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FOR DUR CHILDREN)

FOREWORD)

Pete,r Shostak. is a skillful painter, diligent in his
pur-

suit of a goal. His projects are not superficial, and this
current series of

paintings shows him tackling a broad

range of subjects, everything from the Liverpool docks

to tbe northern lights.

Some time ago, Shostak. decided to paint the history of
Ukrainian settlers in Canada. Over the course of four-

and-a-half years he produced a series of 50 pictures,

each of them 36 inches square. The resulting oil paint-
ings are brushed evenly, with a consistency of paint

application and a restrained, slightly bleached palette.
(I understand he rarely uses yellow, has to work hard to

make green effective, and finds alizarin crimson in

\"almost everything\" he paints..)

Shostak told me these paintings are built from bis

memories and extensive research. He is a former

teacher, so method is to be
expected..

The sourees

are what he could find about the Ukrainian settlers in
Canada: all the published material, the manuscript jour-

nals and spoken memories of people who lived the

\037

expe.nence.

The artist sought out pictures as weIl as the words. In
archival and family photographs he of ten found what he

wanted on the periphery of a fonnal composition: an

unposed couple behind the wedding party, an unguarded

moment which spoke volumes to the artist. What he has

depicted actually exists only in his imagination.

Don't assume Shostak is a \"photo realist..\" This ar-

tist's particular skill is not to reproduce same historica)

photograph, but rather to catch and distill a visual image

which, through a thousand details, sums up a human

experience, unique
and ete.mal.. Shoslak is more than an

illustrator.)

For him, setting is as
important

as subject. Tbe high

skies press down on the prairie landscape, keeping the
trees small and the horizon long. This convincing atmos-

phere, with which he endows the settlers' moments;

comes from his own upbringing, fOT he was bom to

immigrant parents on aquarter section at Bonnyville,

Alberta.)

On the fann where Shostak grew up, just ten acres
were cleared

- the rest was bush. At first his family
worked the farm with horse-power, later with a tractor.

The rhythms of life and landscape are clear in his memo-

ries, and renewed by frequent returns to the areas he has

painted.

As beftts a rather bleak land, the colours he paints with

are slightly sombre, and at first attract our interest not

with bravura paint handling but with considered pattem
and

design.
Shostak's paintings present a bold, hand-

some, masculine look. There is a
pleasing economy at

work in them, which seems proper for a son of the soil.
These are

pictures
which wiIllast.

1'11 describe my reaction to one painting, which de-

picts
men building a road bed. With picks and spades

they have been clanging away
at the rock on the edge of

a lake. The dark forest looms beside their digging, and

for a moment they have downed tools. As they pause in

their tail, these workmen are suddenly engulfed by the

silence of this raugh and
foreign

land. No train, no

trucks, no radio - just men, and the silent, vast
wildemess.)

As I look at the painting, Shostak takes me to this
other

place\037
this other time.. He has created it sa truly that

I hear the silence. And then I seem to hear birdsong.)

Robert Amos, Art Reviewer

Victoria Time-s-Colonist)))
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nEPE\037MOBA)

\"...mo nideMo c6;maMu iP038;CMO cu JlK

Ilucm no_ nOJlu... bOZ 3HQC, RI< 3 1I.QMU

6yoe...
\

(BacHnb CTe4>aHHK. \"KaM'HHHH xpeCT\037))

CTO niT TOM)', Bami npe,nKH
- neprni

yKparncbK\303\216 noceneHuj KaHa,IUI
-

BlI6panHCSI B He3-

HaHe, B 30BCiM HOBHH lfy>KHH cBiT. naJKaJlH Kpa\037oi,
6araTwo\303\217, II\302\245icnHBi\303\274mo\303\217 ,noni He TaK co6i, JlK cBoiM

. . In! .

,[UTSIM 1 lXHlM Ha\037a,lU(aM.)

l.(i nepllli noceJ1eH\037i He npHBe3JIH 6araTO MaTe-

p\303\216HJlbHOfO
\303\2163 co6olO. Be3nH Hac\303\216HHJI, rocno,napcbKe

3HapJl,[l,lJ)l, i T .n. Ane
\037XOBHHX cKap6iB npHBe3nH

6araTo -rpy\037y piAHo\303\257 3eMni, CBRTe nHCbMO, Ko6-
... ..

3ap, Kpacy plAHOI MOBH, niCHt, HapO\037Horo MHCTe\037TBa

i 3BHqaiB. l.(e 6yno TaKe
HaciHHSI, nni,Q HKOfO KOpMHB

cepWi i ,nywi 3
po\037y

B pi\037. B CKOPOMY qaci nOCTaJIH
. .. ..

QepKBH, WKOflH, ra3eTH, Hapo,rtHl ,n:OMH, OCBITHI 1

. . ....

KynbTYpHI opraHl3aQ11.)

X01J KaHa\037 npHBiTaJIa I..(HX \"J1}()\037eH B

KO)f(yxax\", BOHa He Bce CTaBHJlaCR npHBiTHO \037o QHX

CBO\303\217X HOBHX iMirpaHTiB, SlKi CTalO1.fH KaHa,LI.lJ)IMH, He

XOTiJIH 3a6yrH CBO\342\202\254\303\217pil(HOi 3eMn\303\216 Ta ii CIIa,Q\037HH\"\037

C80\302\2431O
npaQelO

Ta nOCTaBOIO yxpaiHcbKi KaH\037Qi

BH6oponH co6i npaBa i nornaHY KaHa,QCbKoro 3ara.rry.
3a OAHO CTOJIiTTJI, YKpa\303\217HcLKi KaHa\037uj Tenep )l(HBYTb i

npaQlOlOTb 00 HciM KaHam, B
YCiX:f3J1Y3RX cycn\303\216J1b-

. .

Horo, nOnlTH1.JHOrO Ta eKOHOMl1fHOrO )l(HTTSI.)

IIeTpo lllocTaK - CHH
YKpa\303\257HcbKHX iMirpaHT\303\217B,

HapO,DJIBcH 1943-ro POKY B ManeHLKoMY MicTelfKY

naHmuJ], Mb6epTa. 3ManK)' JII06HB
MaJIIOBaTH,

i

.U \302\267 \302\267u \302\267

B)Ke B cepe\037IH WKOJII YlfHI H YtfHTeJIl nO\037BnHJIH

KapTHHH IJ;bOrO MonO,Qoro MHcTQH-caMoyxa. neTpo
lllocTaK 3aKiHtJHB

YHiBepcHTeTchKi cry \037i\303\257 CTYneHeM

MaricTpa, i ,neCSITb JliT 6yB npo4>ecopoM IIPH Y Hi-

BepcuTeT\303\216 BiKTOpiR. 1979-ro POKY piWHB

npHCBHTHTHCH M3JIHpCTBY, i Bi,QTOro YKpaiHCbKa Ta

3aranbHO-KaHaACbK8rpOMa\037a
3 HaC0J10.,QOIO ornJI,.Qac

i
36Hpa\302\243

Horo KapTU\"\".)

MHCTeQb MaJIJO\302\243 CIO>KeTH i3 CBO\303\217x ,lUiTR\"IHX niT,u

KOJI\" BHpOCTaB Ha 4JapMi B
Anb6epT\303\216.

\"Dra
KapTHHH

npHraAYlOTb KO)KHOMY npo HeBHHHY Mono,z:UCTb, npo

TR>KKY npaQIO Ta npo KYJIbTYPHi Ha,n6aHHSI

YKpa\303\217HCbKHX noceJ1eHujB npepiii KaHa,lUi. lllocTaKoBi
. .... . .

KapTHHH
He TlJIbKU WKaBI CBOIM 3MICTOM 1-

KpacolO, a

TaKO>K i 3arOJlOBKaMH. BiH KO>KHiH KapTHHi ):taf:

Ha3BY, qaCTO y <popMi 3anHTaHHiI, H.np.\037 \"qH Qe..
6 6 .1\"

T ?\" TI
KO>KYX TBOCI a YHl. \", aTY, \037o Qe KOMopa. \",,,H

MO>KHa MeHi \303\217xaTU
TpaKTopOM?\". CnaBHHH

KaHa,JJ;CbKHH MHCTeQh Bacunb KypHJIlIK ,n:Y)I(e

npHXHJIbHO HanHcaB opo TBOP\"
UJOCTaKa nicnSl

Orn$l,lJ:HH Horo BHCTaBKH B TOpOHTO 1977-ro
POKY.)

B CBO\303\217x KapTHHax neTpo lllocTaK 36epir ,QJlB
Hac i MaH6YTHix nOKoniHb QIO OC06HCTY iCTOpilO

6araTbox \037iTeH i BHYKiB neplllHx noceJIeHujB. CBoiM
MMCTel..{TBOM BiH 36araTJiB i

YKpa\303\217HcbKY
i

KaHa\037cbJ(Y

KYJILTYPY. HaM
npH\302\243MHo I..QO KaHa):tcbKa npeM'Epa

Horo BHCTaBKu-TypHe 3 HarO)UI CToniTTSI
YKpa\303\217H-

CbKoro nOCeJIeHHE KaHa\037H Bi\0376Y,QeTbHB HKpa3 8

HarnOMY Ocepe)JJ\\Y.)

u
l10aHHa fleBaHAoBcbKa-KY3S1

rOJlOBa
\037HpeKuji OYKO)

..)))
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FOR OUR CHILDREN)

0, dear Lord, how difficuit it was to make a living!

This is what drove us to emigrate to Canada.)
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P. SHOSTAK)

By cutting trees down and laying them across the trail,
we were able to cross the deep mud holes)
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00 my homestead I want plenty of trees
and rich black soit)
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\"Ta me; a nventy-year-old youth, was assigned the task of
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That first winter many of us would have starved
if it weren't for the rabbits and partridge)
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I resisted but he continued to drag me into his tent)
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P. SHOSTAK)

Even digging bis' grave was not easy)

,

j

t

I)

:.)

i

t)

J)

-

\"',...
\"\\.)

\" .)

ti)

i

t

\\

r

\037I: jl

1

.

\\

1 I

1
1

} Irt
UIL

I
'

\037\037
I'

\037

J
11

1
I

\" !

I)

t
I)

.. .. .......)

t
I) \\)

, :\037.)
\

:
j i

i .
'...- ..)

I , . .) :..1
I)

.

t\

I
, ,

$'
()

L . I I)

'I)

;-)

\"i

, \037\037'.
It
\037)

......\037 ..- ......-
.

:-:\037

.,

\037 \037

.

'- -. C'S -

..
...

'- ......)

\037
\037,L? \037 \037..... -

_ \037\"':-:'-........\037\" '\"
.

.
-'..\303\207

-
\037-...-

'---' . I -
-\037.... \" \"\"

'!II: \"-..
1....... \037- \037., _

..'
.

. . ....
\037

\037
\037

'\"\"'

\037

-
:r-\",. J', \037I -,' \037- .., --.\037.. \037 ...\037...:\037 -'OIL..

_ _
\037

\037 ooi.; ..\".1 .
\037 \\ .\"...

\\
-\",.- ....... .

_, \037
\037\037

L\037
\\1,'......-:=. 'l. \037....::: \037_\037\037 \037.:'r'___.......

- ...

'IIr.. .. ..........
-

\037\037 . ft.' .... ..
\037

...\037 ..... . .. '\037T.... _.... ...... , ' \037 -
I,J..: : ,,,,1 \037',1

.....
.a.. \037

\302\267
...;, ......! . ....

\037..... \" . ..... -... ,
.... ...\" \037J\"'\037\"\"\\\\. ,,-.. \037..

.

:\"'01'.. .- ,.\" .1-
. 1 \\ \037\037_

\" '- \037\\. \037- l -..
;. 11- _ ': ,,'-.......

. -
...- \" .......'

-.). -
'\\) \ \\ ')

.-)

.

\037,
\".\037)

\"-)

-..)

.... ;.)

\"5HI\",!\303\257CA.r.-\037)

f4Her employment ended when her Jather suddenly died

of pneumonia in 1900. By the time she could reach home.,

the funeral was over and she did not see her fat her
again.\"

6)

lID)
..)))



FOR OUR CHILDREN)

In some marriages, love conq uered language
and cultural barriers)
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P. SHOSTAK)

First, as neighbours, we built it together,
and then we fought over it)
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IIThe people lined Up in rows on opposite sides of the church
with the Easter bread they had brought to be blessed.

They yelled at and ridiculed each other so much thal

one was ashamed and scandalized to listen to them.\" 8)
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You judged the teacher by the Christmas concert)
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P. SHOSTAK)

TUE SERIES:)

Ukrainian communities are commemorating, in var-
ious ways, the

centenary
of the anival of the firs t Vlaai-

nian settlers to Canada.

Peter Shostak is very proud of his Ukrainian heritage

and has personally devoted four and one-half
years

of

painting to visually depiet the experiences of these hardy
Ukrainian people. Background information for the

series was gathered through extensive research of)

TUE ARTIST:)

Bom of Ukrainian
parents

in Bonnyville, Alberta, in

1943, Peter Shostak spent his youth on a fann. This rural
environment, tilled with enriching experiences, has had

a major impact on his art.

Shostak left the fann in 1961 to attend the University
of Alberta in Edmonton, where he enrolled in the Fac-

ulty of Education, majoring in Art Education. FouT years

later he commenced bis teaching career as a junior high
school teacher, tirst in Grand Centre, Alberta and then in

Edson, Alberta. During this time he also conducted

evening drawing and painting classes for adults.

He returned to the University of Alberta in 1968 to

work on a graduate degree in Art Education. He moved
to Victoria in 1969 and took a position as Assistant

Professor Art Education at the
University

of Victoria. He

subsequently taught at the University for ten years but
found that administrative and teaching duties as Associ-

ate Professor greatly limited the amount of time he had

to spend on his own art. Therefore in 1979, he left that)

archival photographs\037newspaper artieles, published his-

tories and personal interviews. Although the images are
based

upon
Ukrainian pioneers, the experiences por-

trayed in the series were common to all homesteaders,

regardless of their ethnic background.

The title of the exhibition \"For OUT Children
\"

expresses
the hope in the hearts of these pioneers as they

came ashore in this New Land.)

University to pursue a career as a fuil-time artist, pro-
ducing oil paintings, watercolours and silkscreen prints.

Two books 00 his work have been published: \"When
Nights

Were Long\" (1982) and \"Saturday Came But

Onee a Week\" (1984). His most ambitious
publication,

which features this entire series of paintings, '-For Our

Children\" is due for release in late 1991.

Special recognition of Peter Shostak's achievements
in the arts was given by the Govemment of the Province

of Alberta in November, 1983, when it bestowed
upon

him the status of Honorary Alberta Artist.

In September, 1990, Shostak was the first visual artist

to receive the Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts'
Award for Artistic Excellence in the field of Visual Arts.

This artist bas had many successful solo exhibitions in

most major cities in Canada over the last ten years and,
consequently,

the demand for his work continues to

make it difficuIt for him to
satisfy

the market.)
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FOR OUR CHILDREN)

CATALOGUE OF EXHIBITION)

1. 0, dear Lord, how difficuIt it was to make a living!
This is what drove us to

emigrate
ta Canada.

2. Will you remember us when you are in your new
home?

3. I
promised

Dido I would write but how could I,
when I never leamed how?

4. What will we do if they don't come back for us?
5. Now smile for the man

6. On my homestead I want plenty of trees and rich,
black soil

7. Don't cry, here we are free and wil) soon prosper
8. Where are you taking us?

9. Maybe this will keep same of the rain out
10. For ten dollars this is now al) yours

11. This is how we spent our first night on our

homestead

12. 1 left them there in the wildemess and went looking
for work

13. Maybe someone will write a letter for me and ex-

plain to my family
where I am working

J4\037 It was very difficuit to get ahead ifyou didn't know

any English
15. Mter two weeks

my
hands became calloused and

the work seemed easier

16. My wife will not believe that these animals are DUfS

J 7. I resisted but he continued to
drag

me into his

tent

18.. Dr. Oleskow guided us to our new home in Canada

19. That first winter many of us would have starved if it

weren't for the rabbits and partridge

20\037 FOT us, the small towns were an introduction to the

rest of Canada
21.. It was ajoyous day whe.n a priest came and held the

first service in OUT smal) church

22. We so looked forward to the arrival of the Christmas
caroIlers

23. A three. day blizzard was only one of the many
hardships we had to endure

24\037 The joumey to see the doctor was a long one

25.. Even digging his grave was not easy)

26. At least we al] came out of it alive
27. Wood was our sole souree of fue)

28. I had to wear my sister's red coat

29. We didn't have time fOf a lot of courting
30. We had to leave the coffin at their gate

31. By cutting trees down and laying them across the

trail, we were able to cross the deep mud holes
32. We didn't eat anything until we brought the blessed

paska home

33. Maybe the wind wil) keep the fire from Dur farm

34. The oxen were stubbom and slow but they sure
could

pull that plow

35. At night, when I closed my eyes to go to
sleep,

1

could still see all those rocks

36. I was homesick but my family
needed the few

dollars I eamed each month

37. With the men working away
from home, the women

we re left on their own to look af ter their families

38. Is there a place in this new land where there are no

mosquitoes?

39. If you vote for me . . .
40. In some

marriages,
love conquered language and

cultural barriers

41. The missionaries kept coming around as
long

as we

didn'1 have our own churches and priests
42.. Onee he got into the honey, there was na way you

could chase him away
43. Most neighbours helped

each other

44. We made progress as every year we cleared more
land untiJ there were no more trees left

45. Af ter we agreed that Dur children needed an educa-

tion, we started by hauling logs
46. Af ter school the teacher tried to teach us about her

way of life

47. First, as neighbours, we built it together, and then

we fought over it

48. I became a Canadian fanner when we no longer

could thresh all of OUT
grain

with a flail

49. Where could we escape to?

50. You judged the teacher
by

the Christmas concert)

AII paintings are oil on caflvas, measl.lrillg 36\" x 36/1)

I\)



P. SHOSTAK)
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1. W. A. Czumer, Recollections About the Life of the
First Ukrainian Settlers in Canada (Saskatoon,

1978), 13.

2. Lena (Hryhor) Gulutsan, Deedo's Children (Edmon-
ton, 1978),73.

3. H. Piniuta, Land of Pain, Land of Promise (Saska-

toon, 1978), 101

4. Smoky Lake and District Cultural and Heritage Soci-

ety, Our Legacy - History of Smoky Lake and Area

(Winnipeg, 1983),525 -526.

5. H. Piniuta, Land of Pain, Land of Promise
(Saska-

toon, 1978), 84.

6. Andrew Historical Society, Dreams and Destinies

(Edmonton, 1980), 582.
7.. H. Piniuta, Land of Pain, Land of Promise (Saska-

toon, 1978), 49.

8. W. A. Czumer, Recollections About the Life of the

First Ukrainian Settlers in Canada (Saskatoon,
1978)\037

56.

9. Thorhild and District Historical Society, Bui/ding
and Working Together (Winnipeg, 1985), 159-160.)

CREDITS)

Credit fOf an exhibition of this magnitude can never

be claimed solely by the artist. l'his series of paintings,

created over a period of four and one-half years, required
cooperation and

input
from many individuals. Most im-

portantly, I wish to thank my wife, Geraldine, who, over

this period of time, not only acted as my most valued

critic but also continually provided support and encour-

agement. Her role in researe hing visual and written

archival material provided the foundation upon which
these paintings were created.

Norah Caddell, OUT dedicated secretary, played a key

rale in looking af ter the many tasks and details which

must be dealt with in a project such as this.)
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