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B30OPK 0O BULLUMBAHHA
EMBROIDERY DESIGNS
7

IPUHA CEHWK IRYNA SENYK




IRYNA SENYK AND HER EMBROIDERIES

The embroidery designs which you are holding in
your hands were created by Iryna (Orysia) Senyk, born
June 8, 1926 in Lviv. They are but a fraction of her com-
positions.

The situations under which she created were far
from poetic, incompatible even with the notion of
human condition. A woman, whom God had given a
sensitive soul and a poetic imagination, who has spent
her entire adult life in bondage. When political prisoner
Iryna Senyk composed these designs in a prison in
Mordovia, she had already served 10 years in Soviet
concentration camps and 13 years in exile; ahead were
6 years of a new camp and 5 years of exile, no longer
with her own people, but in solitude in far-away
Kazakhstan — with sores, traumas and scars on her
soul.

The scale of her colors reflects the constant conflict
of her natural bright inner harmony with a stormy
dramatic prose of life.

Why look into the dark past,

When a sunlight rabbit

is a golden bookmark

in the book of the future?-

asks life-loving Orysia, but her optimism is colored with
despair. Her inexorable past with the imprisonment of
her entire family changes into the present with the
present bondage, with irretrievable losses which have
no end, and the future does not smile from any corner,
except from distant dreams. Thus in her designs tragic
colors dominate: black, black and red, black and yellow.
The designs seem so familiar that they could be part of
a folk treasury. But they are original compositions of
Iryna Senyk, who knows various embroidery techniques
as well as the very nature of embroidered ornaments,
especially those of her beloved Hutzuishchyna.

About Hutzulshchyna, her distant homeland, she
constantly speaks thinks and writes. “My bountiful
Karpaty — | bless the June day of my Lviv when | first
saw its beauty, when | fell in love with my native land,
for being able to always return with my thoughts to my
dear Halychyna — without her | am noone and
nothing.”

Nadia Svitlichna.
Trans. by M. Jarymowycz



AK CYBIXA NONOTHA

Po3zopmaio acummaA

AK CyBiU NonomHa:

OCb MepedcKa 2pixie

i HU3UMKA NadiHk.

BepxoBuHka xcadaHsb,

ABOpIBKa NPUMAaEHUX NPazHeHs.
Lani — xpecmuku YOpHI
cmpaxcdaHb i mepniHe

ma yepBoHa cmebHiBka

nanko20 KOXaHHR.

Ocb 2naduHka HCIHOYOI nacku,
nepemuKaHKu Necmouwis 3 HiNCHICMIO...
Ui Humku, ui 20nKu,

He3apy4eHi nanbuyi 8 Hanepcmkax.
Bce acummaAa y wummi,

i Wwumma, AK M CUMmMmA.
HeobBiHuaHe MOE WCUMMA,

MOB CyBIiU Nonomwa.

Ipuna CeHux

IPUHA CEHMK | IT BUWWHUBAHHA

B3opu ANA BHMIWKMBAHHA, AKI BW TpumaeTe B pykax,
ckomnoHysana IpuHa (Opucr) Cenwnk, Haponxexa 8
uepeHA 1926 poky y Jlbeosi. Lle — ayxe maneHbKka
4acTKa il KOMNO3WUIN.

OG6GcrTasnHM, B AKUX BOHa TBOopuna, 6ynu naneki Bia
noe3ii, HECYMICHi HaBiTb 3 ENEeMEHTAPHUMH NOHATTTAMM
NPO NIOACLKI yMOBH. XKiHka, AKy Bor Hapinue uynHOK
Aywero i NOeTUUHOK YABOKD, BCE AOPOCNEe XKUTTAR Npo-
sena B8 Hesoni. Konu nonite'A3eHb IpnHa CeHnk komno-
Hysana B MopQaoBii ui B3opw, y Hei no3any 6yno 10 pokis
craniHCbKMuXx KOHUTabopie i 13 BiAOYTUX POKiB QOBIY-
HOro 3acCnaHHRA, a nonepeny — 6 pokis Hoeoro tabopy i
5 poKiB 3acCnadHRA, Tenep yxe He 3 piAHMMH, 8 B CaMo-
TMHI B OganekoMy KasaxcraWi — 3 GOnAukamwu, 3 Tpas-
Mamu i wpamamu Ha Qyui.

Fama it konbopiB BiNGWBAE NOCTIMHKWA KOHDNIKT
NPUPOAHOI RACHOI BHYTPIWHBLOI FApMOHIl 3 NOXMYPOIO,
APaMaTUUHOIO NPO30I0 XMUTTA.

HaBiwo AMBMTHUCH Y YOPHE MWHYNeEe,
Konwu COHAYHMM 3aMuMK
30N0TOK 3aKnNagKor

y ManbyTHbOro KHMU3i?7—

nutae xutrenioba OpucaA, Ta il onTumiam 3abapene-
HuK BinuaeM. HesbGnaraHHe MMHYNE 3 YB'A3HEHHAM YCi€i
pOAVHK NEePEeKHNAETLCA Ha CyvacHe 3 CbOroAHiWHLO
HEeBONeK, 3 HEMONpPaBHUMK BTPATaMKU, AKUM HE BUAOHO
KiHUR, i ManOyTHE HE YCMIXEETLCRA 3 XOAOHOro 3aKyTKa,
xi6a 3 panexoi mpii. Tomy B ii B3opax 4acTo nepesa-
XalTb TpariuHi KONbOPWU: YOPHHUW, YOPHO-YEPBOHWA,
UOpHMIA 3 XO0BTMM. B3opn 30e6inbWOro Taki 3HanoMi,
WO 30al0TbCA OAaBHO 3HAHWUMKM 3 HAPOAHOI CKapOGHMUI.
Ane ue — opwriHanbHi KoMno3uuii IpHKM CeHKK, AKa
OOCKOHaNO 3HAE i Pi3HI TEXHIKW BULLUMBAKHHA, | CaMy NpU-
pony BUWMBKOBMX OpHaMeHTiB, ocobnueo nMwGOI K
MyuynswmHn.

Mpo wHei, cBoO nanexky 6aTbKiBLUMHY, BOH& NOCTIN-
HO aQyma€, rosopuTe i nuwe. "Moi wenpi Kapnatu — A
6narocnoBnA0 uepsBHeBMH OeHb Moro JlbBoBa, KONM
snepwe nobauuMna WMOro Kpacy, KONW 3aKOXanachA B
pigHy 3emMnio, 3a Te, WO Mar0 MOXNMBICTb NOCTIAHO
nosepTarucA QyMKamMu B Hawy piaHy paxkosy lanu-
uMHy — 6€3 Hel A HIXTO i HIWo".

Haodin CsimnuyHa
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