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Ukraine lives! 
August 19, 2001 (Editorial) 

Ten years ago we witnessed an event that many of us had dreamed about for 
decades: the rebirth of an independent Ukrainian state. When we think back to 
August 24, 1991, and the period immediately after this historic day, we recall the 
great joy within our community in this country and throughout the entire Ukrainian 
diaspora. The seemingly impossible had come to pass. Ukraine was free! And, 
caught up in the emotion of the moment, many naively thought it would all be 
smooth sailing ahead. 

Our spirits were lifted even higher after we heard the incredible news about the 
nationwide referendum of December 1, 1991, in which an overwhelming 90 percent 
plus of the people of Ukraine voted to approve the Parliament's historic August dec­
laration. But most of us understood that, once the euphoria was over, there would 
be a long and difficult process before true independence was achieved and before 
the vestiges of the Soviet system would be gone. 

Now it is 10 years later - a decade has passed in a flash. During that time 
Ukraine has made great strides in nation- and state-building. We need only recall 
several free elections, the peaceful transfer of power from independent Ukraine's 
first president to its second, the adoption of a new Constitution of Ukraine, 
Ukraine's peaceful and good relations with all its neighbors, its growing presence in 
the international community of nations, Team Ukraine's participation in the Olympic 
Games and, of course, Pope John Paul ll's momentous visit to Ukraine. There is no 
longer any doubt, as there was at several points during the fledgling state's first few 
years, that Ukraine will retain its independence. 

But there are problem areas: corruption, abuse of power, a cynical and apathet­
ic public that doesn't realize the power it wields, economic reform that hasn't pro­
gressed as quickly as had been hoped, and the replacement of Ukraine's once thor­
oughly pro-Western stance with a so-called multi-vectored foreign policy. Are these 
the growing pains of a young state, or something more deleterious and sinister? 
Time will tell, but so will the actions of both the leaders and the people of Ukraine. It 
is our fervent hope that these problems will be overcome - not simply overlooked -
for that will guarantee Ukraine's further development as a democratic state. 

Ten years is a short time for any new country to solve all its problems and to 
deal with all the issues it faces. It is also a milestone that should be marked, regard­
less of any shortcomings. As noted by Ukraine's ambassador to the United States, 
Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, this year's 10th anniversary of Ukraine's independence is 
the country's first true jubilee. It is a time for all of us together - the people of 
Ukraine and Ukrainians in the diaspora - to celebrate. In celebrating today we 
should look ahead to a better tomorrow and on to the next jubilee. We should nei­
ther become disillusioned nor lose sight of our goals; we should refocus on the cru-



cial tasks ahead in order to meet all challenges head on. 
We should celebrate on this August 24 because we have been blessed with 

the chance to witness the proclamation and development of Ukraine's indepen­
dence. We should celebrate Ukraine's independence because, though it seemed to 
happen overnight, this independence was the fruit of decades of dreams and work 
- in countless cases, of extreme sacrifice. As well, we should celebrate the fact that 
many of us, like our forebears, have been able to contribute to Ukraine's rebirth, 
albeit in different ways. 

Thus, as we mark the 10th anniversary of Ukraine's Independence Day, we 
should recall the decades of hope and struggle from which it was born. And we 
should ponder how fortunate we are to be able to declare two very simple, yet elo­
quent, words: Ukraine lives! 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The historic news 
stories and features in this volume are 
reproduced as they were originally pub­
lished, save for some minor corrections 
made for clarity and/or consistency. 
However, we have left intact all spellings 
and transliterations as they appeared at 
the time because they, too, form part of 
the historical record of this period of trans­
formations. 

Thus, for example, the name of 
Ukraine's capital city appears as Kiev, 
Kyyiv and, ultimately, Kyiv. Whereas in 
the first selections in this volume it 
appears as Kiev, the generally accepted 
spelling at the time, beginning in 1993 it 
appears as Kyyiv, as adopted by the 
Ukrainian Mapping Agency, Ukraine's 
cartographic service, and subsequently 
by such entities as the U.S. Board for 
Geographic Names and the National 
Geographic Society. Ultimately, in 
October 1995 Ukraine's official 
Committee on Legal Terminology deter­
mined that the spelling would be Kyiv. 

Readers will also note other changes 
in spellings as The Weekly adopted the 
transliteration system approved by 
Ukraine's officials. Thus, Odessa became 

Odesa, Ivano-Frankivske became Ivano-
Frankivsk and Mykolayiv became 
Mykolaiv, Pliushch became Pliusch, and 
Serhiy became Serhii. There are excep­
tions of course, as in the case of persons 
who became known beyond Ukraine 
under a certain spelling, (e.g., 
Vyacheslav Chornovil), or in the case of 
personal preference. There are changes 
in terminology as well during the years of 
perebudova and independence. To wit, 
Ukraine's Parliament is referred to first as 
the Supreme Soviet, then the Supreme 
Council and, finally, the Verkhovna Rada. 

Lest our readers think that such 
spelling changes affected only Ukraine, 
there are such examples as Kazakhstan, 
which became Kazakstan, Azerbaidzhan-
Azerbaijan and Byelorussia-Belarus, plus 
the latter's capital city, Minsk-Miensk. 

Finally, we should note that the vast 
majority of the articles in this volume are 
published in full. Some, however, have 
been abridged in order to allow a broader 
selection of articles or to focus on their 
most significant sections. 

- Editor-in-Chief Roma Hadzewycz 



Timeline 
In the wake of the policies of glasnost, perestroika and demokratizatsia 

announced by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, there was ferment throughout the 
USSR. Below is a timeline of key events leading up to the proclamation of Ukraine's 
independence on August 24, 1991, and its affirmation by a nationwide referendum 
on December 1, 1991. 

December 30, 1987 The Ukrainian Helsinki Group (UHG) is reactivated. 

April 26, 1988 Some 500 people participate in a march organized by the 
Ukrainian Culturological Club on Kyiv's Khreschatyk to 
mark the second anniversary of the Chornobyl nuclear 
disaster, carrying placards with slogans such as 
"Openness and Democracy to the End." 

May-June 1988 Ukrainian Catholics in western Ukraine celebrate the 
Millennium of Christianity in Kyivan Rus' in secret by hold­
ing services in the forests of Buniv, Kalush, Hoshiv, 
Zarvanytsia and other sites. 

June 5, 1988 As the official celebrations of the Millennium are held in 
Moscow, the Ukrainian Culturological Club hosts its own 
observances in Kyiv at the monument to St. Volodymyr 
the Great, the grand prince of Kyivan Rus'. 

June 16, 1988 Between 6,000 and 8,000 people gather in Lviv to hear 
speakers declare no confidence in the local list of dele­
gates to the 19th Communist Party conference to begin 
on June 29. 

June 21, 1988 A rally in Lviv attracts 50,000 people who hear discussion 
of a revised list of delegates to the party conference. 
Authorities attempt to disperse the rally, which was held in 
front of the Druzhba Stadium. 

July 7, 1988 A crowd of 10,000 to 20,000 witnesses the launching in 
Lviv of the Democratic Front to Promote Perestroika. 

July 7, 1988 The Ukrainian Helsinki Group is transformed into the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Union, which declares its formation on 



the basis of the founding principles announced on 
November 9, 1976, of the original UHG, whose complete 
name was Ukrainian Public Group to Promote the 
Implementation of the Helsinki Accords. 

July 17, 1988 A group of 10,000 faithful gather in Zarvanytsia for 
Millennium services celebrated by Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk. Militia try to disperse the people - the 
largest gathering of Ukrainian Catholics in the USSR since 
the Stalin regime outlawed the Church in 1946. 

August 4, 1988 On what came to be known as "Bloody Thursday," local 
authorities in Lviv use violent methods to disband a gather­
ing of tens of thousands organized by the Democratic Front 
to Promote Perestroika. Forty-one people are detained and 
fined or sentenced to 15 days of administrative arrest. 

September 1, 1988 Local authorities once again use force against 5,000 par­
ticipants gathered silently in front of Ivan Franko State 
University in Lviv for a public meeting held without official 
permission. 

November 13,1988 Approximately 10,000 people attend an officially sanctioned 
meeting, organized by the cultural heritage organization 
Spadschyna, the Kyiv University student club Hromada, and 
the environmental groups Zelenyi Svit (Green World) and 
Noosfera, to focus on ecological issues. 

November 14-18, 1988 Fifteen Ukrainian rights activists are among the 100 
human, national and religious rights advocates invited to 
participate in talks on human rights issues with Soviet offi­
cials and a visiting delegation of the U.S. Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (the Helsinki 
Commission). 

December 10, 1988 Hundreds gather in Kyiv to observe International Human 
Rights Day at a rally organized by the Democratic Union. 
The unauthorized gathering results in the detention of 
local activists. 

January 22, 1989 Lviv and Kyiv both mark Ukrainian Independence Day for 
the first time in decades. In Lviv, thousands gather for an 
unauthorized moleben in front of St. George Cathedral; in 
Kyiv, 60 activists meet in a Kyiv apartment to commemo-



rate the historic event of 1918 when the independent 
Ukrainian National Republic was proclaimed. 

February 11-12,1989 

February 15, 1989 

The Ukrainian Language Society holds its founding congress. 

The formation of the Initiative Committee for the Renewal 
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church is 
announced. 

February 16, 1989 

February 19-21, 1989 

February 26, 1989 

March 4, 1989 

March 12, 1989 

March 26, 1989 

April 20-23, 1989 

Rukh publishes its draft program in Literaturna Ukraina. 

Large public rallies take place in Kyiv to protest the election 
laws on the eve of the March 26 elections to the USSR 
Congress of People's Deputies and to call for the resigna­
tion of the first secretary of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine, Volodymyr Scherbytsky, often referred to as "the 
mastodon of stagnation." The demonstrations coincide with 
a visit to Ukraine by Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Between 20,000 and 30,000 people participate in an 
unsanctioned ecumenical memorial service in Lviv mark­
ing the 128th anniversary of Taras Shevchenko's death. 

The Memorial Society, committed to honoring the victims 
of Stalinism and cleansing society of its Soviet vestiges, is 
founded in Kyiv. A public rally is held the next day. 

A pre-elections meeting organized in Lviv by the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Union and the Marian Society 
Myloserdia (Compassion) is violently dispersed, and near­
ly 300 people are detained. 

Elections to the 2,250-member USSR Congress of 
People's Deputies take place. Bye-elections are held on 
April 9, May 14 and May 21. Out of the total of 225 
deputies representing Ukraine, 175 are elected in the four 
rounds of elections. Most are conservatives, though a 
handful of progressives do make the cut. 

Pre-elections meetings are held in Lviv for four consecutive 
days, drawing crowds of up to 25,000. The action also 
includes an hourlong warning strike at eight local factories 
and institutions. It is the first labor strike in Lviv since 1944. 



May 3, 1989 

May 7, 1989 

mid-May through 
mid-September 1989 

May 27, 1989 

June 18,1989 

August 19, 1989 

September 2,1989 

A pre-elections rally attracts 30,000 in Lviv. 

The Memorial Society organizes a mass meeting at 
Bykivnia, site of a mass grave of Stalin's victims. After a 
march from Kyiv to the site, a memorial service is offered. 

Ukrainian Greek-Cathol ic hunger strikers stage 
protests on Moscow's Arbat to call attention to the plight 
of their Church. They are especially active during the July 
session of the World Council of Churches held in 
Moscow. The protest is ended with the arrests of the 
group on September 18. 

The founding conference of the Lviv regional Memorial 
Society is held. 

Approximately 100,000 faithful participate in public religious 
services in Ivano-Frankivsk, responding to Cardinal Myroslav 
Lubachivsky's call for an international day of prayer. 

The Russian Orthodox Parish of Ss. Peter and Paul 
announces that it is switching to the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

Tens of thousands in cities across Ukraine protest the draft 
election law that reserves special seats for the Communist 
Party and other official organizations: 50,000 in Lviv, 40,000 
in Kyiv, 10,000 in Zhytomyr, 5,000 each in Dniprodzerzhynsk 
and Chervonohrad, and 2,000 in Kharkiv. 

September 8-10, 1989 

September 17, 1989 

Writer Ivan Drach is elected to head Rukh, the Popular 
Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova, at its founding con­
gress in Kyiv. 

Between 150,000 and 200,000 march in Lviv to demand 
the legalization of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. It 
is the largest demonstration of Ukrainian Catholics since 
World Warl l . 

September 21, 1989 Exhumation of a mass grave begins in Demianiv Laz, a 
nature preserve south of Ivano-Frankivsk. 

September 28, 1989 First Secretary of the CPU Volodymyr Scherbytsky, a 
holdover from the Brezhnev era, is retired. 



October 1, 1989 A peaceful demonstration of 10,000 to 15,000 is violently 
dispersed by militia when participants stage a protest in 
front of Lviv's Druzhba Stadium where a concert celebrat­
ing the Soviet "reunification" of Ukrainian lands is held. 

October 3, 1989 Nearly 30,000 Lviv residents rally to protest the violence 
of October 1; a two-hour work strike also is held. 

October 10, 1989 Ivano-Frankivsk is the site of a pre-elections protest 
attended by 30,000. 

October 15, 1989 Several thousand gather in Chervonohrad, Chernivtsi, 
Rivne and Zhytomyr, 500 in Dnipropetrovsk and 30,000 in 
Lviv to protest the elections law. 

October 20, 1989 Faithful and clergy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church participate in a sobor in Lviv - the first 
since that Church's forced liquidation in the 1930s. 

October 24, 1989 The all-union Supreme Soviet passes a law eliminating 
special seats for Communist Party and other official orga­
nizations' representatives in national and local elections. 

October 26, 1989 Twenty factories and institutions in Lviv hold strikes and 
meetings to once again protest the October 1 police bru­
tality in the city and the authorities' unwillingness to prose­
cute those responsible. 

October 26-28, 1989 The Zelenyi Svit environmental association holds its 
founding congress. 

October 27, 1989 The Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet passes a concurrent 
law "On Elections of People's Deputies of the Ukrainian 
SSR." 

October 28, 1989 The Ukrainian Supreme Soviet decrees that from January 
1, 1990, Ukrainian will be the state language of Ukraine, 
while Russian will be used for communication between 
nationality groups. 

October 29, 1989 Thousands attend a memorial service at Demianiv Laz 
and a temporary marker is placed to indicate that a monu­
ment to the "victims of the represssions of 1939-1941" will 
soon be erected on the site. 



October 28, 1989 The Congregation of the Church of the Transfiguration in 
Lviv, led by its pastor, leaves the Russian Orthodox Church 
and proclaims itself a Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. 

mid-November 1989 The Shevchenko Ukrainian Language Society is officially 
registered. 

November 19, 1989 A public gathering in Kyiv attracts thousands of mourners, 
friends and family to the reburial in Ukraine of three 
inmates of the infamous Camp No. 36 in Perm in the 
Urals: rights activists Vasyl Stus, Oleksiy Tykhy and Yuriy 
Lytvyn. The three are reburied in Baikove Cemetery. 

November 23, 1989 Prime Minister Brian Mulroney announces that Canada 
will open a Consulate in Kyiv in recognition of "the close 
ties of family and friendship that bind the people of 
Canada and Ukraine." 

November 26, 1989 On a day of prayer and fasting proclaimed by Cardinal 
Myroslav Lubachivsky, thousands of faithful in western 
Ukraine participate in liturgies and molebens on the eve of 
a meeting between Pope John Paul II and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

November 28, 1989 The Ukrainian SSR's Council for Religious Affairs issues 
a decree permitting registration of Ukrainian Catholic con­
gregations. The decree is proclaimed on December 1, 
coinciding with a meeting at the Vatican between the 
pope and the Soviet president. 

December 10, 1989 The first officially sanctioned observance of International 
Human Rights Day is held in Lviv. 

December 17, 1989 A public meeting organized in Kyiv by Rukh, the Popular 
Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova, and dedicated to 
the memory of Dr. Andrei Sakharov, human rights cam­
paigner and Nobel Peace Prize laureate, takes place with 
30,000 people in attendance. 

December 26, 1989 Supreme Soviet of Ukrainian SSR adopts a law making 
Christmas, Easter and the Feast of the Holy Trinity holi­
days in the republic. 

January 21, 1990 Rukh organizes a 300-mile human chain linking Kyiv, Lviv 



January 23, 1990 

and Ivano-Frankivsk. Hundreds of thousands join hands 
to commemorate the proclamation of Ukrainian indepen­
dence in 1918 and the reunification of Ukrainian lands 
one year later. 

The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church holds its first synod 
since its liquidation by the Soviets in 1946 at a bogus 
synod. The gathering declares the 1946 synod uncanoni-
cal and invalid. 

February 9, 1990 

March 4, 1990 

Rukh is officially registered by the Ukrainian SSR Council 
of Ministers. However, the registration comes too late for 
Rukh to put forth its own candidates for the parliamentary 
and local elections on March 4. 

Elections to the Ukrainian SSR People's Deputies. 
Candidates from the Democratic Bloc win landslide victo­
ries in western Ukrainian oblasts. A majority of the seats 
are forced into run-off elections. 

March 18, 1990 Democratic candidates score further impressive victories 
in the run-off. The Democratic Bloc now holds about 90 
seats in the new Parliament. 

April 6, 1990 

April 29-30, 1990 

May 15, 1990 

June 4, 1990 

The Lviv City Council votes to return St. George 
Cathedral to the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. The 
Russian Orthodox Church refuses to yield. 

The Ukrainian Helsinki Union is disbanded to form the 
Ukrainian Republican Party. 

The new Parliament convenes. The bloc of conservative 
Communists holds 239 seats; the Democratic Bloc, now 
evolved into the National Council, has 125 deputies. 

Two candidates remain in the protracted race for Parliament 
chairman. The chief of the Communist Party of Ukraine, 
Volodymyr Ivashko, is elected with 60 percent of the vote as 
more than 100 opposition deputies boycott the election. 

June 5-6, 1990 Metropolitan Mstyslav of the U.S.-based Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church is elected patriarch of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church during that Church's first 
holy synod. The UAOC declares its full independence 



from the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, which in March had granted autonomy to its exar­
chate in Ukraine headed by Metropolitan Filaret. 

June 9, 1990 British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher addresses the 
Parliament and reduces Ukraine to colonial status within 
the USSR. "The government and Parliament of Great 
Britain maintains direct relations with independent coun­
tries. With Ukraine relations can only be the same as 
those, let's say with California and Quebec," she said. 

June 22, 1990 Volodymyr Ivashko withdraws his candidacy for chief of 
the Communist Party of Ukraine in view of his new posi­
tion in Parliament. Stanislav Hurenko is elected first sec­
retary of the CPU. 

July 11, 1990 Volodymyr Ivashko submits his resignation from his post 
as chairman of the Ukrainian Parliament after he is elect­
ed deputy general secretary of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union. The Parliament accepts the resignation 
a week later, on July 18. 

July 16, 1990 The Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine is over­
whelmingly approved by Parliament. The vote is 355 for 
and four against. The people's deputies vote 339-5 to pro­
claim July 16 a national holiday in Ukraine. 

July 23, 1990 Leonid Kravchuk is elected to replace Volodymyr Ivashko 
as Parliament chairman. 

July 30, 1990 The Parliament adopts a resolution on military service 
which demands that Ukrainian soldiers serving "in regions 
of national conflict such as Armenia and Azerbaijan" be 
returned to Ukrainian territory by October 1. 

August 1, 1990 The Parliament votes overwhelmingly to close down the 
Chornobyl nuclear power plant. 

August 3, 1990 Parliament adopts a law on economic sovereignty of the 
Ukrainian republic. 

August 19, 1990 The first Ukrainian Catholic liturgy in 44 years is celebrated 
at St. George Cathedral. Hundreds of thousands attend. 



September 5-7, 1990 The International Symposium on the Great Famine of 
1932-1933 is held in Kyiv. 

September8, 1990 The first "Youth for Christ" rally since 1933 is held in Lviv 
with 40,000 participants. 

September 28-30, 1990 The Green Party of Ukraine holds its founding congress 

September 30, 1990 

October 1, 1990 

October 17, 1990 

October 20, 1990 

October 23, 1990 

October 25-28, 1990 

October 28, 1990 

November 1, 1990 

Nearly 100,000 march in Kyiv to protest the new union 
treaty proposed by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Parliament reconvenes amid mass protests calling for the 
resignation of its chairman, Leonid Kravchuk, and Prime 
Minister Vitalii Masol, a leftover from the previous regime. 
Students erect a tent city on October Revolution Square 
where they continue the protest. 

Prime Minister Vitalii Masol resigns. 

Patriarch Mstyslav I of Kyiv and all Ukraine arrives at St. 
Sophia Cathedral, ending a 46-year banishment from his 
homeland. 

The Parliament votes to delete Article 6 of the Ukrainian 
Constitution which refers to the "leading role" of the 
Communist Party and adopts other measures to bring the 
Constitution in line with the Declaration on State 
Sovereignty. 

Rukh holds its second congress and declares that its prin­
cipal goal is no longer "perebudova" but the "renewal of 
independent statehood for Ukraine." 

UAOC faithful, supported by Ukrainian Catholics, demon­
strate near St. Sophia Cathedral as newly elected 
Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Aleksei and 
Metropolitan Filaret serve liturgy at the shrine. 

Leaders of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, respectively, 
Metropolitan Volodymyr Sterniuk and Patriarch Mstyslav, 
meet in Lviv during anniversary commemorations of the 
1918 proclamation of the Western Ukrainian National 
Republic. 



November 18, 1990 The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church enthrones 
Mstyslav I as Patriarch of Kyiv and all Ukraine during cer­
emonies at St. Sophia Cathedral. 

November 18, 1990 Canada announces that its consul general to Kyiv will be 
Ukrainian Canadian Nestor Gayowsky. 

November 19, 1990 The United States announces that its consul to Kyiv will 
be Ukrainian American John Stepanchuk. Mr. Stepanchuk 
arrives in Kyiv in early 1991 to set up the consulate. 
Consul General Jon Gundersen arrives soon thereafter. 

November 19, 1990 

early December 1990 

December 15, 1990 

March 17, 1991 

March 30, 1991 

April 7, 1991 

April 26, 1991 

August 1, 1991 

The chairmen of the Ukrainian and Russian Parliaments, 
respectively, Leonid Kravchuk and Boris Yeltsin, sign an 
unprecedented 10-year bilateral pact between the two 
republics. 

The Party for the Democratic Rebirth of Ukraine is formed. 

The Democratic Party of Ukraine is founded. 

A union-wide referendum on the preservation of the 
USSR is approved in Ukraine by 70.2 percent of the vot­
ers. At the same time, however, 80.2 percent approve 
another referendum question posed in Ukraine, indicating 
that they want their country to be "part of a union of Soviet 
sovereign states on the principles of the Declaration on 
State Sovereignty of Ukraine." 

Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky returns to Ukraine after a 
53-year forced absence. 

Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky celebrates Easter liturgy 
at St. George Cathedral in Lviv. 

The day is proclaimed a national day of mourning in 
Ukraine. Twenty-five events, from memorial services to 
conferences and a requiem concert, are held between 
April 21 and 27 to mark the solemn fifth anniversary of the 
Chornobyl nuclear disaster. 

President George Bush addresses the Ukrainian 
Parliament and cautions against "suicidal nationalism," thus 
making clear his reservations about Ukrainian statehood. 



The address comes to be known as the "Chicken Kiev" 
speech. 

August 19-21, 1991 A coup d'etat is attempted in the USSR, but soon fails. 

August 24, 1991 The Ukrainian Parliament proclaims Ukraine an indepen­
dent state, but notes that this matter is subject to a nation­
wide referendum. 

August 28-29, 1991 A delegation from the Russian SFSR and the USSR 
Supreme Soviet rushes to Kyiv to resolve an "emergency 
situation" in the wake of Ukraine's independence procla­
mation. The talks result in a communique pledging coop­
eration to avert "the uncontrolled disintegration of the 
union state" through creation of "interim inter-state struc­
tures" for an undefined transitional period. 

September 9, 1991 

September 9, 1991 

September 22 -
October 2, 1991 

September 23, 1991 

September 27, 1991 

September 29 -
October 5, 1991 

Dismantling begins of the huge statue of Lenin in Kyiv's 
October Revolution Square, now renamed Independence 
Square. 

Canada's Consulate General in Kyiv is opened. 

Parliament Chairman Kravchuk visits Canada and 
the United States, and meets with Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and President George Bush. 

The Ukrainian Parliament votes to dissolve the KGB and 
create the State Security Service. 

The United States announces that Ukraine will be the first 
former Soviet republic to benefit from the Peace Corps 
program. 

A weeklong series of events in Kyiv mourns the mass killings 
of Jews, Ukrainians and others by the Nazis at Babyn Yar. 

October 29, 1991 

November 1991 

The Ukrainian Parliament votes to shut down the 
Chornobyl plant no later than 1993. 

The film "Holod '33" (Famine '33) wins first prize at the 
Kyiv Film Festival and premieres on Ukrainian television 
on the eve of the nationwide referendum on Ukraine's 
independence. 



December 1, 1991 The population of Ukraine approves the August 24, 1991, 
declaration of independence with an astounding 90.32 
percent of the vote. Leonid Kravchuk is elected the first 
president of newly independent Ukraine by 62 percent of 
the voters. 

December 1, 1991 

December 2, 1991 

December 5, 1991 

December 7, 1991 

Poland becomes the first country to grant diplomatic 
recognition to independent Ukraine. 

Canada becomes the first Western country to establish 
diplomatic relations with independent Ukraine. 

Leonid Kravchuk is sworn in as Ukraine's president. 

At a Slavic summit in Miensk, Belarus, Russian, Ukrainian 
and Belarusian leaders announce the formation of a com­
monwealth of the three Slavic republics, leaving the door 
open for other former Soviet republics to join. 

December 25, 1991 President George Bush announces that the United States 
recognizes the independence of Ukraine. 

December 29, 1991 The Ukrainian Weekly's year-in-review issue reports that 
at press time 25 countries have extended formal recogni­
tion to Ukraine. 



LVIV, 1988: One of the many public meetings held during the summer that attracted 
thousands in the wake of the new policy of perebudova (perestroika). This one is near 
Ivan Franko State University. 

KYN, JULY 16, 1990: Deputies in the Ukrainian SSR's Parliament applaud the 
adoption by that body of the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine. The vote was 
an overwhelming 355-4. 



KYIV, OCTOBER 23, 1990: Three days after his return to Ukraine, Patriarch 
Mstyslav I of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church appears at his first press conference. 

KYIV, JUNE 23, 1991: Lev Lukianenko leads a protest march against a new union 
treaty with Moscow. The banner behind him reads: "No to the union treaty!" 



From Perebudova to Independeice 
Hemld editors renew Ukrainian Helsinki Group 

January 17, 1988 

N E W Y O R K - The editorial board of the samvydav journal the 
Ukrainian Herald has officially re-activated the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Monitoring Group by joining it en masse and announcing its new role as the 
group's official organ, reported the External Representation of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Monitoring Group based here. 

In an open letter dated December 30, 1987, the editors of the Herald, 
several of whom were already members, announced that they were joining 
the 11-year-old human rights group and renewing its activity, which had 
ceased since the early 1980s as a result of mass arrests, long-term imprison­
ment and deportation of its membership. The group, formed in November 
1976 to monitor Soviet compliance with the 1975 Helsinki Accords in the 
Ukrainian SSR, has never officially disbanded. 

Vyacheslav Chornovil, who joined the UHG in 1979, renewed the publi­
cation of the Ukrainian Herald last August in response to the new Soviet pol­
icy of glasnost, or openness. 

The full text of the open letter, which is addressed to participants of the 
ongoing Helsinki review conference in Vienna, the Helsinki Federation and 
the International Association of journalists, follows (as translated by The 
Weekly from Ukrainian). 

* * * 

The newly proclaimed Soviet policy of glasnost has given rise to new 
hopes for democratic changes in our country and for the improvement of the 
international climate. 

However, positive changes in the USSR have slowed down; furthermore, 
in recent times regression is evident. This is particularly evident in Ukraine, 
where the leadership, unchanged from the Brezhnev years, strives to change 
the republic into a true Vendee (department) of perestroika, or restructur­
ing. This is confirmed by the unprecedented campaign of the last few years 
of harassment and repression against the first independent publishing organ 
in Ukraine - the uncensored journal Ukrainian Herald. 

The numerous details of this pogrom are well-known by the international 
public. We remind you only that the continuous false attacks upon us in the 
republic's press, radio and television, and during meetings and conferences 



organized by the leadership, have already lasted several weeks. Using lies and 
slander, they try to juxtapose us with our own nation, to depict us as foreign 
agents, supporters of terrorism, fascism and the like. Accordingly, toward the 
editorial board of the journal and its active contributors, they show no shame in 
using the basest methods: beatings, death threats, detention and brief arrests. 

In connection with this, during the last few days representatives of 
repressive organs have sounded on the pages of the official press open 
threats of arrest against members of the journal's editorial board, or of our 
deportation beyond the borders of our fatherland. We ask the world's democ­
ratic public, primarily activists of the Helsinki movement and our colleagues-
journalists, through the power of public support, not to permit the crushing 
of the first independent publishing organ in Ukraine. 

From our perspective, while rejecting the slander and falsehoods, we 
declare that the platform of our activities is and remains [based on] the 
ideals of the international Helsinki movement. We remind all that the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Group, even in times of the most severe repression, did 
not announce the cessation of its activity, even though a considerable num­
ber of group members were serving time in special-regimen labor camps or 
were forced to leave their fatherland. 

With the goal of renewing the activity of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
we announce that the editorial board of the journal Ukrainian Herald, whose 
several individual members already belong to the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
will now en masse join the Ukrainian Helsinki Group and our journal will 
serve as its organ. Let the world judge how the Soviet government respects 
the Helsinki Final Act, which it signed. 

We expect that within the complex situation in Ukraine, where the forces of 
stagnation and reaction endeavor to launch a counteroffensive, the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group and its organ, the Ukrainian Herald, will not remain alone. 

Members of the editorial board: 
Vasyl Barladianu, Mykhailo Horyn, Pavlo Skochok, Vyacheslav Chornovil 
Lviv, December 30, 1987 

Helsinki Accords monitors in Ukraine 
confirm their membership in group 

March 27, 1988 

NEW YORK - Human and national rights activists in Ukraine have taken 
yet another step to revitalize the Ukrainian Helsinki Group by confirming the 
intentions of long-time members to continue their activity in the group. 



In a statement dated March 11 and released here by the External 
Representation of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, the UHG's executive com­
mittee - consisting of Mykhailo Horyn, Zinoviy Krasivsky and Vyacheslav 
Chornovil - announced the following: 

"The new social conditions in the USSR, the release of a significant por­
tion of political prisoners, and a termination of criminal proceedings against 
human rights activists have made it possible to activate the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group in Ukraine." 

The first step in this re-activization was the December 1987 announce­
ment that the independent journal Ukrainian Herald would be the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Group's official press organ and that the journal's editor­
ial board had been co-opted into the group. 

In the March 11 statement, the UHG's executive committee listed the 
following persons as having confirmed their membership in the group: Levko 
Lukianenko, Oksana Meshko, Mykola Matusevych, Mr. Krasivsky, Mr. 
Chornovil, Mr. Horyn, Petro Rozumny, Petro Sichko, Vasyl Sichko, Yosyf 
Zisels, Yaroslav Lesiv, Olha Matusevych and Vasyl Striltsiv. 

Messrs. Lukianenko and Matusevych, it should be noted, are both serv­
ing sentences of "internal exile" - Mr. Lukianenko in the Tomskaya Oblast 
and Mr. Matusevych in the Chitinskaya Oblast. 

The statement also lists the following members of the Ukrainian 
Herald's editorial board as new members of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group: 
Vasyl Barladianu, Bohdan Horyn, Pavlo Skochok, Vitaliy Shevchenko, 
Stepan Sapeliak and Mykola Muratov. 

The statement goes on to note that, "Because of their isolation and other 
reasons, contacts have not yet been established with a few members of the 
group (Ivan Kandyba and Mykola Horbal). But there is no reason to doubt 
their desire to take part in the group's work." 

It is underlined in the document that the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
which was founded November 9, 1976, "never disbanded, as did the Moscow 
group, and never ceased to pursue its activities." 

"Unable to prepare and publish collective documents owing to the mass 
arrests during all these difficult years, the majority of the group's members 
spoke out in behalf of the group individually," it states. 

The statement also points out that the UHG "was subjected to a more 
devastating pogrom during the Brezhnev years of stagnation than any other 
Helsinki group in the USSR. Al l the members of this group served lengthy 
terms of imprisonment and internal exile, and four of its members - Oleksa 
Tykhy, Yuriy Lytvyn, Valeriy Marchenko and Vasyl Stus - died in frightful 
conditions in a special-regimen camp, a veritable death camp, where even 
now, against all dictates of common sense and despite the policy of democra­
tization proclaimed in the USSR, the sufferings of Ukrainian Helsinki moni­
tors Ivan Kandyba, Mykola Horbal, Ivan Sokulsky, Vitaliy Kalynychenko and 



Hryhoriy Prykhodko continue." 
Other UHG members are exiled outside the borders of Ukraine, under 

house arrest or subjected to various forms of persecution and harassment, 
the statement continues. 

Finally, the statement announces, "As before, the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Group will base its activities on such fundamental international documents 
on human rights as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
Convention on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the Final Act of the 
Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe." 

Also, it is noted that, due to the emigration of Mykola Rudenko, UHG 
chairman, Levko Lukianenko, a founding member of the group, has assumed 
the chairmanship. Until a general meeting of the group is held, the executive 
committee composed of three secretaries will coordinate the group's activi­
ties and carry out operational tasks. 

Outspoken Ukrainian artists describe effect 
of reforms on Ukraine's cultural life 

April 17, 1988 

by Marta Kolomayets 
and Chrystyna Lapychak 

After years of silence, a period of stagnation brought about by the 
repressive Brezhnev regime of the 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s, the voices of 
official Ukrainian poets have re-emerged in the late 1980s, providing audi­
ences in the West with a vivid and apparently sincere picture of Ukrainian 
cultural and literary life in Ukraine today. 

Through various invitations, such writers as Dmytro Vasilovych 
Pavlychko and Ivan Fedorovych Drach were warmly greeted in North 
America during the month of March. 

Mr. Pavlychko was one of three Soviet Ukrainian speakers making the 
rounds of Canadian universities for the sixth annual Shevchenko Readings, 
in celebration of the great Ukrainian bard's birth. 

Mr. Drach and Yuriy Harasymovych Ilyenko, a Ukrainian filmmaker, 
were promoting five films made in the 1960s, some of which were shelved for 
more than 20 years. Among these films were "Well for the Thirsty," "Straw 
Bells" and "On the Eve of Kupalo." They were making their journey across 
the United States and Canada, stopping at Ukrainian centers en route to San 
Francisco for a film festival held in late March. 

Messrs. Pavlychko and Drach met up in Toronto, where they were intro-



duced, and in some cases re-introduced, to the Ukrainian community. Both 
men spoke candidly and openly about the current situation in Ukraine. 
Joining them at this meeting was Mr. Ilyenko. 

About a week later Mr. Drach was featured in a literary evening at 
Rutgers University in Newark, where he not only read his poetry, but 
engaged in an open discussion about current affairs and answered questions 
posed by the audience. 

Both poets currently hold prestigious positions in the Writers' Union of 
Ukraine, serving as co-secretaries. Thus, their positions allow them to influ­
ence, suggest and promote policy relating to literature, language and educa­
tion in the Ukrainian republic. 

They are viewed as the link between Ukrainian culture in Ukraine and 
in the West, for both have been to Canada and the United States previously 
and promote the ideas of cultural exchange. 

Mr. Drach, at age 51, is a prolific and talented poet, who comments on 
contemporary issues in his works. A native of the Kiev region of Ukraine, he 
attended the University of Kiev, where he studied philology. He also worked 
for a number of years at the Dovzhenko Studios, where he collaborated with 
Mr. Ilyenko, producing their first joint project, "Well for the Thirsty." (This 
marked the debut of Mr. Drach as a screenwriter and Mr. Ilyenko as a direc­
tor.) 

Mr. Drach was a visitor to the United States and Canada in the mid-
1960s, when he enchanted Western audiences with the beauty of his poetry, 
and his frank and open discussions on a variety of topics. He has worked on 
the editorial boards of Literaturna Ukraina, Dnipro, Vitchyzna and News 
from Ukraine, the English-language weekly of the Association for Cultural 
Relations with Ukrainians Abroad, published in Kiev. 

His collections of poetry, for which he has won the Shevchenko Prize for 
literature, awarded by the Writers' Union of the Ukrainian republic, include: 
"The Sun and the Word," "Kievan Sky" and "Solar Phoenix," among others. 

Mr. Pavlychko hails from the Ivano-Frankivske region of Ukraine and is 
a graduate of Lviv University. The 58-year-old poet's works were first pub­
lished in 1951; they have continued appearing on the pages of the Soviet 
press. He is known for his work in translating poetry of other nationalities, 
both foreign and within the borders of the Soviet Union. Mr. Pavlychko is 
also the winner of the Ostrovsky Literary Prize awarded by the Ukrainian 
Writers' Union for excellence in writing on youth themes. 

His screenplay, "Dream," was released by the Kiev Film Studio in the 
1960s. Currently Mr. Pavlychko serves on the editorial boards of Ukraina 
and News from Ukraine, and as secretary of the Ukrainian Writers' Union, 
heading a commission on language in the republic's schools. 

Mr. Ilyenko, a filmmaker, first gained prominence as the cameraman for 
Sergei Paradzhanov's "Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors," which debuted in 



the early 1960s. He made his directing debut with "Well for the Thirsty," 
which after being banned for 22 years has been shown for the first time in 
the Soviet Union in 1987, and in the West during this March tour. During 
the period of cultural suppression and neglect (the 1970s and early 1980s) 
Mr. Ilyenko's films sometimes found an international audience at film festi­
vals in Europe, the United States (New York) and Japan, although they were 
rarely viewed in the Soviet Union. In the new, more liberal, cultural atmos­
phere currently developing in the Soviet Union, Mr. Ilyenko's films are being 
revived throughout the republics. 

Below is a report on the thoughts voiced by all three men during public 
meetings in Toronto and New Jersey, which we offer our readers for the 
record. Although these "official cultural activists" are only one segment of 
Ukrainian society that is attempting to test the limits of glasnost (we have in 
mind the myriad unofficial groups and journals that have arisen throughout 
Ukraine and whose experiences with glasnost have been somewhat different 
from those of this threesome), certainly their voices provide a glimpse into a 
part of the reality that exists today in Ukraine. Thus, we quote extensively 
from the words of all three men, in an effort to acquaint our readers with 
this aspect of change in the republic's cultural life. 

* * * 

"Perhaps all of this (glasnost, cultural exchanges) is leading to the fact 
that our worlds, that our Ukrainian culture must be united, somehow, so 
that all that is best here and all that is best there must transact - must be 
those two wings with which our nation will live and exist. For with only one 
wing, a nation cannot soar very far," said Ivan Drach, using his famous poet­
ic symbol, during an evening conversation with members of the Toronto 
Ukrainian community in March. 

Both he and Dmytro Pavlychko support the idea of joint projects, and see 
that there are numerous possibilities in the new cultural climate blooming in 
Ukraine today. 

"When intelligent people meet with other intelligent people, then any­
thing is possible. Recent goings-on concerning such things, for example, have 
included certain contacts about which you probably already know ... Harvard 
University and its Ukrainian Institute with the Institute of Literature in 
Kiev. Such honored guests as Omeljan Pritsak, John Fizer, Hryts (George) 
Grabowicz, and others are expected to visit us. 

"This is already very interesting, because this would not have been pos­
sible perhaps even only a year ago, or it would have been difficult to imagine 
such a possibility, and here it exists. There are ongoing discussions on 
whether we could possibly succeed in starting up some kind of joint journal, 
which would be published jointly with some of the writers in Kiev and 
Harvard University, and perhaps the New York group of writers, if it is at all 



possible," said Mr. Drach during a literary evening held in his honor at 
Rutgers University's Newark campus. 

"There are so many abundantly interesting projects," said Mr. Drach, 
commenting on a Ukrainian Literary Encyclopedia that both he and Mr. 
Pavlychko are currently involved with. "We are listing Emma Andievska, 
Bohdan Boychuk, [Ivan] Bahriany, names, which in earlier times, were not 
mentioned," said Mr. Drach. "We are also trying to publish Ukrainian poets 
and writers who live in Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Priashivshchyna and 
Rumania," he added. 

Both poets have literary careers which date back to the days of the 
"Shestydesiatnyky," whose status they spoke about at length during the 
Toronto meeting with the Ukrainian community. 

"We stand behind everything, everything that does not contradict the 
vital existence of our people, our times ... all of this will be published, will 
exist, and everything that meets our criteria will be printed. We stand 
behind the full literary existence of our 'Shestydesiatnyky,' no matter what 
fate has dealt them. Some of them continued their literary work, some sat in 
prison, however, now in our lifetime, we have the opportunity to work, to 
create culture, our own culture - this is perhaps the most important, the 
most precious. Foremostly, we think about the spirit of our 
'Shestydesiatnyky,' and we want their spirit to live on, to exist as part of our 
lives," said Mr. Drach. 

Mr. Pavlychko discussed not only the "Shestydesiatnyky," the writers of 
the 1960s, but he also commented on the unclear literary situation of the 
1970s and the new, emerging hopefuls of the 1980s, labeling them the 
"Vosmydesiatnyky." Among these new voices emerging in poetry, he includ­
ed Mykola Tymchak, Stanislav Chenilevsky, Yuriy Andrukhovych, Natalka 
Bilotserkivets, Svitlana Zholob and Vasyl Harasymiuk. "I name these 
because they are the closest to me, and I'm most familiar with their work," 
said Mr. Pavlychko. 

"A blossoming of an entire generation of interesting young poets has 
occurred in Ukraine; 20- and 30-year-olds who are extraordinarily fascinat­
ing," said Mr. Drach discussing the current Ukrainian literary scene. "I am 
very happy that at this, my (literary) evening, our friends from the 
Ukrainian Mission in New York are present. I think that they would also 
agreeably accept that the younger poets travel to Canada and the United 
States because undoubtedly this meant a lot to me (referring to his first trip 
to the West in 1966), my first trip to the United States and my contacts with 
many people, etc. And presently, there approaches an opportunity for the 
younger generation of poets, the 20- and 30-year-olds, to visit you here," 
stated Mr. Drach. 

He also spoke of prose writers, many from his generation and younger, 
who are currently widely read in Ukraine. Among them, he named: Valentyn 



Tarnavsky, Borys Kharchuk, Volodymyr Drozcl, Valeriy Shevchuk, and the 
Tiutiunnyk brothers, Hryhir and Hryhoriy. 

Discussing rehabilitated writers of the 20th century, Mr. Pavlychko told 
his audience in Toronto: "You already probably know that (Volodymyr) 
Vynnychenko is now being printed in Ukraine; his work has appeared in 
issue No. 12 (December 1987) of Kiev, [Mykola] Khvyliovy was printed in 
issue No. 12 (December 1987) of Vitchyzna. Bohdan Lepky and Osyp 
Turiansky are also being printed now," he added. 

"However, we cannot print all of our past authors," said Mr. Pavlychko. 
"We would have to stop publishing all of our contemporary writers if we 
brought back to life all of our past ones. However, we clearly understand that 
among our past voices, which we want to bring back to life, we have writers 
of various degrees of talent; we must first bring into our cultural process the 
most important ones, for example, Khvyliovy, Mykola Zerov, Mykola Kulish. 
Two of these authors were published previously, except for Khvyliovy. 
However, their meaning for our Ukrainian culture is so great that we give 
them first and foremost consideration; we want to publish their complete 
works," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

However, it seems that publishing plans are not solely limited to voices 
from the past. During his literary evening at Rutgers, Mr. Drach was ques­
tioned on the possibility of partial or full rehabilitation of works by the late 
poet Vasyl Stus. Mr. Stus, a dissident who died tragically at the notorious 
Perm labor camp in September 1985, is widely viewed by numerous critics as 
one of the greatest Ukrainian poets of the 20th century. The question was 
posed by Lydia Ruban, wife of political prisoner Petro Ruban. Mrs. Ruban is 
currently in the West seeking medical care for her paralyzed son Marko. The 
question elicited a rather positive response from Mr. Drach, who said: "If you 
are asking about Vasyl Stus, you probably know he was sent to a labor camp 
and died there, and to publish his poems is not simple. But as far as we are 
concerned, I and several others in our Secretariat of the Writers' Union, 
including Dmytro Pavlychko, secretary of the union, and First Secretary 
Yuriy Mushketyk, we support the publication of his poems, first in journals 
and later, after solving the problems, to publish a collection." 

Mr. Drach reiterated these words during a discussion in Toronto, adding 
that he and Mr. Pavlychko stand firmly behind their commitment, as secre­
taries of the Writers' Union, to ensure that the "name of Vasyl Stus will live 
in our literature, will be a part of our lives." 

During their discussions, it seemed that if it were solely up to Messrs. 
Drach and Pavlychko, there would be few limitations on what and who could 
be published in Ukraine today. 

The writers' publishing plans for the near future do not include only the 
above-mentioned works. A member of the audience at Rutgers-Newark asked 
Mr. Drach whether the Writers' Union was planning any new publications or 



editions this year marking the Millennium of Christianity in Kievan-Rus', to 
which Mr. Drach responded: 

"Well, I cannot speak for the Writers' Union, but I know there are a 
series of publications in various publishing houses, and various commemora­
tions are supposed to take place in June. Now I don't know whether this will 
succeed for us or not, but, as far as the Writers' Union is concerned, we 
would like, on the basis of these two distant and unrelated subjects, but this 
is how it turns out, so that the Millennium of Christianity and the Chornobyl 
tragedy, we would like ... to organize a Chornobyl forum, to which we would 
like to invite writers, experts and others, not only from the Soviet Union, biit 
world-class scholars and religious activists from the Orthodox and Catholic 
Churches, and others ... I imagine this will not take place in Chornobyl, but 
in Kiev." 

Although the picture of the literary world in Ukraine today, as painted 
by the two poets, seems quite optimistic, not all aspects of life are bright, as 
evidenced by the continuing repression of various dissenters, among them 
Mr. Ruban, who was transferred to Perm Camp 35 after the liquidation of 
Camp 36-1, the death camp for four Ukrainian political prisoners. 

Her husband's fate promoted Mrs. Ruban to ask Mr. Drach about the 
continued existence of political prisoners in the USSR despite promises of 
reform. Mr. Drach replied: 

"I cannot speak for Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev nor Volodymyr 
Vasyliovych Shcherbytsky, but I think that neither Gorbachev nor any of the 
writers, nor I, believe it is necessary to have political prisons, political prison­
ers, etc. I think that we are in the process [of changing the system so] that 
none of this will exist any longer, and we are trying to do this with all our 
energy, common sense, understanding and ability," he said. 

As optimistic and positive as the two poets tried to seem during their 
meetings with the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian communi­
ties, neither could disguise his troubled tone when discussing the Ukrainian 
language problem. 

Mr. Pavlychko, who heads the State Commission on Language in 
Schools, discussed this topic, saying: "The question of language is complex, 
yet at the same time simple. In 1927 we passed a law as to the status of the 
Ukrainian language on the territories of the Ukrainian SSR. The law has 
never been changed, or altered; it can be found in our two-volume book of 
the Ukrainian SSR laws and statutes. 

"As a result of the harsh Stalin years, and the aftermath of those Stalin 
years, the situation in Ukraine did not improve along the lines of the 
Ukrainian language," Mr. Pavlychko explained. 

"In Ukraine, in the large cities, in the oblast and trade centers, [a low 
percentage] of the schools remain Ukrainian schools. In Ukraine, in higher 
educational institutions, most of the subjects are taught in the Russian lan-



guage, although this is not true everywhere; the situation in western 
Ukraine is different. But, in general, the situation in my opinion is grave, if 
not catastrophic," he said. 

"Also, our state agencies, our factories, our businesses and academic 
institutions and various other institutions have succeeded in forgetting the 
Ukrainian language. 

"And this was brought up at our plenum - in a discussion about the 
Ukrainian language - and later in an official document titled 'Resolution of 
the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Party on Patriotic 
Upbringing,' where the prestige, the development and the preservation of 
the language were underscored, and this warmed us, and we have begun ask­
ing to include, in our constitution, all necessary laws to ensure a normal exis­
tence for our Ukrainian language. 

"Al l of this has been written about, our government knows about this 
and, as a matter of fact, we have written a letter which was printed in 
Ukraine, as well as in the West," he said, referring to a Writers' Union state­
ment signed by Messrs. Mushketyk, Borys Oliynyk and Pavlychko. 

We have ongoing negotiations with representatives from our govern­
ment, we continue our discussions, thinking: When will that moment come, 
when we will be able to formulate certain rules? We continue to discuss these 
themes in the press. It is no secret that there are people who think that the 
state status of the Ukrainian language might place other languages in an 
equal rights language situation - other languages which are heard in 
Ukraine, among them, Russian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, as well as other 
minorities, such as Greek, etc. In principle, if I were to generalize, I'd have to 
talk about bilingualism, about the culture of bilingualism, because we live in 
a multinational state and every Ukrainian should know the Russian lan­
guage. But, I'm not talking about this, I'm talking about the fact that there 
are 10 million Russians in Ukraine, and every one of them who lives in 
Ukraine should know the Ukrainian language. I'm talking about the fact 
that our state institutions should grant priority to the native language of 
each given country ... this should be a priority. 

"Our judicial documents, our trade, all of this should be transacted in 
the Ukrainian language, as it was during the time of Skrypnyk. We are 
returning to those days and demand the same things," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

The nationalities question, Mr. Pavlychko said, is often referred to by 
Mr. Gorbachev and a special plenum will be devoted to it. Writers are anx­
iously awaiting this plenum. "We are preparing for this, we place great hope 
on Mr. Gorbachev, thinking that many issues will be resolved at this plenum, 
new directions will be outlined here," the poet commented. 

"Everything we do now, we do with the premise that it was only yester­
day we began the October Revolution. We demand to view the last 70 years 
from the sidelines, to see both the positives and negatives of those years, but 



we constantly search for the golden thread that runs through this history of 
Lenin's directives on the nationalities questions, to the theory he proposed 
and the practice that came to be in the Soviet Union. The demands are set 
forth not only by Ukrainian writers, but also by writers of other republics; 
they are also set forth by our people," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

The writers would not be considered the heroes of this play "if we did 
not feel this from our people, if we did not know what our teachers, our peo­
ple, our students write to us, if we did not meet with our peasant folk and 
our workers who come up to us and say, 'We want to put our children in 
Ukrainian schools, but they do not exist... 

"Our democratic law states that a father can choose a school for his chil­
dren with such and such a language of instruction, but it cannot be democra­
tic because he has nothing to choose from. If we did not know all of this, we'd 
have nothing to base our demands on," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

"But, no, our people are alive, we have our own language, it lives, it has 
its forms of life, it lives in the home, in a mother's heart, in our children, in 
our song, in our koliadka, in our traditions - yet it also lives in our institu­
tions - it has not left there forever. We are not resurrecting it from the 
grave, we just want to pull it from its corner and lead it back into the spot­
light, front and center, where it rightfully belongs," the poet added. 

Mr. Drach also responded to the language situation in Ukraine, saying 
that he is not as optimistic as Mr. Pavlychko, whom Mr. Drach regards as an 
honored founder of the Commission on Language in Schools, and a champion 
in helping preserve the Ukrainian language. 

"However, when I look at the situation to Ukrainianize Jews; then, in 
second place, Russians; then thirdly, our damned Ukrainians. Khakhly, mal-
orosy - these are unbelievable things I see; we can try to explain these phe­
nomena, and over-explain them, but when you think that over the last 15 
years Kiev has grown to a population of 1 million, yet in practice it has 
become difficult to establish Ukrainian-language schools, be it a few, because 
you have a father and a mother who reason that they had a difficult life in 
poverty, and would like for their sons and daughters to be 'kulturni che-
lovieky,' " said Mr. Drach passionately. 

"There you have it, these are the bizarre happenings, the reality in 
which we live in. And these are critical, incredibly critical, problems which 
we constantly face," he added. 

• * * 

Following his poetry-reading at Rutgers University, Mr. Drach described 
somewhat the genesis, death and rebirth of one of Mr. Ilyenko's controver­
sial films, "Well for the Thirsty," for which he penned the script. The film, 
which was banned soon after its first series of screenings in Ukraine in 1965, 
symbolically and allegorically deals with such themes as age, death and gen-



eration gaps. It was brought back to life last year with screenings in Kiev 
and Moscow, thanks to the new policies of "hlasnist" and "perebudova," or 
openness and restructuring, according to Mr. Drach. 

"I became acquainted with him [Mr. Ilyenko] during the filming of 
'Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors'; he was the cameraman then. He took my 
first screenplay, this was my thesis - it was more or less like any other 
screenplay or any first work. Yurko Herasymovych Ilyenko was more pre­
pared at that point to take on greater responsibility, and thus he created 
from this (script) an unusually poignant allegory. This allegory was relevant 
not only to the time in which we were living, in other words the 1960s, but 
relates to this time and to all times. 

"This is an allegory about a person, about his age, about how he tries to 
overcome his age and overcome the death of his heritage. But there are these 
sharp, revealing scenes, which were concerned with the problems of parents 
and children then, problems of the generations, which were later actively 
examined by other artists ... but this was one of the first which touched upon 
these problems. It was still not in its proper time ... In one scene, one that 
was fairly drastic and harsh, it showed the walk of the children through the 
cemetery, where amid the sand dunes the children seek the grave of their 
mother and cannot find it in any way ... reflecting the sons' distant attitude 
toward their ancestors, their descendants and their roots ... these were 
poignant subjects. Film at that time, in general, belonged to the expressionis-
tic ode form...many ode-type scripts were written, pathetic inventions ... and 
when concerning the Ukrainian landscape, well then it all had to have 
enchanting scenery, the Dnipro, etc. ... Not only among us [in Ukraine] but 
among you, individuals came and said, 'Indeed! You could not find nicer 
Ukrainian landscapes?' 

"You see," the poet explained, "there is an elementary rule for allegory, 
which demands poignancy, as well as black and white, good and evil, and all 
of this condensed and poignantly presented. And, after all, if we are to dis­
cuss a historical prescription, then all of this [the action of the film] took 
place on the banks of the Dnipro, in the Chyhyryn region, so all of this does 
exist. 

"Well, at first there was an aesthetic rejection of the film by our older 
generation of filmmakers ... Later, after it received more publicity, our writ­
ers came to see it, and while some accepted it, the majority of the older gen­
eration did not accept the film. Al l of this added up ... and was established in 
an ideological pretext, as an opportunity for re-educating our young authors. 
The film was charged as anti-Soviet activity, effectively banned, placed on 
the shelf, and only by some great miracle, wonder, this film was saved and, 
as you can see, exists in this form." 

This "great miracle" or "wonder," according to the artists, has been, in 
effect, the emergence of official attempts at democratic reform, which has 



made possible a new flourishing of the arts in the Ukrainian republic, per­
haps not to the same extent as in other republics, but an emerging growth 
nevertheless. 

In a mid-March interview in the Times-Union of Rochester, N.Y., Mr. 
Ilyenko's comments on glasnost were quoted in detail. 

"My films are different in aesthetics," he said, "different in their treat­
ment of subject matter. They were not quite fitting in with the accepted ideo­
logical framework. 

"When you hear about the changes of perestroika, realize that it didn't 
happen all by itself. There's a reason: in cinema, in literature, in theater 
there has been a glowing there for years, but it never caught into flames. 
Every time there was a suppressive wave, that alone would develop curiosity 
of others. People would give attention and sympathy." 

While the effects of democratization on Ukrainian writers and Ukrainian 
literature have been well-documented and are well-known in the West, less 
has been heard about the influence of liberalization on other branches of 
Ukrainian culture, such as cinema, dance, art, music, theater and cultural 
exchanges with the republic. 

Speaking in Toronto, during the evening meeting with the Ukrainian 
community, Mr. Pavlychko discussed the stagnant state of contemporary 
modern Ukrainian music. 

"I think this is where we have problems," he said. "We don't have much 
to brag about, because unfortunately we do not have a fully developed musi­
cal stage. We don't have the kind of music that would enthrall our youth 
based on Ukrainian folkloric themes. 

"In other words, I would say that this branch of art is underdeveloped. 
Of course, we do have some ensembles that have achieved fame at home and 
are also known in the West," he added. 

"We need an operatic stage, we need such artists as Mokrenko, or 
Dmytro Hnatiuk, who perform Ukrainian folk songs in a traditional spirit. 
However, we should create, we should consider the needs of our youth, which 
is constantly listening to foreign music, or that of other republics in the 
Soviet Union. Especially popular now is a Latvian composer ... we do not 
have such a composer who has a youth following, who could create a musical 
life and - youth is music," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

"In art, the situation is brighter ... we have artists, true creators of a 
new era," the speaker continued. "One name that comes to mind is that of 
Ivan Marchuk, who is not familiar to Westerners. He is an artist who is not a 
member of the Artists' Union; at first they did not accept him and now that 
the union wants to accept him, he no longer wants to join," Mr. Pavlychko 
explained. 

"In painting we also have other names; as I see it, work is going in vari­
ous directions. We have very interesting, very profound artists, who not only 



have a reputation in the Soviet Union, but in other socialist countries as 
well. Allow me to name one of them, who, if I'm not mistaken, currently 
resides in Toronto - Ivan Ostafijchuk." 

Mr. Ostafijchuk happened to be in the audience that night, and Mr. 
Pavlychko, upon learning this, exclaimed affectionately, "Ivane, de ty, synku 
miy?" (Ivan, where are you, my son?). 

Explaining that Mr. Ostafijchuk, who had just recently emigrated from 
Ukraine, could provide more detail about the contemporary art situation in 
Ukraine, Mr. Pavlychko was pleased that he had given proper credit to the 
emigre artist's work. He discussed Mr. Ostafijchuk's role in designing book 
covers for leading literary figures in Ukraine, including Lina Kostenko. Mr. 
Pavlychko also mentioned that two book jackets for his own collections of 
poetry had been designed by the artist. 

"He is not only a book designer, but a most interesting expressionist, 
who not everyone can accept or understand," said the poet. "It would please 
me to see Ivan Ostafijchuk return to Lviv, to Ukraine, nonetheless, I hope 
that the fact that he is now in the West will not create a wall between him 
and Ukraine. We should strive toward achieving such goals that allow a 
writer or an artist to come from Ukraine to the West, not necessarily with a 
delegation, not necessarily by official invitation from some association, but 
simply by invitation from a friend ... to live here a bit, to stay here, without 
watchful guardians ... and Mr. Ostafijchuk has the opportunity to be a pio­
neer in this, to set a precedent," said Mr. Pavlychko. 

"I wish him only the best on these Canadian lands among Ukrainians; 
however, I would like for him to continue to work for our literary circles, for 
our culture, even if it is from Canada ... may he only have that opportunity," 
Mr. Pavlychko said. 

Official program honors Shevchenko, 
upstaging unofficial cultural protest 

May 29, 1988 

KIEV - What was expected to be an unofficial demonstration calling for 
"cultural autonomy" in this Ukrainian capital city on Sunday, May 22, took 
the form of an official afternoon program honoring the poet Taras 
Shevchenko, reported Ukrainian American tourists who returned from 
Ukraine on Tuesday, May 24. 

The Ukrainian Culturological Club (UCC), based in Kiev, had organized 
an unofficial demonstration to protest the Ukrainian republic's lack of cul­
tural freedom and suppression of the Ukrainian language. They were, how-



ever, "upstaged" by the Soviet Ukrainian authorities, who usurped their 
plans and interceded with an official program near the Shevchenko 
Monument across the way from the State University of Kiev. 

According to the American tourists, about 800 people attended the offi­
cial program, which included performances by local choirs and ensembles, as 
well as opening remarks by Borys Oliynyk, chairman of the State 
Commission on Landmarks, who stated: "Let this be a joint celebration to 
celebrate the poet Taras Shevchenko." 

About 300 feet away from the official ceremonies, a group of 200 to 300 
people broke away from the "main event" to conduct their own manifesta­
tion. These Ukrainians, dressed in embroidered shirts and blouses, led by a 
group of 50 to 60 university students, members of the UCC, held their own 
protest, an afternoon of song and poetry readings, reported the U.S. travel­
ers. 

The group had originally planned to read Shevchenko poetry during the 
official program, but, according to Oles Shevchenko, the Ukrainian anti-
nuclear and national rights activist, they were denied permission to do this 
by the authorities. Mr. Shevchenko stated that the officials had told him the 
program was "totally filled." 

"Imagine that," he responded, "an afternoon honoring Taras 
Shevchenko where his poetry is not permitted to be read." 

Mr. Shevchenko and his group were allowed to place bouquets of flowers 
at the foot of the poet's monument. 

The UCC-sponsored event, which ran parallel to the official program in 
time (tourists observed that the official program began at about 5 p.m.; the 
unofficial gathering began about 30 minutes later and both ran late into the 
night, with the last people dispersing after 10 p.m.), included groups of stu­
dents and rights activists singing Ukrainian songs, among them Vasyl 
Symonenko's "Lebedi Materynstva." 

It also included readings of poetry written by the Ukrainian national 
bard, Shevchenko. According to one New Yorker who witnessed this May 22 
manifestation, Mr. Shevchenko read with great feeling Shevchenko's 
"Yurodyvyi" (The Feeble-Minded). When it began getting dark, this group of 
demonstrators held a candlelight vigil. 

Among the Ukrainian human, national and religious rights activists and 
former political prisoners who had traveled to Kiev for the Sunday afternoon 
event were: Bohdan, Mykhailo and Olha Horyn, Maria Неї, Vyacheslav 
Chornovil and his wife, Atena Pashko, Oles Shevchenko, Opanas Zalyvakha, 
Yevhen Sverstiuk, Oles Serhiyenko, Vitaliy Kalynychenko (who was recently 
released from prison and currently resides in Kharkiv), Petro Rozumny, 
Serhiy Naboka, Alia Marchenko (widow of Valeriy), Olha Heyko-Matusevych, 
Yevhen Proniuk and Mykhailo Slobodian, to name but a few of the better-
known dissidents. 



According to the Ukrainian Americans who attended the demonstration, 
the organizers and participants of the afternoon "unofficial" protest did not 
experience any immediate repercussions because of their participation in this 
event. 

May 22 marks the anniversary of the transfer of Taras Shevchenko's 
body from St. Petersburg to Kiev, and then to its final resting place in Kaniv, 
in 1861. During the days of Petro Shelest, Ukrainian Communist Party 
leader in the 1960s and early 1970s, Ukrainian patriots commemorated May 
22 by holding demonstrations and poetry readings near the Shevchenko 
monument. The tradition was banned when Volodymyr Shcherbytsky came 
to power in 1972. 

Non-Russian national rights activists 
form Committee of Patriotic Movements 

June 26, 1988 

by Bohdan Nahaylo 

Representatives of six non-Russian national movements met in the west­
ern Ukrainian city of Lviv on June 11 and 12 and founded a Coordinating 
Committee of Patriotic Movements of the Peoples of the USSR. According to 
documents issued by the participants in the meeting that have just become 
available in Munich, the new committee is supported by national rights cam­
paigners from Ukraine, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, Georgia and Armenia. 

Following a recently formed inter-nationality group to defend political pris­
oners, the new body represents the most ambitious attempt in the post-Stalin 
period by non-Russian dissidents to form a common front against Moscow's rule. 

Inter-national defense committee 

Shortly after the Gorbachev leadership inaugurated the policy of glas­
nost and began freeing political prisoners, Ukrainian and Armenian dissi­
dents formed their own committees in defense of political prisoners. In 
September 1987 it was announced that the two groups had decided to join 
forces and found a joint Ukrainian-Armenian Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners. The initial press statement issued by this body was 
signed by Vyacheslav Chornovil for the Ukrainians and Paruir Airikyan for 
the Armenians. 

Not long afterwards, representatives of a new Georgian Committee for 
the Defense of Political Prisoners joined the Ukrainians and Armenians, and 



the name of their organization was changed to the Inter-National Committee 
in Defense of Political Prisoners. 

In December the authorities showed their unease about the new unoffi­
cial activity that was focusing attention on the nationalities question by pre­
venting Messrs. Chornovil and Airikyan from attending an unofficial human 
rights seminar in Moscow at which they were to have chaired a section deal­
ing with this sensitive issue. 

Despite this setback, the first meeting of the Inter-National Committee 
in Defense of Political Prisoners was held in Yerevan on January 12-14. It 
was attended by five Armenians, two Georgians and two Ukrainians. The 
participants called on representatives of other nationalities to join forces 
with their organization and issued a statement addressed to the Soviet lead­
ership. In it they drew attention to the fact that non-Russians have tradi­
tionally made up a disproportionately large number of the Soviet Union's 
political prisoners and linked the Soviet government's repressive policies to 
the USSR's "unresolved" national problems. 

The programmatic aspect 

In the same document, the representatives of three national movements 
proposed a series of "minimal" measures to facilitate the resolution of the 
nationalities question. 

These included the introduction of constitutional provisions in all of the 
non-Russian republics making the national languages there the state lan­
guage; the safeguarding of cultural facilities for smaller nations without 
their own statehood, and for national minorities living within the borders of 
other republics; the repeal of clauses in the education laws that have the 
effect of promoting Russification; a review of national problems left over 
from the Stalin era; recognition of the right of peoples to be reunited with 
their compatriots living outside the Soviet Union; and more say for the non-
Russians in the way that the USSR's resources are distributed and environ­
mental questions handled. 

Example of inter-national solidarity 

The following month the unrest in connection with the situation in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region broke out, and within a few weeks Mr. Airikyan 
was arrested for his role in the Armenian protests. Interestingly, he was 
arrested on March 25, only days after Ukrainian and Georgian dissenters 
had been in Yerevan for a further meeting of their inter-national committee. 

The day after Mr. Airikyan's arrest, the Ukrainian representative, Pavlo 
Skochok, immediately issued a statement expressing the support of his 
Ukrainian colleagues for the Armenian activist. On May 13 the Soviet 
Ukrainian daily Radianska Ukraina accused Mr. Skochok of having gone to 



Yerevan to agitate the Armenians to continue their protests, and of "taking 
it upon himself to promise them 'the support of the Ukrainian people.' " 

The committee expands 

Since then, the Inter-National Committee has succeeded in attracting 
the participation of Baltic activists. At the meeting in Lviv earlier this 
month, leading representatives of the national movements in Lithuania, 
Estonia and Latvia were also present. They included Lagle Parek and Mattu 
Vi lu from Estonia, Antanas Terleckas and Eugenijus Krikovskis from 
Lithuania, and Ivars Zhukovskis from Latvia. 

The Georgians were represented by Merab Kostava, and the Ukrainians 
by seven activists, including Mr. Chornovil, Mykhailo Horyn, Stepan 
Khmara and Pavlo Skochok. Although Armenian representatives could not 
attend, they were reported to have endorsed the proceedings. 

Thus, the Lviv meeting brought together an impressive group of activists 
and was a milestone in the development of closer cooperation between 
national rights campaigners in the various non-Russian republics. 

The meeting issued a new appeal from the Inter-National Committee to 
the Soviet government. Its authors demand the release of all political prison­
ers and their full rehabilitation, as well as investigations into the circum­
stances of the deaths in recent years of a number of imprisoned dissidents. 
The existence of political prisoners, the signatories argue, places in question 
the sincerity of the authorities' stated desire to build a society with the rule 
of law. It is still a case of "democracy with a gagged mouth," they state. 

In order to demonstrate their concern about this matter, the participants 
of the meeting in Lviv announced that they would be holding hunger strikes 
from June 13 until the start of the Communist Party conference on June 28. 

Non-Russian national movements 

Significantly, the non-Russian activists also announced that they were 
forming a Coordinating Committee of the Patriotic Movements of the 
Peoples of the USSR. Its objective, according to the inaugural declaration, is 
to provide a means of exchanging experiences among the various non-
Russian "national democratic movements," coordinating activity in between 
meetings and elaborating a common program. It is planned to hold a follow-
up meeting in Latvia in September and to issue quarterly bulletins. 

In the same document, the founding members of the coordinating commit­
tee express their concern about the "inability" of the Soviet leadership to 
resolve the national question. They note that the Kremlin's handling of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute, the Gromyko Commission's response to the 
demand of the Crimean Tatars and the way in which elections of delegates to 
the party conference have chosen those responsible for many of the problems 



in the union republics, has both disappointed and served as a warning to non-
Russians "who placed their hopes on the Soviet leadership's new course." 

Apart from endorsing the positions previously adopted by the inter­
national committee, the signatories also stress that, as far as they are con­
cerned, change for the better in the Soviet Union "is inseparably linked with 
the complete political and economic decentralization of the USSR, which we 
envisage in the future as a confederation of separate sovereign states." 

Another related document calls on all other "democratic" national move­
ments in the USSR to support the coordinating committee. It categorically 
opposes any attempt by "reactionary forces" to "preserve the status quo and 
divide us, setting Azerbaidzhanis against Armenians, Russians and 
Ukrainians against Crimean Tatars, Christians against Muslims, Orthodox 
against Catholics and inciting everyone against the Jews." 

When it comes to the Russians, the founders of the coordinating commit­
tee sound something of a critical and suspicious note. Having emphasized 
that they consider themselves to be representatives of nations that have been 
"forcibly made part of the Soviet Union," the non-Russian dissenters express 
the view that just as in the past, so today: 

"... many of the activists in the Russian democratic opposition have not 
yet grasped the primary axiom of democracy: nations cannot be genuinely 
free if they oppress other nations, or if they serve as instruments of such 
oppression, which amounts to the same thing. From this stems an underesti­
mation of national problems and a fear of the radicalization of national 
movements, of their going beyond [making] demands in the cultural and lan­
guage spheres." 

A fourth document issued by the participants of the meeting in Lviv is 
addressed to President Ronald Reagan. Its authors express disappointment 
that the American leader did not raise the issue of national problems during his 
recent visit to the Soviet Union. The USSR, they maintain, "is anything but a 
union of equal peoples." It is still held together by force, and its constituent 
"nations find themselves in a Soviet straitjacket." The non-Russian activists 
end by expressing the hope that President Reagan will not abandon their cause. 

Conclusion 

One of the most dramatic effects of glasnost has been the way in which it 
has galvanized the non-Russians from the Baltic to the Caucasus. Until now, 
apart from non-Russian writers and cultural figures expressing interest in 
what is going on in other union republics, there have been few signs of any 
concerned activity. 

Now it seems that an important start has been made by non-Russian dis­
sidents in coordinating their activity and presenting a united front. It 
remains to be seen whether, even at a time of glasnost, the authorities will 
tolerate such a challenge. 



Democratic Front to Promote Perestroika 
formed in Ukraine 

July 24, 1988 

by Dr. Roman Solchanyk 

News has reached the West that a Democratic Front to Promote 
Perestroika has been formed in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv. The new 
organization, which represents a federation of several "informal" groups, 
was launched at a public rally on July 7 on the initiative of an "Action Group 
to Conduct Meetings." Between 10,000 and 20,000 people are said to have 
taken part in the gathering. 

Earlier it had been reported that a similar group, the Popular Union to 
Promote Perestroika, had been formed in Kiev on June 9. Little is known of 
its activities. Similar "popular fronts" have recently surfaced in the Baltic 
republics of Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia. 

The information that has become available thus far indicates that the 
Lviv rally - the latest in a series of recent mass public gatherings in that city 
- was a heated affair that witnessed verbal sparring matches between offi­
cially approved speakers and representatives of the informal groups. 

From the very start, the authorities attempted to gain the upper hand by 
limiting the meeting's agenda to public discussion of only one topic - namely, 
the location of the proposed monument to the Ukrainian national poet Taras 
Shevchenko. This has emerged as a highly controversial local issue, involving 
charges that the Lviv officials are intent on downplaying the monument's 
significance by refusing to site it on the city's main thoroughfare. 

In order to steer the discussion in the desired direction, the "authorized" 
speakers are reported to have opened the meeting earlier than scheduled. 
Observers noted the less than inconspicuous presence of specially selected 
"enthusiasts" in the crowd; their sole function appeared to be shouting down 
speakers from the informal groups. 

Among the latter were Vyacheslav Chornovil, a former political prisoner 
and now chief editor of the unofficial journal Ukrainskyi Visnyk (Ukrainian 
Herald); the former political prisoners Mykhailo and Bohdan Horyn, both of 
whom are active in several unofficial groups, including the Inter-National 
Committee in Defense of Political Prisoners; and Ivan Makar, a design engi­
neer at the Institute of Applied Problems of Mechanics and Mathematics of 
the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. 

Mr. Makar, together with Mr. Chornovil, the Horyn brothers, Iryna 
Kalynets and several others, was named in recent articles in the Lviv dailies 



Vilna Ukraina and Lvovskaya Pravda that characterized the organizers of an 
earlier rally in Lviv as "nationalist"; Mr. Makar was singled out as "the con­
ductor and master of ceremonies" and a "chairman" of the rally, which was 
held on June 16. 

In spite of the efforts of the authorities, public sentiment supported the 
representatives of the informal groups. A resolution was adopted rejecting 
the officially approved site for the Shevchenko monument. At the same time, 
the decision was made to establish the Democratic Front, whose collective 
membership includes, among others, the Lviv Political Discussion Club, the 
Lviv branch of the Trust Group, the Public Committee of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, the Lev Society, the Native 
Language Society, and the Jewish Cultural and Literary Society. The Lev 
Society and the Native Language Society have been referred to positively in 
the Soviet Ukrainian press. 

The Ukrainian Helsinki Union is a new organization. Its declaration of 
20 founding principles is dated July 7. The first paragraph of the preamble 
states: 

"The Ukrainian Helsinki Union [Spilka], as a federative association of 
self-ruling rights defense groups and organizations in the oblasts, raions and 
cities of Ukraine and beyond its borders, is being formed on the basis of the 
Ukrainian Public Group to Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki 
Accords and confirms allegiance to the rights defense principles of the 
group's declaration of November 9, 1976." 

Little if anything is known about the Jewish group. It should be noted, 
however, that TASS, reporting recently on a meeting in Lviv commemorat­
ing the 45th anniversary of the destruction of the city's Jewish ghetto, 
remarked that "its participants discussed questions of protecting monu­
ments of Jewish culture in Lviv Oblast, popularization of the Jewish lan­
guage and literature, and supported the opening in Lviv of a Jewish school 
and a synagogue." It may be assumed that these activists are linked to the 
Jewish cultural and literary group. 

The Democratic Front announced that its activities will be guided by the 
following "main principles": 

• 1. The basic objectives of the Democratic Front are to promote pere­
stroika; exercise public control over the democratic restructuring of govern­
ment, public and party organs; cultivate democratic awareness in the public; 
and propagandize the ideas of perestroika. 

• 2. The main thrust of the Democratic Front's activities should be par­
ticipation in elections and control over their democratic conduct. 

• 3. Membership in the Democratic Front is open to all who agree with 
its principles. Collective members of the Democratic Front may be guided by 
their own programs and put forth political, social, national and other 
demands that do not contradict general democratic principles. 



Representatives of official organs, whose direct responsibility is to implement 
the ideas of perestroika, cannot join the Democratic Front. 

• 4. The Democratic Front does not have organs defined by its main 
functions. Organizationally, it is a coalition whose organs only have consulta­
tive rights or executive functions. 

• 5. The Democratic Front conducts its work through its collective 
members and support groups at enterprises, institutions, and at the local 
level. 

• 6. The Democratic Front should influence the process of perestroika 
with the help of public committees, the press and other democratic methods. 

• 7. The activities of the Democratic Front are guided by its statutes, 
which are based on the above principles. 

The organizers announced that another rally is scheduled for early 
August, at which time a number of documents are to be made public. 

In the meantime, Komsomolskaya Pravda has published its version of 
what transpired in Lviv on July 7. In an article appearing only three days 
later, the Moscow youth organ attempted to discredit the organizers of the 
rally, describing a group of them as "Western-supported, previously convict­
ed 'rights defenders,' some of whom were in Moscow at a reception with 
President Reagan not too long ago." 

Messrs. Makar, Chornovil and their supporters, it claimed, conducted 
the rally according to "their own scenario" and "demanded the immortaliza­
tion of the memory of Banderites - members of the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists." The newspaper confirmed that "many thousands" 
took part in the meeting, but made no mention of the Democratic Front. 

The formation of the Democratic Front to Promote Perestroika is the 
latest development stemming from a series of recent mass meetings in Lviv. 
The first of these, on June 16, was organized by the Action Group to 
Establish the T. H. Shevchenko Native Language Society, which reconstitut­
ed itself as the Action Group to Conduct Meetings. Between 6,000 and 8,000 
people are reported to have gathered at the Ivan Franko monument, where 
they heard speakers declare "no confidence" in the local list of delegates to 
the 19th Communist Party Conference. 

The authorities responded by promising to announce a program for the 
Moscow conference, as well as a new list of delegates at a public meeting 
scheduled for June 21 at the Druzhba Stadium. That morning, however, the 
city's mailboxes were filled with announcements urging residents not to 
attend the gathering. On the same day, Lviv's two main newspapers carried 
articles "exposing" the organizers of the meeting as "nationalists." Letters to 
the editor labeled them "nationalist and Uniate rowdies," "dependents of the 
CIA" and "paid agents of Western special services." 

Simultaneously, authorities issued a list of 16 "Provisional Regulations 
for the Conduct of Meetings and Other Mass Initiatives Organized in the 



Cities and Other Population Centers of Lviv Oblast." 
Nonetheless, on June 21 about 50,000 people are said to have arrived at 

the stadium only to find that it had been "closed for repairs." A two-hour 
meeting outside of the stadium took place in spite of attempts to disturb the 
proceedings and demands by the authorities that the crowd disperse. It was 
decided to hold another rally on July 7. That meeting, as has now been 
learned, formed the Democratic Front to Promote Perestroika. 

Lviv authorities crack down on public meetings 

August 14, 1988 

by Bohdan Nahaylo 

News has reached the West about how the authorities in the western 
Ukrainian city of Lviv have been using force and administrative methods to 
prevent unofficial public meetings and unauthorized religious services. 

According to the latest reports, on August 4 local police forcibly broke up 
a gathering in the city called by the Initiative Group of the newly formed 
Democratic Front to Promote Perestroika - an umbrella organization repre­
senting several "informal" groups. 

Moreover, the authorities have also begun taking tougher action against 
members of the banned Ukrainian Catholic Church after a number of unautho­
rized religious services last month that attracted several thousand worshippers. 

For some time now the Ukrainian authorities have demonstrated their 
unease about the recent surge of independent public activity in Lviv. It will 
be recalled that in June and July three mass public meetings were held in 
the city, the largest of which, on June 21, attracted an estimated 50,000 peo­
ple. On July 17 some 15,000 people were present when the Democratic Front 
was formed. The response of the authorities was to attack the organizers of 
the meetings in the press, issue warnings and threaten Ukrainian activists 
with criminal proceedings. 

According to information issued by the unofficial Ukrainian Helsinki 
Union, the Lviv authorities did their utmost to prevent the meeting sched­
uled for the evening of August 4. Warnings were published in the local press 
pointing out that the gathering was prohibited, and the head of the initiative 
group, Ivan Makar, was arrested at 9 a.m. on the day of the planned meeting. 

On the evening itself the militia cordoned off the statue of Ivan Franko, 
where the meeting was to have taken place. 

Several thousand people nevertheless gathered in the surrounding 
streets and started singing patriotic songs. At this point special riot police 
with dogs were let loose on the crowds. They are reported to have beaten and 



injured people, dragged some of them by their hair or feet to waiting vehi­
cles, and seized cameras from anyone taking pictures. 

The "press release" issued by the newly formed press service of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Union on August 5 about the breaking up of the meeting 
indicates the shock and outrage which this action appears to have caused. It 
states: 

"The barking of dogs, screaming of children and pitiful cries of women 
provided the final brushstrokes to the portrait: 'Democracy and 
Restructuring Ukrainian Style' ... Thus, on August 4, 1988, for the first time 
in many years, blood was shed on the pavements of Lviv, and together with it 
fell the last illusions of the people, who were treated by the authorities as if 
they were enemies." 

On August 6 the Ukrainian Helsinki Union sent a protest telegram to 
Mikhail Gorbachev, claiming that what happened in Lviv on August 4 "is rem­
iniscent of the methods used by the most reactionary regimes in subduing 
their population." In it the Ukrainian activists demanded that those "responsi­
ble for the anti-democratic pogrom" be made accountable for their actions. 

(In an update on the events of August 4 in Lviv, the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Union's press service reported via telephone on August 8 a list of 23 persons 
who were known to have been detained, arrested or fined by local police, 
KGB and the 6th Spetsnaz [militia] Company on that evening. The 23 indi­
viduals, who range in age from 16 to 57, were reportedly held and tried one 
after another in proceedings that lasted until 3 a.m. the next morning.) 

Meanwhile, the behavior of the western Ukrainian authorities seems 
also to have dashed hopes that the Soviet government may move towards 
legalizing the Ukrainian Catholic Church. According to a telephone inter­
view conducted by the Associated Press with one of the leading Ukrainian 
Catholic activists, Ivan Неї, who is also based in Lviv, new police actions 
against his co-religionists "began after several church services that attracted 
thousands of people in July." 

The activist said that on July 15 between 15,000 and 20,000 people had 
gathered in a village in the Ternopil region to celebrate the Millennium of 
the baptism of Kievan Rus'. Furthermore, on July 23 about 5,000 people met 
to hold a service for the victims of Stalinism. 

"There is without doubt a sharp increase in pressure on the Church, and 
not only on the Church, but on the whole society," Mr. Неї told the AP. 

He revealed that "police had broken up services, prevented rural resi­
dents from reaching other villages for services and levied heavy fines" on 
those taking part in unauthorized services: 300 rubles ($480) for the first 
offense, and up to 1,000 rubles ($1,600) for a second offense. 

The AP pointed out that only in June Mr. Неї had told its representa­
tives that the authorities had "started taking a more lenient attitude toward 
the [Ukrainian Catholic] Church, without granting it official status." 



"Fortunate are those who remain 
steadfast through God's trials^ 

August 21, 1988 

by Marta Kolomayets 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. - More than 10,000 faithful, members of the out­
lawed Ukrainian Catholic Church, gathered in the clearing of the 
Zarvanytsia forest, Ternopil Oblast, to celebrate the Millennium of their 
Christian faith on Sunday, July 17, according to Western tourists who also 
participated in the religious ceremonies. 

Reportedly the largest public gathering of Ukrainian Catholics in the 
Soviet Union since the Stalinist regime outlawed the Church in 1946, the 
Sunday service was celebrated by Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk of Ivano-Frankivsk. 

People traveled to Zarvanytsia, the site of a shrine to the Virgin Mary 
and one of the most sacred places for Ukrainian Catholics, from towns and 
villages in the Ternopil, Lviv, Rivne and Transcarpathian oblasts to attend 
the Millennium services. 

Some of the believers journeyed more than 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) 
and set up camp near the village of Zarvanytsia. Others, traveling by bus, 
were stopped by the police about five kilometers outside the village and 
ordered to turn back. The faithful refused and made the final leg of their pil­
grimage on foot. 

The militia kept a watchful eye over the untiring flock, frequently per­
suading them to disperse and return to their homes. According to Western 
eyewitnesses, more police appeared on the morning of July 17, accompanied 
by numerous party officials and Komsomol activists, but neither the stern 
warnings of the authorities, nor the heavy rains, which began at 2 a.m., 
could force the Ukrainian Catholics to break up their commemorations. 

According to the Rev. Kenneth Olsen, a Ukrainian Catholic priest from 
British Columbia, faithful of all ages participated in a procession that wound 
its way to the site of the jubilee services, encircling a tall wooden cross spiked 
into the ground. 

Bishop Vasylyk, with a handful of clergy at his side, instructed the faith­
ful that he and his priests would hear confessions, and also offered full abso­
lution to all who attended the service. 

Members of the Committee in Defense of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
were also present, collecting signatures for their petition for the legalization 
of the Church. The action, which saw bishops of the Church emerge from the 
underground, began in August 1987. 



The document was sent to both Pope John Paul II and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, and petitioned for the legalization of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 

To date, more than 30,000 signatures have been collected. 
A service, which included the blessing of spring waters, began at 11 a.m., 

followed by high liturgy. Responses were sung by the faithful and more than 
4,000 received the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

In his moving sermon, Bishop Vasylyk, speaking into a microphone set 
up for the service, addressed his persecuted faithful, stating: 

"Great is this day that the Lord has created. Let us rejoice in it and be jubi­
lant. With these words I greet all of you, the sons and daughters of the Catholic 
Church, on this great holiday, the Millennium of the baptism of Kievan Rus'." 

The hierarch spoke of the year 988, when Prince Volodymyr brought 
Christianity to his people, when they cast aside their pagan beliefs and inher­
ited a new culture, a Christian culture. It is this culture, said Bishop 
Vasylyk, that has borne many great men. 

"Fortunate are those who remain steadfast through God's trials; it is but 
a small cross in our lives that God's Providence has laid upon our shoulders. 
And fortunate are those who keep the faith, who do not stray from God's 
calling," said the bishop to the gathered faithful, who have endured more 
than four decades of persecution as members of the outlawed Church, which 
is known as the Church of the Catacombs. 

Zarvanytsia has been regarded as a sacred site for many centuries. Although 
the first historical reference to the apparition of the Protectress Virgin Mary in 
this area was in 1458, legends date its existence back to the 13th century. 

Multitudes in Lviv mark November 1 Act 
in historic vigil at Yaniv Cemetery 

November 13, 1988 

OTTAWA - Tens of thousands of Ukrainians in Lviv publicly commemo­
rated the 70th anniversary of the November 1 Act that proclaimed the inde­
pendence of western Ukraine and established the Western Ukrainian National 
Republic on the lands formerly ruled by the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

News of the public commemoration was reported by the Ukrainian 
Central Information Service and disseminated by the Ottawa-based 
Ukrainian Information Bureau. 

Citing eyewitness sources, UCIS said that 20,000 to 50,000 persons, 
including several Ukrainian Catholic priests, took part in the candlelight cer­
emony at the historic Yaniv Cemetery on the outskirts of Lviv. According to 



eyewitnesses, the crowd was described as a "sea of humanity" and others 
characterized the atmosphere as "very moving." 

Other sources told The Ukrainian Weekly that the event marked the 
first time that a November 1 commemoration at the Yaniv Cemetery was 
held with official permission. The sources also said the clergymen officiating 
were believed to be the Revs. Mykhailo Havryliv and Petro Zeleniuk. 

Requiem services were offered at the graves of Gen. Myron Tarnavsky, 
commander-in-chief of the Ukrainian Galician Army (UHA), and Kost 
Levytsky, well-known publicist, lawyer and prime minister of the Western 
Ukrainian National Republic. 

Ihor Kalynets, a national rights advocate whose activities stretch from 
the days of the generation of the 1960s ("Shestydesiatnyky"), read a collec­
tion of poems about the Russians' destruction of the graves of the Ukrainian 
Sich Riflemen ("Sichovi Striltsi"). 

Rostyslav Bratun, a member of the official Writers' Union, delivered an 
address in which he spoke about fighting for the independence of Ukraine. 
The two-hour ceremony concluded with chants of "Slava Ukraini." 

The throng sang songs of the Ukrainian "Striltsi," and the Ukrainian 
blue-and-yellow flag was displayed at the site of the ruined graves. The mili­
tia keenly monitored the ceremony, but made no attempt to disrupt it, the 
eyewitnesses reported. 

US.y Soviet officials address 
human rights in Moscow talks 

Dissidents participate in historic meetings, voice concerns 

November 27, 1988 

by Roma Hadzewycz 

MOSCOW - In what many observers both in the USSR and the United 
States described as an unprecedented series of meetings, a 14-member delega­
tion representing the U.S. Congressional Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and members of the USSR Supreme Soviet met here for 
four days on November 14-17 to discuss a variety of human rights concerns. 

The Moscow session, which culminated on Friday, November 18, with a 
press conference featuring U.S. and Soviet officials, was noteworthy also for 
the participation of approximately 100 human, national and religious rights 
activists, as well as refuseniks - a group representing all shades of dissent in 
the Soviet Union. 



Among the rights activists present were 15 Ukrainians involved in the 
struggle for national and religious rights, including a delegation headed by 
Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk representing the still outlawed Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. 

The U.S. delegation, headed by the chairman of the Helsinki Commission, 
Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.), sought the release of all Soviet political prisoners -
179 cases were cited by the Americans - and the resolution of 600 refuseniks' 
cases. Though there was no concrete response from the Soviets regarding the 
political prisoners, officials did pledge to allow 147 refuseniks to leave the 
USSR, saying there were no barriers to their emigration. 

Other members of the U.S. delegation, which was composed of Helsinki 
Commission members, as well as other members of Congress, were: Reps. 
Bill Richardson (D-N.M.), Christopher Smith (R-N.J.), Don Ritter (R-Pa.), 
John Porter (R-Ill.), Mickey Edwards (R-Okla.), John Lewis (D-Ga.), John 
LaFalce (D-N.Y.) and E. Clay Shaw Jr. (R-Fla.); Sens. Dennis DeConcini CD-
Ariz.), the Helsinki Commission's co-chairman, and Charles Grassley (R-
Iowa); Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Affairs Richard Schifter, Assistant Secretary of Defense Ronald Lehman and 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce Louis Laun. 

Ukrainian participants 

Ukrainian rights activists who participated at various times in formal and 
informal meetings with U.S. officials, luncheons with U.S. and Soviet dele­
gates, and a reception at Spaso House, the official residence of the U.S. ambas­
sador to the USSR, were: Mykhailo and Bohdan Horyn, Mykola Horbal, 
Vyacheslav Chornovil, Stepan Khmara, Oles Shevchenko, Serhiy Naboka, 
Yevhen Sverstiuk, Ivan and Maria Неї, Bishop Vasylyk, the Revs. Mykhailo 
Havryliv and Hryhoriy Simkailo, Mykhailo Osadchy and Mykola Muratov. 

The U.S. delegation's five-day visit to the Soviet capital began on 
Monday, November 14, with an informal meeting at the U.S. Embassy com­
pound with dissidents: refuseniks, Baits, Ukrainians, Russians, Pentecostals, 
Ukrainian Catholics, Russian Orthodox and others. 

After an opening plenary session on Tuesday morning, November 15, 
formal sessions between the U.S. Congressional delegation and members of 
the Supreme Soviet were held on Tuesday and Wednesday in three working 
groups: freedom of religion (chaired by Sen. DeConcini), the individual and 
the law (Rep. Ritter, chair), and freedom of movement (Rep. Hoyer, chair). 

Substantive issues raised 

According to participants, many substantive issues were raised in these 
sessions, among them the legalization of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
the release of the two Helsinki monitors still serving sentences for their 



human rights activity, Lev Lukianenko and Mykola Matusevych of the 
Ukrainian Helsinki Union, who are both serving exile sentences. 

On Wednesday afternoon, November 15, the Helsinki Commission also 
hosted three separate luncheons which brought together Soviet officials and 
a smaller group of 15 dissidents. Among this group were Bishop Vasylyk and 
Mr. Chornovil. 

According to Mr. Chornovil, a longtime human and national rights 
activist and veteran political prisoner, exchanges at the luncheons were 
forthright and substantive. Mr. Chornovil told The Weekly that Soviet offi­
cials and rights activists engaged in an unprecedented face-to-face discussion 
on human rights and reforms in the USSR. Among those present at the lun­
cheon attended by Mr. Chornovil - persons hardly likely to sit down at the 
same table for a meal - were rights activists Lev Timofeyev and Kazys Saja, 
Izvestia editor Ivan Laptev and Veniamin Yakovlev of the All-Union 
Scientific-Research Institute of Soviet Legislation. 

During their stay in Moscow the U.S. delegates met also with the 
Commission on Humanitarian Cooperation and Human Rights of the Soviet 
Committee for European Security and Cooperation headed by Fyodor Burlatsky. 

Additionally, other meetings held outside the scope of official sessions 
took place between U.S. officials and Soviet dissenters. One such meeting 
brought several Ukrainian rights activists together with Rep. Ritter of the 
Helsinki Commission and Orest Deychakiwsky, a commission staffer. 

A reception for members of the U.S. delegation, deputies of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, rights activists and invited guests - several hundred persons 
in all - was held Thursday evening, November 17, at Spaso House. 

Here one saw Ukrainian human rights activists, leaders of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Estonian national rights activists, members of the Hare 
Krishna sect, refuseniks and other dissidents mingling with American and 
Soviet officials, and speaking a variety of languages. 

Many rights activists were seen thanking U.S. congressmen and senators 
for their years of support, and Ukrainian Catholics were observed speaking with 
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick of the Catholic Archdiocese in Newark, N.J. 
The prelate was an official observer at the U.S.-Soviet meetings in Moscow. 

Among invited guests were Dr. David R. Marples of the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta, and Roma Hadzewycz, 
editor of The Ukrainian Weekly, both of whom were on a tour of journalists 
and scholars visiting the USSR. 

The U.S. delegation's five days in Moscow came to a close on Friday, 
November 18, with a press conference at the Soviet Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. It was there that Rep. Hoyer described the four days of U.S.-Soviet 
talks as "very worthwhile," while his Soviet counterpart, Vadim Zagladin, 
secretary of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Council of Union of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, and chairman of the Soviet deputies' delegation, said 



the talks were a "success." 
U.S. officials said they were satisfied they had been able to raise pressing 

human rights concerns, but that the talks had failed to meet the conditions, 
including release of all political prisoners, set out by Western states in order 
for a conference on human rights to be held in Moscow as part of the contin­
uing Helsinki Accords review process. 

Asked to sum up the feelings of the U.S. delegation at the conclusion of 
their meetings in Moscow, Mr. Deychakiwsky, a staffer of the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, said, "for members of our delegation it 
was an unforgettable week - in particular our meetings with Soviet dissidents." 

"Many members of our delegation," he continued, "were genuinely 
moved by their personal meetings with Soviet rights activists on whose 
behalf many of them had spoken out." 

Mass meeting in Kiev focuses 
on ecological issues, political situation 

December 4, 1988 

by Dr. David Marples 

KIEV - A major demonstration was held here on Chervonoarmiyska 
Street near the city center on November 13 with some 10,000 persons partic­
ipating. (The Associated Press cited a figure of 20,000.) Although ostensibly 
convened to express the concern of the public over the ecological situation in 
the Ukrainian republic, the meeting also made several direct political state­
ments and attacked the Kiev party hierarchy, making specific reference to 
First Secretary Volodymyr Shcherbytsky of the Communist Party of Ukraine 
and what was described as the "Brezhnevite" party apparatus in Ukraine. 

Speakers interviewed have stated that they regard the demonstration as 
the first public step toward the formation of a Democratic Front to Promote 
Perestroika in Ukraine. 

The demonstration was organized by four groups: the Ukrainian cultural 
heritage group Spadshchyna; Hromada, a student group from the University 
of Kiev; the ecological group Zelenyi Svit (Green World); and the informal 
ecological group called Noosfera. 

Speakers at the meeting included well-known Ukrainian literary figures 
such as Yuriy Shcherbak and Dmytro Pavlychko, members of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group, such as Oles Shevchenko and Ivan Makar, representatives of 
the "green movements" and movements to form democratic fronts from Latvia 
and Lithuania, and activists from other parts of Ukraine, including Rostyslav 



Bratun, a representative of the Lviv group called Lev Society (Tovarystvo Leva). 
The Ukrainian press reported on the meeting initially in only two daily 

newspapers, neither of which is available in the West: Vechirniy Kyiv and 
Prapor Komunizmu. In the former newspaper, which published the most 
detailed of the two accounts, only selected speeches were publicized and the 
more controversial statements made by the meeting were omitted. Its focus 
was on the speeches of Dr. Shcherbak and a representative of the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR, F. Ya. Shipunov. 

Ivan Makar speaks 

The most explosive remarks, however, were made by Mr. Makar, who 
had been released only five days earlier from prison following his participa­
tion in a similar meeting in the city of Lviv this summer. 

When Mr. Makar stepped forward to speak, the police, who were in 
attendance in the hundreds, switched off the microphones so that he was 
forced to shout his speech. 

Mr. Makar stated that ecology should not be separated from social poli­
tics. He maintained that emphasis should be on "draconian laws" that the 
Supreme Soviet was about to pronounce upon (presumably the amendments 
to the USSR Constitution which, it was felt, would effectively nullify the 
right of republics to secede from the union). He went on to comment that 
coercion of Ukrainian citizens is continuing and that "our republic will not 
be granted any sovereignty." 

He maintained that Ukrainians should align closely in their activities 
with the people of the Baltic republics and form a "truly national front." By 
doing this, he continued, Ukrainians could resolve their cultural, language 
and economic problems. If they did not work in close coordination with the 
Baits, however, then even if thousands of such meetings were held, 
Ukrainians would be unable to have any influence on party First Secretary 
Shcherbytsky or Ukrainian Minister of Health Anatoliy Romanenko. 

Ecological catastrophe 

Another controversial speech was made by Mr. Shipunov. He reportedly 
stated that the Ukrainian nation was approaching an ecological catastrophe 
and was virtually living within a single nuclear reactor (i.e., there are too 
many nuclear reactors in the republic). He considered that the nuclear pro­
gram for building reactors in the republic constituted a "horrible crime" 
against the Ukrainian nation. 

He pointed out that dangerous changes had been monitored in the ozone 
layer in the Kiev area, and that in the immediate future it was essential to 
remove and dismantle all the Ukrainian nuclear power plants and hydroelectric 
stations. He stated that although the Ukrainian SSR constitutes 2.7 percent of 



Soviet territory it produces 50 percent of Soviet nuclear-generated electricity. 
Dr. Shcherbak was cited as stating that Ukraine accounts for 23 percent 

of Soviet nuclear capacity. Neither figure is accurate, however, as for both 
production of electricity and capacity, Ukraine's share is around 34 percent 
of the Soviet total. 

Resolutions presented 

At the end of the meeting, one of the organizers presented a series of reso­
lutions, which were not published in the accounts in the two newspapers, or 
indeed even cited. The resolutions are intended to form the basis of a petition 
that is to be circulated around the republic and ultimately sent to the Supreme 
Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR. They embrace both ecological and political issues. 

It is stated that the ecological situation in the world, and especially in 
Ukraine, is menacing and requires social action. Also, it was pointed out that 
the party apparatus in Ukraine does not represent the interests of the 
Ukrainian people and "thoughtlessly exploits natural resources." 

It was pointed out in the resolutions that the whole truth about the 
Chornobyl disaster still has not been revealed and that the authorities are 
continuing to propagate the "myth" of the lack of energy alternatives to 
nuclear power. In addition to the 12 nuclear reactors in operation in the 
republic, a further 22 are planned. 

First and foremost, it was stated, the demonstrators demanded that 
building work on the nuclear reactors at the Crimean and Chyhyryn stations 
be halted and that no new reactors should be constructed in Ukraine. The 
expansion of existing stations should also be brought to a halt, it was empha­
sized, and the three reactors now functioning at the Chornobyl plant should 
be switched off and the plant closed down completely. 

The resolutions stated that reactors currently in operation in Ukraine 
should be examined by experts to ascertain whether their safety technology 
meets international standards. In other industries, it was felt that ecological­
ly damaging industries in densely populated regions must be liquidated with 
future construction curtailed. 

Attention was focused on the energy complex of South Ukraine (where a 
nuclear power plant and hydroelectric station are being built in conjunction 
with each other on the South Buh River in Mykolayiv Oblast). The resolu­
tions declared that no further work should be undertaken on the complex 
until ecological studies have been undertaken. 

Lift "veil of secrecy" 

Also on ecology, it was stressed that the "veil of secrecy" over ecological 
issues must be lifted. (Only two days before the rally, it was reported that a 
chemical factory outside Kiev had emitted poisonous gas into the atmos-



phere. The only official account of this incident was a newspaper report that 
denied that there had been an accident.) A special ecological bulletin is to be 
established in the Ukrainian SSR. On matters pertaining to ecology, accord­
ing to the resolutions, referenda must be held. 

The meeting was stopped by the authorities after two and a half hours 
had transpired of the allotted four-hour timespan, evidently triggered by Mr. 
Makar's controversial speech. The fact that it was held and that speakers 
often departed from the officially sanctioned theme of ecology to demand a 
Democratic Front in Ukraine and to attack Mr. Shcherbytsky personally 
indicates a growing populist movement in Ukraine and shows increasing dis­
satisfaction with the current political situation. 

The meeting was attended not only by members of the four groups but by a 
wide variety of officials, including some local party members. Conservative 
speeches defending the ecological situation in the republic were roundly booed. 

However, the absence of detailed and accurate accounts in the press 
about the meeting suggests that the progress of glasnost in Ukraine still has 
a long way to go. 

Initiative group seeks renewal 
of Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

March 5, 1989 

by Bohdan Nahaylo 

A group of Ukrainian Christians led by a priest ordained in the Russian 
Orthodox Church have announced the formation of the Initiative Committee 
for the Renewal of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

In their inaugural statement, dated February 15 and addressed to the 
Presidiums of the Supreme Soviets of the USSR and the Ukrainian SSR and 
to the international Christian community, the five founding members con­
demn the suppression of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church dur­
ing the Stalin era and maintain that the Russian Orthodox Church "is not 
capable of satisfying the needs of Ukrainian Orthodox believers." 

Background 

Kievan Rus' was Christianized in 988. The majority of Ukrainian Christians 
have traditionally belonged to the Orthodox faith. In 1596, at the Union of 
Brest, some Ukrainian believers joined with Rome, becoming "Uniates," or 
Catholics of the Eastern Rite - that is, they retained the Eastern rite in worship. 



It was not until 1685-1686 that Ukrainian Orthodoxy, hitherto under 
the jurisdiction of Constantinople, was absorbed by the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Western Ukraine, which was under Austro-Hungarian and later 
Polish rule, became a bastion of Ukrainian Catholicism, while Russian-ruled 
Ukraine became the preserve of Orthodoxy. 

Soon after the revolutions of 1917 a Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church was established and, during the years that it was officially tolerated 
by the Soviet authorities, enjoyed remarkable success among Ukrainian 
Orthodox believers. 

In the late 1920s, though, the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church was "liquidated" and its members forcibly amalgamated into the 
Russian Orthodox Church. In fact, the suppression of the vibrant Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church marked one of the first stages of the 
Stalinist assault against all forms of Ukrainian national assertiveness. 
During the Nazi occupation of Ukraine the Church was revived, only to be 
destroyed again when Soviet forces returned. 

The Soviet line since then has been to remain silent about the history of 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Church in the 1920s and, while ignoring the 
behavior of Russian Orthodox bishops and clergy in the German-occupied 
areas, to discredit the Ukrainian "autocephalists," together with the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, as "collaborationist" Churches. 

In the post-war period both the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Church have been banned in the Soviet Union. The 
former has survived in the underground as a "catacomb" Church, and in recent 
years its members have been conducting a vigorous campaign for its legalization. 

Until recently, however, there was relatively little evidence about the 
attitudes of Ukrainian Orthodox believers. Here it is worth noting that east­
ern Ukraine, together with Byelorussia (where an autocephalous 
Byelorussian Orthodox Church was established under German rule) are 
known to have been the two regions that were hardest hit by Khrushchev's 
anti-religious campaign. 

Over the years, though, Ukrainian dissidents have sought to keep the 
issue of Ukrainian Orthodoxy alive. This question became especially perti­
nent last year when the Moscow Patriarchate and the Kremlin approached 
the celebrations of the Millennium of the Christianization of Kievan Rus' 
from an exclusively Russocentric position. 

Father Mykhailechko's stand 

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox cause was recently given impe­
tus by the bold stand taken by a Russian Orthodox priest, Father Bohdan 
Mykhailechko, at the inaugural conference of the Taras Shevchenko 
Ukrainian Language Society that was held in Kiev on February 11-12. 



Addressing an impressive gathering of hundreds of representatives of 
the Ukrainian cultural intelligentsia and patriotically minded groups from 
throughout Ukraine, the Rev. Mykhailechko strongly attacked the 
"Russificatory" policy which he claimed the Russian Orthodox Church has 
been pursuing with respect to Ukraine since tsarist times. 

He also condemned the Russian Orthodox Church's continuing "war" 
against the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Churches. 

This is not only the first time on record that a Ukrainian priest from 
within the Russian Orthodox Church has broken ranks (the Rev. Vasyl 
Romaniuk was a political prisoner when he did so in the 1970s), but also the 
first time that the issue of the banned Ukrainian Churches has been raised 
in this way in the public arena. 

Father Mykhailechko's biography 

From what relatively little information is currently available about the 
Rev. Mykhailechko, it seems that Ukrainian patriotism has caused him quite 
a few problems in the past. According to a letter that he recently wrote to a 
Western addressee, he is 32 years old and used to live in the Lviv Oblast in 
western Ukraine. 

He repeatedly failed entry examinations to the Moscow Russian 
Orthodox seminary. Eventually he was informed by the rector, Archbishop 
Vladimir, currently the metropolitan of Rostov, that the real reason why he 
was being barred from studying in the seminary was that the local authori­
ties in the Lviv Oblast had characterized him as "politically unreliable." 

Here it is worth noting that in 1977 the bishop of Poltava, Feodosy, com­
plained among other things in a letter to Leonid Brezhnev about the political 
suspicion with which clergy from western Ukraine are regarded. 

Finally, Mr. Mykhailechko was ordained by the Russian Orthodox arch­
bishop of Riga, Leonid, and given a parish in Elgava in Latvia. Nevertheless, 
he was still denied the opportunity to complete his theological studies on the 
same grounds as before. After his courageous speech at the conference of the 
Ukrainian Language Society, the Rev. Mykhailechko was at first suspended 
from his duties and, on February 17, forced by the Church authorities to sign 
a statement relinguishing his pastoral duties. 

Initiative group is formed 

On February 15 the Rev. Mykhailechko and four others, Taras 
Antoniuk, Anatoliy Bytchenko, Mykola Budnyk and Larysa Lokhvytska, 
announced the formation of the Initiative Group for the Restoration of the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Church. 

Mr. Antoniuk is the son of the former Ukrainian prisoner Zinoviy 



Antoniuk. Ms. Lokhvytska is a former political prisoner and together with 
Mr. Bytchenko has been active in the informal Kiev-based Ukrainian 
Culturological Club. Mr. Budnyk is a resident of the Zhytomyr Oblast; at 
present no further details are known about him. 

Initiative group's statement 

The members of the initiative group begin their inaugural statement 
with the following words: 

"Important changes are taking place in the spiritual life of our country. 
Even though this process is inconsistent and contradictory, light has now 
been shed on many problems that urgently need to be resolved. One of these 
is the religious question in the Ukrainian SSR, where Ukrainian believers 
have for decades been labeled as 'enemies of the people' and 'nationalists.' 
The majority of the population was deprived of the opportunity to preach, or 
to study in religious schools, especially in their native language." 

Rejecting the tutelage of the Russian Orthodox Church, the authors 
strongly condemn the latter's policy towards their co-nationals: 

"The hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church illegally usurped juris­
diction over the Ukrainian Orthodox Church as far back as in 1685, shortly 
after the so-called reunification of Ukraine with Russia, and it still does not 
recognize the existence of a separate Ukrainian national religious tradition 
as such, complete with its own culture, language and rite; in other words, the 
Russian Orthodox Church still holds to a chauvinistic approach to the 
national question. Orthodox Ukraine cannot agree to such an anti-evangeli­
cal and anti-canonical practice. We, as a civilized nation, have an indis­
putable right to our own independent autocephalous Church." 

The authors go on to trace the history of Ukrainian Orthodoxy from the 
Christianization of Kievan Rus' until the establishment of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church in the early 1920s. They point out that dur­
ing the latter's nine-year existence it had over 5,000 parishes, 4,000 or so 
priests and 32 bishops led by Metropolitan Vasyl Lypkivsky. 

During the Stalinist suppression of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church, the authors continue, most of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
leaders died the deaths of martyrs in camps, prisons and places of exile. 
Ukrainian Churches were destroyed on a massive scale, and the remaining 
ones were handed over to the Russian Orthodox Church, which to this day 
continues to be hostile towards the idea of "Ukrainian" Orthodoxy. 

The founders of the initiative group state that their intention is to seek 
redress for Ukrainian Orthodox believers through the restoration and legal­
ization of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church. They announce 
that they intend to start campaigning for these ends and will seek the regis­
tration of Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox communities. 



They also appeal to Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, to Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox believers in the West, and to all Orthodox, 
Christians and people of good will to support their cause. 

"We want," they declare in the statement's final sentence, "like all civi­
lized people, to communicate with God in our own native language." 

Conclusion 

The formation of the initiative group provides Ukrainian Orthodoxy 
with a new voice and further highlights the already salient overlap between 
national and religious questions in Ukraine. It places further pressure on the 
Soviet authorities and the Moscow Patriarchate to recognize the grievances 
and aspirations of Ukrainian believers and to extend glasnost and democrati­
zation to them. 

But, as both the Kremlin and the Moscow Patriarchate are well aware, 
over half of the functioning Russian Orthodox Churches are located in 
Ukraine. This, and historic factors that have shaped Russian-Ukrainian rela­
tions, make this a delicate and politically charged question. 

Ukrainian Memorial Society confronts 
vestiges of Stalinism in Ukraine 

March 12, 1989 

by Bohdan Nahaylo 

Another important informal association has gotten off to an impressive 
start in Ukraine, strengthening the forces pushing for genuine democratiza­
tion and national renewal in the republic. On March 4 the Ukrainian 
Memorial Society held its inaugural conference in Kiev. The following day, 
several thousand people are reported to have taken part in the society's first 
public rally, which also took place in the Ukrainian capital. 

Like its namesake in Moscow, the Ukrainian Memorial Society is com­
mitted to honoring the victims of Stalinism and cleansing Soviet society of 
Stalinist vestiges, but it places its focus on Ukraine, and there is a national 
element in the goals it has set itself. 

Background 

It is not surprising that in Ukraine, which suffered so much at the hands of 
the Stalinist regime, there has been a strong response to the new anti-Stalin 
campaign that has developed since Mikhail Gorbachev ushered in glasnost and 



democratization. The Ukrainian cultural intelligentsia, especially the writers, 
as well as a host of new informal groups, have sought a more honest depiction 
of Ukraine's recent past and the rehabilitation of the victims of political terror. 

By last summer, for example, members of the Writers' Union of Ukraine 
were calling for erection of a monument in Kiev to the millions of victims of 
Stalin's man-made famine in Ukraine in 1932-1933, and the preparation of 
"White Books" on this tragedy, as well as on political persecution from the 
1930s right up until the 1970s. 

Towards the end of 1988 Memorial groups based on the original associa­
tion by that name that had been founded in Moscow began to appear in 
Ukraine. One of the Ukrainian initiators, a former political prisoner and 
pensioner, I. A. Reznychenko, wrote a letter to Sovietskaya Kultura propos­
ing that a "regional section" of Memorial be formed in Ukraine. He received 
favorable responses from readers in various cities in the republic and in the 
first part of October a meeting was held in Kiev of people who were interest­
ed in founding a Ukrainian Memorial Society. 

At the end of November a plenum of the board of the Ukrainian Writers' 
Union expressed its support for the fledgling movement. One of the resolu­
tions adopted at the meeting stated: "We consider the Winters'] U[nion] of 
U[kraine] to be one of the sponsors of the republican historical-educational 
society Memorial - a public organization whose aim is to investigate Stalinist 
crimes, repressions and the famine in Ukraine of 1932-1933." 

A few days later, a coordinating group to form a Memorial Society in 
Ukraine met in Kiev. According to Radio Kiev, the initiators included represen­
tatives of the "creative intelligentsia, clergy, workers, officials, students and 
also former inmates of Stalin's camps." On December 28, the workers' daily 
Robitnycha Hazeta announced that an Initiative Group of the Memorial Society 
had also been formed in Kharkiv and that it consisted of about 40 activists. 

Official reaction 

From the relatively scant information that has appeared in the 
Ukrainian press about the Ukrainian Memorial Society, it can be safely 
assumed that the defenders of the status quo in Ukraine have not been too 
enthusiastic about this organization. 

After all, the Moscow Memorial Society is known to be supported by 
some of the USSR's most liberal cultural figures, while in Byelorussia a 
Memorial-type association has mobilized considerable public support and 
become a thorn in the side of the republic's authorities. 

Vinnytsia and Bykivnia 

What has been particularly telling has been the attitude of the authori­
ties in Ukraine on the issue of Kuropaty- or Katyn-like sites in the republic 



where there are known or suspected to be mass graves of political prisoners 
executed during the Stalin era. 

For instance, the Ukrainian press and the authorities are still silent about 
what occurred in Vinnytsia in the late 1930s, even though during the war the 
Germans publicized the discovery of mass graves in the city containing almost 
10,000 victims, all of whom had been killed by shots in the back of the neck. 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn and Robert Conquest have described the crimes 
committed in Vinnytsia in "The Gulag Archipelago" and "The Great 
Terror," respectively. 

The official attitude towards the case of what seems to be a similar site 
at Bykivnia, near Kiev, is also indicative. Last summer the authorities creat­
ed a monument there on which it is stated that the grave contains the vic­
tims of "the Fascist occupiers." 

Local residents, the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, the informal Kiev-based 
Ukrainian Culturological Club and more recently the Ukrainian Memorial 
Society, however, have collected evidence which indicates the mass execu­
tions were carried out on the site by the NKVD in the late 1930s. This public 
pressure has forced the authorities in Kiev to re-examine the origin of the 
mass grave. 

Memorial meeting in Ivano-Frankivske 

One further example of the attitude of the authorities in Ukraine should 
be mentioned. On January 29, an informal historical-cultural society in the 
western Ukrainian city of Ivano-Frankivske called Rukh (Movement) orga­
nized a public meeting to commemorate the victims of Stalinism. Local offi­
cials turned up, though, and sought to transform the gathering into a meet­
ing to honor "the victims of the Banderist movement," that is, the Ukrainian 
nationalist resistance of the 1940s. Instead of supporting Rukh's calls for a 
monument to be put up in Ivano-Frankivske to those killed under Stalin, the 
local officials unsuccessfully proposed that a monument be erected to those 
who perished at the hands of "the nationalists." 

Emerges at critical moment 

The inaugural conference of the Ukrainian Memorial Society took place 
at a very delicate moment. Relations between the Shcherbytsky regime and 
those pressing for change in Ukraine are highly strained. In particular, since 
the end of last year Ukrainian literati have been under fire from the party 
authorities in Kiev for defiantly attempting to form a Ukrainian Baltic-type 
popular movement for restructuring. 

Matters came to a head in February when Literaturna Ukraina pub­
lished a Draft Program of the Popular Movement of Ukraine for 
Restructuring proposed by initiative groups of the Kiev Branch of the 



Writers' Union and of the Institute of Literature of the Ukrainian SSR 
Academy of Sciences. 

Not only are writers actively involved in the Ukrainian Memorial 
Society, but also, among other things, their draft program emphasizes a cer­
tain overlap in goals between the new movement that they want to create 
and Memorial's. 

But this is not all. Coming so soon after the first republican conference 
in January of the Ukrainian ecological Green World (Zeleny Svit) association 
and the inaugural conference on February 11-12 of the Taras Shevchenko 
Ukrainian Language Society, the crystallization of yet another significant 
organization that is opposed to the status quo in Ukraine strengthens the 
challenge to the defenders of the old order. 

Memorial's inaugural conference 

The weekend on which the Ukrainian Memorial Society was launched 
coincided with the 36th anniversary of Stalin's death. Close to 500 people 
from throughout Ukraine are reported to have taken part in the society's 
inaugural conference, including representatives of the Ukrainian cultural 
society Slavutych in Moscow, the banned Ukrainian Catholic Church, and 
the main Ukrainian "dissident" organization - the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Union. Three representatives of the Latvian Baltic Front were present, as 
well as American and French diplomatic observers. 

Among those who delivered the opening addresses was the poet and 
member of the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Party Borys 
Oliynyk, who made an outspoken speech at the 19th Party Conference. Quite 
a few former political prisoners were present and two of them, Mykhailo 
Horyn and Yevhen Proniuk, were elected to the society's republican coordi­
nating council. 

In their discussions the delegates did not limit themselves to the famine 
of 1932-1933 and the purges of the 1930s. For example, a representative 
from Cherkassy raised the issue of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), 
which fought both the Nazis and Soviet forces, and was not suppressed until 
the early 1950s. He called for a sober appraisal of the conditions that drove 
people into the Ukrainian anti-Soviet resistance movement. 

Another speaker, Ihor Droboshtan, who was a leader of an uprising in 
the Vorkuta camps after Stalin's death, maintained that former victims of 
Stalinism be given not just "moral," but also material compensation, some of 
which should go to the Ukrainian Memorial Group's fund. 

A third delegate, Mykhailo Horyn, a former political prisoner and a 
leader of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, pointed out that there were still a 
number of Ukrainian political prisoners and urged the society to campaign 
for the release of all those who have been imprisoned for their views. 



(panakhyda) service for those buried near Bykivnia. 
The mass grave had been uncovered a day after the Nazis entered Kiev in 

1941. The exhumation revealed fresh cadavers: a woman with her infant child 
and many men. Photographs of these atrocities were published widely in the 
German occupation newspapers throughout Ukraine. The Germans also 
brought a local priest to the site and had him celebrate a requiem service. 

The head of the Kievan branch of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, Oles 
Shevchenko, told the St. Sophia Association that the branch is gathering 
detailed information about this incident of Stalinist terror. 

A woman has recently come forth and told of how, during one of the 
times that the grave was dug up, not only were local residents' bodies found 
but also the bodies of slain Polish Army officers. This statement was made to 
Ukrainian Helsinki Union member Zinoviy Melnyk. 

The Ukrainian Memorial Society held its inaugural conference in Kiev 
on March 4. The following day several thousand people participated in the 
society's first public rally focusing on honoring the victims of Stalinism and 
filling in the "blank spots" of Ukrainian history related to that period, 
including the 1932-1933 Great Famine in which 7 million perished. 

CONGRESS OF PEOPLE'S DEPUTIES CONVENES 

Ukrainian faithful in Moscow 
raise Catholic Church issue 

May 28, 1989 

MOSCOW - More than 400 faithful took part in a Ukrainian Catholic 
moleben in front of the Moskva Hotel on Thursday morning, May 25, as 
newly elected deputies to the Congress of People's Deputies filed past them 
on their way to the first session of this parliament, according to Ivan Неї, 
head of the Committee for the Defense of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
who spoke with the Ukrainian Press Bureau based in Rome. 

The faithful, many of whom have been on a hunger strike since Monday, 
May 22, took part in the 9 a.m. public memorial service at the hotel, 
Revolution Plaza and Karl Marx Street, called for the legalization of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Soviet Union. A delegation of 150 to 200 
Ukrainians from western Ukraine, among them Mr. Неї, took part in a two-
and-a-half-hour service celebrated by the Rev. Petro Zeleniukh. 

As they took part in the service, the newly elected deputies took notice 
of this peaceful protest. One of the deputies was Rostyslav Bratun, elected 
by the Lviv region residents. Well-acquainted with Mr. Неї, he stopped and 



asked what it was Mr. Hel's delegation wanted. Mr. Неї asked Mr. Bratun 
to bring up the legalization of the Church, which was liquidated by the 
Soviet government in 1946 and "reunited with the Russian Orthodox 
Church." 

Mr. Bratun then reportedly responded that he is now a people's deputy 
and if this is what his constituents want, this is the issue he will raise, if not 
during the opening session, then at the next session, according to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Press Bureau. 

Mr . Неї then delivered greetings from Cardinal Myroslav Ivan 
Lubachivsky to the faithful gathered in Moscow. These warm greetings were 
conveyed to Mr. Неї during a telephone conversation he had with Rome on 
Wednesday, May 24. 

On that day, an estimated 500 persons attended a public service on 
Moscow's Arbat, Mr. Неї reported. That service also was celebrated by the 
Rev. Zeleniukh; 200 Ukrainian Catholic faithful and 300 Moscow citizens 
took part in that event. 

Speaking on behalf of the faithful, Mr. Неї stated: "We called upon 
Soviet citizens present to support President Mikhail Gorbachev's policies of 
democracy and change in the Soviet Union. We said that if those policies are 
true, then the Ukrainian Catholic Church should be legalized. We asked if 
those present would support a call for the legalization of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and all 500 hands went up into the air," he reported about 
the May 24 service. 

According to the Ukrainian Catholic Press Bureau, the Ukrainian Catholic 
delegation in Moscow receives a steady stream of faithful arriving from 
Ukraine every day. After the Thursday moleben a large group went back to 
the Arbat, near the bookstore Ukrainskaya Kniga, where it continues its 
hunger strike. Mr. Неї reported that about 25 to 30 percent of these partici­
pants are young; they feel inspired by the events taking place in China today. 
And although originally their hunger strike was to continue until Saturday, 
May 27, given the fact that many of the hunger strikers are young, they may 
decide to extend their protest-hunger strike for a longer amount of time. 

Mr. Неї also reported that the militia, which kept a watchful eye over 
the protesters both at the Moskva Hotel and on the Arbat, did not harass the 
demonstrators in any way. This handling of the demonstration was quite dif­
ferent than the harassment Ukrainian Catholics have experienced in Lviv, 
Mr. Неї noted. 

While the Ukrainian Catholic faithful continue their hunger strike, the 
delegation of three Ukrainian Catholic bishops and three Ukrainian Catholic 
priests ended its hunger strike on Friday, May 19. The six began their 
protest in the lobby of the building of the Supreme Soviet on Wednesday, 
May 17, in an effort to force Soviet leaders to meet with them regarding the 
legalization of their Church in Ukraine. 



Shcherbytsky assails "Rukh" 
ana Ukrainian Helsinki Union 

June 4, 1989 

by Dr. Roman Solchanyk 

Leader of the Communist Party of Ukraine (CPU) Volodymyr 
Shcherbytsky, addressing a plenum of the CPU Central Committee on May 
16, assailed both the Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perestroika, known 
as "Rukh," and the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, making it clear that the party 
views both groups as its main political opponents. 

Although referring to the existence of "about 15 groups that are overtly 
destructive and anti-socialist in their orientation," most of what Mr. 
Shcherbytsky had to say about ideological problems in the republic focused 
precisely on these two organizations. 

The harshest words were reserved for the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, 
which Mr. Shcherbytsky described as being characterized by "extreme political 
adventurism and an open anti-Soviet position." The Ukrainian party chief told 
the plenum that the core of this group is centered in the western Ukrainian 
city of Lviv and is made up of people "known for their nationalist views." 

Many of them were released from incarceration, he continued, under the 
condition that they would not engage in hostile activities against the state. 
But these pledges, he asserted, are being openly and brazenly violated: "The 
leaders of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union are following a line [aimed at] 
undermining the constitutional laws and order; rehabilitating the OUN 
[Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists]; and developing a broad 'national/ 
more precisely, a nationalist movement for the secession of Ukraine from the 
USSR." 

As proof of this he cited the May 1 demonstration in Lviv, where repre­
sentatives of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union were said to be shouting "nation­
alist slogans" and carrying the pre-Soviet blue-yellow national flag. 

The party's attitude towards the Helsinki activists comes as no surprise. 
For some time now they have been subjected to scathing attacks in the press, 
particularly in the oblast and city newspapers and on local television. What is 
interesting, however, is First Secretary Shcherbytsky's claim that now "the 
extremist formations" are attempting to penetrate the "worker's collectives" 
and set up organization networks there. 

The Ukrainian party leader voiced concern over the ease with which 
they are able to conduct unsanctioned rallies and meetings, warning "that 
this can no longer go on." He also called on the Lviv Oblast Party Committee 



to finally "make a political evaluation of the activities and plans of this 
group," arguing that hesitation could result in "unforeseen consequences." 

Mr. Shcherbytsky's remarks about the Popular Movement of Ukraine for 
Perestroika were somewhat less hostile, but unmistakably negative. He charac­
terized Rukh as "a new political structure" that aims at mass appeal and "would 
stand above the organs of Soviet power and, in essence, would be in opposition 
to the CPSU." It is no accident, he noted, that the Ukrainian Helsinki Union 
and similar groups have announced their joining the movement. 

According to Mr. Shcherbytsky, "the toilers do not accept the ideas of 
national exclusion, in essence, the separatist goals that the Popular 
Movement of Ukraine is imbued with, realizing that they run counter to the 
demands of perestroika and that they are destructive in character. Our peo­
ple are seriously concerned and alarmed that the development of events 
could lead to the situation that has come about in the Baltic states and 
Transcaucasia." 

In spite of such an unequivocal evaluation of Rukh's views and activities, 
Mr. Shcherbytsky provided an opening for its members and proponents to 
rejoin the fold, as it were. This is explained by the fact that the movement was 
initiated by respectable and well-known writers in Kiev and, as Mr . 
Shcherbytsky admitted, party members are sitting on its coordination council. 

In this sense, therefore, the Popular Movement is much more of an 
embarrassment to the authorities than the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, whose 
members can be dismissed as "misfits," "criminals" and the like. For the 
same reasons, the movement is probably viewed as more dangerous because 
of its potential for attracting more supporters. 

These considerations were no doubt uppermost in the minds of the 
Ukrainian party leadership when it launched a concerted attack on the 
movement in the republican press, primarily in the form of irate letters from 
"the public." 

This anxiety about the movement is reflected in a document titled "On 
Work to Counteract Attempts to Form the So-Called Popular Movement of 
Ukraine for Perestroika," which bears all the signs of a directive from the 
Dnipropetrovske Oblast Party Committee. After evaluating the organiza­
tion's program, which is characterized as a piece of "political plagiarism" -
i.e., its positive aspects are said to have been taken from party documents 
and the negative aspects from various informal groups, the document pro­
ceeds to outline specific measures that the Dnipropetrovske Oblast Party 
Committee deems necessary to "activate party influence in counteracting the 
Popular Movement of Ukraine." 

These include: 
• (1) keeping close watch over the movement and similar groups, and 

working with their leaders "on an individual basis" and with the backing of 
the labor collectives where they work; 



• (2) instructing party commissions to investigate "with all severity" 
those party members taking part in the activities of groups that are in oppo­
sition to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; 

• (3) organizing meetings of party, Komsomol and trade union commit­
tees, as well as other mass and public organizations at all levels in order to 
evaluate, criticize and censure the movement's draft program; 

• (4) activating discussion of the draft program in the mass media, "and 
in the process referring to the extremely negative consequences of the forma­
tion of popular fronts in the Baltic republics"; 

• (5) initiating criticism of the draft program at meetings with candi­
dates for people's deputies; and 

• (6) increasing the responsibility of all party workers and the ideologi­
cal "aktiv" with regard to carrying out "the appropriate organizational and 
political work on a local basis to counteract the attempts to form cells of the 
Popular Movement of Ukraine in worker's collectives." 

Clearly, Mr. Shcherbytsky and his colleagues are concerned about the 
challenge that nationally motivated groups, and specifically the movement, 
pose to the party's continued monopoly of the perestroika process. The dan­
ger stems from the explosive national question, which has the potential to 
make itself felt in virtually any sphere. 

As a case in point, Mr. Shcherbytsky noted the "severe national over­
tones that have recently come to characterize ecological questions. "One can­
not help but see," said the Ukrainian party leader, "that nationalist manifes­
tations are at times taking on an aggressive and overtly anti-Soviet character 
in many parts of the republic." 

150,000 Catholics march in Lviv; 
Lubachivsky looks to legalization 

September 24, 1989 

ROME - An estimated 150,000 Ukrainian Catholics marched through 
the streets of Lviv on Sunday, September 17, to demand that the Kremlin 
restore their Church's legal status, reported the Ukrainian Press Bureau 
based in Rome. 

The crowd of faithful, which some sources in Ukraine report numbered 
200,000 to 250,000, took part in the largest demonstration of Ukrainian 
Catholics since World War II. The day also marked the 50th anniversary of 
the Soviet takeover of Lviv in 1939 and was commemorated with black rib­
bons draping Ukrainian national flags, crosses and Church banners held in 
the daylong demonstration, reported the St. Sophia Religious Association of 



Ukrainian Catholics in Canada. 
In response to the Sunday demonstration, Cardinal Myroslav Ivan 

Lubachivsky, head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, said: "It sends a mes­
sage to the Soviet government: legalize our Church." He added that the 
demonstration proved, without a doubt, to both the Soviet government and 
Western observers that the estimated 5 million Ukrainian Catholics in the 
Soviet Union are loyal to their Church and to the Vatican. 

The cardinal, who is the archbishop major of Lviv of the Ukrainian 
Catholics and metropolitan of the Lviv Archeparchy, told Reuters on Thursday, 
September 21, that the outlawed Ukrainian Catholic Church in the Soviet 
Union is likely to be legalized as a result of November's scheduled meeting 
between Pope John Paul II and Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

He said that the Vatican had set discussion of the banned Church as a 
condition for the meeting, the first between a pope and a Kremlin leader. 
"We expect everything from the holy father and his talks with Gorbachev. 
He promised to defend us, and so we can expect many things from him," he 
said. "There is a very strong possibility that our Church in Ukraine will 
regain its rights. We must plan for that day," said the 76-year-old primate, 
who is based in Rome. 

On Sunday, September 17, in Lviv the participants gathered on Pidvalna 
Street, near the regional Communist Party headquarters; an observer esti­
mated the crowd which overflowed into a nearby park at 150,000. Here 16 
Ukrainian Catholic priests concelebrated the divine liturgy. Among them 
were the Rev. Ivan Lopatchuk, who served 25 years in the labor camps; the 
Rev. Mykhailo Nyskohuz, who last May left the Russian Orthodox Church 
and along with his parish members joined the Ukrainian Catholic Church; 
and the Revs. Petro Zeleniukh, Ivan Bufan, Mykola Kostiuk, Vasyl 
Voronivsky and Mykhailo Havryliv. 

The crowd gathered strength as it marched down a major thoroughfare 
(Lomonosov Street) to the former cathedral of the Ukrainian Catholic primate 
of Ukraine. The Cathedral of St. George was given to the Russian Orthodox 
Church when Stalin ordered the destruction of the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in 1946 and has become a symbol of the Soviet repression of the Church. 

The crowd, when it reached the Church of St. George, was estimated to 
have reached 250,000 people. Joining in the demonstrations were representa­
tives of the Baltic peoples and of other towns in the area of Lviv. However, 
on that Sunday morning police roadblocks stopped traffic moving into Lviv 
and turned back all those who were not residents of the city. 

In front of St. George's the priests celebrated a moleben, and Ivan Неї, 
chairman of the Committee in Defense of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
called on the crowd to give a show of hands of who favored the legalization of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church. Thousands of hands were thrust into the air. 

A telegram addressed to President Mikhail Gorbachev and Pope John 



Paul II, and calling for the legalization of the Church was read. Also read was 
a letter of the creative intelligentsia of Lviv and the deputies to the Congress 
of People's Deputies addressed to the president of the USSR. The letter, 
signed by official and unofficial personages: intellectuals, artists, university 
professors and politicians - called for the legalization of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 

After the conclusion of the service many demonstrators then walked to 
the city center, where at 7 p.m. they lined the streets, holding candles in a 
solemn manifestation of their desire to see their Church regain legal status. 

The leader of the day's proceedings, Mr. Неї, appealed to the faithful to 
go home and at 10 p m. turn their lights and televisions off, and light candles 
for one-half hour in their windows. An observer described this moment as 
wonderful - many apartments and homes around her home turned the lights 
off and she could see hundreds of candles flickering in the windows, reported 
the St. Sophia Association. 

The Committee in Defense of the Ukrainian Catholic Church applied a 
number of weeks ago for permission to conduct the mass rally on September 
17. However, Lviv city authorities delayed making a decision on the permit. 
By mid-week Lviv Mayor Kotyk insisted that the permit issue be resolved 
and his recommendation was that it be granted. When the City Council met 
the vote was 7-5 against allowing the permit. It had become apparent that 
authorities in Kiev, Ukraine's capital, were putting pressure on Lviv officials 
to prevent the demonstration. 

Following the unfavorable vote, Mr. Kotyk announced that if the result 
were not changed he would see it as a vote of no confidence and resign. This 
threat from the city's mayor resulted in the City Council withdrawing its 
decision and declaring that no position would be taken on the issue. 

AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT 

Triumphant founding congress 
of the Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova 

September 24, 1989 

by Jaroslaw Koshiw 
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly 

KIEV - On September 8-10 in the city of Kiev, capital of Ukraine, the 
impossible happened. Over 1,000 political activists opposed to the rule of 
Moscow held a congress to demand an independent Ukrainian state. The del-



egates represented regional (oblast) organizations of the Popular Movement 
of Ukraine for Perebudova or, in Ukrainian, Rukh. 

The hall of the Kiev Polytechnical Institute was festooned with the hith­
erto forbidden blue-and-yellow national flags and tridents. Delegates covered 
their chests with badges of these symbols of Ukrainian independence. 
Outside the hall stood large crowds of supporters with blue-and-yellow flags, 
listening to the proceedings broadcast through loudspeakers. 

The Kiev militia, with special riot troops at the ready, stood by. For the 
first time in Kiev, no one was arrested for displaying a Ukrainian flag or 
badge. 

After three full days of explosive and chaotic debates, which at times 
threatened to destroy the congress, the Popular Movement adopted a 
statute, program and resolutions, and elected leaders. Originally, Rukh 
founders proposed that it recognize the leading role of the Communist Party. 
However, by the time of the Popular Movement congress, this didn't even 
appear in the proposed program and was not even debated. The most imme­
diate demand of the congress was for direct and democratic elections for the 
presidency and the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine. 

Late Sunday evening, after the congress had ended, delegates and sup­
porters marched with blue-and-yellow flags about a mile to the statue of the 
19th century awakener of Ukraine, poet Taras Shevchenko. There they held 
an enthusiastic midnight rally addressed by Rukh leaders, and Adam 
Michnik and Volodymyr Mokry from Poland's Solidarity. 

The congress witnessed a number of dramatic moments. The two 
appearances at the podium of Leonid Kravchuk, chief of the Ukrainian 
Communist Party's Department of Ideology, astonished the delegates. His 
call for the movement to cooperate with the reformist elements of the party 
added a new and unexpected dimension to the proceedings. He warned the 
Popular Movement that it was not equal to the forces opposing it and called 
on it to scale down its demands. 

The appearance of the more acceptable face of the party, Ivan Saliy, one 
of the Kiev party leaders, cheered the delegates. His call for the resignation 
of Ukraine's party boss, Volodymyr Shcherbytsky, was met with thunderous 
applause. 

The congress was electrified by the appearance of a Soviet troop com­
mander from western Ukraine, Col. Vilen Martyrosian. A USSR Supreme 
Soviet deputy representing the Ukrainian town of Rivne and a member of 
Rukh, he told the delegates that he and like-minded commanders had decid­
ed to take the side of the people if an attempt was made to impose a military 
solution on the political problems of Ukraine. If that wasn't enough, the 
head of the Kiev Militia, Shapochka, sent greetings to the congress and 
wished it success. 

No less dramatic were the presentations of former political prisoners, 



most notably Lev Lukianenko, Vyacheslav Chornovil, Ivan Неї and many 
others. Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk of the banned Ukrainian Catholic Church 
called from the rostrum for the full legalization of the Church and return of 
all its property. A representative of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church also asked the delegates' help in the legalization of his Church. 

Since the revolution of 1917-1920, Ukraine had never witnessed such a 
spectrum of opinions at a political meeting. It became clear to everyone pre­
sent that the congress was the beginning of a new political order in Ukraine. 

There were three main groupings at the congress. 
The most prominent one consisted of delegations from the regions of 

western Ukraine: Lviv, Rivne, Ternopil and Ivano-Frankivske, symbolically 
represented in the leadership of Rukh by the former political prisoner 
Mykhailo Horyn. These delegations were the most numerous and vocal at 
the congress. Their air of confidence and their determination to achieve an 
independent Ukraine is backed by massive popular support. 

Two weeks before the congress, on the anniversary of the Stalin-Hitler 
pact when western Ukraine was "liberated" by the Red Army, they led large 
demonstrations all over western Ukraine. The cities of Lviv, Ternopil and 
Ivano-Frankivske witnessed demonstrations of over 100,000 people. Of the 
many young delegates from western Ukraine who took part in the debates, 
Vasyl Chervony from Rivne stood out because of his gift of expressing him­
self, his political astuteness and combativeness. 

Donbas delegates 

From the other end of Ukraine, the Donbas, came delegations which 
essentially consisted of representatives of the coal miners' strike committees. 
They were led by strike leader Petro Poberezhny from Donetske. He, like the 
other miners' representatives, has none of the Ukrainian nationalist fervor 
of western Ukrainians. They support the demand for Ukrainian to be the 
state language, but demand the right to carry out their affairs locally in 
Russian, something not palatable to many western Ukrainian activists. 

However, they exhibited even more confidence than the western 
Ukrainians because of their successful strike during the summer. They are 
for all practical purposes in political control of Donbas mining towns. Some 
of the strike committees have quartered themselves in local party buildings 
from which they rule their districts. They successfully intervened at the con­
gress with the warning that if the Ukrainian nationalist symbols of the blue-
and-yellow flag and the trident were adopted, the Popular Movement would 
be rejected by the Russian-speaking Donbas. 

The Kiev delegates, headed by the flower of the Ukrainian literary and 
academic intelligentsia, and backed by numerous workplaces, had the largest 
impact at the conference. It was they who had organized the conference, pre-



pared the program, led the disparate elements in a common direction and 
were finally elected as its leaders. 

It became clear during the proceedings that the organizers, led by 
Volodymyr Yavorivsky, Dmytro Pavlychko and Ivan Drach, all members of 
the Communist Party, had conspired with other reformist elements in the 
party to steer the congress away from confrontation to cooperation with a 
yet-to-be reformed Communist Party of Ukraine. 

It fell upon Mr. Pavlychko, who chaired much of the proceedings, to suc­
cessfully maneuver the delegates to soften or reject confrontational resolu­
tions. Resolutions which from the party point of view were extreme were 
either sidetracked or voting on them was delayed in order that an alternative 
resolution could be presented by prepared speakers. 

For example, the resolutions relating to the Chornobyl accident, includ­
ing the holding of a public trial of First Secretary Shcherbytsky and other 
party leaders, were not put to a vote. The delegates were easily maneuvered 
to accept a poetic but empty resolution on ecology which didn't commit the 
Popular Movement to any specific action. 

Threat of national strike 

Only on one issue did Mr. Pavlychko's ability to control the fate of reso­
lutions fail him, the vote relating to the new election law for the Ukrainian 
republican elections. The party's proposed election law is designed to give it 
the majority of delegates in the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet and with it the 
presidency. The congress accepted an alternative election law in which all 
the delegates and the presidency would be voted on directly. The delegates' 
fervor reached a peak in the discussion over what to do if the party enacts its 
proposed election law. Despite Mr. Pavlychko's efforts to delay the vote on 
this issue, the congress voted to call a national strike in Ukraine if the offi­
cially proposed election law is adopted. 

Outside the three main regional groups, the delegates from the cities 
which separate the Kiev region from the Donbas, specifically the towns of 
Cherkassy, Dnipropetrovske, Kremenchuk and Poltava, were a distinct 
group, though small. They drew their strength from their workplaces. While 
they have adopted the blue-and-yellow flag and trident, they, like the Kiev 
delegates, are willing to scale down nationalist demands on the language 
question for the sake of close cooperation with the Donbas miners' strike 
committees. 

Finally, there were 35 USSR Supreme Soviet deputies who support the 
Popular Movement. These deputies represent all major groups at the con­
gress. 

They and the yet-to-be elected deputies to the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet 
are destined to play a leading role in the near future in what certainly will be 



a tumultuous period in the political history of Ukraine. 
The reformist members of the Communist Party, led by Mr. Kravchuk 

and even more so by Mr. Saliy, will also play a pivotal role in the future 
development of Rukh and the political situation. It is certain that at least in 
the Kiev party apparat there is open opposition to Mr. Shcherbytsky. But in 
the regions, especially in the cities of Kharkiv and Odessa, the resistance to 
change among the local party bosses is very strong. The Odessa party sent a 
selected delegation to the congress in opposition to one elected by the mem­
bers of the Odessa Rukh. When the mandates of the party-appointed dele­
gates were rejected by the Popular Movement's mandate committee, 
Ukrainian television used this to tell its audience that the congress was 
undemocratic. For this and other disinformation, Ukrainian television was 
excluded by the delegates from the congress. 

In Kharkiv, while the congress was taking place, the party bosses staged 
a demonstration against the "nationalist" gathering in Kiev. It is yet to be 
seen what kind of a popular opposition can be organized against Rukh by the 
retreating conservative party leaders. 

The congress elected Mr. Drach as its leader for a two-year term. Mr. 
Drach, though certainly a person of integrity, is no match for politically 
hardened regional leaders. This is also true of his assistant, Serhiy Koniev, 
an articulate and well-liked radical and USSR Supreme Soviet deputy from 
Dniprodzerzhynske. 

The two most forceful political personalities are to be found in the elect­
ed Secretariat of 10 people who will be employed full-time to administer the 
Popular Movement. Mykhailo Horyn, who will chair the Secretariat, repre­
sents the toughest strain of the movement for an independent Ukrainian 
republic, and is as combative a political personality as they come in the 
Soviet Union. 

On the same level of resoluteness, but not political astuteness, is Dmytro 
Poyizd, a young police detective, who organized the dozens of stewards with 
blue-and-yellow arm bands who forcefully guarded all the doors of the con­
gress hall from the mobs which besieged them. From the podium, sounding 
like a future minister of internal affairs, Mr. Poyizd called for organizing 
self-defense teams throughout Ukraine against repressions. 

The nine members of the Secretariat, apart from its head, Mr. Horyn, 
received the most votes in the following order: Volodymyr Muliava, Mykola 
Porovsky, Serhiy Odarych, Bohdan Ternopilsky, Maria Kuzenko, Maria 
Anteniuk, Viktor Linchevsky, Vsevolod Tskiv and Mr. Poyizd. 

A survey of the delegates' backgrounds was carried out at the congress 
by the organizers, and the following results were announced: 

• In all, 1,158 delegates were elected throughout the regions of Ukraine 
representing 280,000 active members; 1,109 delegates attended the congress. 
The largest delegations were from the cities of Kiev, Lviv, Rivne, Ternopil 



and Ivano-Frankivske. Three of the 25 regions of Ukraine, Crimea, 
Voroshylovhrad and Transcarpathia, didn't hold regional Rukh congresses to 
elect delegates. 

• By nationality, 944 were Ukrainians, 77 Russians, nine Jews, six 
Poles, six Byelorussians, two Armenians, and one Korean, Greek, 
Hungarian, Czech and Crimean Tatar. The appearance of a Ukrainian-
speaking North Korean living in Ukraine was one of the many exotic 
moments of the Congress. 

• By profession the delegates were: engineers (329); teachers (130); aca­
demics (121); workers (109); cultural workers (104); doctors (48); journalists 
(42); lawyers (25); farmers (16); party employees (six); self-employed (six); 
and less than six were students, priests, architects, shop employees, actors 
etc. Two of the delegates were unemployed. 

• There were 228 members of the Communist Party and 24 Komsomol 
members. Statistics on the allegiance of the delegates to the various unoffi­
cial groupings were not available. There were at least a few dozen members 
of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union, which is by far the best politically orga­
nized unofficial grouping in Ukraine. A l l its major leaders, like Messrs. 
Lukianenko and Chornovil, were delegates and gave well-received speeches. 

Among the guests from outside the Soviet Union, there were representa­
tives from Poland, Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania. From Poland, Messrs. 
Michnik and Mokry, the latter a member of the Polish Parliament and a 
Ukrainian, spoke on the behalf of Solidarity. 

Surprisingly, there was only one guest each from the United States, 
Canada and Great Britain: Prof. Taras Hunczak from the United States, 
Chrystia Freeland from Canada and Jaroslav Koshiw from Great Britain. It 
is not clear why visas were refused to many others from North America who 
wanted to come. 

The Shcherbytsky-controlled newspaper Pravda Ukrainy published a 
slanderous article during the congress accusing Prof. Hunczak and Ms. 
Freeland of being enemies of the Soviet state. This maneuver backfired, how­
ever, as the congress invited the accused to the podium and enthusiastically 
greeted them. 

Among the many slogans loudly chanted by the delegates, the one which 
in the end prevailed, almost to the exclusion of all others, was unity. The del­
egates sensed that the potential for fragmentation was very high on the lan­
guage question, the independence symbols and the relationship to the 
Communist Party. 

Freedom of speech is becoming the norm in Ukraine, whether it be at 
the congress, or on the streets. Yet to come is the freedom of the press and 
the broadcast media, and the right to organize political parties. But the first 
steps in this direction are being taken. 

The congress voted that Rukh should publish its own newspaper, to be 



called Narodna Hazeta, and elected its first editor, Anatoliy Shevchenko. The 
newspaper is to be printed by the publishing house in Kiev that prints all the 
major newspapers available in Ukraine, and where the print workers are 
supporters of the Popular Movement. This, and the possibility of Rukh hav­
ing its own building in Kiev, was the carrot that caused even some of the 
toughest nationalists to agree to the softening of the congress resolutions. 
Political realism decided the final outcome of the congress. 

The Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova has been born. Time 
is not on its side, as conservative forces are gathering strength for a counter-
reformation. The next few months, especially the outcome of the republican 
elections, will decide the political future of Ukraine for years to come. 

Jaroslav Koshiw from Great Britain attended the founding congress of 
the Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova as a guest. 

Ukrainian to be state language 
of Ukraine effective January 

November 19, 1989 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. - Ukrainian will become the state language in the 
Ukrainian SSR effective January 1, 1990, in accordance with a decision of 
the republic's Supreme Soviet adopted on October 28. 

The newly adopted law "On Languages in the Ukrainian SSR" also rec­
ognizes Russian as the language of inter-nationality communication between 
nations of the USSR, as well as the inalienable right of the individual to 
choose a language of interpersonal communication. 

The law outlines procedures for use of the Ukrainian and other lan­
guages in the Ukrainian SSR, and notes that certain aspects of the new law 
will be phased in during the next three to five years, while others may take 
five to 10 years. 

The law is divided into six sections: general principles; language of gov­
ernment, party and public organs, businesses, institutions and organizations; 
language of education, information and culture; language of mass informa­
tion media and communications; language of names; and promotion of the 
national-cultural development of Ukrainians living beyond the borders of the 
Ukrainian SSR. 

The law states: 
"The Ukrainian SSR recognizes the vitality and social value of all 

national languages and unconditionally guarantees its citizens national-cul­
tural and language rights, founded on the belief that only the free develop-



merit and equality of rights of national languages and a high level of lan­
guage culture are the basis of mutual spiritual understanding, mutual cul­
tural enrichment and strengthening of the friendship of nations. 

"The Ukrainian language is one of the determining factors of the nation­
al identity of the Ukrainian nation. 

"The Ukrainian SSR ensures the Ukrainian language the status of state 
language with the aim of promoting comprehensive development of the spiri­
tual creative forces of the Ukrainian nation and guaranteeing its sovereign 
national-state future. 

"To instill in citizens, regardless of their nationality, an understanding 
of the social status of the Ukrainian language as the state language in the 
Ukrainian SSR, and the Russian language as the language of inter-nationali­
ty communication of nations of the USSR is the duty of government, party 
and public organizations, and mass information media of the republic. The 
selection of a language of interpersonal communication of citizens of the 
Ukrainian SSR is an inalienable right of the citizens themselves." 

The full text of the law "On Languages in the Ukrainian SSR" was pub­
lished in the November 5 issue of Kultura і Zhyttia, the official newspaper of 
the Ukrainian Ministry of Culture and the Cultural Workers' Union, a copy 
of which was recently received here at the editorial offices of Svoboda and 
The Ukrainian Weekly. 

Article 2 of the law states: 
"In accordance with the Constitution of the Ukrainian SSR, the state 

language of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic is the Ukrainian lan­
guage. 

"The Ukrainian SSR guarantees the comprehensive development and 
functioning of the Ukrainian language in all spheres of social life. 

"Republic and local government, party and public organizations, business­
es, institutions and organizations create for all citizens essential conditions for 
learning the Ukrainian language and improving their mastery of it." 

Article 3 provides that: 
"The Ukrainian SSR creates essential conditions for the development 

and use of languages of other nationalities in the republic. 
"In the work of government, party and public organs, businesses, insti­

tutions and organizations located in areas of compact settlement where a 
majority of citizens of other nationalities reside, other national languages 
may be used along with the Ukrainian language. 

"In a situation where citizens of other nationalities who form a majority 
of the population in administrative-territorial units or areas of settlement do 
not have an appropriate command of the national language, or when within 
the boundaries of these administrative-territorial units or areas of settle­
ment several nationalities reside compactly and one of these nationalities is 
the majority of the population, the Ukrainian language or another language 



agreed upon by the population may be used in the aforementioned organs 
and organizations." 

Article 4 notes: 
"The languages of inter-nationality communication in the Ukrainian 

SSR are the Ukrainian, Russian and other languages. 
"The Ukrainian SSR guarantees the free use of the Russian language as 

the language of inter-nationality communication of nations of the USSR." 
The right of citizens to use any language they desire is delineated in 

Article 5, while Article 8 outlaws discrimination based on language. 
Article 6, meanwhile, states that "Personnel of government, party and 

public organs, institutions and organizations should have a command of the 
Ukrainian and Russian languages and, when indispensable, another national 
language to the extent needed to perform their duties." 

The law also stipulates that Ukrainian is the language to be used in all 
record-keeping and documentation, at conferences and other forums, within 
the judicial system, in documents dealing with the election of people's 
deputies and in services to citizens. 

Al l government acts, according to the law, are adopted in Ukrainian and 
then published in both the Ukrainian and Russian languages. 

Russian is the language to be used in relations between the Ukrainian 
SSR and all-union bodies or bodies of other republics of the USSR. 

As regards international agreements, however, these are made in 
Ukrainian and the language of the other party. 

Both Ukrainian and Russian are used in citizens' documents (passports; 
birth, marriage and death certificates; employment and education docu­
ments), as well as in technical documentation. 

In the section of the law on the language of education, it is stated that 
citizens "have the inalienable right to choose the language of instruction for 
children" and that "the Ukrainian SSR guarantees each child the right to be 
raised and obtain an education in his national language." 

"This right," it goes on to state, "is ensured through the creation of a 
network of pre-school institutions and schools that provide education and 
instruction in the Ukrainian and other national languages." 

The law stipulates that Ukrainian is the language of instruction in pre­
school institutions, general public schools, technical and professional schools, 
special secondary schools and higher educational institutions, but also pro­
vides that in areas densely populated by persons of other nationalities other 
languages may be used. 

In general public schools, both Ukrainian and Russian are mandatory 
subjects. 

In the field of scholarship, Ukrainian or Russian may be used; in the 
realm of information, Ukrainian and Russian are employed, according to the 
law. 



Ukrainian is the language to be used in the official mass communica­
tions media; however, other languages also may be used, in accordance with 
the newly adopted law. Communications via the postal and telegraph sys­
tems are accepted in either the Ukrainian or Russian language. 
Announcements and advertisements are to be in Ukrainian; however, a 
translation into another national language may also be provided alongside 
the Ukrainian text. 

Goods marked for sale and instructions on their use are in the Ukrainian 
language. Goods exported outside the Ukrainian SSR may be marked in the 
Ukrainian or Russian language. 

Official names in the Ukrainian SSR, according to the law, will appear in 
the Ukrainian language. It is stipulated that, on the right side or below the 
Ukrainian name, the name may also be given in another language. 

Toponyms (place names, including street names and the like) are to be 
given in Ukrainian. In places settled by a majority of citizens of another 
nationality such names may be given in their language but they are to be 
transliterated from the Ukrainian name. Toponyms of areas outside Ukraine 
are given in Ukrainian in transliteration from the original language. 

All geographical publications for use in the Ukrainian SSR are to be pub­
lished in the Ukrainian language. 

Citizens have the right to use names in accordance with their national 
traditions. Their names are written in Ukrainian transliterated from the 
original national language. 

Finally, the law "On Languages in the Ukrainian SSR" makes provisions 
for the promotion of the national-cultural development of Ukrainians living 
in other republics of the USSR, as well as for such assistance to groups, orga­
nizations and schools in foreign countries outside the USSR. 

Death camp victims laid to rest 
Bodies of Stus, Lytvyn, Tykhy returned to Ukraine 

November 26, 1989 

LONDON - The bodies of the late Vasyl Stus, Yuriy Lytvyn and Oleksiy 
Tykhy, who all died while languishing in the notorious special-regimen bloc 
of Perm Labor Camp No. 36-1 between 1984 and 1985, were transported to 
their final resting ground in Ukraine on November 18, reported the 
Ukrainian Press Agency based here. 

At 8:30 p.m. local time, an aircraft carrying the bodies of the three dissi­
dents landed at Kiev airport. Some 1,000 people in black mourning attire, 
many holding Ukrainian national flags, reportedly attended a ceremony at 



the airport, addressed by Mykhailo Horyn, head of the Secretariat of the 
Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova, or Rukh, and a leading mem­
ber of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union. 

Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox priests cele­
brated a religious service by the coffins, which were draped with blue-and-
yellow flags, the UPA reported. The coffins were then transferred to the St. 
Mary the Protectress (Pokrova) Church in Kiev. 

The next morning, Sunday, November 19, the UPA reported, a Ukrainian 
Catholic priest celebrated a requiem service, or panakhyda, which was attended 
by thousands of people. At 11 a.m. the Association of Independent Ukrainian 
Youth (SNUM) organized a mass meeting at one of Kiev's stadiums, which was 
addressed by Kiev SNUM leader Dmytro Korchynsky on behalf of the Society 
of the Repressed, Oles Fedorchuk, Oles Serhiyenko and Yevhen Chernyshov 
from the Ukrainian National Democratic League. According to the UPA, militia 
tried to prevent the meeting but were unsuccessful. 

The meeting ended with a procession walking in the direction of St. 
Sophia Cathedral, where three vehicles bearing the bodies of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group members joined the procession, the UPA said in a press 
release. 

Estimates of between 10,000 and 30,000 people have been given on the 
attendance of the funeral procession, which made its way to the famous 
Baikove Cemetery, where through the intercession of Rukh the three men 
were laid to rest among some of Ukraine's best known writers, poets and 
intellectuals. 

During the funeral, a Ukrainian Catholic priest, a Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox priest and a Russian Orthodox priest conducted a 
panakhyda, the UPA and the press service of the Ukrainian Helsinki Union 
reported. 

Eulogies were given by former dissidents Vyacheslav Chornovil, Lev 
Lukianenko, Zinoviy Krasivsky, Vasyl Ovsienko and Mykhailyna 
Kotsiubynska, as well as Rukh leader Ivan Drach, poets Oleh Orach and 
Atena Pashko, a representative of the miners of the Donbas, and the mother 
of the late Yuriy Lytvyn. 

The widows of Vasyl Stus and Oleksiy Tykhy, as well as their children, 
also took part in all the ceremonies, the UHU's press service reported on 
November 20. 

Mr. Chornovil bade farewell to his long-suffering comrades in a moving 
eulogy. 

"Dear comrades Vasyl, Yuriy and Oleksa! Fate did not allow you to live 
an extra two or three years for the imperial prison gates to open with a 
creak. But what joy and relief your return would have brought to our people 
had you been alive and active. After all, you never submitted to the situation. 
Al l three, without a second thought, became members of the Ukrainian 



Helsinki Group, which in those years meant immediate long-term imprison­
ment or death. You were the precursors of genuine, not showpiece, restruc­
turing of society a long time before those who stooped and yielded under the 
imperial whip even spoke about it. Today you would have been on the front 
line of the struggle for the ideals of democracy, national and social liberation 
of our people, for our state independence and our honorable place in the fam­
ily of nations of the world. 

"You were not ordinary people, and were very talented. Vasyl's poetry, 
much of which is still being held by the KGB, will be an immortal part of the 
heritage of our people. Yuriy's work also waits to be read and remains hidden 
behind locked doors. Oleksa excelled as a talented academic with an analyti­
cal mind. 

"But you also possessed something which representatives of our spiritual 
elite lacked in those dark years - unwavering courage, the ability to look 
proudly into the eyes of the enemy and not retreat from the ideals. This is 
why your names will forever be written in gold letters in the history of our 
suffering, but immortal, nation. 

"Today, in this time of renewal and struggle, when not only our national 
flags fly above us, but the idea of the renewal of our state independence greets 
us, we obtained one more victory, albeit a tragic one for you. If the bodies of 
millions of Ukrainians lie in the outskirts of the empire in nameless graves, 
you came back to rest in your native land, to the major cemetery in the capital 
of Ukraine. There will always be a well-worn path to your graves." 

Considered one of the finest Ukrainian poets and translators, Stus died 
at the age of 47 on September 4, 1985, in the hospital of the notoriously 
harsh special-regimen zone of Perm Camp 36-1, where he was serving a 10-
year labor camp sentence for "anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda." 

A teacher and founding member of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 
Tykhy died on May 6, 1984, at the age of 57 in the same camp following a 
long illness. He was serving a 10-year labor camp term under the trumped-
up charge of "illegal possession of a firearm." 

Lytvyn, a journalist and poet, apparently committed suicide in the same 
Perm Camp 36-1 on September 5, 1984, at the age of 50. He was likewise 
serving a 10-year labor camp sentence. 

Human chain links multitudes across Ukraine 

January 28, 1990 

JERSEY CITY, N.J . - Multitudes of smiling, flag-waving Ukrainians, 
estimated by various sources at up to half a million, joined hands on January 
21 for 300 miles between Kiev and Lviv in a symbolic human chain commem-



orating the brief period of Ukrainian unity and independence over 70 years 
ago, reported the Associated Press, the Ukrainian Press Agency and the St. 
Sophia Religious Association of Canada. 

The human chain, organized by the Popular Movement of Ukraine for 
Perebudova, or Rukh, appeared to have successfully linked hundreds of thou­
sands of people across the 300-mile stretch from St. Sophia's Square in Kiev 
westward through the cities of Zhytomyr, Rivne, Ternopil and Lviv, and even 
made a loop to Ivano-Frankivske. 

The St. Sophia Religious Association reported that 500,000 people partic­
ipated, while the UPA reported 250,000, and the AP said 100,000 people, 
waving Ukrainian blue-and-yellow flags and banners proclaiming "For a 
United, Independent Ukraine," gathered for this peaceful demonstration of 
national unity and pride. 

Rukh organized the officially sanctioned chain, commemorating both the 
January 22, 1918, proclamation of Ukrainian independence and the act of re­
unification of Ukrainian lands one year later, because "we felt the hunger for 
unity," Volodymyr Yavorivsky, a leading Rukh activist, told the AP. 

"We needed to feel we are a people, we are a nation united against the 
problems of Chornobyl, economic problems, ecological problems and the 
party apparatus," Mr. Yavorivsky, a USSR people's deputy from Kiev, was 
quoted as saying. 

The day's events began in the Ukrainian capital, Kiev, with a moleben 
celebrated by priests from the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church at 
11 a.m. in front of St. Sophia's Sobor, reported the UPA of London. Since 8 
a.m. thousands of people had come to the square in front of St. Sophia's and 
all along the planned route of the human chain by bus, train, trolley, private 
car and foot. Special busloads of people were organized by Rukh and other 
informal organizations, such as the Ukrainian Helsinki Union and the 
Ukrainian National Democratic League, to fill in gaps along the route. 

The human chain began at noon as church bells rang in Kiev and Lviv. 
The first person in the chain was Kiev poet and Rukh head Ivan Drach, fol­
lowed by members of Rukh's Secretariat, then clergy and laypeople from the 
All-Ukrainian Orthodox Brotherhood, followed by activists from regional 
Rukh organizations and various informal associations from all over Ukraine, 
Kharkiv, Poltava, Odessa, the Crimea, Donetske, Dnipropetrovske, 
Mykolayiv and Ivano-Frankivske. In Kiev the route extended from St. 
Sophia's Square, down Volodymyr Street, Shevchenko Boulevard and Victory 
Prospect, toward the main westbound highway linking all the cities. Smiling 
militiamen were extremely helpful in keeping order to make the occasion a 
success, reported the UPA. 

The hourlong human chain was followed by public rallies in cities along 
the route, and other cities of Ukraine, including Kharkiv and 
Dnipropetrovske. The 4 p.m. mass meeting in Kiev drew between 80,000 and 



100,000 to St. Sophia's Square, where they were addressed by Kiev poet and 
head of the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Language Society Dmytro 
Pavlychko and heard a reading of the full text of the Fourth Universal of 
January 22, 1918, which proclaimed Ukrainian independence. 

Among the 32 speakers who addressed the banner and flag-waving 
crowd were Kiev writer Oles Honchar, U H U president Lev Lukianenko, 
Messrs. Drach and Yavorivsky, Mykhailo Horyn, as well as activists of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church. 

During the Kiev rally, the militia, to the disappointment of the crowd, 
took down from the roof of a building a large banner with the slogan "Out 
with the occupiers!" 

The crowd in Kiev reportedly included children and the elderly, handi­
capped, Hare Krishnas and Jewish refuseniks, in a show of unity, reported 
the AP. Representatives of various nationalities living in Ukraine also partic­
ipated, including Russians, Poles, Jews, Armenians, Bulgarians and others. 

In Lviv, where the chain was reportedly three columns deep, a moleben 
was celebrated by Ukrainian Catholic clergy at 11 a.m. at the so-called rock, 
the site of the planned Taras Shevchenko monument in the city's center. 
Before the human chain began at noon, Vyacheslav Chornovil, a U H U 
activist, reportedly addressed the crowd at the site of the Shevchenko monu­
ment, where the chain was to end, but was spontaneously extended south­
east to Ivano-Frankivske. 

Up to 100,000 people reportedly attended a mass meeting at 5 p.m. in 
Lviv, which was addressed once again by Mr. Chornovil, Lviv Rukh head 
Orest Vlokh, Lviv writer Roman Lubkivsky, representatives of Jewish and 
Armenian cultural societies, and guests from Lithuania. 

Reports indicated that the human chain was solid all throughout the 
route. 

Ukraine proclaims sovereignty 

July 22, 1990 

JERSEY CITY, N.J . - The Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR on 
Monday, July 16, proclaimed the republic's state sovereignty, defined as 
"supremacy, independence, fullness and indivisibility of the republic's 
authority within the boundaries of its territory, and its independence and 
equality in external relations." 

The Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine was overwhelmingly 
approved by the Ukrainian Parliament by a vote of 355 for and 4 against. 

News of the vote and the full Ukrainian-language text of the declaration 



were received via fax from the Kiev offices of Rukh, the Popular Movement 
of Ukraine for Perebudova. According to Leonid Chuhunov, liaison of Rukh's 
Department of Foreign Relations, the vote came at 10:08 a.m. Kiev time. 

The document decrees that Ukrainian SSR laws take precedence on 
Ukrainian territory over all-union laws, and declares that the Ukrainian SSR 
will maintain its own army and its own national bank and, if necessary, has 
the power to introduce its own currency. 

In addition, the declaration proclaims that the republic is "a permanent­
ly neutral state that does not participate in military blocs," and states that 
the republic will not accept, will not produce and will not procure nuclear 
weapons. 

Though the declaration stopped short of calling for Ukraine's secession 
from the USSR, many observers pointed out that it goes farther than similar 
steps toward sovereignty taken by other Soviet republics, particularly in its pro­
vision regarding armed forces and its non-participation in any military bloc. 

Other republics that have proclaimed their sovereignty recently include 
Moldavia, Russia and Uzbekistan; the Baltic states have gone farther, assert­
ing their independence. 

Adoption of the Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine, following a 
morning roll call vote in the Parliament, was greeted by the people's 
deputies with a standing ovation and tumultuous applause. Later that day 
the deputies voted 339-5 to proclaim July 16 a national holiday in Ukraine. 

Public celebration 

The Ukrainian Press Agency reported that some 5,000 to 10,000 Kiev 
residents celebrated Ukraine's declaration of sovereignty on the evening of 
its proclamation by gathering in the capital city's October Revolution 
Square. 

At the meeting People's Deputy Bohdan Horyn proposed declaring July 
16 Independence Day. The people's deputy also proposed that the name of 
the square should be changed to Independence Square. 

The suggestions were met with cheers, cries of "Glory to Ukraine" and 
prolonged applause. Mr. Horyn was quoted as saying that the declaration 
was the first step towards full independence. 

He was followed to the podium by Oles Shevchenko, Vyacheslav 
Chornovil, Larysa Skoryk and Mykola Porovsky, all deputies in the 
Ukrainian Parliament. 

Mr. Shevchenko proclaimed that "from today our children will be born 
in a free country and not in a colony belonging to Moscow," the UPA noted. 

The large crowd of people formed into a column and marched towards St. 
Sophia Square. Several people were dressed in Kozak costumes. The column 
stopped briefly at the building where in 1917-1918 the Ukrainian Central 



Council had held its meetings. Several people gave speeches in memory of the 
first president of the Ukrainian National Republic, Mykhailo Hrushevsky. 

The column of people then proceeded towards the Taras Shevchenko 
monument, where wreaths were laid, according to the UPA. 

Self-determination 

In the first section of the declaration titled "Self-Determination of the 
Ukrainian Nation," it is noted: "The Ukrainian SSR, as a sovereign national 
state, develops within existing boundaries on the basis of the realization of 
the Ukrainian nation's inalienable right to self-determination." 

The people of Ukraine - defined as "citizens of the republic of all nation­
alities" - are the sole source of state authority in the republic, according to 
the declaration. The document states that all the republic's wealth and 
resources are the property of its people, and it notes that the Ukrainian SSR 
guarantees protection for all forms of ownership. 

As regards the issue of citizenship, according to various news sources 
one of the sticking points of the declaration, the Ukrainian Parliament 
adopted a version that provides for Ukrainian SSR citizenship, while allow­
ing citizens to retain USSR citizenship. 

The declaration deals also with the matter of environmental protection, 
stating that the Ukrainian SSR determines procedures for protection of 
nature, as well as for use of its natural resources. It states that the republic 
has the right to ban or halt ecologically dangerous enterprises and that it has 
the right to seek "compensation for damages to the ecology of Ukraine 
brought about by the acts of union organs." 

The Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine is composed of a pre­
amble and 10 sections: Self-Determination of the Ukrainian Nation, Rule of 
the People, State Authority, Citizenship of the Ukrainian SSR, Territorial 
Supremacy, Economic Independence, Ecological Safety, Cultural 
Development, External and Internal Security, and International Relations. 

In its conclusion the declaration notes that the Ukrainian SSR's rela­
tions with other Soviet republics are conducted "on the basis of the princi­
ples of equality, mutual respect and non-interference in internal affairs." 

It is also stated that the declaration is to serve as the basis for a new 
constitution and laws of the republic, and that its principles are to be "uti­
lized in the preparation of a new union agreement." 

Debate on declaration 

The Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine was debated by the 
Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet point by point, and its provisions were put to 
a vote section by section. 

On July 11 the title of the proclamation was adopted. Mr. Chornovil's 



proposal that the name of the republic be changed from Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic to Republic of Ukraine was voted down, reported the 
Ukrainian Press Agency. 

The sections on Self-Determination of the Ukrainian Nation, Rule of the 
People and State Authority also were approved that day. 

The next day, July 12, the deputies discussed the citizenship issue. 
Communist Party members supported the idea of dual - Ukrainian SSR and 
all-union - citizenship, while Democratic Bloc deputies grouped in the 
National Council (Narodna Rada) argued that this made no judicial sense, 
the UPA reported. 

That day 207 persons voted in favor of the dual citizenship provision, but 
this did not constitute a majority and, therefore, the measure was not adopted. 

Discussion then turned to the sections on Territorial Supremacy, 
Economic Independence and Ecological Safety, which were approved by the 
people's deputies. 

On July 13, 238 voted to approve the section on External and Internal 
Security, which includes a provision on the right of Ukraine to maintain its 
own armed forces and notes that citizens of the Ukrainian SSR perform their 
military service on the territory of the republic and cannot be used for military 
aims outside its borders without the consent of the Ukrainian SSR Supreme 
Soviet. Passage of this section was welcomed by a loud round of applause. 

Next came International Relations, the last section of the declaration, 
which was supported by a vote of 317 deputies. 

The deputies then returned to the issue of citizenship that had sharply 
divided them. Ultimately, the measure providing for Ukrainian SSR citizen­
ship while guaranteeing citizens the right to retain USSR citizenship was 
approved by a vote of 296 for and 26 against. 

After the weekend the deputies returned to vote on the adoption of the 
entire Declaration on State Sovereignty. 

After the overwhelming vote approving the measure, several deputies 
welcomed its passage. Among them were Roman Lubkivsky of Lviv, who sug­
gested that July 16 be observed as a national holiday of Ukraine's sovereign­
ty, and Ivan Zayets, who argued that the declaration should be given the 
force of law. 

Henrikh Altunian noted that the declaration was the first step toward 
the freedom of the people of Ukraine and called on his fellow deputies to 
observe a moment of silence for Ukraine's fallen heroes - from Hetman 
Petro Konashevych Sahaidachny to poet and human rights advocate Vasyl 
Stus - who had fought for decades for Ukraine's freedom. 

* * * 

Parliament sessions continued this week with discussions and debates 
on the composition of the government of Ukraine. 



On July 18 the Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet finally accepted the resig­
nation submitted a week earlier by Volodymyr Ivashko as its chairman and 
nominated candidates to replace him. 

Citing TASS, Radio Liberty reported that 27 persons have been nominat­
ed for the position of Parliament chairman, which is equivalent to president 
of the republic. 

Among the candidates are Stanislav Hurenko, first secretary of the 
Communist Party of Ukraine (who had replaced Mr. Ivashko in that 
party position upon his resignation), and another party leader, Leonid 
Kravchuk. 

Democratic Bloc candidates include Volodymyr Yavorivsky and Ihor 
Yukhnovsky. 

Patriarch Mstyslav returns to Ukraine 
Enthronement scheduled for November 17Л8 

October 28, 1990 

KIEV - Thousands of Ukrainian faithful welcomed Patriarch Mstyslav of 
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in Ukraine and the diaspora, 
as he triumphantly set foot on Ukrainian soil, Saturday evening, October 20 
- after an absence of 46 years. 

At the entrance to the golden-domed St. Sophia Cathedral in 
Ukraine's capital city, the 92-year-old patriarch dropped to his knees and 
kissed the ground three times. Amid the chiming of bells which filled the 
square, he entered the church and celebrated a moleben of thanksgiving 
that evening. 

Arriving in Kiev earlier that day, the Ukrainian Orthodox primate and 
his escort, the Very Rev. Archimandrite Andriy Partykevich, were greeted 
by the hierarchy of the recently reborn UAOC, led by Metropolitan Ioann, 
as well as a group of people's deputies, other government officials, numer­
ous clergymen, members of the St. Andrew Brotherhood and UAOC faith­
ful, reported the Metropolitan's Chancery based in South Bound Brook, 
N.J. 

Plans have already been made for enthronement ceremonies, scheduled 
for the weekend of November 17-18, when the prelate will be installed as 
patriarch of Ukraine. As The Weekly was going to press, it was not known 
what church in Kiev would host the jubilant ceremonies. 

During his first week in the Ukrainian capital city, Patriarch Mstyslav 
met with Ukraine's President Leonid Kravchuk in the chambers of the 
Supreme Soviet. He also delivered the invocation and addressed the second 



congress of Rukh, the Popular Movement of Ukraine for Perebudova, which 
convened on Thursday morning, October 25. 

Patriarch Mstyslav began his long-awaited journey to Ukraine on Friday 
evening, October 19, after months of waiting for a Soviet visa. 

During a brief layover in Moscow, the Ukrainian patriarch was greeted 
by Ukrainian Deputies Yuriy Sorochyk of the USSR Supreme Soviet and Les 
Taniuk, a deputy of the Ukrainian Parliament, as well as representatives of 
the local branch of the Slavutych Society, who waved Ukrainian blue-and-
yellow banners. 

In Kiev, the first to address the patriarch was Metropolitan Ioann. In 
turn, Metropolitan Mstyslav was approached by children, who greeted him 
with the traditional bread and salt. The clerics from the United States 
were surrounded by a Ukrainian Kozak honor guard, whose members then 
proceeded to carry the patriarch, seated in a specially designed chair, into 
the cheering crowd. There, a representative of the national sisterhood 
greeted the hierarch with a beautiful korovay (traditional bread), while 
the people chanted "Glory to the Patr iarch" and "Long Live the 
Patriarch." 

After the welcoming ceremony, a three-kilometer-long motorcade took 
Patriarch Mstyslav from Boryspil Airport to downtown Kiev. The road lead­
ing into the city was flanked by more well-wishers, waving blue-and-yellow 
flags. The motorcade's destination was St. Sophia, which barely held the 
throng that had come to greet the patriarch. Having reached the square, the 
hierarch this time declined the honor guards' offer to carry him and walked 
towards the cathedral by himself. He fell onto his knees and, with the sound 
of chiming bells filling the square, kissed the ground thrice. Tears of happi­
ness shone in the eyes of those in attendance. 

Inside St. Sophia Cathedral Patriarch Mstyslav, assisted by members of 
the hierarchy and clergy of the UAOC, then celebrated a moleben. After the 
service he addressed the clergy and brotherhood members in attendance. 
Afterwards he stepped onto a specially prepared podium before the cathedral 
and addressed the faithful as a father speaking to his children. 

Long after the patriarch had been taken to his hotel, the crowd in St. 
Sophia Square lingered for an extended period of time and rejoiced in the 
fact that its prayers were answered - that it lived to see its patriarch. 

On Sunday, October 21, St. Andrew Cathedral in Kiev, where Patriarch 
Mstyslav had been consecrated to the episcopacy in 1942, was the site of an 
archpastoral divine liturgy officiated by him. Gathered in and around the 
church were some 50,000 people. 

That same day the patriarch also returned to St. Sophia an icon of St. 
Nicholas which until recently adorned St. Andrew Memorial Church in 
South Bound Brook, N.J. Returned together with the icon was a 13th centu­
ry pectoral cross. 



Rukh declares Ukraine's independence as its goal 

November 4, 1990 

by Roma Hadzewycz 

KIEV - The second all-Ukrainian congress of the Popular Movement of 
Ukraine for Perebudova concluded here on Sunday, October 28, with Rukh 
emphasizing that its principal goal no longer is perebudova (restructuring) 
but "renewal of independent statehood for Ukraine." 

Reflecting this significant change, the words "for perebudova" were 
deleted from the name of the organization, which now encompasses more 
than 630,000 members and claims some 5 million supporters throughout the 
republic. 

The Rukh congress, attended by 2,020 voting delegates (plus an addi­
tional 105 with an advisory role), voted to delineate its role also as "creation 
through non-violent means of a democratic parliamentary republic." 

Writer and Ukrainian SSR People's Deputy Ivan Drach was confirmed 
as president of the Popular Movement of Ukraine for another year, as he had 
been elected to a two-year term at Rukh's founding congress in September 
1989. 

He will head a restructured Rukh organization that includes four 
autonomous but interrelated bodies: the Political Council, the All-Ukrainian 
Coordinating Council, the Nationalities Council and the Council of Collegia. 

Mykhailo Horyn, formerly head of the Rukh Secretariat, was elected first 
vice-chairman of Rukh and chairman of the Political Council, which unites 
representatives of political parties and public organizations that are collec­
tive members of Rukh. Bohdan Ternopilsky was approved as Mr. Horyn's 
deputy in the Political Council. 

Delegates to the congress had approved collective membership for orga­
nizations active within Ukraine - but not outside its borders - in addition to 
individual membership. The reference to organizations active within the 
republic is an important distinction because it, in effect, forbids collective 
membership to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which is Moscow-
based. However, it could allow for the membership of an independent 
Communist Party of Ukraine. 

The Coordinating Council is headed by Mykola Porovsky. Bohdan 
Telenko is vice-chairman of that body, the executive organ of Rukh's Grand 
Council. (The Grand Council is to meet not less than four times per year and 
it is Rukh's highest governing body between all-Ukrainian congresses.) 

Ivan Zayets was elected chairman of the Council of Collegia, which 
encompasses subcommittees of experts in such fields as economics, ecology, 



science and the law. Volodymyr Muliava is vice-chairman of the council. 
The Nationalities Council, which includes representatives of all national 

groups residing in Ukraine, is chaired by Oleksander Burakovsky; Voleslav 
Helchenko is its vice-chairman. 

Viktor Burlakov was elected chairman of the Rukh Secretariat. 
A l l the aforementioned council chairmen and the chairman of the 

Secretariat are, at the same time, vice-chairmen of Rukh. In addition, the fol­
lowing persons were elected to the leadership of Rukh as vice-chairpersons 
representing various groups and geographic areas: Serhiy Koniev (democrat­
ic councils), Oles Doniy (youth), Oleksander Lavrynovych, Larysa Skoryk 
(women), Serhiy Holovaty (Kiev), Olena Bondarenko (Luhanske), Lubomyr 
Senyk (Lviv), Viktor Tsymbaliuk (Odessa) and Mykola Yakovyna (Ivano-
Frankivske). 

Congress resolutions, appeals 

The Rukh congress also approved a series of resolutions and appeals dur­
ing its final day of sessions. 

Among them were an appeal to all nations residing in Ukraine, which 
stressed that Rukh seeks power through peaceful means in order to better 
the lot of all the people of Ukraine, as well as appeals to peasants, the mili­
tary, youth, teachers and Christians of all denominations. 

Resolutions were adopted regarding the union treaty, economic borders 
of Ukraine, creation of a democratic bloc called Democratic Ukraine, inter-
ethnic relations, creation of a Ukrainian national army and the return of 
Ukraine's soldiers to the republic's territory, the situation in Crimea and the 
fate of former political prisoners. 

In addition, the delegates approved a proposal that Rukh should help 
promote establishment of the Ukrainian youth organization Plast in the 
eastern and central regions of Ukraine. The proposal also called for creation 
of a Plast supporters group within the Rukh organization. 

Concluding press conference 

At a press briefing held once the congress was adjourned, members of 
the new Rukh leadership spoke about the significance of the second all-
Ukrainian congress of the Popular Movement of Ukraine. 

Mr. Zayets, chairman of the Council of Collegia, pointed out that with 
this congress Rukh had stepped from public meeting-type activity to concrete 
deeds. 

He stressed the importance of the resolution on Ukraine's economic bor­
ders and noted that Rukh would soon announce a contest to design a new 
monetary unit for Ukraine, the aim being a design that stressed the continu­
ity of Ukrainian statehood. 



Mr. Zayets also pointed out that the congress clarified Rukh's previously 
vague position on independent statehood for Ukraine. 

"The political situation today is such that the empire is crumbling and it 
is obvious to everyone that only a sovereign Ukraine will be able to lead our 
people out of this crisis," he said. 

Volodymyr Cherniak, a prominent economist and USSR people's deputy 
who previously headed Rukh's Council of Collegia, emphasized that econom­
ic issues are indeed the most important for Ukraine at this time. 

"Our program, in a word, is sovereignty," he said. 
"We are proposing our own currency - the hryvnia, an independent 

banking system, a free market and ways to motivate workers," he said. 
He continued: "The way out of our present (economic) crisis is to leave 

the union. ... We are faced with disintegration of the USSR. Ukraine, of 
necessity, must negotiate agreements with other republics - but not with the 
administrative command center." 

Also at the press conference, the head of the congress press center, 
Dmytro Ponomarchuk, reported that the four-day conclave had attracted 445 
accredited correspondents. 

Among them were correspondents from publications as diverse as The 
Village Voice, U.S. News and World Report, Literaturnaya Gazeta, the inde­
pendent Latvian newspaper Atmoda, Radianska Zhinka, Vechirniy Kyiv and 
The European. 

Greetings to Rukh 

The first two days of Rukh's second congress were devoted largely to 
presentations by leading Rukh activists and greetings from representatives 
of the Ukrainian diaspora, among them: Erast Huculak of the Canadian 
Friends of Rukh; Taras Hunczak of the National Fund to Aid Ukraine 
(which encompasses both the Rukh and the Children of Chornobyl Relief 
funds); presidents of the two largest Ukrainian fraternal organizations, 
Ulana Diachuk of the Ukrainian National Association and John Oleksyn of 
the Ukrainian Fraternal Association; Yakiv Suslensky of the Society for 
Ukrainian-Jewish Contacts based in Israel; Maria Savchak, president of the 
Ukrainian National Women's League of America; and others too numerous 
to mention. 

Canada's deputy minister for external affairs, Patrick Boyer, addressed 
the delegates and guests on behalf of his government, and Marta Shmigel 
read a message from U.S. Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. 

Dr. Volodymyr Mokry greeted the conclave from the Polish Sejm, of 
which he is a member, and on behalf of Lech Walesa, the Solidarity leader 
now seeking to become president of Poland. 

Greetings were also delivered by Bohdan Nahaylo of Radio Liberty's 
Ukrainian service and Roman Kupchinsky of Prolog Publishers. 



Messages of solidarity with the Ukrainian people's aspirations came 
from Crimean Tatars, leaders of Sajudis, Lithuania's popular front, as well 
as from national movements in Georgia, Moldavia, Armenia, Latvia, 
Uzbekistan and other republics. 

A presentation providing the American perspective on Ukraine was 
delivered by Robert McConnell, a Washington lawyer and activist of the local 
Rukh support committee known as Ukraine 2000. 

Pastor John Shep of the Lutheran Church, who directs the program 
"Thoughts of Faith," also addressed the gathering. He brought to the Rukh 
congress 3,000 copies each of Bibles and Bible stories that were distributed 
to all delegates and guests who wished to receive them. 

Pastor Oleksa Harbuziuk of the All-Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist 
Fellowship, too, was among the well-wishers at the historic congress. 

Ivan Pliushch addressed the congress in his capacity as vice-chairman of 
the Ukrainian SSR Supreme Soviet, noting that "I, too, love Ukraine and 
believe that Ukraine will be sovereign, free and independent." 

"Today we need a democratic center which would consolidate all those 
democratic forces around healthy thinking, around ... our Declaration of State 
Sovereignty," he continued. "If we unite with you, we will show through deeds, 
not words or slogans, our unity, and we truly will create a lawful, free and 
independent state that will have horizontal and other contacts with other 
states and will take an active part in the building of the common European 
home. Then we, at our next gathering, will say that our work was not in vain." 

Congress presentations 

A large part of the agenda was devoted to special presentations. In addi­
tion to Mr. Drach's comments on the "political situation in Ukraine," there 
were addresses on Ukraine's path to becoming a lawful state (Mr. 
Holovatyi), political aspects of economic reform (Mr. Zayets), an economic 
model for Ukraine (Oleksander Savchenko), problems of a national army 
(Mykhailo Kosiv), political parties, public organizations and Rukh (Lev 
Lukianenko), Rukh and problems of the village (Stepan Kolesnyk), inter-
ethnic relations and national rebirth in Ukraine (Mr. Burakovsky), Ukraine: 
a state of inter-ethnic peace (Leonid Shulman), the role of the Church in the 
rebirth of Ukrainian statehood (Yevhen Sverstiuk), medicine and health in 
Ukraine (Lubomyr Pyrih), organizational activity of Rukh (Mr. Porovsky), 
Rukh and rule by the people (Mr. Koniev) and the student movement (Oles 
Doniy). 

Reports on Rukh activity during the first year of its existence were deliv­
ered by Volodymyr Yavorivsky (Council of Representatives), Mr. Cherniak 
(Council of Collegia), Dmytro Pavlychko (Nationalities Council), Mr. Horyn 
(Secretariat), Anatoliy Shevchenko (Rukh's newspaper, Narodna Hazeta), 



Volodymyr Konfederatenko (Financial Commission) and Ihor Yukhnovsky 
(National Council in Ukraine's Parliament). 

Reports on proposed amendments to the Rukh charter and program 
were delivered, respectively, by Mr. Lavrynovych and Vitaliy Donchyk. 

Groups present at congress 

Among the myriad groups whose representatives participated in the con­
gress were 17 strike committees throughout Ukraine, the Ukrainian 
Republican and Democratic parties, the Inter-Party Assembly, anarcho-syn­
dicalists, the Ukrainian Forum of Soldiers' Mothers, veterans of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army, Donbas miners and military men from various 
services. 

Also represented were the Ukrainian Language Society, Green World, 
Memorial, the Democratic Platform of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, as well as the CPSU, the Komsomol, the Ukrainian Christian 
Democratic Party and the Ukrainian Peasants' Democratic Party. 

In all, 44 political and public organizations sent delegates to the second 
Rukh congress. 

Outside the congress hall, delegates and guests viewed numerous dis­
plays: independent publications, photographs, chronicles of the activity of 
Rukh branches, the history of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church, as well as informational exhibits on problems of the environment. 

An exhibit of poster art focused on the most pressing problems of the day 
in Ukraine: blank spots in history, Chornobyl's fallout, Russification, pollu­
tion and religious repression. During one afternoon break, a documentary on 
the Ukrainian famine of 1932-1933, "Harvest of Despair," was screened. 

During the first evening of the congress, a special concert was presented 
in the Ukraina Palace, featuring Ukrainian folk musicians and singers, as 
well as laureates of the first Chervona Ruta festival of Ukrainian music, 
among them Vasyl Zhdankin, the Telniuk sisters, Eduard Drach, Vika, 
Komu Vnyz, Volodymyr Davydov, Oleh Pavlyshyn and Oleksander 
Tyshchenko. 

During the recesses, various ensembles of folk singers and musicians 
performed in the lobbies and on the broad staircases of the Ukraina Palace of 
Culture. 

* * * 

The day after the congress had adjourned, the banners on the 
Khreshchatyk and Red Army Street, and the huge billboard across from the 
Dnipro Hotel were gone. Workers were already busy decorating Kiev's main 
boulevard for the upcoming (November 7) anniversary of the revolution - an 
anniversary that this year will be like none before. 



KYN, AUGUST 24,1991: After voting to adopt the Proclamation of the Independence 
of Ukraine, members of Parliament carry a huge blue-and-yellow Ukrainian national 
flag into the session hall. 

KYN, AUGUST 1991: Anti-Soviet graffiti on the soon-to-be-dismantled Lenin monu­
ment located in the city center on the Khreschatyk boulevard. 
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KYN, JANUARY 1992: Cadets of the military academy take an oath of office, swear­
ing allegiance to newly independent Ukraine. 

WASHINGTON, MAY 6, 1992: Presidents George Bush and Leonid Kravchuk appear 
at a signing ceremony at the White House during the recently elected Ukrainian lead­
er's first visit to the United States. 



Independence: The Early Years 
Ukraine declares independence 

Ukraine, Russia sign interim bilateral pact 

September 1, 1991 

by Chrystyna Lapychak 
Kiev Press Bureau 

KIEV - In an overwhelming vote that stunned the majority of the people 
of Ukraine, the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine declared the republic's indepen­
dence from the Soviet Union on August 24 and in the days that followed 
began to take its first steps toward building an independent democratic 
state. 

Among their first moves, leaders of the Ukrainian Parliament reached a 
temporary economic and military agreement with a delegation of leaders of 
the Russian Parliament during their impromptu official visit to Kiev on 
August 28-29. 

The negotiations and resulting joint communique signed by Ukrainian 
Supreme Soviet Chairman Leonid Kravchuk and Russian Federation Vice-
President Aleksander Rutskoy were meant to serve as a response to a recent 
statement by Russian President Boris Yeltsin questioning the current bor­
ders of republics that declared independence following the failed coup. 

"Because there are rumors that Ukraine and Russia will quarrel," said 
Mr. Rutskoy upon the delegation's arrival at the Ukrainian Supreme Soviet, 
"our main purpose in Kiev is to stabilize our mutual relationship and to 
negotiate a program during this transitional period as union structures no 
longer govern the state." 

The two parties, whose talks were held in the presence of five represen­
tatives of the all-union Supreme Soviet, agreed "to make joint efforts to pre­
vent the uncontrolled disintegration of the union state, to create a temporary 
structure for building up individual states, subjects of the former union," 
and to maintain the functioning of the economy. 

They also stipulated that all the "subjects of the former union" would be 
invited to help prepare a new economic agreement on a horizontal basis and 
agreed to the creation of a collective security system during the transitional 
period. The parties agreed not to make any unilateral decisions on military 
and strategic issues, particularly in regard to nuclear weapons. 

Another major point of the agreement was the parties' reconfirmation of 



the articles of the bilateral agreement between Ukraine and Russia of 
November 19, 1990, regarding mutual respect for one another's territorial 
integrity. 

The republics' leaders also pledged to continue to uphold the USSR's 
obligations as delineated in various international agreements, particularly 
those concerning arms control. Finally, Ukraine and Russia agreed to 
exchange representatives to maintain constant communication. 

Up to 10,000 people congregated outside the Parliament building, often 
chanting "independence" and "Ukraine without Moscow," while the negotia­
tions dragged on for nearly 12 hours inside. The crowd booed Leningrad 
Mayor Anatoly Sobchak, who attended the talks as an observer from the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, when he addressed them on the steps, saying, "who­
ever said being independent and being together were contradictory?" 

However, Mr. Sobchak also said: "No one questions Ukrainian indepen­
dence, but there exist political and economic questions to be solved." 

The Russian parliamentary delegation included, in addition to Mr. 
Rutskoy, prominent economist Grigory Yavlinsky and four others. 

Other than Mr. Kravchuk, the Ukrainian side included Vice-Premier 
Kostiantyn Masyk, Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko, presidium members 
Vasyl Durdynets, Vasyl Yevtukhov, Oleksander Yemets, Dmytro Pavlychko, 
Volodymyr Pylypchuk, Anatoliy Chepurny and Ihor Yukhnovsky, and Rukh 
Chairman Ivan Drach. Deputies V. Vasylenko, Levko Lukianenko, 
Oleksander Moroz, Volodymyr Filenko and Vyacheslav Chornovil served as 
consultants. 

The all-union delegation consisted of Mr. Sobchak, Yuriy Ryzhov, Serhiy 
Riabchenko and Dr. Yuriy Shcherbak. 

Historic vote for independence 

The Communist-dominated Ukrainian Parliament's vote for indepen­
dence last Saturday came as a big surprise to the majority of citizens of this 
nation of 52 million. 

During the tense 11-hour extraordinary session on August 24, the heated 
debate focused on the behavior of parliamentary, government and 
Communist Party leaders during the failed Moscow coup of August 19-21. 

Several thousand people gathered in front of the Supreme Soviet build­
ing shouted "Shame on Kravchuk" as he addressed the session, defending his 
cautious actions during the crisis. His address was followed by speeches by 
Communist majority leader Mr. Moroz and National Council leader Mr. 
Yukhnovsky. 

Mr. Yukhnovsky presented the National Council's list of legislation in 
reaction to the coup: immediate declaration of independence; depoliticization 
of the Ukrainian Procuracy, KGB, Internal Affairs Ministry and militia, 



state organs, institutions and workplaces, central television, radio and press; 
the immediate release of imprisoned People's Deputy Stepan Khmara and 
reversal of last November's vote stripping Dr. Khmara of his official immuni­
ty; the firing of Ukrainian SSR Chief Procurator Mykhailo Potebenko and 
Ukrainian TV chief Mykola Okhmakevych for complicity with the coup 
regime; and the creation of a special commission to investigate the actions of 
officials during the botched overthrow. 

As thousands of flag-waving Ukrainians outside chanted "indepen­
dence," the debate inside lasted for hours and several breaks were called to 
alleviate the tension and allow the majority and minority groups to hold 
strategy meetings. 

After Volodymyr Yavorivsky proposed the vote on independence, reading 
aloud the text of the resolution and act on the declaration of independence, 
Mr. Kravchuk called a one-hour break, when the Communist majority met 
and debated the historic issue. 

During their debate it appeared that most of the Communists felt there 
was no choice other than a decision to secede and, as they expressed it, dis­
tance themselves from the events in Moscow, particularly the strong anti-
Communist movement in the Russian Parliament. 

"If we don't vote for independence, it will be a disaster," said Ukrainian 
Communist Party chief Stanislav Hurenko during the debate. 

Toward the end of the debate, two representatives from the National 
Council, Messrs. Yavorivsky and Pavlychko, came to the majority meeting to 
propose a compromise: a clause in the resolution requiring a nationwide ref­
erendum on independence on December 1. 

After the break, at 5:55 p.m., the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine voted 321 
to 2, with 6 abstentions, out of 360, for the Act of Declaration of the 
Independence of Ukraine and the creation of an independent Ukrainian state 
- Ukraine. 

At 6 p.m., the Ukrainian Parliament voted 346 to 1, with 3 abstentions 
(out of 362), for the resolution declaring Ukraine an independent, democratic 
state, effective immediately, and calling for a republican referendum on 
December 1. 

Expressions of euphoria from the crowd gathered outside could be heard 
coming through the windows to the foyer, and could occasionally be heard as 
the doors into the session hall were opened. 

The Parliament also voted for the creation of a national guard of 
Ukraine and turned jurisdiction over all the armed forces located on 
Ukrainian territory over to the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine. 

Democrats won only a partial victory in the vote for depoliticization. 
While the resolution on the depoliticization of the Ukrainian SSR Procuracy, 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and KGB passed easily, the legislature voted 
three times on the issue of depoliticization of state organs, institutions and 



workplaces. The final result was a compromise, where the decision was left 
up to the workers' collectives. 

A proposal suggested by Second Deputy Chairman Volodymyr Hryniov 
to pass a resolution sealing off all party headquarters and archives to investi­
gate possible collaboration in the coup failed to pass in Saturday's session. 

The rest of the proposed legislation was passed along for consideration 
by the presidium, which met every day last week, Saturday through Friday. 

In the final moments of the historic session, which ended at about 9 
p.m., Chairman Kravchuk decided to permit a large blue-and-yellow 
Ukrainian flag, on the proposal of Mr. Chornovil, to be carried into the ses­
sion hall by democratic deputies and draped over the podium. Mr. Chornovil 
said the flag had hung on a tank that defended the Russian Parliament 
building during the coup. 

As most deputies filed out of the hall, members of the opposition 
National Council, including many former political prisoners, remained for a 
few minutes in front of the flag-draped podium, singing "Hey u Luzi 
Chervona Kalyna" and "Shche Ne Vmerla Ukraina," and raising their hands 
in the sign of the trident. 

The deputies departed the session hall singing the Ukrainian national 
anthem and filed outside before the delirious crowd for a rally, which later 
moved to October Revolution Square. 

Other than the crowd that had gathered at the Parliament, the streets of 
Kiev were quiet, with few signs of open celebration. 

In the days that followed, the Presidium passed a number of resolutions 
and decrees: nationalizing all CPU property and handing it over to the 
Supreme Soviet and local councils; issuing an amnesty for all political prison­
ers; suspending all C P U activities and freezing C P U assets and bank 
accounts pending official investigations into possible collaboration with the 
coup plotters; setting up a committee of inquiry into official behavior during 
the coup; and establishing a committee on military matters related to the 
creation of a Ministry of Defense of Ukraine. 

People's Deputy Stepan Khmara and his co-defendants, as well as Oles 
Serhiyenko and Anatoliy Lupynis were freed in the early morning of 
Monday, August 26, in connection with the amnesty. 

Following the failure of the Supreme Soviet to pass a decree sealing off 
C P U headquarters throughout the republic, local councils nationwide, 
including the Kiev City Council Executive Committee, have voted to do so. 

On Sunday, August 25, the Kiev city leadership issued an order to seal 
off all the oblast and city party headquarters within Kiev city limits, as well 
as the headquarters of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine located on Ordzhonikidze Street. 

The orders were carried out, and the red flag of the USSR was taken 
down off the Stalinesque building. The office of Ukrainian Party Chief 



Hurenko also was sealed off. 
On Monday, August 26, the City Executive Committee of Ukraine's capi­

tal city also voted to remove all the monuments of Communist heroes from 
public places, including the Lenin monument on the central October 
Revolution Square. The large square wi l l be renamed Ukrainian 
Independence Square as will the central metro station below it, the executive 
committee decided. 

EDITORIAL 

Independence: bye-bye, USSR 
September 1, 1991 

The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic is no more. In its place, on 
August 24, arose an independent democratic state called, simply, Ukraine. 

Events unfolded quickly. Almost without warning and, literally, 
overnight, Ukraine's long-sought independence became reality. Impelled by 
the failed coup in Moscow, the obvious disintegration of the union and the 
hopeless demise of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Ukrainian 
Parliament overwhelmingly adopted the Act of Declaration of the 
Independence of Ukraine. Democrats, Communists and those in between all 
saw that Ukraine simply must seize the moment, that Ukraine must take its 
future into its own hands and not wait for outside forces to determine the 
destiny of this nation of 52 million. 

Suddenly the news media were replete with reports on "the vital 
Ukraine," "the agricultural and industrial powerhouse" and "the breadbas­
ket of the USSR." Commentators pointed out that the second most populous 
republic of what was the Soviet Union - and, according to Deutsche Bank, 
the republic ranked highest in terms of economic criteria on its chances of 
succeeding on its own - would now play the decisive role in defining what 
type of union or federation, if any, would be formed in place of the USSR. 

All around, day by day, the USSR was withering away. The coup's princi­
pal achievement was to prove that central power in the Soviet empire is dead, 
and power was fast devolving to the republics. "What has happened is the col­
lapse of the central empire, the full destruction of the structures of imperial 
power. There can be no illusions: the Soviet Union no longer exists," Dr. Yuriy 
Shcherbak, people's deputy from Ukraine, told the USSR Supreme Soviet. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin was perhaps the first to realize this as 
he seized power, issuing decrees, subordinating all-union matters and insti­
tutions to the RSFSR and shamelessly dictating to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 



But the actions of Tsar Boris soon aroused the suspicions of republics 
which saw the resurrection of "Big Brother" Russia, a republic "more equal" 
than others. Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman warned republics sharing borders with 
Russia that it would not let them secede, taking heavily populated Russian 
areas with them (i.e., the Crimea and Donbas in Ukraine, and northern 
Kazakhstan). 

Finally, Russia's emissaries had to travel to Ukraine to persuade that 
newly independent state to sign a temporary bilateral agreement on military 
and economic matters in an attempt to halt the "uncontrolled disintegra­
tion" of the union seen by many around the globe as an extremely dangerous 
situation - especially in view of the fact that nuclear weapons are found in 
various republics. Ukraine acted responsibly, signing an agreement with 
Russia on these crucial matters but at the same time emphasizing that this is 
a bilateral, horizontal agreement between two equals - not a precursor to 
any new form of union. (It should be noted that the pact goes so far as to 
refer to the "former USSR.") And, a pledge to respect each other's territorial 
integrity was reconfirmed as part of the deal. 

Thus, Ukraine appears to have passed its first big hurdle as an indepen­
dent state. But what lies ahead? Many more hurdles, we are certain. As we've 
seen lately, so much can happen in so little time. And there are three months 
between now and December 1, when the people of Ukraine of all nationalities 
will be asked to affirm Ukraine's independence declaration in a plebiscite. 

Surely, there is no one in Ukraine who doubts that it will be completely 
independent. Observers worldwide have commented that Ukraine's indepen­
dence declaration is irreversible. Mr. Gorbachev, now more clearly than ever 
a transitional figure in the USSR, still hopes to save the union, but is slowly 
becoming aware that his vast country and the people have changed. 
Meanwhile, governments around the world have begun reacting to the reali­
ty that exists on the territory of what once was the monolithic USSR. 

Here in the U.S., we are somewhat buoyed by President George Bush's 
statement earlier this week that the U.S. "will respect the freely expressed 
wishes of the people of Ukraine" in the upcoming referendum and his pledge 
to "continue to move in a way to encourage independence and self-determi­
nation" - words he dared not utter in Kiev so recently. However, we also 
point to Mr. Bush's inaction this week on the issue of recognition of the inde­
pendent Baltic states. Ever prudent, Mr. Bush said he did not want to con­
tribute to anarchy in the USSR and would prefer to wait until the USSR 
Supreme Soviet grants the Baltic states their independence, thus implying 
U.S. recognition of Soviet authority over Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia. 

So, what lies ahead? Much work in preparation for the December 1 referen­
dum in Ukraine. Much work in preparing world leaders to accept an indepen­
dent Ukraine as a participant and partner in international affairs. Will the lead­
ers and people of Ukraine, and Ukrainians in the diaspora, be equal to the task? 



U.N. Mission stresses statehood of Ukraine 

September 1, 1991 

by Marta Kolomayets 

UNITED NATIONS - Ukrainian Ambassador to the United Nations 
Gennadi Udovenko informed the office of the Secretary General of the 
United Nations that his permanent mission to this international assembly 
will be officially designated as representing Ukraine, effective August 24. 

Mr. Udovenko notified the U . N . of this action on Monday morning, 
August 26, a consequence of the Ukrainian Parliament's proclamation of the 
independence of Ukraine, a founding member of the United Nations. 

During a press conference held at the United Nations headquarters on 
Wednesday morning, August 28, Mr. Udovenko familiarized reporters with 
the text of the historic declaration, as well as other documents passed by the 
Ukrainian Parliament since the coup failure earlier last week. He reported 
that in the preamble of the act the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine declared the 
independence of Ukraine and the creation of an independent Ukrainian state 
- Ukraine - "based on the right of a nation to self-determination in accor­
dance with the Charter of the United Nations and other international legal 
documents and realizing the Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine." 

"At the United Nations, legally and technically, this historic document 
adopted by the Parliament of Ukraine does not change our status in the 
U.N., because since 1945 Ukraine (until August 24, it was referred to as the 
Ukrainian SSR) has been a sovereign state of the United Nations. And we 
have been treated on equal footing with the Soviet Union, the United States, 
Botswana, Lesotho and any other country. At least that was my understand­
ing," he added. 

"Since the Declaration on State Sovereignty last year, we have been 
strongly advocating the establishment of direct relations, be they diplomatic, 
consular or economic, with foreign countries," he concluded. 

"We welcome any country to recognize our independence, as soon as pos­
sible, but for the time being we are recognizing the independence of others, 
for example, the Baltic nations," he said. 

He said he hoped that Ukraine's newly proclaimed independence would 
facilitate more active participation in the United Nations. 

"Ukraine is now working on its own foreign policy. Here at the U.N. we 
had a joint foreign policy with Moscow, but since last July we've been work­
ing on our own foreign policy and that includes fulfilling our international 
commitments," he added. 


