prayer
with everyone. Every church is a house of God. For as we
pray for this Unification of Faith, we pray with all
Christians.

IN SUMMARY:

1. Our churches in the Ukraine and in the Diaspora were
always canonical throughout history. Today we must unite
all Ukrainian Churches in the union of prayer, for the
salvation of our souls, and not the salvation of property and
power. We must strive for the unification of all the
churches in the Ukraine, towards the Union of Faith, to
unite together to form the largest and most formidable
church in the Orthodox world.

2. We must respectfully request that Metropolitan
Lypkiwsky, over 1,000 bishops, priests, and all the faithful
that died under Bolshevism, be declared Holy Martyrs of
our Church, and once and for all recognize the Alexandrian
process as canonical.

3. That we thank God for the gift of “Sobornopravnist” so
that together, the faithful, our priests, and our bishops pray
together for our Salvation and the Salvation of our people.




4. Qur churches must return to become Missionary
churches, to teach love to our brothers and sisters, and do
merciful and charitable works, with our elders, the ill,
children, orphans, and mixed marriages, so that our charity
among our Ukrainian people will activate and strengthen the
rebuilding of our churches and parishes. Our ancestors
started from nothing and built everything for us, in order
that we start our missionary work from a higher plane.

5. We call upon the leaders of our churches to step
forward, and set a sterling example as our role models. “To
serve the people and the nation is to serve God” were the
words of Metropolitan Ilarion.

I love my church. I love my Ukrainian Church. I
love my Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada. 1 grew up
in this church as a second generation praying to God for my
salvation. Jesus Christ had phenomenal power over the
whole world. He created miracles, yet he left us with only
one true commandment: Love. “Love thy brother as
thyself.” Colm Wilkinson in Les Miserables sings this
prayer, “When you show love to your brother, you are
looking into the face of God”.

William Sametz is the son of one of the founding priests of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, the Very
Reverend Dr. Peter and Katherine Sametz. William served
as President of the Ukrainian Professional and Business
Association, President of St. Vladimir’s Sobor in Hamilton,
President of St. Volodymyr’s Cathedral Toronto, member
of the Consistory for 10 years, and Director of St. Andrew’s
College. Currently Mr. Sametz is the Financial Secretary
and Vice President of the Ukrainian World Congress.
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