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UKRAINE

PREFACE

The present volume is the product of research performed in the
Division of the Social Sciences of the University of Chicago, under
contract with Human Relations Area Files, Incorporated, New Haven,
Connecticut.

This volume consists of a number of chapters on various aspects
of Ukrainian life and culture written by several research specialists. It
is not a highly specialized topical monograph, but rather a broad pre-
sentation of materials useful for understanding modern Ukraine.

The data used have been drawn almost entirely from secondary
works. A few personal interviews and regular files of several Ukrainian
newspapers have served as primary sources of information. It has been
impossible to undertake a full-scale program either of interviews of
escapees or of content analysis of the press, because of time and budget
limitations.

Among secondary sources, the two main categories have been
Soviet books and periodicals on the one hand, and Ukrainian emigre
publications on the other. Quite apart from their respective political
biases, both categories of sources suffer from a tendency to present their
data within very specialized frames of reference, which decreases their
pertinence and reliability for more general objective accounts. Thus,
the Soviets treat all social science material within a framework of
Marxism-Leninism-Stalinism, not respecting the divisions observed in
Western scholarship among sociology, politics, economics, etc. The
use of quantitative data in Soviet works is on a different basis from that
used in the West, and makes it difficult to approach problems through
quantitative methods.

Emigre Ukrainian writings are largely preoccupied with questions
of the justice and validity of Ukrainian claims to linguistic, historical and
cultural distinctiveness, and of Ukrainian aspirations to national indepen-
dence. These matters are of interest to the outside observer, of course,
but they are discussed in the Ukrainian emigre press almost to the exclu-

sion of other topics of equal importance and interest.
ix
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Recent American books and articles on Soviet affairs have been
a third category of secondary sources.

Mr. Abraham A. Hurwicz, director of the project, has provided
general guidance to the research, as well as detailed information on
specific points.

Mr. Zarko Bilbija, economist, participated in the preparation of
the sections of economics. Mr. Bohdan R. Bociurkiw, political scientist,
contributed several important sections of the book which deal with
cultural and social matters. Mr. A. Gunder Frank prepared the section
on economics. Mrs. Lucja Gliksman served as consultant and correspondent
in Washington, D.C, Mr. Alec Lipson carried on research for papers
involving use of the Russian and Ukrainian languages. Dr. Benjamin
Nimer wrote the sections on political life. Mr. Leon Novar, political
scientist, wrote the section on demography, as well as several shorter
pieces. Mrs. Frances Fox Piven, as secretary of the project, has not
only managed the clerical aspects of the work, but has contributed
research to several papers. Mr. Donald E. Starsinic performed both the
research and the cartography for the maps. Mr. George Tomashevich,
anthropologist, prepared several papers for the sociological section as
well as sections on folklore and the arts, in collaboration with other
workers. Dr. Philip L. Wagner, geographer, wrote a few short sections,
and acted as assistant director and editor.

All sections have been edited for style and content, but an effort
has been made to respect the mode of expression and the opinions of
authors as far as possible.

Acknowledgments are due to the following persons and institutions
for generous help afforded in preparation of this volume:

Miss Dina Abramowicz, Yivo-Yiddish Scientific Institute, N. Y,;

Dr. Joseph Berliner, National Council for Independent Economic
Research;

Dr. Abraham Brumberg, United States Information Agency;

Miss Halyna Chmury, Chicago;

Dr. Alexander Dallin, Washington, D, C, ;

Dr. John T. Dorosh, The Library of Congress, Washington, D.C,;

Mr. Donald Gordon, Office of Intelligence Research, Washington, D.C. ;

Mr. Kazimierz Grzybowski, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.;

Dr. Vladimir Gsovsky, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.;

Dr. Eric P. Hamp, Department of Linguistics, University of Chicago;
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UKRAINE

Name

The name Ukraine is applied to a large country in the southwestern
part of the U,S.S,R. The inhabitants of the country are called Ukrainians.

The word "Ukraine'" (sometimes used in the form, ‘the Ukraine'),
is equivalent to the Russian " \kpaida'* and the Ukrainian Y kpaiHar
The Ukrainian term differs from the Russian in accenting the penultimate
syllable, which the Russian assimilates in a stressed diphthong; i.e.,
"U-kra-i-na'* as against Russian "Ukrai-na™,

There exists some controversy over the meaning of the name of the
country. The most generally accepted derivation connects it in some way
with the Slavic word 'krai', (''edge"), and with specialized meanings of
this term meaning division or border. In medieval Russian documents the
names "Ukraina' and '"Okraina' were applied to the borderlands, not only
in the area of the present Ukriine, but also in the east.” However, the term
as employed today is used exéluaively as the designation of the large and
distinctive Slavic-speaking community of the southwestern U,S.S.R., and
of its territory.

.+~ Other names for the nation and the territory were used until the
ARevolution of 1917. The name "Ukraine" became official only at that tim/Z
Previously, under the Russian Empire, this area and nation were re- |
ferred to as '"Malorus'" (Maropychb ), "Malorossiia' (Maxpoccus ),
etc. The English equivalent of these terms, often used in the literature,
was "Little Russia",

Usage in the territories outside of the Russian empire favored the
words "Ruthenia', 'Ruthenian", etc., for designating this entity. This
was the official name under the Austro-Hungarian Empire, to which be-
longed a sizeable part of the ethnically Ukrainian lands. The name Ruthe-
nia corresponds to medieval transcriptions of the local native name "Rus'",
'""Rus 'ki", etc., which has the same source ultimately as "Russia' and
"Russian', This word had been applied first, as far as is known, to the

whole East Slavic region under the Kievan state, and has been preserved

-1-
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in most of the East Slavic dialects as a designation of their speakers.

The name Malorus', Malorossiia, and its English translation, Lit-
tle Russia, are highly unpalatable to present-day Ukrainians, and should
be regarded as obsolete. In the case especially of inhabitants of former
Austrian territories, the term Ruthenian is acceptable in English usage,
but Ukraine is the preferable word in general, because of its universal
acceptance by the people of the country.

The areas of East Slavic speech lying on the southern slopes of the
Carpathian mountains present a special case. The people here had re-
ferred to themselves, before the annexation to the U.S.S. R. during and
following World War II, as '""Russkie' ('"Russians''), and to their country
as '"Zakarpatska Rus'''(Trans-Carpathian Rus'). There exists no tradi-
tion of the use of the name '""Ukraina'" or of similar names for these terri-
tories before annexation. However, the trans-Carpathian area has been
made part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, and is now known
sometimes as Carpatho-Ukraine or Trans-Carpathian Ukraine.

It is frequently asserted that the folk dialects of the trans-Carpa-
thian East Slavs are closer to Great Russian dialects than to Ukrainian
ones. A precise determination here is impossible. But the fact that the
people seem to have considered themselves as Russians, rather than
Ukrainians, would indicate the use of some other term than trans-Carpa-
thian Ukraine. Conceivably, Carpathian Ruthenia would be suitable as a

term for this area.

Situation

Ukraine, third in size of the Soviet Republics, lies in the south-
western part of the U,.S,.S.R. It occupies a geographical grid segment
bounded approximately by the parallels of 44°30' and 52°15' North latitude,
and the meridians of 22° and 40°15' East longitude. This position is sim-
ilar to that of the southern half of the Province of Quebec in Canada, with
respect to Equator and Pole.

The Crimean peninsula, recently attached to the Ukrainian S.S.R.,

-2-
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is geographically a separate unit. Without it, most of the Ukraine lies
north of latitude 46° North.

The area of the Ukrainian S.S.R., including Crimea, is 602, 600
square kilometers, or about 243, 200 square miles. This is slightly less
than the area of the State of Texas; the latter, with 267, 000 square miles,
is about 10% larger than Ukraine.

It is about 500 miles from the South of the Crimean peninsula (cit-
ies of Sevastopol' and Yalta) to the northernmost city of Ukraine, Cherni-
gov. From Uzhorod, chief city of the Carpathian region in the far west
of the Republic, to Voroshilovgrad, in the Donets Basin at the extreme
east, is a distance of almost 900 miles.

The Ukrainian S,S,R. is shaped like a large rhomboid (''diamond'"'),
with two sides parallel to the Equator, the other two trending northwest-
southeast, and each almost 500 miles long. The Crimean peninsula dan-
gles from this rhomboid in the center of the southern side, and is itself
shaped like a much smaller square, placed diagonal to the geographical
grid.

The borders of the Ukrainian S,S. R, are as follows:

(a) on the north, Belorussian S.S, R. and the oblast' of Briansk,
velonging to the Russian S, F.S.R, ;

(b) on the northeast, Kursk, Voronezh and Rostov oblasti of the
Russian S.F.S.R.;

(c) on the south, the Sea of Azov in the east, and the Black Sea;

(d) on the southwest, the [Jkrainian border runs from the Danube
River(across which lies Romania), along the Moldavian S.S.R., and up
northward to Hungary and Czechoslovakia;

(e) the '"'rhomboid'' shape of the country is slightly modified in the

west, where Ukraine meets Czechoslovakia and Poland.
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Administrative Divisions

Ukraine is a constituent republic of the U.S.S.R. and is subdivided
into oblast' and raion units like other territory of the Soviet Union. A con-
stitutional article established the Ukraine as a member state of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The administrative unit next in rank below the republic is the
oblast ' (approximately, ""province'" or ""region"). This is a territorial di-
vision which is governed by a local soviet , or council, which is in effect
the agent of higher echelons of political administration. There is a coun-
cil of ministers for the republic, and many of the ministries have repre-
sentatives at oblast' level. The oblast' government has considerable au-
thority in such matters as education, public health, social welfare, agri-
culture, etc.

Each oblast' is divided into several raion units. These may be

compared to the counties of AmericanStates. Raions, too, have their
councils and administrative agencies.

Within the various administrative levels are urban, as well as ru-
ral territories. The urban units, depending on their size and the activi-
ties which characterize them economically, are subordinated to territorial

units of various ranks--directly to oblast' or to raion.

-4-
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In the Ukrainian S.S. R. there is one city directly under the adminis-
tration of the republic government(Kiev), and 74 under oblast' control,
while 186 towns are administered under raion governments. There are in
all 261 cities (as defined by the U.S.S.R. government) and 474 "settle-

ments of urban type''.

There are no longer any subordinate units of administration other

than oblast' and raion (such as the krai, okrug, and autonomous republic

found elsewhere in the U.S.S.R.), within Ukraine. The former Moldavian

A.S.S.R. (autonomous republic) has become a full constituent republic
(S.S.R.) since World War II. -

Relief

Ukraine is a country of extensive plains, formerly covered
mostly with grassland, but in the north with deciduous woods. Some of
the richest soils known are found here, and are the basis for a highly
productive agriculture There are several large cities, and much in-
dustry, especially ferrous metallurgy, is found in the Ukraine.

Structurally, Ukraine is formed by a series of nearly flat mono-
clinal plateaus overlying an ancient crystalline base (the Azov-Podolian
shield). These monoclines tilt gently upward toward the northeast, and
occupy most of the country. There are zones of hills and mountains in
the west and south (Carpathians and Crimean mountains), and an area of
glacially modified topography in the north.

The larger part of Ukraine is formed by great tilted slabs of
land which comprise a nearly level plain, broken here and there by
scarps where a large stream has cut back the edges of the monocline.
Within the plain are gulleys and streams tributary to the main rivers,
but there is no outstanding elevation above the general surface.

The streams that flow through this plain are, from east to west,
the Don, the Donets, the Dnepr, the Dnestr, the Bug and the Prut. They
have relatively few tributaries, and most of their volume is water which

originates outside Ukraine. Each stream has a high right (west) bank
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and a low left bank. The direction of the monoclinal tilt, toward the
southwest, exposes the rock underlying the plain to erosive attrition which
has produced high scarps on one side (cut-bank) and a flat marshy lowland
on the other side of the stream (slip-off slope). This feature is typical

of all rivers in the area.

A few areas of rougher land exist where older hard rock masses
have been exposed. These are notably in the area around Krivoi Rog
and in the Donbas, and again on the northeast Ukrainian border, near
the Kursk- Voronezh region. In the west, along the foothills of the Car-
pathians, there is another area of higher lands around Tarnopol' This
is a country of medium relief but rather rough topography (Volhynian-
Podolian upland).

The Carpathian mountains lie partly within the Ukrainian S.S. R.
There are peaks over 6000 feet high, but most of the range is much low-
er. The Carpathians are much less rugged and steep than the Alps, and
their typical form is rounded, wooded hills of mild slope.

South of the Carpathians a small area of the Hungarian plain be-
longs to the Ukrainian S, S, R.

The Crimea, now annexed to Ukraine, has mountains over a mile
high immediately overlooking its south shores, and a series of lesser
limestone ranges and plateaus descend in step-like regularity to the
Isthmus of Perekop, where it joins the mainland. The northern part of
Crimea, which is made up of plains, is topographically similar to most
parts of Ukraine.

The northern parts of the country show the effects of Pleistocene
glaciation. A large mantle of loess covers about one third of Ukraine, in
the northern sector This is a fine dust deposit associated in some way
with periglacial events. Similarly, in the district of- Polesie, on the ex-
treme north, there are such forms as ground moraine and outwash plains,
rudimentary drainage and other marks of former glaciation. Polesie has

much in common with the Belorussian S.S. R.
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Climate

The country has a markedly continental climate with strong season-
al temperature contrasts and moderate to slight precipitation, distributed
in all seasons, but with summer maxima. There is considerable diversi-
ty of climatic types within Ukraine.

In almost all of the country the annual march of temperature fol-
lows a single pattern. The winter is cold, the summer hot. The coldest
period is in January and February, the warmest in July and August. The
spring and fall seasons of moderate temperature are extremely short.

Temperatures vary according to distance from the sea, but the
influence of the Atlantic is far more important than that of the Black Sea,
because of wind directions. The isotherms (lines of equal temperature
values) run from northwest to southeast in all seasons. This is also in-
fluenced by the pressure situation, which is expressed in prevalent wind
directions from north to southeast during most of the year; the air which
reaches the Ukraine is therefore low in humidity and extreme in tempera-
ture, being of continental origin for the most part.

It should be remarked that one small region, the Crimean coast,
possesses a distinctive climate. Here the climate is maritime, being
strongly influenced by the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Tempera-
tures are much less extreme, the winter is relatively warm and the sum-
mer warm but not so hot as in the rest of the country. Precipitation is
concentrated in winter, and the months from July through September are
without rainfall.

Precipitation is derived from the westerlies and from convection
occurring in summer air masses. The cyclonic precipitation occurs at
all seasons, but mostly in winter, while the convective rains, which con-
tribute the greatest part of the total precipitation, occur in the hot months
of summer. Rainfall is greatest in the northwest and in the Carpathians,
decreasing southeastward.

The precipitation of the winter months is in the form of snow. The

snow blanket remains for about four to five months in Polesie, and is

-7-
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sporadic and short-lived in the south. Snow falls everywhere in the coun-
try (including Crimea) at least a few times in most years.

Sleet storms occur in late winter and early spring, and some of
the convectional storms of summer produce hail, which often does great
damage to standing crops.

Winds ar; of great significance in Ukrainian weather. This is
best understood in terms of pressure distributions. In winter, Ukraine
lies at the southwestern edge of a great continental high pressure cell,
from which winds blow outward and reach the country from a northerly
to easterly direction, bringing very dry and cold continental air.
Summer winds are controlled by the presence of a large center of low
pressure in Western Asia, which sets up a wind system producing
northerly winds in Ukraine in summer.

The strong winds of winter make snowdrifts a common element
in the Ukrainian winter landscape, and so impede traffic and work.
Often a northeasterly wind blows which, because of its very low humidity,
causes the snow to sublimate, and so robs the fields of needed moisture.
Such dry, '"snow-eating'" winds, known as '""sukhovei’, are a serious
handicap for agriculture in this land of critical moisture supply.

In summer, hot desert air, often loaded with dust, reaches
Ukraine from time to time, drying out the growing crops and the soil.

The rivers of Ukraine are blocked by ice for about three months
at their mouths, and longer in their upper courses, so that navigation
is halted. The ports of the Sea of Azov, and even of the Black Sea,
freeze over for a month or more every year,

Ukrainian agriculture is highly developed, and enjoys great
advantages in rich soils and favorable topo;:raphy, but is somewhat
handicapped by weather factors. (It should be borne in mind that all
of Ukraine, as noted above, lies poleward of latitude 440 N). The
growing season is rather short; precipitation is barely sufficient in
most places; evaporation is high; precipitation shows a high index of

annual variability; dry winds remove some of the moisture gained from
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precipitation; the precipitation maxima occur in the months of field
work and harvest. The freezing of rivers and ports hinders all aspects
of the economy by interfering with water transport. However, the
Ukraine enjoys in general the most favorable climatic conditions for

agriculture of any of the large regions of the U.S.S.R.

Vegetation

Ukraine includes within its borders a great range of vegefa.tion
types, which form an orderly series, with gradual transitions, from
sphagnum swamps and coniferous forests in Polesie, in the extreme
northwest of the country, to arid steppe grasslands and semi-desert
in the southeast. There is a complementary gradation from broadleaf
deciduous woods in the west and southwest joward coniferous forest
and insular pine-thickets (ir the steppe) in the east.

The forests of northern Ukraine--the Pripiat' region-- are
composed of dense stands of coniferous forest, fir, pine and spruce
alternating with expanses of wet swamp, in which sedges, mosses and
bush plants predominate. The westerly parts of this region are notable
for the presence of groves of broadleaf deciduous trees--maple, ash,
alder, birch, beech, linden, oak, hornbeam=--on the better drained
soils, Alder and willow are also found growing in the swamplands,

Waterlogged lands become less common southward, the swamp
vegetation disappears, and conifers give way to deciduous woods of
oak, maple, beech, etc. The broadleaf deciduous woodland is best
develdped in the western parts of the country, where it fills the area
from the slopes of the Carpathians north and east to about Kiev. In
its eastern section this vegetation region is not so fully represented,
for here it narrows, disappearing entirely near the Volga. Between
the area of Polesie and a line running through Kiev and Kharkov (about
latitude 509 N), the vegetation may be considered as a transition between
the forests of the north and west (coniferous and deciduous, respectively)

on the one hand, and the grasslands of the steppe on the other,
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This area, in which the forest is represented by discontinusus patches
mixed with grasslands, is known as the forest-steppe ('lesosiep'";.
The forest-steppe has been very much altered by human occupance,
and it is difficult to say whether or not forest at one time covered the
entire area. Today, at any rate, most of the land is in plowlands and
pasture, and the patches of woods are small and scattered.

The steppe begins south of Kiev and Kharkov. It is a "sea of
grass"™, in which a few species of the grass family, dicot and monocot
herbs compose the whole cover; the species represented vary some-
what locally, but are not very numerous in any one place. The steppe
vegetation forms a continuous cover of thick sod, whose aspect varies
greatly with the season; it is a solid expanse of bloom when the herbs
flower in spring and early summer; later it is seen as a tawny carpet
of dry grass; in winter the steppe is a smooth surface covered with a
blanket of snow, With the level or gently undulating topography of the
country, this vegetation produces an impression of immense open space,
which has often been commented on by writers who saw it, Today,
however, almost all of the steppe is plowed and planted to grain and
industrial crops, and while the cultivated fields preserve much of the
look of the wild steppe, some of the picturesqueness of spring flowering
and trackless space are lost.

Southeastward, the steppe becomes drier, the grasses and herbs
become shorter and more sparse, and the sod less dense. Along the
Black Sea coasts and near the lower Don, where the climate is increas-
ingly more arid, the steppe vegetation of tall grass is replaced by
short grass prairies,

The Crimean peninsula is covered on its northern slopes--by
far the largest part of its area--with steppe and short grass prairie.
On the high mountains overlooking the sea, a very sparse vegetation
of pines, succulent herbs and grasses occurs. The south and west
coastal lowlands, with the adjacent steep slopes, have a vegetation of
the Mediterranean type, that is, open park-like groves of large deciduous
or evergreen broadleaf trees with grassy patches intermingled, as well

as chaparral--complexes of many species of drought resistant woody
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shrubs, growing to a height of three to six feet, densely spaced and with
no ground cover between them. The chaparral forms a solid growth,
especially on the lower hills. In addition to the wild vegetation, the
Crimea possesses a semi-naturalized vegetation of ornamental plants
and escapes brought in from other mediterranean and even tropical
lands -- groves of acacia, eucalyptus, myrtle, cactus, etc.

The western forests, above all those of the Carpathian mountains,
are rich in broadleaf deciduous species, including oak, maple, hornbeam,
ash, beech, alder, birch, etc., as well as tall stands of fir, spruce
and pine at higher elevations, and low-growing juniper and meadows
in the highest parts.

These forests are best preserved in the rough country of the
Carpathian foothills, the mountains themselves, and the Volhynian-
Podolian upland. The typical species of the western forest disappear
one by one toward the east, and the areal expression of this type of
forest decreases rapidly in that direction,

The forests of Ukraine are in general best preserved in the
northern swampy region of Polesie, and in the Carpathians, The
country as a whole is largely devoted to agriculture; Ukraine has the
largest percentage of its total area in cultivation among all Soviet
republics (nearly 80%). Only where rough topography or poor drainage
impede agricultural development has natural vegetation survived. The
steppe and prairie regions, as well as the forest-steppe, have been
occupied almost completely by agriculture., (There are a few large
natural preserves of steppe vegetation as it existed in former times,
which have been maintained intact since long before the Revolution of
1917,)

Soils

The soils of Ukraine vary in a regular series from acid marsh
soils and podzolized forest soils in the northwest (Polesie) on the one

extreme to prairie and semi-desert soils in the southeast on the other.
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The marshes of the Pripiat' region and Polesie contain black,
acid soils rich in undecomposed organic matter and very low in
exchangeable bases. The '"s0il® material of the swamps is often not
a true soil, but only an accumulation of peaty deposits, which are
waterlogged and totally useless for agriculture. Where there is a
true soil, it is acid and infertile, with a dense clay layer, filled with
iron concretions beneath the raw humic materials,

The northern forest regions of Ukraine have podzols and
podzolized forest soils, in which all of the minerals except silica
have been washed out of the upper layers, and a compact, impermeable
layer of clay, with iron concretions, is found beneath. These soils
are poor for agriculture, being acid in reaction and poor in mineral
nutrients, as well as possessing poor drainage, The degree of
podzolization (leaching of minerals from the soil) decreases south-
ward, and the brown podzolized forest soils which extend into the
forest-steppe and also take up the main area of the forested Western
Ukraine are more suited to agriculture than the podzols proper.

The brown forest soils give way to the rich, fertile chernozem
(Russian: 'black earth") soil south of latitude 50° N. This is
probably the best of all soils for most kinds of field agriculture. It

is rich in minerals, neutral to slightly basic in reaction, and provided
with abundant humus at the same time. The chemical and mechanical
composition produces an easily worked, moisture conserving, fertile

agricultural soil. On the chernozem in Ukraine, as well as in other

countries -- Canada, U.S.A., Argentina, Manchuria -- have
developed the great productive areas for commercial grains. The

largest continuous area of chernozem in the world occurs in the

U.S.S,R., and Ukraine includes the greatest part of it,

South and east of the area of the chernozemlies the area of

chestnut-colored prairie soils, which are less rich in humus than the

chernozem, but very rich in calcium (which gives them a structure

favorable to cultivation), and rich in nutrient minerals. These soils
are also the basis of very successful grain agriculture.

Beyond the chestnut soils are some soil types belonging to
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more arid lands, with an increasing percentage of salinity, and very
low content of organic matter, This area is also mostly under cultivation,
but because of soil and weather conditions is a country of marginal
agriculture, like the western Plains of the United States, in which there
is always great risk involved in agricultural operations.

The soils of the Carpathians and of the Crimean mountains are
of the many specialized sorts peculiar to mountain regions, and are
not utilized to any great degree for agricultural purposes,

On the southern and western coasts of Crimea there are soils
of the subtropical red and yellow earth group, which are rather poor
in organic matter, and composed mostly of dense, iron-bearing clays.
These are supposed by some writers to be produced by loss of a more
fertile former superior layer which has been washed away. The red
and yellow soils alternate with light brown forest soils with a high
content of lime, for much of the rock material in Crimea is limestone.

The chernozem and prairie soils of Ukraine are one of the most

valuable natural resources possessed by the U.S.S.R. It was in
large part the grain surplus produced in this area of rich soils which
was used to finance the capital expansion of the Soviet economy in its

first two decades of existence,

Asric ulture

Agriculture in Ukraine is favored by level topography and rich
soils, Mechanization is extensive, and agricultural techniques in
Ukraine are probably on the whole the most advanced in the U.S.S.R.
The chief crops are wheat, rye, maize, sugar beets, cotton, hemp,
potatoes, sunflower, poppy, legumes, and dairy products.

The most important agricultural region is the "Old Ukraine"
(on both sides of the Dnepr, aroung Kiev and Kharkov), together with
the southern part of the cauntry, once known as "New Russia', - Around
the edges of Ukraine are found areas of specializatioa in agriculture.
The more humid areas of Polesie and Volhynia produce rye, potatoes,

flax, hemp and dairy products. Galicia and Podolia, in the southwest,
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produce especially potatoes and grains, The Carpathian mountains are
a center of livestock raising, while the trans-Carpathian region produces
wheat, maize, grapes, and fruit, and even tea plantations are being
established there. Bessarabia is known for fruits, grapes, tobacco,
maize and wheat. The Crimean coast has a well estahlished intensive
horticulture, with tobacco, sub-tropical fruit, and wine grapes; while
the Crimean mountains and steppes are livestock areas, Cotton pro-
duction is centered in the southeast of the republic, where there are
large irrigation projects, but much cotton is grown without irrigation.

By far the main crop of the country is wheat. Ukraine is one of

the most important grain producing countries of the world, and forms

with the nearby Kuban, Russian chernozem and Volga regions, the

largest grain area of the Soviet Union. The wheat land of Ukraine is
one of the most precious resources of the U.S.S.R.

Ukrainian wheat is mostly of the winter type, sown in fall to lie
under the snow and germinate in spring. Most of the grain is of bread
varieties, often locally developed. It is consumed almost entirely
within the U.S.S.R.

Barley and rye, hardier than wheat, are also produced in large
quantities, These grains are grown mostly where conditions are not
suitable for wheat--rye in the humid and cool region of the north, barley
in the arid southeast, the Carpathians, etc. They are used for baking,
brewing, alcohol production, and also as fodder crops.

A certain amount of rice is now being produced in the south of
the Ukraine, and there are ambitious plans for increasing rice gro-
duction. Maize is produced, especially in the southwest, for fodder,
meal and industrial uses.

Potatoes, a very major crop, are grown especially on heavier
soils and in cooler climates. They form a large part of agricultural
production in Polesie and Podolia especially. Potatoes are used
directly as food and in the distillation of alcohol.

Such oil and fiber crops as hemp, flax, sunflower, and poppy

are prominent among Ukrainian products.
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There is a very large development of sugar beet growing, and
Ukraine furnishes most of the Soviet sugar supply. This is the sort of
industrial crop whose development is strongly favored by Soviet golicy.

Soy beans are another major industrial crop, widely grown in
Ukraine. Cotton acreage has been increasing very rapidlv, especially
in connection with irrigation, for both oil and fiber. Another impor:ant

class of industrial crops is the latex group, of which kok-sagyz and

guayule are the most important. There are also plantations of sucn
things as tung trees (for oil), medicinals, and spice planis. FPractically
all of these industrial crops are processed within Ukraine, and support
a considerable industry.

Fruit and vegetable production occupies two sorts of situations--
specialized horticultural districts, producing grapes, figs, citrus fruits,
deciduous fruits (apples, plums, cherries, etc.), and trucik garden belts
near the large cities. The chief truck crops are cabbages, tomatoes,
cucumbers, melons, beans and peas, beets, carrots, oniors. In addition
there are field plantings of beans and peas for drying.

There are several kinds of livestock raising. Dairy farming,
with sown pastures and cultivated winter fodder (alfalfa, clover, grasses)
is found in the north and near the large cities. Beef production is
carried on in the mountains of the Carpathians and Crimea under a semi-
migratory pattern with utilization of seasonal pastures, and on large

livestock "ranch'" kolkhozes (collective farms), especially in the dry

southeast.

Pig raising is characteristic in the western and northern parts
of the country. In most of Ukraine, pigs are raised on maize, other
grains, and potatoes, but in places in the southwest they are fed partly
on acorns.

Sheep are raised especially by semi-migrant herders in the
Carpathian and Crimean mountains, chiefly for wool. There are also
some sheep ''ranches'" in the southeast.

Poultry are kept in all of the Ukrainian villages, and numerous

collective farms have specialized poultry production units,
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About seventy percent of the total land surface of Ukraine is
tillable, and another 10% more or less is used for meadows and pastures,
These are the highest percentages in any Soviet republic. Of this 70% of
surface, some 80% is actually used for cropland. '

Ukrainian agriculture follows in part the traditional three-field
system, with one field fallow, one in a winter grain cfop (mostly wheat),
and one in a spring crop. Fallowing usually involves some cultivation.
It is used to conserve moisture supply and to reduce weed infestation,
About a quarter of the agricultural land is fallow at any one time,

Ukrainian agriculture is carried on in large kolkhoz (collective
farm) and sovkhoz(state farm) units, and is highly mechanized. These
two features--large scale operations and advanced technology--repeat
characteristics of Ukrainian agriculture of pre-Revolutionary times,
but have been greatly extended under Soviet rule,

" The collectivization is very nearly 100% in the country, but this
was achieved at great cost in lives and capital. Political and social
unrest were associated with the collectivization drive, which began in
the early thirties, and many hundreds of thousands of persons were
liquidated or deported in connection with it, There was a catastrophic
decline in numbers of livestock, a drop in grain production, and
destruction of much valuable equipment,

Gasoline, diesel and even electric power are used to run tractors,
harvesters, and other machinery. Much of the equipment for farming
is furnished by special machine and tractor stations (MTS) and
operated by their personnel. The mechanization of agriculture was
fostered by very large state farm units, experimental and demonstration
stations, and is now supported by the MTS.

Better agricultural technique is a chief concern of the Soviets. There
are many research and demonstration centers which develop new crop
varieties, insecticides, fertilizers, etc., and experiment with seed
preparation, weed control, harvest and storage techniques, One of
the chief ideological positions of Soviet Communism is of special
application to agriculture: the concept of 'the transformation of

nature'" by man, State policy is based on a belief that man's control
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of nature can increase productivity to a measure yet undreamed of,
that there is virtually no limit of the capacity of the earth to support
human population increase,. and that the proper meaning of science
lies in its application to achieving ever greater -‘"™triumphs in the struggle
/\!{_i)..nature".
= Great attention is being directed recently to artificial adjustment of
water supply and soil moisture, Irrigation projects are built or under
construction in several places in Ukraine. In Polesie there is a program
for drainage of waterlogged lands, Many measures are being applied
also to halt loss of moisture from soils: planting of shelter belts of

trees to cut down losses of moisture from the dry #gukhovei!' winds

and to protect snow cover; arresting and filling in of gullies to halt
lateral moisture loss; various new rotational crop and cover plantings;
s0il conditioning by new techniques of cultivation; etc.

The standard of living of the agricultural population in many regards
is below that of the urban workers, and agriculture is in effect exploited
for the benefit of industrialization and urbanization. The announced
aim of the Soviets is to erase the social and technological differences
between city and country, by 'urbanizing' agriculture.

Forests cover only a small part of the surface of Ukraine, but
despite their insignificance compared to the total forested area of the
U.S.S.R., the Ukrainian forests furnish a sizable volume of lumber and
other forest products. Exploitation is centered in Polesie and parts of
Volhynia, for softwoods and pulp, and in the Carpathians and Bukovina
for hardwoods of high quality. Several of the towns of these regions
have important saw mills, pulp factories, and chemical plants processing
wood products. A considerable amount of lumber is floated down

some of the rivers from cutting areas.

Industry

The country's great mineral riches are on a scale of world sig-
nificance. Chief among them are coal, iron, manganese, nickel,

natural gas, phosphates, sulfur, salt, limestone and building stone.
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The Donbas (Donets River Basin), at the eastern extremity of
Ukraine, is the largest single coal producing area of the U.S.S.R., and
second in terms of known regserves. Donbas coal has been exploited
since early in the nineteenth century, and today forms a basis for
heavy metallurgy in Ukraine and even in other regions of the U.S.S.R.,
bein g also the primary source of fuel used on railroads of the European
part of the Soviet Union, and in much medium and light industry,
thermo-electric plants, chemical industries, etc.

The coal of the Donbas is of moderate to very good coking qualities,
relatively low in sulfur and phosphorus, so that it is an excellent
metallurgical coal. It is used in local metallurgical plants with iron
ore from Krivoi Rog and Kerch (in Crimea), and also in plants at those
points, allowing two way exchange of raw material. There is associated
a good supply of limestone, and manganese is available at Nikopol'
nearby.

Ukrainian iron comes from two principal areas: the Krivoi Rog
region, on the Dnepr, and Kerch, at the eastern end of the Crimean
peninsula. The mines of Krivoi Rog were the first to be worked on a
large scale in the Russian Empire (from about 1830), and are still the
largest single supplier of ore. The Krivoi Rog ore is among the highest
in iron and freest of impurities in the U.S.S.R. Kerch has large
amounts of ore, in convenient coastal location, but it is sulfurous and
of lower grade than Krivoi Rog ore.

Some of the largest manganese deposits in the world, and the main
Soviet supply of this metal, occur around Nikopol', just south of
Krivoi Rog. The metal is critical for many special steels and other
alloys.

Limestone, which is vital for the smelting of iron and in other
metallurgical operations, as well as in sugar-refining, is plentiful and
of good quality in the middle Don region, near the coal deposits. There
are also clays here especially suitable for lining metallurgical furnaces.

Nickel is produced areound Mariupol' in smallamounts. There is
some antimony produced near Dnepropetrovsk, and phosphates are

mined in the southwest.
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Natural gas is present in good quantities, along with much smaller
amounts of liquid hydrocarbons, around Stanislav and Dashava in
southern Galicia. A pipeline has been completed recently to bring gas
for industrial use as far as Kiev from these fields,

Salt is mined in Galicia and Podolia, and recovered by evaporation
around the Sea of Azov. - Sulfur is exploited in the latter area, .

Granite for building stone is quarried in Podolia, from exposures
of the pre-Cambrian system, Some choice limestones for building
are obtained from the Crimean mountains, On the whole, Ukraine is
poorly supplied with building stone, like most of the European U.S.S.R.
and western Siberia. There are earths of ceramic properties, however,
for brick, tile, and pottery,

Ukrainian heavy industry includes some of the most important
industrial complexes in the Soviet Union. It is centered in two places:
the Donets Basin or Donbas, and the middle Dnepr region (Zaporozh'e,
Krivoi Rog). There is a group of lesser centers--Kerch, Nikopol',
etc. --in connection with particular mineral deposits,.

The Donbas is the largest center of heavy metallurgy in the
U.S.S.R. With local coking coals, iron ore from Krivoi Rog, Kerch,
and Magnitogorsk in the Urals, manganese from Nikopol'!, alloy metals
from the Caucasus and the Urals, and local limestone, this concentra-
tion of many large blast furnaces, rolling mills, etc., produces a
large part of the total iron and steel of the U.S.S.R. (around 20%).
The main producing centers are Voroshilovgrad, Stalino, Makeevka,
Gorlovka, Knostantinovka, Associated with the mills are fabricating
plants for machine tools, railroad equipment, pipe, etc.

Around Krivoi Rog is another heavy metallurgical center, which
produces its own iron ore and imports other raw materials. An
exchange systermn exists in raw material shipments between Krivoi Rog
and the Donbas,

Along the Dnepr, the large hydroelectric projects have favored the
dewlopment of diversified industries in which electric power is
important., Here are located aluminum factories, copper smelters,

machine-building plants, electrical equipment factories, chemical plants,
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etc.

The larger cities of the Ukraine have industrial plants of many
kinds., Kiev and Kharkov are important for machine tools, agricultural
equipment, clothing and textiles, food products, building materials,
chemicals, etc.

/ M:ny of the second rank cities, like L'vov, Tarnopol', Vinnitsa,
!/Kirovgrad, Nikolaev, Kherson, Kremenchug, Lutsk, Sumy and Zhdanov
/ have specialized industries based on local resources. The western
cities--chief among them Vinnitsa--produce sugar from beets grown
nearby. Throughout Ukraine, smaller centers have flour mills,
elevators, distilleries, etc., using locally grown grains, Textile mills
. are found especially in the west and north of the country, and chemical

and light metal plants in the south and east,

Tranaeort

Ukraine has the best railroad net in the U.S.S.R. in proportion to
its total area, and good ports on the Black Sea.

There are eight major east-west routes, and nine north-s outh
systems serving the country, apart from short local lines., Feeder
lines and branches connect the main lines one with another, making a
single unified network,

Roads are not nearly so well developed as railroads. Kiev is
connected with Moscow by an all-weather road which runs through
Gomel', and which extends southward through Ukraine to Zhitomir-
Vinnitsa, and Mogilev-Podol'skii to Kishinev and Odessa, another
branch runs through Uman and Pervomaisk to Nikolaev, Another good
motor road runs through Kharkov and Zaporozh'e into Crimea,
terminating at Simferopol’.

Other highways are unpaved outside of thetowns, and often in-
transitable for part of the year.

The Dnepr is the only river of Ukraine navigable by large vessels
for any distance. Kiev lies at the upstream terminus of navigation. The

Dnestr and the Don are navigable for short distances.
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Ukraine is thus a lowland country with much of its area formerly
in grassland, possessing great mineral wealth, and a highly developed

industry, rich agricultural resources, and good communications,
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Distribution of PoLula.tion

HAN_]1c

The great variations in population density throughout Ukraine!
reflect the unevenness of population distribution. 2 In general, the most
highly industrialized areas and those with the most extensive agricultural
development contain the highest concentration of population. Such
regions exist at the foot of the Carpathian mountains in the Chernovtsy,
Stanislav, and Drogobych oblasts, and in the rich agricultural oblasts

of Tarnopol, L'vov>

, Khmel'nits'ky (formerly Kamenets-Podolskii),
Vinnitsa, Kiev, and Cherkassy (formerly part of Kiev oblast). The
latter four oblasts comprise the original area of settlement of the
Ukrainian people and are the agricultural heartland of the Republic.
The Donbas (Stalino and Voroshilovgrad oblasts) has greater local
concentrations of people but fluctuates more widely than the western
_ agricultural oblasts.

Resembling the Donbas in composition and location of population
are the northern part of Zaporozh'e oblast and Dnepropetrovsk oblast.

Here very high local concentrations characterize the industrial sections

1. -Shabad, Geography of the U,S.S.R. pp. 204-07, 434-463, is the
basis for this section. See also Bolshaia Sovet. Entsik., S.S.R., (1948),
col. 1809; Baranskii, op. cit. , p. 212

2. - Balzak et. al., Economic Geography of the U.S.S.R.,pp. 167-173,
discuss the distribution of population under capitalism and under
communism and concludes that while the former leads to great unevenness
of distribution the latter makes for a more or less uniform distribution of
both productive forces and people.

3. - These five oblasts are part of the eight formed from the annexed
Polish, Czech, and Rumanian territories--the Western Ukraine,
Although predominantly agricultural -they still had a higher average
population density than the Ukrainian S, S, R, had in 1939. Lorimer,
The Population of the U,S,S.R., p. 187.
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with rather abrunt dectir« = 1. ireas somewheat fart-~1 froin the urban
industrial districts.

Somewhat less thickly settled are the more easterly Sumy, Poltava,
and Kharkov oblasts, a transition region het-.~: n the Central Black Earth
Region of the R.S,.F.S.R. and the central ag:icuvi‘:r21 region of Ukraine.
The more northerly sections of Sumy and Kiev oblasts blend into the
Ukrainian Polesie which includes also Zhitomir and Chernigov oblasts of
the pre-1939 Ukraine and the northern part of Western Uk~ in- with the
oblasts of Volyn and Rovno. This is the most sparsely set:i=d crea of
Ukraine with poorly developed industry, podzolic soils, and extensive
marshy areas (especially the Pripiat Marshes in the western oblasts).

The southern steppes, while rather more populous than Polesie,
show a sharp decline from the high density of the industrial and richer
agricultur.t oblasts. This relatively thinly inhabited region includes
lowlands extending north from the Black and Azov Seas and is drained
by the lower courses of the Dnepr, the Southern Bug, and the Dnestr.

In general it includes all or portions of Odessa (including the former
Izmail oblast), Nikolaev, Kherson, Kirovgrad, Zapocrozh'e, and Stalino
oblasts. The steppe area likewise extends into Krim (Crimea) oblast
where it comprises about two-thirds of the area cf the peninsula. The
southern coastal area of the Crimea is very densely populated due to its
character as a health and vacation resort region.

Finally, the Zakarpa‘skaia (Transca~pathizn) chtlast, t- = former
Podkarpatska Rus (Sub-Carpathian Rutheria) province of Czechoslovakia
transferred to the U,S,S,R. in 1945, is, together with part of Chernovtsy
oblast, the mountainous part of Ukraine. It has a relatively low

population density, though nct 28 low as the Polesie.

Geographic Regions

The patterns of settlement in Ukraine refiect both natural
possibilities and historical conditions. The naturzl regions of Ukraine
are approximately defined by the distribution of scil and vegetation

types. They may be-summarized as follows.
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1) Trans-Carpathian region: a small area consisting of the
southern foothills of the Carpathians and a section of the Hungarian
plain, in the basin of the Tisa (Hungarian, Tisza). The vegetation in
the foothills is mostly deciduous broadleaf forest, in which oak and
beech are prominent. The foothills are an area of thin brown forest
soils, with vineyards and orchards, as well as some rye, barley, and
maize. The plains region has chestnut soils, and is given over chiefly
to grain cultivation. Hot summers, mild winters, and precipitation the
year round to a total of about 20" in the lowlands, and higher above,
characterize the climate.

2) Carpathian mountains: the mountain region, with forests of
broadleaf deciduous trees, succeeded at higher altitudes by dense
coniferous forests, and finally by alpine forest and meadows, has a
wide variety of soil types, but offers limited possibilities for agriculture.
Animal husbandry is important. The summers are mild and winters
moderately cold. Precipitation is locally from 20-35".

3) Western forests: in the lowlands and moderately hilly regions
of Galicia, Volhynia and Podolia are deciduous woods with a great
variety of species. The brown forest soils resemble those of Central
Europe. This area supports a dense agricultural population, growing
many kinds of grain and field crops like potatoes and sugar beets. It
has moderate summers and cool winters, with precipitation around
20-25",

4) Northern marshes and forests: The area of Polesie and the
Pripiat' is occupied largely by swamps and coniferous forests, and is
so poorly drained that little agriculture is practiced. The peaty 8soils
are unfavorable to most crops, but some potatoes, flax and rye are
grown. Dairying is of some importance. The climate is one of cold
winters, moderately hot summers, and precipitation of around 20".

5) Forest-steppe: most of the northern half of Ukraine, as far
south as latitude 50°N, belongs to the forest-steppe. In this region,
patches of deciduous broadleaf woods, often with low and open growth,

stand amid expanses of meadowland. The topography is level, and the
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soils range from brown forest types to podzolized chernozems. A wide
variety of grains and field crops is grown. The summers are cobler
and the winters colder than further south, and precipitation amounts to
18-20".

6) Steppe: The southern grasslands, with chernozem and chestnut
soils, are largely occupied by grain agriculture. The climate has hot
summers and cold winters, medium precipitation (10-15'") and violent
dry winds.

7) Dry steppe and prairie: On the drier margin of the steppe are
short grass lands with more calcareous but less rich soils, again occupied
by grain agriculture. The climate is severe, with cold winters and hot
summers, low precipitation and violent dry winds.

8) Crimean coast: The southern and western coasts of the Crimea,
consisting of the seaward slopes of the hills and the immediately adjacent
coastal plain, has vegetation and soils resembling those of the Mediterran-
ean. The climate is mild and rather dry, with no precipitation for several
months in summer. Most land use is horticultural.

The historical regions of Ukraine reflect changing political control.
The core of the country lay always on the River Dnepr, around the city of
Kiev, center of the earliest known Slavic state in the area. This core lay
in forest-steppe country.

The ""core'" Ukraine around Kiev was divided historically into the
Left Bank and Right Bank sections, the former falling under control of the
Muscovite state, while the latter was under Polish domination until late
in the seventeenth century. Only when these two halves of the core were
united did the Ukrainian nationality find a single territorial expression.

The Western Ukraine, once subject to the Kievan state, was early
separated from the other East Slavic lands. The Kingdom of Poland con-
trolled these lands (Galicia, Podolia, Volhynia, and part of Polesie) in
the middle ages, and introduced new political and religious forms which
somewhat estranged this area from the rest of Ukraine. Later Galicia,
with the Carpathians, the trans-Carpathian area and Bukovina, became

part of the Austro-Hungarian empire, while Volhynia and portions of
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Podolia and Polesie, as part of Poland, were incorporated into the
Russian Empire at the end of the eighteenth century. Most of Galicia,

the Carpathian and trans-Carpathian regions, and Bukovina, never formed
part of a Russian state until after World War II. In these areas, religious
distinctiveness was preserved, and a particular sort of Ukrainian national
tradition was developed, apart from the tradition in Russian held lands.

Within the Russian Empire, the southern steppe and the Black Sea
coasts remained until about 1800 unsettled, and the area was colonized
as '"New Russia' by people brought from many parts of the Empire, as
well as from other European countries (chiefly Germany and the Balkans.)
The predominant elements among the settlers, however, were Ukrainian.
Much of the development of this country coincided with the growth of the
trade in commercial grain.

The lands of Bessarabia and the region of the Danube mouth,
peopled by Romanians (Moldavians), Bulgars, Turks, Jews, Germans,
Gypsies and others as well as Ukrainians and Great Russians, were
intermittently a part of the Russian possessions. These lands were
formerly under nominal Turkish control, passing into Russian hands in
the eighteenth century and early nineteenth century. After World War I,
Romania claimed and occupied most of this mixed region, which re-
turned to Russian control only during the Second World War. (Bukovina
also passed through a period within the Romanian state, after being an
AustroHugarian possession. It became part of the Soviet Ukraine after
World War II). Bessarabia is another countryimportant for its grain
crops, including a great deal of corn (maize).

The industrial Ukraine, including some of the earliest, and now
the largest, centers of heavy industry in the East Slavic lands, grew up
around the coal, iron and manganese of Ukraine. The Donbas re gion, and
the section around Zaporozh'e and Krivoi Rog, have become great
industrial concentrations. Here the population is very mixed, consisting
of elements from all parts of the Soviet Union. The economy is almost
entirely dominated by heavy industry.

Crimea, until late subject to Turkey (1800), and settled principally

by Turkic-speaking Moslems, was added to the Ukraine only in 1954.
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There is apparently hardly a trace of the former Moslem population,
which was removed during World War II because of alleged collaboration
with the Germans. The population is now a very mixed one in which
Ukrainians have a siight majority,

The Kuban' area, the plains just northwest of the Caucasus, across
‘the Don River from Ukraine proper, has been colonized by many
different stocks since the first intensive settlement began in the
nineteenth century, but a large proportion of the settlers are Ukrainian,
and this region, though not part of the present Ukrainian S.S.R., is
claimed by some Ukrainian leaders as rightfuly a part of their country.
The Kuban', a rich grain producing area, was once occupied by
Circassians and Ossetians, as well as nomadic groups; but agricultural

settlements of Slavs now predominate.
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History

HAM_1Db

Ukraine is one of the largest European nations, with a population
very nearly as large as those of France, Great Britain and Italy; only
Germany and Russia far exceed Ukraine in population. Ukrainian
culture has a European, Christian tradition which has very much the
same origins as other European cultures, and is in no way "inferior"
or "backward®™. Ukraine possesses all of the conventional attributes of
a "nation™--a distinct language, unique cultural tradition, a large and
nearly homogeneous ethnic territory, a sense of distinctiveness among
its people, and a separate social system with its own native leadership.

Yet this major European nation has never developed a successful
and enduring state of its own. The reasons for this do not lie in any
incapacity of the Ukrainians to govern themselves, nor in a lack of
desire for independent statehood, but rather in particular historical
circumstances which have affected the country. Throughout most of its
history Ukraine has formed a part of other large states, built up by
powerful neighbors or by invaders from afar. It is not unlikely that the
geographic position of the country has had an influence here. The
exposed steppe and the forest-steppe offer little protection from military
attack, and there is no well-guarded "core™ land, safe from assault,
into which a Ukrainian state might withdraw its forces when the steppe
and forest-steppe were temporarily lost. An overwhelming assault on
the steppe and its borders by mobile and maneuverable cavalry armies
could always overcome the sedentary agricultural population, But it
was not so much attacks from the steppe that prevented the development
of a Ukrainian state, as the superior position of neighboring peoples, who
did have states with *cores' in the hilly or forested lands in the north
and west which were virtually invulnerable to the steppe warriors,

The advantage of the position of the Polish, Lithuanian, Muscovite and

German states in various periods allowed them a security of growth
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and organization which Ukraine lacked, and made it possible for these
states to conduct military operations in the steppe and forest-steppe
without risking their national survival. Ukraine was a battleground
for these states.

The expansionist ambitions of her neighbors caused Ukraine to be
fought over and dominated by other nations, but there was a measure of
necessity in this, for without the protection of strong armies securely
based, the Ukrainians could not have continued to occupy their land,
but would always have remained at the mercy of raids from every quarter.
Whether or not the Ukrainian nation could have produced a state and an
army strong enough to guarantee the security of settlement from attack
is an academic question. It did not, in fact, produce such a state and
army, and was left subject to and dependent upon those powers who
occupied and protected the country. The Ukrainian people itself was
not a passive element in the history of the steppe. The powerful military
force of the Cossacks was mostly Ukrainian in origin.‘ But the Cossack
state which was founded in the 16408 was unable to maintain its inde-
pendence and the Cossacks were themselves absorbed into the armies of
neighboring states.

.Under the occupation by neighboring states there came inevitably a
tendency toward forced or voluntary assimilation into the society of the
occupying state. It is perhaps only because the country has been held
by several different powers at different periods, each contributing its
share of influence on Ukrainian society and culture, but never completely
assimilating the Ukrainian nation, that Ukraine has preserved its
national distinctiveness. Had not various powers contended throughout
the centuries for possessian of Ukraine, there might be no Ukrainian
nation today; an enduring occupation by a single state might have led
in time to complete absorption of the Ukrainians into another and
larger nation,

The steppe and forest-steppe lands of the present Ukraine have been
settled and seized, raided and ruled by many different peoples since
long before the beginning of our era. Archaeology discloses the passage

of numerous cultures and peoples throughout the area, and classical
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accounts describe several successive occupations of the country., The
wanderings of peoples and the rise, flourishing and fall of political and
military powers have affected the Ukrainian territory since very early
times,

The first certain evidence of the presence of peoples directly an-
cestral to the modern Ukrainians belongs to the middle of the first
millennium AD, when tribes speaking Slavic dialects were living in the
forest-steppe and even the steppe lands, They shared the country with
sedentary Iranian-speaking peoples (Alani) and probably other agricul-
turists, as well as with various pastoral groups., From the earliest
times, there is indication of the perennial contest between the nomadic
pastoral peoples of the steppe and the sedentary farmers,

The earliest recorded political organizations in the area were those
of the nomadic Scythians and the Sarmatians, both sedentary and nomadic,
who had established small kingdoms and city-states, which came under
Greek influence., Later there were repeated incursions of steppe
peoples -- Goths, Avars, Huns, Bulgars, Magyars, and Turkic tribes--
who swept through Ukraine and moved westward.

The settled peoples of what is now Ukraine were carrying on a
thriving trade with Byzantium by the later part of the first millennium
AD, and there was a continual conflict between the traders who followed
the waterways through the steppe to the Black Sea, and the nomadic
hordes who moved over the open country, The earliest known Slavic
states in this area arose some time around the ninth century AD, at
least partly on the initiative of foreigners who participated in commercial
expeditions to Byzantium, and who organized military groups which
resisted the nomads. These foreigners were most probably the Vikings,
or Varangians, who, coming from northern and western Europe, fought
and traded up and down the waterways between the Baltic and Black Seas
(the "road from the Varangians to the Greeks"™, the Slavic chronicles
call it. ) As elsewhere in their wanderings, the Vikings were relatively
few in numbers, and were soon absorbed in the Slavic population.

The East Slavic tribes--the Severiane on the Dnepr, the Dereviane
on the Desna, the Radimichi on the Sozh', the Ulichi, Duleby, Krivichi,
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Slaviane, Poliane, and others --became grouped, under Viking influence,
into small principalities of which, in the later Ukrainian territory,
Chernigov, Liubech, Pereiaslavl' and Kiev were the most important.
Meanwhile, the strong states of the Bulgars and the Khazars arose
nearby to the East, and a relatively settled period ensued, during which
the incursions from the steppe peoples (Pechenegs) were weak, and
there was rapid cultural evolution. At the end of the tenth century,

the Kievan Slavs accepted Christianity from Byzantium (988 AD), and
Byzantine influence in religion, art and political life became permanently
established among the ecastern Slavs.

Kiev grew into a powerful principality, the leader of the East
Slavic states, and developed strong cultural traditions which have
remained until today the basis of the Russian, Ukrainian and Belorussian
cultures. The land was occupied by a large agricultural population,
trade flourished, the arts were highly developed, and relations were
maintained with the main centers of European civilization. The East
Slavic countries, the lands of Rus', had their religious and cultural
capital in Kiev, the seat of the senior line of princes. The Kievan
state was the ancestor of Ukraine, but also of Moscow ( Russia) and
of Belorussia. Rus' was composed of local principalities growing out
of the older tribal units, and the separate nationhood of the three
eastern Slavic peoples was yet to come, though undoubtedly local
differences were already present.

In the twelfth century, a stronger nomadic group, the Polovtsy,
moved into the Ukrainian steppe, dispersing the Pechenegs and forcing
back the sedentary farmers. But the defeats and withdrawals of the
Slavs before the Polovtsy only presaged a greater disaster to come.

In the year 1240 the armies of Baty Khan, composed of many steppe
and desert tribes organized under Mongol leadership, fell upon the
lands of Rus'. They destroyed Kiev and annihilated or drove out much
of the Slavic population, Most of Rus' along with lands as distant as
Persia, Hungary, and China became incorporated into the greatest

land empire in history.
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Under the Mongol-Tatar empire ('the Tatar yoke"), the Slavic
principalities became vassals of the Great Khan. The steppe lands
were appropriated by the nomads, and travelers of this period report
that they were empty of people, turned into barren wastes. In the
forest and the hilly regions beyond Ukraine to the north and west, how-
ever, there was little change in settlement, and local princes were
able to consolidate small political units into larger holdings and to
provide new nuclei of cultural and national growth.

Among the political units that developed during the Mongol-Tatar
period, those which lay in the forest-steppe region sheltered some of
the population and traditions of the old Kievan state, but never attained
significant military or political growth, and later became absorbed
by the newer political units which grew up around three centers--
Galicia-Volhynia in the far west, Suzdal'-Vladimir (later Moscow) in
the north, and Lithuania in the northwest. Much of the Kievan population
seems to have taken refuge in the west and north, and to have contributed
to the growth of the newer principalities,

Galicia-Volhynia, in the west, was an old principality of Kievan
times, which successfully established its autonomy after the Mongol-
Tatar invasion, and became a separate dynastic state. It was, however,
early absorbed into the growing Polish kingdom, through dynastic
marriages, Thereafter Galicia-Volhynia, though inhabited by East
Slavse, became a springboard for Polish penetration eastward.

Lithuania, inhabited by non-Slavs, became a military power under
the stress of invasion by German orders of knights, who came to the
East Baltic to convert the local peoples to Christianity, and stayed to
build cities and to found feudal estates. The Lithuanian military power
gained control over Slavic as well as Baltic lands, and the Belorussian
area long formed the bigger part (both in term of territory and populatian)
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Lithuania became joined with Poland
in a personal dynastic union (1386), and later in a single federal state
(1569). Although the Grand Duchy of Lithuania for a time included lands
in the present territory of Ukraine, under the union with Poland these

lands came under direct Polish control.
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The Moscow state grew out of the consolidation of several small
principalities during the Mongol-Tatar period, under a line of shrewd
and enterprising princes. It was under Muscovite leadership that the
first great defeat was inflicted on the Tatars in 1380, and Moscow there-
after led in the reconquest of lands from the Tatars and the addition of
new regions to the East Slavic domains. The only one of the successors
to the Kievan state which preserved its purely East Slavic and Orthodox
character, Moscow assumed for itself the leadership of all the East
Slavic lands and developed into the later Russian Empire by annexation
of other East Slavic lands and of other regions, especially to the east
and south of them.,

There were thus four powers established in the East Slavic lands.
The Tatars, who became divided into several large '"ulus' or autonomous
territorial units within their old empire, were nomadic pastoralists,
and had accepted the Moslem religion. Culturally they were quite alien
to the Slavs., Their influence on the social and economic life of the
Slavic lands subject to them was slight, for they appeared mostly as
tax collectors; but they had made the steppe a range for the herds of
animals upon which they lived, and excluded settlement from it. The
leadership of the Moslem, Turkic-speaking peoples passed later into
the lands of the powerful Otoman Turks, who strongly influence the
Tatar states after their decline began in the fifteenth century.

Lithuania was ruled by a powenf ul aristocracy, rapidly becoming
polonized, and Catholic in religion. The large Orthodox Slavic popu-
lation in the Grand Duchy lived for the most part in serfdom and poverty,
while the Slavic elite was amalgamated to the Polish -Lithuanian
nobility.

The Polish kingdom, aristocratic, feudal and Catholic, ruled over
a large part of the former Kievan Rus'. The economic and social
position of the common people was miserable, while the East Slavic
nobility had been mostly absorbed into the Polish nobility, There were
strong efforts to convert the East Slavs to Catholicism.

In the Polish lands, Roman Catholicism had not succeeded in im-

posing itself on the Orthodox population, but a large part of the people
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accepted union of their church with Rome (1596), preserving their

own rites, customs and traditions. The Poles continued to seek
assimilation of this Uniate church to the Latin rite, but it has remained
a vigorous and distinctive national church down to the present. The
Ukrainian nation was therefore divided from the beginning into a larger,
Orthodox element, and a smaller Uniate element.

The condition of the peasants under Polish rule worsened pro-
gressively. They were forced into complete serfdom, attached to the
soil of the estates, and loaded with taxes and obligations. The merchants
of the towns--mostly Poles and foreignera--as well as the clergy and the
nobility paid virtually no taxes, and the peasants contributed almost all
of the tax, As Polish control extended eastward, the institutions of
serfdom, an 'estate' society and Catholicism were carried along, as
far as the Dnepr river. Polish nobles established large estates on
which the local people became serfs.

Moscow was a centralizing, rather despotic state, interested in
territorial expansion, but it was also a successor to the Kievan state
as an East Slavic and Orthodox realm. Its rulers derived from
Byzantium and Kievan Rus' a doctrine of their right and duty to rule
the East Slavic Orthodox lands.

In the Moscow state, there was also a harsh serfdom, and the lot of
the peasaﬁts wa'.e dreary. There was no such strongly entrenched
feudal order as in Poland, however., Moscow was always a military
power, pressing back the Tatars and claiming new lands.

Amid these four contending powers the Ukrainian nation crystallized
as a distinct entity, It grew up out of a social movement, as well as
on the basis of pre-existing settlements from Kievan times.

The '"core” of Ukraine was the forest-steppe section of the former
Kievan Rus', which continued to be occupied by descendants of the
older inhabitants. Around this core were accumulated people of closely
related speech and customs immigrating from the north and west. Some
of this immigration was connected with the establishment of Polish
feudal estates in the lands west of the Dnepr, on which the enserfed

peasants were of Ukrainian stock, and with the founding of agricultural
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and military settlements by people from the domains of Moscow. But

a very large part of this population consisted of peasants, townsmen, and
even nobles who had found conditions intolerable in the Polish or Moscow
lands, and who escaped eastward and southward to establish themselves
as a free society of warriors, the Cossacks.

The Cossacks, a genuinely democratic society, included men from
many regions, but were overwhelmingly Orthodox Slavs. They were a
military force, established in strong fortified settlements, from which
they set out to raid the Tatars or the Poles, to harrass the Muscovites,
or even to plunder distant Turkish cities., The Cossacks formed a
military screen behind which agricultural settlers moved into Ukraine,
but the Cossacks themselves lived chiefly by fishing, hunting and
plundering.

The Cossacks were active in the defense of two principles:
Orthodoxy in religion, and their own independence. For a long time the
Cossacks succeeded in preserving their independent position, by
judiciously playing off the Poles, Muscovites and Turks onc 2gainst the
other. During the seventeenth century, under Bohdan Khmel'nyts 'kyi,

a sovereign Cossack state existed for a brief time.

Moscow, as another champion of Orthodoxy, regarded the Cossacks
as more than allies, and worked to assimilate them into its state. The
Moscow state was systematically extending colonization, fortifications
and military roads southward, while Poland was declining as a military
power because of internal political and economic weakness, and the
Turks and their Tatar proteges were becoming rapidly weaker. The
Ukrainian Cossacks lost their strong bargaining position among their
several formerly equally powerful neighbors, and shortly were subjected
to Moscow. Their strong taste for independence remained, however, and
there were several Cossack rebellions and attempts to create a separate
state.

The Ukrainian lands, except for the western parts, fell under
Moscow's control during the struggles.among Russians, Poles, and
Turks in the seventeenth century. But in the time of Peter the Great,

during the wars with Sweden, the Cossacks under their hetman (leader)
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Mazepa were still strong enough to challenge Russian power (1708) and
indeed to bring the Russian cause close to disaster. In 1775, after a
continuous series of rebellions, the Russian government destroyed the
chief stronghold of the Cossacks in Zaporozh'e, to weaken their power.
Thereafter there was no serious national revolution in Ukraine until
1917.

At the end of the eighteenth century the Polish state was destroyed
and its territories were divided among Prussia, Austria, and Russia.
While the Russian part included the bulk of Poland proper, Lithuania,
Belorussia and the eastern Ukraine, Austria inherited from Poland
considerable territory inhabited by Ukrainians, mostly Uniate in
religion.

The policies of the Russians and the Austrians in their Ukrainian
holdings were vastly different. Early in the nineteenth century, the
Russian government began a policy of gradual suppression of distinctive
Ukrainian institutions in political, social, religious and intellectual life.
The Uniate church was banned, the Ukrainian language officially labeled

a "dialect™ (narechie) and excluded from the press, and the leading

social institutions and personalities began to be absorbed into Russian
society, The towns and cities, always islands of non-Ukrainian popu-
lation, with large Polish, German, Jewish and Russian elements, be-
came more and more Russian in character.

In Austrian territory, however (Galicia and Bukovina), where
Ukrainians occupied the countryside and Poles and Jevs the cities, the
rulers played one group against another, and in the process furthered
the growth of a Ukrainian intelligentsia, the regeneration of the Uniate
church, and the development of strong Ukrainian cultural and economic
institutions,

During the nineteenth century, the steppe lands were almost com-
pletely settled. The Russian government encouraged the movement of
peasants into the southern steppe and even brought colonists from
abroad, mostly from Germany and the Balkans. The evolution of a
modern commercial grain agriculture began at this time. There was

a rapid increase in population, especially in Austrian Galicia.

-36-



14:U. Chicago S-4,5(1954-5)1955 RD1 Ukr. RDI

Railroads were built in the middle of the century and after, and the
exploitation of Ukrainian iron, coal and other resources, as well as
the establishment of textile mills and other enterprises, gave rise to
major industrial centers.

Ukrainians in the Russian Empire had begun to develop an intel-
lectual tradition of their own, but from the early nineteenth century
were prevented from carrying on their efforts by Tsarist policy. In
the Austrian areas, on the other hand, Ukrainian national consciousness
became highly developed, and it was Galician Ukrainians who furnished
much of the leadership in later movements for Ukrainian independence.

At the time of the Russian Revolution of 1917, there were several
different movements active in the effort to build a new state in
Ukraine. The Galicians set up a provisional state of their own; the
Ukrainian moderates formed a government in Kiev; the Bolsheviks had
a Ukrainian military force and government of their own; the former
Tsarist armies continued to operate in Ukraine, and claimed it as part
of the "indivisible' fatherland; and peasant (''green') bands, under
anarchist or merely opportunist leaders, roved and plundered. The
German and Austrian troops who had occupied much of the country
remained for a time after cessation of hostilities. After several
years of chaotic interaction of these groups, and after a war with the
renascent Poland, which proposed to annex Ukrainian lands as far as
the Dnepr, the Ukrainian separatist elements were defeated, and the
larger part of the country became a Soviet republic, which in 1923
federated with the Russian and Belorussian republics to form the
U.S.S.R. Poland held large areas of Ukrainian territory in Galicia,
Podolia and Volhynia; Romania had occupied Bessarabia, formerly
part of the Russian Empire, as well as several formerly Austrian
districts; and the East Slavs of the Carpathians, never included in the
Russian Empire, were alloted to Czechoslovakia.

There ensued a period of relative national cultural freedom under
the Soviet regime of the early 19208, and it appeared for a time as if
the Ukrainian nation had at last achieved the creation of its own state.

But the collectivization and industrialization campaign which began in
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the late 1920s brought tragic consequences for the Ukrainian people,
and the illusory feeling of cultural autonomy was soon dispelled by the
realities of sovietization.

During the 1920s and 19308 there grew up in the Polish Ukraine a
vigorous national movement, expressed in the Uniate church, the
Ukrainian-language schools, the Ukrainian press, the cooperative
movement, the Ukrainian section of L'vov University, the Shevchenko
Scientific Society and other institutions. But there was considerable
hostility toward the Ukrainian movement on the part of Polish govern-
ments through the whole interwar period, and often there were violent
clashes and forcible repressions of Ukrainian activities.

In Romania, the Ukrainian lands suffered from the same poverty,
ignorance and corruption that afflicted the rest of that country, but
except for some resettlement of Ukrainians and immigration of Romanians
into Ukrainian territories, there was no systematic oppression. The
Czechoslovak administration in the Carpathian region was on the whole
just and democratic, but there was some resentment among the people
over the lack of full local sovereignty.

During the second World War, the Ukrainian lands were occupied
by the Germans and their allies. At first the population received the
Germans as liberators, but Nazi terrorism soon alienated the
Ukrainians, and many joined Ukrainian separatist partisan groups or
the Soviet partisans. Some Ukrainian elements collaborated with the
Germans, but there was no general identification with the German cause.

There were large demographic movements during the war. Great
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