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THE FORGOTTEN HOLOCAUST

Ukrainians the world over, both in their native land and those
sett/ed in the countries of the Free World, are preparing to
celebrate one of the most sacred dates in their history: the millen-
nium of Christianity of Rus'-Ukraine. This anniversary will be com-
memorated with great ceremony in the West, especial ly by the
large Ukrainian cornmunit ies of the United States and Canada. l t
wil l  be marked less ceremoniously, but al l  the more intensely, by
Ukrainians living in the land where Christianity was officially
proclaimed a thousand years ago, but where a Communist state
now imposes an off icial rel igion of atheism.

A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  m i l l e n n i u m  o f
Christ ianity in Rus'-Ukraine, we should not forget another, very
different anniversary that fal ls at the same time. l t  wil l  be 50 years
ago that a great horror was perpetrated against the Ukrainian
people,  when representat ives of  a  barbar ic  Communist  oc-
cupat ional  government  murdered hundreds of  thousands of
innocent men and women. For many of these vict ims possession
of a l i t t le cross, or a prayer book, or simply an open avowal of their
faith was grounds f or torture and death.

T h i s  h o r r i b l e  c r i m e  o f  g e n o c i d e ,  t h i s  h o l o c a u s f ,  u / a s
conduc ted  by  a  f  o re ign  Commun is t  reg ime  in  the  town  o f
Vinnytsia in the years 1937-39. lt was discovered only five years
later, during the occupation of Ukraine by another genocidal
regime - this t ime, the German Nazis.

Since that t ime, much water has f lowed under the hridges of
the River Boh, on whose banks Vinnytsia / ies. Since that t ime the
world has learned of a vast, horri fying legacy of crimes per-
petrated by the Soviet Communist regime. fhese excesses haye
been well-documented. Some of Stal in's genocidal acts were
exposed by his very successors. But you would search in vain in
Soviet sources f or any mention of the crimes in Vinnytsia. On the
contrary, much effort has been expended, al l  manner of l ies and
fabrications have been resorted to in an attempt to obli terate
knowledge of the holocaust revealed in Vinnytsia almost 50 years



ago. And not in vain. Ask any of the recent emigres f rom Ukraine,
ask any Soviet lJkrainian tourist, "Have vou hearci of Vinnvtsia2"
and a lmost  invar iab lv  the answer wi l l  be.  "What  about  Vinnytua ' l

Some information about the crimes in Vinnytsia has been
pubtished in the West, but even here they have not received nearly
the attention they deserve.

Americans, who were among the f irst to open the qates of the
unspeakabty inhuman Nazi  concentrat ion camps at  the end ot
World War l l ,  are part icularly sensit ive to the hor:crs of attempted
genocide. The wide-ranging and intense debate that ensued in
this country on the 40th anniversary of the end of World War l l  in
Europe had one overwhelming conclusion: that crimes such as
genocide must never be forgotten.

And yet, they are forgotten. Even in the West l i t t le is known
about the genocidal holocausl at Vinnytsia. Theref ore, the author,
who was in Vinnytsia f or several days as a corres pondent in July of
1943 during the excavation of the mass graves, has compiled in
this booklet sorne of his earl ier published reportages, part icularly
the art icle "The earth opened up and we saw hell ," printed in the
1972 |JNA Almanac, and added to them some basic data f ound in
of f  ic ia t  and unof f  ic ia l  publ icat ions concern ing the genocidal
events in Vinnytsia in 1937-39. He does so in the hope that a
reminder of that horrible crime may encourage quali f ied persons
or insti tut ions to fake steps to ensure that this holocaust, as wel/ as
al l  o thers,  /S NEYEF FORGOTTEN.



V I N N Y T S I A

T h e  c i t y  o f  V i n n y t s r a  t h e  a d m i n r s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  o b l a s t '
b y  t h e  s a m e  n a m e ,  l i e s  i n  a  b e a u t i f  u l  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o d i l l i a  r e g i o n  i n  a
s c e n r c  v a l l e y  o n  t h e  B o h  R r v e r  ( r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  S o v i e t  g e o g r a p n y  a s
t h e  s o u t h e r n  B u h ) .  T h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  a b o u n d  i n
o  rc  ha  rds

_  A t  t h e  b e g r n n i n g  o f  W o r l d  W a r  l l .  V r n n y t s r a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
S o v r e t  s t a t r s t r c s .  h a d  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s o m e  1 0 0  0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t i .  o f
w h r c h  4 1 o / o  w e r a  U k r a r n r a n s  3 8 0 / o  J e w s ,  1 4 0 l o  R u s s r a n s  a n d  4 9 , 0
P o l e s

A g a r n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S o v r e t  s t a t i s t i c s .  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t r o n  o f
s o v i e t  U k r a r n e  i n  1 9 2 9  n u m b e r e d  3 1  t 9 4  9 z 6  T e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n
1 9 3 9  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o L r n t  f o r  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  w a s  2 8 . 0 7 0 . 4 0 4 :  t h a t
r s  t o  s a y .  3 , 1 2 4 . 5 i 2  t e w e r  r n h a b r t a n t s  l f  o n e  t a k e s  i n t o  c o n -
s i d e r a t r o n  t h a t  t h e  b r r t h  r a t e  r n  U k r a i n e  w a s  q u r t e  h r g h  r a n g r n g
b e t w e e n  1 7  7  - 2 4  5  p e r  1  0 0 0  r n h a b r t a n t s  t h e n  r n  t h e  d e c a d e  o r i o i
t o  w o r l d  w a r  l l .  t h e  p o p u l a t r o n  o f  U k r a r n e  d e c r e a s e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  1 o
m r l l r o n .  H o w  i s  t h i s  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r ?

A la rge  par t  o f  the  exp lanat ion  is  to  be  found in  the  loss  o f
o o p u l a t i o n  b r o u q h t  a b o u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  M o s c o w - e n q i n e e r e d
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Great  Famine of  1932-1933.  But  another ,  most ly  over looked as-
pect of the phenomenon is in the mass graves that were unearthed
in Vinnyts ia  and a score of  o ther  c i t ies throughout  Ukra ine dur ing
the war  per iod.

The thousands upon thousands in  these graves were found
wi th the i r  hands bound behind the i r  backs,  the i r  bodies r idd led
w i th  bu l l e t s .  I n  V inny ts ia  a lone ,  t he  g raves  y ie lded  c lose  to  10
thousand  v i c t ims .  V inny ts ia  s tands  as  a  symbo l  o f  t he  m i l l i ons  who
were  murde red .

IN  THE VALLEY OF SORROW AND TEARS '

R U I N  A N D  D E A T H

Ju ly  16 ,  1943 .  l t  was  a  beau t i f u l  morn ing .  The  sun  was  ab laze ,
shedding l ight  and warmth on land that  had been depr ived of  i t  for
some t ime now. The beauty of  nature was in  s t rong contrast  to  the
c rowd  o f  peop le  c lad  i n  rags ,  haggard  and  hungry ,  who  had
ga the red  a t  t he  ra i lway  s ta t i on  i n  Koz ia t yn ,  ho ld ing  on  to  the i r
bund les .  The  ma jo r i t y  were  women  and  o ld  men .  F rom t ime  to
t ime ,  someone  wou ld  take  ou t  a  c rus t  o f  b read ,  and  w i th  ca re  ak in
to  reve rence ,  pu t  a  p iece  i n  h i s  mou th .  The  ch i l d ren ,  meanwh i l e ,
rummaged  in  p i l es  o f  ga rbage ,  l ook ing  fo r  ed ib le  re f  use .  A  ra i l r oad
of f ic ia l  walked about  apathet ica l ly  in  the midst  o f  the wretched
be ings  a round  h im .  Such  was  the  scene  in  one  co rne r  o f  t he
s ta t i on ' s  wa i t i ng  ha l l .

The  ma in  ha l l  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  was  f  i l l ed  w i th  so ld ie rs  i n  va r ious
un i fo rms  in  g ray ,  g reen ,  b rown  and  b lack .  These  were  the  mos t
recent  conquerors.  You could pret ty  much guess the type of  men
they were by the uni forms they wore.  The ones in  the SS and the
brown Nazi party iniforms were paunchy, arrogant, self-assured, and
cruel. Those in gray - the regular soldiers, commanded by those
in b lack and brown,  -  were,  for  the most  par t ,  ra ther  nondescipt .
The i r  f  i gh t i ng  sp i r i t  had  van ished  once  they  had  marched  in to  th i s
ter r i tory .  As one of  these "Fr i tzes"  sa id,  parodying a popular  song
and  ind i ca t i ng  the i r  genera l  woebegone  s ta te  o f  m ind :  "Es  geh t
Al les vorueber ,  es geht  A l les vorbei ;  schon zweiJahre in  Russland
und noch n ichts  'ponymay' . . . "  ( "Everyth ing passes;  t ime goes by;
I ' ve  spen t  two  l ong  yea rs in  Russ ia  and  I  s t i l l  don ' t  ' unde rs tand" ' ) .

A rmed  m i l i t i amen  m i l l ed  a round  the  so ld ie rs  i n  g ray  and  the
wretched c iv i l ians.  At  the f  i rs t  sound of  an approaching t ra in ,  they
immediate ly  s tat ioned themselves at  the doors.  A f re ight  t ra in
w i t h  b o x c a r s  p u l l e d  i n t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  A r m e d  g u a r d s  w e r e
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pos r t i oned  on  the  bumpers  o f  t he  ra i lway  ca rs .  Th i s  pa r t i cu ta r
t ranspor t  was  des t i ned  fo r  t he  modern  ve rs ion  o f  se r fdom -
y o u n g  U k r a i n i a n s  w e r e  b e i n g  t a k e n  t o  f o r c e d  l a b o r  i n  t h e  R e i c h .  A s
the  t ra in  en te red  the  s ta t i on ,  i t  s l owed  down  bu t  d id  no t  s top .  l t
k e p t  o n  g o r n g ,  a n d  w e n t  r r g h t  p a s t ,  p i c k i n g  u p  s p e e d  a s  i t  l e f t t h e
s ta t i on .  The  peop le  hudd led  i n  t he  wa i t i ng  room w iped  away  tea rs
and  c rossed  themse lves .

Shor t l y .  a  second  t ra in  pu l l ed  i n to  the  s ta t i on  and  came to  a
ha l t .  A  mach ine  gun ,  secu red  i n  pos i t i on  by  sand  bags ,  was  se t  up
in  the  open  f  re igh t  ca r  t ha t  p receded  the  l ocomot i ve .  The  gun  was
the re  to  ward  o f f  any  gue r i l l a  a t tacks .  Beh ind  the  l ocomot i ve ,  t he re
were  a  number  o f  f  r e igh t  ca rs ,  f o l l owed  by  two  o r  t h ree  passenger
c a r s  B u t  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  n o t  m e a n t  f o r  o r d i r r a r y  p e o p l e ,  t h e ' s r g n
sa id  tha t  t hey  were  "nu r  f ue r  Deu tsche"  ( " f o r  Germans  on l y " ) .
O r d r n a r y  p e o p l e  c o u l d  r i d e  o n l y  i n  t h e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  b o x c a r s .  t h a t
fo l l owed .  l t  was  sa id  a t  t he  t ime ,  "wha t  i s  f i t t i ng  to  t ranspor t  sw ine
i s  be ing  used  to  t ranspor t  peop le ,  where  peop le  shou ld  r i de ,  t he re
a r e  n o w  o n l y  s w i n e  .

The  t ra in ' s  des t i na t i on  was  V inny ts ia .  The  peop le  who  had
been  wa i t i ng  a t  t he  s ta t i on  he lped  one  ano the r  t o  c l imb  in to  the
f re igh t  ca rs ;  t hey  l ooked  fo r  a  spo t  t o  s tand ,  t o  l ay  down  the i r
bund les .  Some s ighed  heav i l y ;  f r om t ime  to  t ime ,  one  woman  o r
another  would be seen wip ing away tears.

Hav ing  boa rded  the  t ra in ,  one  wou ld  no t  he lp  bu t  no t i ce  the
con t ras t  be tween  the  beau ty  and  r i chness  o f  t he  l and ,  and  the
w r e t c h e d n e s s  a n d  m i s f o r t u n e  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s !  T h e  t r a i n
cont inued on i ts  journey at  a  s low pace,  pass ind v i l lage af ter
v i l l age .  A long  the  rou te ,  as  fa r  as  the  eye  cou ld  see ,  t he re  were
s e e m i n g l y  e n d l e s s  f i e l d s ,  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b y
wooded  a reas .  The  v i l l ages  abounded  in  o rcha rds .  Th rough  the
t rees  one  cou ld  see  the  shacks  o f  t he  peop le  who  inhab i ted  th i s
r i c h  a n d  b e a t i f u l  l a n d ;  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  f e n c e s ,  n o  f a r m i n g
equ ipmen t ,  no  ca t t l e .  l f  any  l i ves tock  was  l e f t  a t  a l l ,  i t  was  i n  t he
hands  o f  t he  Hungar ian  a l l i es  o f  t he  Germans .  Eve ry  t ime  the  t ra in
passed  th rough  a  v i l l age ,  i t  was  me t  by  ta t te red  ch i l d ren  who ,  w i th
arms outst retched,  ran a longside,  cry ing,  "Bread,  p lease,  a  p iece
o f  b read ! "

The  Germans  had  o rde red  tha t ,  a t  a  d i s tance  o f  some 100
meters a long both s ides of  the t racks,  the t rees be cut  down to
se rve  as  a  p reven t t ve  measure  aga ins t  gue r i l l a  a t tacks .  A t  eve ry
tu rn  o f  t he  t rack  the re  were  bunke rs  w i th  a rmed  so ld ie rs  ready  to
deal  wi th  acts  of  sabotage.  S igns of  war  were apparent  every-
where .



I N  T H E  C I T Y  O F  H O R R O R  A N D  D E A T H

T h e  t r a i n  a r r i v e d  i n  V i n n y t s i a  b e f  o r e  n o o n .  P e o p l e  c l i m b e d  o u t
o f  t h e  f r e i g h t  c a r s  w i t h  t h e i r  b e l o n g i n g s  a n d  s t a r t e d  d o w n
K o t s i u b y n s k y i  B o u l e v a r d ,  t h e n  a c r o s s  t h e  h e a v i l y  g u a r d e d
w o o d e n  b r i d g e  w h i c h  s p a n n e d  t h e  B o h .  a n d  t h e n  o n  t o  t h ;  w i d e
s t r e e t  c a l l e d  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  P r o s p e c t .  T h e y  w a l k e d  i n  s , l e n c e ,
w i t h o u t  l o o k r n g  l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  F r o m  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  P r o s p e c ; t ,  t h e y
h e a d e d  t o w a r d s  L i t y n s k y  S t r e e t .  l t  w a s  a  p r o c e s s i o n  o f  s h a d o w s ,
n o t  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s

M a s s  g r a v e s  h a d  b e e n  u n e a r t h e d  a t  t h r e e  s r t e s  a l o n g  L  i t y n s k y
S t r e e t .  a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " P a r k  o f  C u l t u r e  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n . "  a t  t h e  o l d
c e m e t e r y ,  a n d .  s o m e w h a t  f u r t h e r  o n ,  i n  a n  o r c h a r d .  D e c o m -
p o s e d  c o r p s e s ,  w i t h  h a n d s  s t i l l  b o u n d  b e h i n d  b a c k s ,  a n L J  b u l l e t -
r i d d l e d  s k u l l s ,  w e r e  e x h u m e d  b y  t h e  h u n d r e d s  a n d  t h o u s a n d s .
L a t e r ,  a d d i t i o n a l  m a s s  g r a v e s  w e r e  u n c o v e r e d .  A n  a w f u l  s t e n c h
p e r m e a t e d  t h e  w h o l e  c i t y .  a n d  a l o n g  w r t h  i t  a l l  o f  U k r a i n e

A s  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  u n c o v e r i n g  o f  t h e  m a s s  g r a v e s  s p r e a d ,
p e o p l e  c a m e  t o  V i n n y t s i a  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  U k r a i n e ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  a l l

Rj^*tf{, "*f"ij
t&'* rps'dr'"j.'

Orchard, in which NKVD men buried four thousand of their  executed
vict ims.
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f r o m  t h e  t o w r i s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  o f  p o d i l l i a ,  -  p e o p l e  w h o s e  f a m i l y
m e m b e r s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  h a d  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e  N K V D  b e f o r e  t h e
w a r .  a n d  w e r e  n e v e r  h e a r d  f r o m  a g a i n .  A s  t h e i r  a D o r o a c h e d  t h e
m a s s  g r a v e s ,  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  t h e  w i l d  g r a s s  t h a t  g r e w  b y  t h e
w a y s r d e ,  h o l d i n g  r t  c l o s e  t o  t h e r r  n o s e s ,  b r e a t h i n g  i n  i t s  s t r o n g
scent ,  to  cover  the  o ther ,  awfu l  smel l .  There  were  those who,  no t
y e t  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  s i t e ,  s i m p l y  b r o k e  d o w n  a n d  w e p t .  o t h e r s
s a t  d o w n  i n  t h e  d i t c h e s  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d ,  u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t o
g o  o n  o r  t u r n  b a c k .  l t  w a s  a  s c e n e  o f  w r e t c h e d n e s s  a n d  a b v s m a l
d e s p a i r

Those who found the  s t rength  to  come to  the  s i te  o f  the  mass
q r a v e s  a p p r o a c h e d  w r t h  t r e m b l i n g  h a n d s  a n d  w e a k  k n e e s .  A f t e r
t h e i r  l o n g ,  t e n s e ,  a r d u o u s  j o u r n e y ,  t h e r e  i t  w a s ,  t h e  d r e a d e d  s p o t .
A  g r i - r u p  o f  p e o p l e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  h e a p  o f  c o r p s e s .  S u d o e n r y ,  a n
e l < l e r l v  w o m a n .  s e p a r a t i n g  h e r s e l f  f  r o m  t h e  q r o u p  a n d  t o s s i n q
a s i d e  h e r  b u n d l e ,  s h r i e k e d  a n d  t h r e w  h e r s e l f  d o w n  o n  a  n e a r b y
c o i p s e .  i i  c i i s i i r t e g r a i e c j  u r r d e r  h e r  T h e y  i i f t e d  t h e  p o o r  w o m a n  a n d
l a i d  h e r  o n  t h e  g r a s s  w h e n  s h e  r e g a i n e d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s h e  t o l d
t h e m  t h a t  s h e  w a s  f  r o m  t h e  c h e r n i h i v s h c h y n a  r e g i o n ,  t h a t  f o r
t h r e e  n i g h t s  i n  a  r o w  s h e  h a d  d r e a m t  o f  h e r  s o n ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n
a r r e s t e c  r n  1 9 3 7  I n  t h e s e  d r e a m s ,  h e  b a d e  h e r  t o  q o  t o  V i n n v t s i a
and seek  h im out .  She had been t rave l ing  fo r  a  whb le  week.  i \ow
s h e  w a s  h e r e  a t  l a s t .  s h e  h a d  r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  s o n ' s  c o r p s e  b y  t h e
c l o t h i n g  a n d  b y  t h e  a m p u t a t e d  l e f t  a r m .

F R O M  T H E  H I S T O R I C A L  R E C O R D

Hav ing  a r r i ved  rn  V inny ts ia ,  I  pa id  a  v i s i t  t o  t he  o f f i ces  o f
v innyts 'k i  V is t i  (The Vinnyts ia  News) where I  was in t roduced to
t h e  e d i t o r ,  A p o l l o n  T r e m b o v e t s k y i  ( M a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r  M r .
T rembove tsky  and  I  we re  to  mee t  aga in ,  i n  t he  S ta tes ,  i n  a  d i f f e ren t
wor ld . )  l t  was  i n  h i s  company  and  tha t  o f  two  o ld  f r i ends ,  who
ac ted  as  t rans la to rs  du r ing  the  unqove r ing  o f  t he  mass  g raves ,  t ha t
I  spen t  a  number  o f  days  v i s i t i ng  the  s i t es ,  t a l k ing  to  peop le  and
l i s ten ing  to  the i r  sad  accoun ts .

on  the  bas i s  o f  t he  i n fo rma t ion  ga the red  a t  t he  t ime  and
documen ts  pub l i shed  l a te r ,  t he  fo l l ow ing  fac ts  a re  known .  F rom
i u n e  2 4  -  A u g t t s t  2 6 ,  1 9 4 3 ,  n i n e t y - o n e  m a s s  g r a v e s  w e r e
unear thed  a t  t h ree  l oca t i ons  i n  V inny ts ia .  The  number  o f  co rpses
exhumed stands at9,432,  out  o f  which '169 were those of  women.
on  the  bas rs  o f  such  fac to rs  as  i den t i f y i ng  marks  on  the  boa t ;
c_ lo th ing ,  and  pe rsona l  documen ts ,  67g  co rpses  were  i den t i f  i ed .
o u t  o f  t h i s  n u m b e r ,  4 9 0  w e r e  U k r a i n i a n ,  2 8  p o l i s h ; t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y
o f  161  cou ld  no t  be  es tab l i shed ,  bu t  t he  number  i nc luc led  Jews  and
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Russ ians .  Among  those  i den t i f  i ed ,  225  were  ko l khoz  worke rs ,  54
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  k o l k h o z ,  1  1 9  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s ,  9 2  s e r v i c e
emp loyees ,  183  so -ca l l ed  i n te l l ec tua l  l abo re rs .  O f  t he  co rpses  tha t
cou ld  no t  be  p rope r l y  i den t i f i ed ,  many  were ,  t o  j udge  by  the
c lo th ing ,  e i t he r  peasan ts  o r  worke rs .

The  exhumat ion  was  conduc ted  under  the  ausp ices  o f  a
m e d i c a l - j u d i c i a l  c o m m r s s i o n  w h o s e  m e m b e r s ,  a p a r t  f r o m
Germans ,  i nc luded  a  Uk ra in ian ,  D r .  Do roshenko  f rom V inny ts ia ,
and  a  Russ ian  -  D r .  Ma l i n in ,  a  p ro fesso r  a t  K rasnodar  Un ive rs i t y .
The  l oca l  popu la t i on  he lped  i n  uncove r ing  the  g raves ,  i n  t he
inves i i ga t i on  and  i n  i den t i f y i ng  the  co rpses .  The  s i t es  were
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Unearthed mass graves in  the Orchard.



i n s p e c t e d  a n d  a  r e p o r t  d r a w n  u p  b y  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i c a l -
j u d i c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  m e m b e r s  f r o m  c o u n t r i e s  u n d e r  G e r m a n
c o n t r o l  a s  w e l l  a s  f  r o m  n e u t r a l  o n e s .  T h e  a c t u a l  e x h u m a t i o n  o f  t h e
c o r p s e s  w a s  d o n e  b y  i n m a t e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p r i s o n .

R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F  T H E  R A M P A G E  O F  T E R R O R

T h e  y e a r  . 1 9 3 3 ,  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  G r e a t  F a m i n e ,  w a s  s t i l l  f  r e s h  i n
t h e  m e m o r y  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  U k r a i n e .  V i v i d  i r n a q e s  o f
swo l len  be l l ies  and sk in  d rawn tau t  over  a  ske le ta l  f rame were
not  eas i l y  f  o rgo t ten .  That  year  g raved iggers  found i t  hard  to  keep up
w i t h  i h e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  l t  w a s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m  t h e  b a d l y  s w o l l e n  b o d i e s  o f  a n y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
f a m i l y  w h o ,  a l t h o u q h  s t i ! l  a l i v e ,  w e r e  c l e a r l y  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f
s u c c u m b i n g  t o  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  h u n g e r .  O n e  k n e w  t h a t  o n c e  t h e
b o d y  s t a r t e d  t o  s w e l l  t h e r e  s i m p l y  w a s  n o  h o p e .  H o w  c o u l d  t h e r e
b e  a n y  h o p e  f o r  v i l l a g e r s  w h o  w e r e  a l r e a d y  d r i v e n  t o  e a t i n g  b a r k  o f f
the  t rees?. . .

A l l  t h i s  w a s  i n c j e l i b l y  e t c h e d  i n  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n
p e o p l e ,  w h e n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 3 6 ,  1 9 3 7  a n d  1 9 3 8 ,  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  t h e
o n s l a u g h t  o f  S o v i e t  c o m m u n i s t  t e r r o r  P e o p l e  n o w  l i v e d  i n  d r e a d  o f
t h e  d a y  w h e n  a  " b l a c k  r a v e n "  ( a s  t h e  N K V D  c a r  c o m m o n l y  r e f e r r e d
t o )  w o u l d  p u l l  u p  t h e r r  h o m e  a r r d  t a k e  s o m e o n e  a w a y ,  n e v e r  t o  b e
s e e n  a g a r n  M i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p i e  d r s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h r s  w a y

T h e  " b l a c k  r a v e n "  u s u a l l y  c a m e  a t  n i g h t :  t h e  N K V D  a g e n t s
w o u l d  s e a r c h  t h e  h o u s e ,  o r  s c m e t i m e s ,  w i t h o u t  e v e n  b o t h e r i n g  t o
c o n d u c t  a  s e a r c h ,  s t m p l , z  o r d e r  t h e  p e r s o n  t h e y  c a m e  f o r  t o  g e t
r e a d y  T h i s  w a s  i h e  i a s t  t f  , . r t  t h e  f  a m r l y  w o u l d  s e e  o f  h i m .  A l l  t h o s e
ar res ts  were  made or r  e rL- ;11  nds  tha t  those ar res ted  were  "enemies

o l  t h e  p e o p l e '  I n  S t a l i n : - ,  t r r ' . - r e ,  w h e n  ' s u s p e c t s "  n u m b e r e d  i n  t h e
t e n s  o f  m r l l r o n s ,  a  c a r d  f r o r n  r e l a t i v e s .  b e  i t  f r o m  P o l a n d  o r  s o m e
o t h e r  c o u n t r v .  o r  t h e  o o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  c r u c i f i x  o r  p r a y e r b o o k .
c o n s t i t u t e d  s u f f i c i e n t  i n c r i m i n a t r n g  e v i d e n c e  t o  w a r r a n t  i m m e d i a t e
a r r e s t .  i n  r n a n y  c a s e s ,  a r ' r ' e s i s  w e r e  m a c i e  s o i e i y  o n  t h e  b a s r s  o f
g r o u n d l e s s  a n d  p u r e l y  m a l i c i o u s  r e p o r t s  b y  i n f o r m e r s .

T h e r e  w a s  h a r d l y  a  f a m i l y  l e f t  i n  U k r a i n e  t h a t  w a s  n o t  a f f e c t e d
b y  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  w a v e  o f  a r r e s t s  t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t r l  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f
W o r l d  W a r  l l  P r i s o n s  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  s e n t e n c e d  w i t h o u t
t r i a l ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  a  g r o u p  o f  b l o o d - t h i r s t y  t y r a n t s  i n  t h e
K r e m l i n ,  w i t h  t h e  d e p r a v e d  S t a l i n  a t  t h e i r  h e a d ,  h a d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,
c o n d e m n e d  t h e  w h o l e  n a t i o n  a s  " a n  e n e m y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  a r r e s t e d  w e r e  n o t  g u i l t y  o f  a n y t h i n g  -  n o r ,  i n
f a c t ,  c o u l d  t h e y  b e  g u i l t y  v r s - a - v i s  s u c h  a  b a r b a r i c  r e g i m e .  F o r  t h e
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most  par t ,  they were s imple laborers whose concern and a im in  l i fe
was s imply  to  make a l iv ing,  no mat ter  how meager ,  and be able to
ra i se  the i r  ch i l d ren . ' l t  was  fo r  t h i s  t ha t  t hey  to i l ed  l i ke  se r f s  i n  t he
kolkhozes and state factor ies.

Some of  them were arrested for  "sabotage"  -  perhaps the
sow in  the  ko l khoz  d id  no t  g i ve  b i r t h  t o  the  number  o f  p ig le t s  i t
shou ld  have  acco rd ing  to  the  S ta l i n ' s  f  i ve -yea r  p lan ,  o r  t he  ko l khoz
horse d ied unexpectedly ;  but  most  were arrested wi thout  any legal
pretext  whatsoever .

Af ter  the mass arrests ,  re la t ives t r ied to  secure some measure
of  " just ice" ,  but  seeking " just ice"  in  th is  system was in  and of  i tse l f
a  cr ime.  And so they d id what  they could -  they kept  v ig i l  a t  the
pr ison wal ls ,  went  to  the NKVD of f ices,  and in  the i r  na ivetd,  even
wen t  so  fa r  as  to  wr i t e  t o  S ta l i n  h imse l f  ,  ask ing  h im  to  he lp  them in
f ind ing and f ree ing the i r  re la t ives.  But  in  n inety  n ine out  o f  a
hundred cases,  the response was that  those arrested had been
sentenced as "enemies of  the people"  and sent  to  far -of f  camps,"w i thou t  t he  r i gh t  t o  co r respond" .  Some .10  thousand  o f  t hese"enemies of  the people,"  sent  o f f  to  far -away camps,  "wi thout  the
r igh t  t o  co r respend , "  were  found ,  w i th  the i r  hands  bound  beh ind
t h e i r  b a c k s  a n d  t h e i r  s k u l l s  c r u s h e d ,  i n  t h e  m a s s  g r a v e s  o f
V inny ts ia .

THE TESTIMONY OF RELATIVES

The most  te l l ing documentat ion of  the t ragedy that  was
perpetrated by the Soviet  occupying forces in  the Vinnyts ia
oblast '  in  1936-1939 (which const i tu tes but  one instance of  the
cont inuous holocaust  that  the Soviet  reg ime goes on perpetrat ing
in var ious forms up to  th is  day in  Ukra ine)  is  in  the mat ter -of - fact
deposi t ions g iven by the re la t ives of  those who had per ished.
These deposi t ions were made before the commit tee that  oversaw
the uncover inq of  the mass graves in  Vinnyts ia .  These are only
a few:

OLEKSANDRA PRUSAK, f rom the v i l lage of  Verkhiv ts i ,  Bar
d is t r ic t :"My  husband ,  l van  P rusak ,  was  bo rn  i n ' 1898 .  I n ' 1937  he  was
work ing at  the Verkhiv ts i  ko lkhoz.  Up unt i l  1929,  he had worked the
s ix  morgens of  land that  were h is ;  he a lso had three cows. ln  1929,
he had to g ive everyth ing away to the ko lkhoz.  My husband was
never  charged wi th  any in f r ingement  of  the law.  On Apr i l  6 ,  1937,
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w h i l e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f  r e l d s ,  h e  w a s  a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t i a ,  a n d  t a x e n
to  the  NKVD headquar te rs  rn  Bar .  I  never  found ou t  the  reason fo r
h r s  a r r e s t  A f t e r  h a v i n g  m a d e  i n q u i r i e s  i n  K i e v  a n d  M o s c o w ,  I  w a s
t o l d  t o  r e f e r  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  N K V D  i n  V i n n y t s i a .  w h e n  I  d i d  t h i s ,  I
was  no t i f  ied  tha t  my husband had been sentenced to  ten  years 'ex i le
i n  S i b e r i a  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  d e n i e d  t o  r i g h t  t o  c o r r e s p o n d .

I  do  no t  know how long my husband was in  V inny ts ia .  Today cn
t h e  f o r m e r  N K V D  p r e m i s e s  ( i n  t h e  o r c h a r d )  |  r e c o g n i z e d  m y
husband 's  coat .  There  can be  no  mis take .  I  recogn ized i t  by  the
patches ,  wh ich  I  sewed on myse l f  .  That ' s  why  I  th ink  tha t  h is  body  is
a l s o  b u r i e d  i n  t h i s  z o n e .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  m y  h u s b a n d  a n o t h e r  1 l

Exhumed common graves in the Otd Cemetery in Vinnytsia.
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peop le  were  ar res ted  in  our  v i l lage ,  none o f  whom was ever  heard
f rom aga in . "  - -  V inny ts ia ,  June 29 ,  1943.

M A R I A  M A D I Y ,  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  V e r k h i v t s i ,  B a r  d i s t r i c t :
" M y h u s b a n d , l v a n M a d i y " w a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t p e a s a n t w h o

owned  son re  tw< . r  morgens  o f  l and .  A t  t he  t ime  o f  t he  co l l ec t i v t za t t on

w e  g o t  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  f r o m  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  a  w e a l t h y  v i l l a g e
l a n c t - o w n e r  L a t e r .  w e  h a d  t o  g i v e  e v e r y t h i n q  t o  t h e  k o l k h o z

I n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 3 7  t h e  m i l i t r a  c a m e  t c  c u r  h o t t s e  a t  n t g h t  a n d

a r r c s t e d  n ' r  y  h u s b a r l d  H e  w a s  t a k i : n  1 o  B a r  I w a s  g l v e n  n o

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  W h e n  m y  d a u g h t e r  a n d  l w e n t  t o

V r n n y t s r a  t o  i n q u i r e  a s  t o  h i s  w h e r e a b o U t s ,  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  h e  h a d

b e e n  s e n t e n c e d  t o  t e n  y e a r s  e x i l e  T o d a y  I  w a s  a t  w h a t  w e r e  t h e

f o r m e r  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e  N K V D ,  t h e r e ,  l w a s  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  m y

h u s b a n d ' s  c o a t . "  -  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u n e  2 9 ,  1 9 4 3

The tes t imony o f  w idow AHAFIA USOVA oJ  the  v i l lage  o f

Tefy l i vka ,  Chu lyn  reg ion :
"On the  even ing  b f  January  1s t ,  1938 my husband Myko la  Usov

was re tu rn ing  home f  rom work  when four  NKVD agents  accos ted
h im on the  s t ree t  and ar res ted  h im,  and sent  h im to  ( the  town o f )
chu lynka.  A t  the  same t ime seven o ther  peop le  v l /e re  a r res ted  and

sent  ihere .  A f te r  my husband 's  a r res t ,  NKVD agents  en tered  our

h o m e  a n d  s e a r c h e d  t h r o u g h  e v e r y t h i n g .  I  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e
par t i cu la r ly  in te res ted  in  my husband 's  cor respondence,  bu t  they
were  a lso  iook ing  fo r  weapons.  When I  asked why my husband had
been ar res ted ,  I  was  to ld  tha t  he  was be ing  charged w i th  sabotage '
The res t  o f  my ques t ions  went  unanswered.  However ,  they  d id  no t

fa i l  to  ment ion  tha t  I  must  sure ly  be  we l lawareof  the  imposs ib i l i t y  o f
hav ing  my husband re leased.  S ix  months  la te r ,  the  NKVD was back

a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e ,  t o  c o n f  i s c a t e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  l i n e n '
A t f i r s t m y h u s b a n d w a s k e p t f o r a d a y i n C h u | y n k a a n d t h e n h e

was taken to  Ha isyn .  I  managed to  f ind  ou t  tha t  he  had been

t h e r e o n | y t o b e t h r o w n o u t a n d t o | d t h a t t h e y k n e w n o t h i n g a b o u t
the  fa te  o f  my husband.

A1 th is  t ime,  I  be l ieved tha t  my husband was in  S iber ia .  That

was no t  the  case.  Go ing  now to  the  fo rmer  p remises  o f  the  NKVD,  I

found some ar t i c les  o f  c lo th ing  tha t  had be longed to  my husband:a
ve lve t  jacke t ,  lwo undersh i r ts ,  two sh i r ts ,  a  smal l  bag he  had fo r

car ry ing  bread.  Now I  know fo r  cer ta in  tha t  my husband is  among
those who were  bru ta l l y  murdered. "  -  V inny ts ia ,  Ju ly  1 ,  1943 '
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MARIA ANTONIUK,  f rom the  v i l lage  o f  Po lov i -Ber lyns i ,  Muro-
wan i -Kyry l  i vs t i  d  i s t r i c t :

, ,My husband,  S tepan Anton iuk ,  worked in  the  ko lkhoz .  He was
46.  On June 20 ,  1938,  he  was ar res ted  by  the  NKVD and taken to
Kopa i -Horod,  were  he  was kept  fo r  s ix  days .  I  d id  no t  know where  he
was taken a f te r  th is .

Another  man,  by  the  name o f  S ta tnyk ,  was  ar res ted  a long w i th
m y  h u s b a n d .  T h e  N K V D  t o l d  S t a t n y k ' s  w i f e  a n d  m e  t h a t  o u r
h u s b a n d s  w e r e  s p i e s .  N o t  h a v i n g  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e
whereabouts  o f  our  husbands fo r  s ix  months ,  we wro te  to  Ka l in in  rn
Moscow.  In  a  month .  we were  summoned to  the  NKVD o f f i ce  in
Kopa i -Horod,  to  the  sec t ion  dea l ing  w i th  enemies  o f  the  s ta te .  l t
s e e m s  t h a t  o u r  h u s b a n d s  w e r e  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  h a d
b e e n  s e n t e n c e d  t o  t e n  y e a r s ' e x i l e  i n  S i b e r i a  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  t o
w o r k  i n  t h e  l u m b e r y a r d s .  W e  w e r e  g i v e n  n o  f  u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I  a m
cer ta in  tha t  bo th  my husband and Sta tnyk  were  innocent ;  they  were
never  engaged in  po l i t i cs  o f  any  sor t .

Today,  a t  the  s i te  o f  the  graves  on  the  fo rmer  p remises  o f  the
V i n n y t s i a  N K V D ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  i n d e n t i f y  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  s h i r t ,  f  o r  I  h a d
sewn i t  myse l f  .  Now I  know fo r  cer ta in  tha t  my husband was no t  sen t
t o  S i b e r i a ,  b u t  w a s  e x e c u t e d  h e r e  i n  V i n n y t s i a . "  -  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  2 ,
1  943.

Foreign forensic experts estab/ lsh the manner of execut ion
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HALYNA HRUSHKIVSKA,  f rom the  v i l lage  o f  Horodny ts ia ,
Nemyr iv  d is t r i c t :

"My fa ther ,  a  65-year -o ld  ko lkhoz  worker ,  was  ar res ted  by  the
NKVD in  October ,  1937 in  Bra tz lav .  My mother  was to ld  tha t  he  was
an enemy o f  the  s ta te .  I  know fo r  a  fac t  tha t  my fa ther ,  who never  had
any fo rmal  educat ion ,  was  in  no  way invo lved in  po l i t i cs .  He was
he ld  in  Bra tz lav  fo r  two weeks  and then t rans fer red  to  V inny ts ia .  My
mother  went  to  the  NKVD o f f i ce  in  B la tz lav  da i l y ,  un t i l  one  day  she
was to ld  tha t  her  husband was in  V inny ts ia .  We d id  no t  dare  make
a n y  i n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  h i m  i n  V i n n y t s i a .  F r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  a r r e s t ,  t h i s
is  a l l  we knew about  h im.  Nor  was any th ing  known about  the  fa te  o f
the  ten  o ther  men f  rom out  v i l lage  who had been ar res ted  the  same
day as my father.

I  had read in  the  papers  about  the  uncover ing  o f  the  mass
graves  in  V inny ts ia .  a  ne ighbor  to ld  me tha t  she  had found her
husband 's  c lo th ing  a t  the  s i te .  That  i s  the  reason I  dec ided to  come
here  myse l f .  Among the  ar t i c les  o f  c lo th ing  a t  the  NKVD o f f i ce ,  I
found my fa ther 's  cap.  I  read i l y  recogn ized r t  because i t  had been
too  b ig  fo r  h im and I  had had to  take  i t  in  so  tha t  i t  wou ld  f  i t  p roper ly .

Now i t  i s  c lear  to  me tha t  my fa ther  was murdered by  the
N K V D . "  -  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  3 ,  1 9 4 3 .

N A D I A  H O N C H A R ,  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S t u p i e v k a ,  M u r o w a n i -
K y r y l i v t s i  d i s t r i c t ." l n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 3 7 .  t w o  N  K V D  m e n  c o n d u c t e d  a  s e a r c h  o f  o u r
h o u s e ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  f i r e a r m s  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  i n c r r m i n a t i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f
s a b o t a g e  N o t  f  i n d i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e y  s i m p l y  a r r e s t e d  m y  h u s b a n d ,
P a v l o  H o n c h a r ,  a n d  h a d  h i m  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  t r u c k  t o  t h e  N K V D
o f f  i c e  i n  B a r .  M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  3 0  y e a r s  o l d .

Ne i ther  I  nor  my husband were  to ld  the  reason fo r  the  ar res t .  I
w a s  i l l  a t  t h e  t r m e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  m a k e  a n y  d i r e c t
inq  u  i r ies  as  to  the  whereabouts  o f  my h  usband.  Two weeks  a f  te r  the
a r r e s t ,  I  a s k e d  m y  f a t h e r  t o  g o  t o  B a r  a n d  i n q u i r e  a t  t h e  p r i s o n .
There  my fa ther  was to ld  tha t  my husband had been sent  ro  r i re" N e w  L a n d s "  ( N o v a  Z e m | a ) .  b u t  w h e n  t h i s  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  a n d
w h e r e  t h e s e  " N e w  L a n d s "  w e r e ,  h e  w a s  n e v e r  t o l d .

F r o m  t h a t  t i m e  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  m y  h u s b a n d .
A f t e r  a  m o n t h  h a d  e l a p s e d ,  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  V i n n y t s i a  N K V D ,  b u t  t h e y
o n l y  r e p e a t e d  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o l d  m y  f a t h e r .  A n d  s o ,  a l l a l o n g  l w a s
u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  t h a t  s i n c e  1 9 3 8  m y  h u s b a n d  w a s  s e r v i n g  a
ten-year  sentence o f  ex i le  in  S iber ia .  Today,  lhave reason to  be l ieve
t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  a l o n g  w r r n  t n e  o r n e r s .  A t  r n e  i o r m e r
N K V D  o f f i c e  i n  V i n n y t s i a .  I  f o u n d  s o m e  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  b e t o n g e d
t o  m y  h u s b a n d :  a m o n g  t h e  a r t i c l e s ,  a  w o r n  l a c k e t  w h i c h  I
r e c o g n i z e d  b e c a u s e  I  m y s e l f  h a d  s e w n  o n  t h e  p a t c h e s .  N o w  r a m
s u r e  t h a t  m y  h u s b a n d  i s  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  m u r d e r e d  "  -
V i n n y t s i a ,  J u n e  5 .  1 9 4 3 .
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H A N N A  H O D O V A N E T S ' ,  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M y k h a i l i v k a ,
Murowani-Kyryl ivts i  distr ict :

"My husband,  Kas :an  Hodovanets ' ,  (born  in  1886) ,  was  ar res ted
whi le  a t  work  in  the  ra i lway  yard  in  Kopa i -Horod by  a  member  o f  the
v i l lage  counc i l  and a  mi l i t iaman,  who worked as  a  guard  a t  the
s ta t ion .  They  took  h is  passpor t  and sent  h im to  Mykha i l i vka ,  then on
to  Mohy l iv ,  and then,  on  March  3 ,  to  V inny ts ia .  I  learned o f  h is
whereabouts  f  rom var ious  acqua in tances  who happened to  w i tness
h is arrest.

From my son Vasy l ' s  conversa t ion  w i th  a  ko lkhoz  worker  f rom
Mykha i l i vka ,  we learned tha t  th is  man had been summoned to
appear  be fore  the  Murowan i -Kyry l i v ts i  d is t r i c t  representa t ive  o f  the
N K V D  f o r  q u e s t i o n i n g  i n  r e g a r d  t o  m y  h u s b a n d .  D u r i n g  t h e
in te r rogat ion ,  the  man was asked such ques t ions  as  whether  my
husband prayed a  lo t  and why there  were  so  many icons  in  our
home.  l t  seems tha t  these fac to rs ,  in  add i t ion  to  the  fac t  tha t  my
husband d id  no t  show up fo r  work  on  a  re l ig ious  ho l iday ,  f  u rn ished
the  grounds fo t '  h is  a i ' i ' es t .

A t  the  end o f  Apr i l ,  1938,  I  was  to ld  by  the  NKVD in  V inny ts ia ,
tha t  my husband had been ex i led  to  a  fa r -o f f  labor  camp and tha t  he
had been den ied  the  r igh t  to  cor respond w i th  h is  fami ly .

Upon hav ing  made inqu i r ies  a t  the  o f f i ce  o f  the  ob las ts  pub l i c
prosecutor ,  I  was  g iven t r re  exac t  same in fo rmat ion .  My nex t  s tep

#*I#Sff*

"1" -\rr;: 
;W*l w,*.^S

Members of the internat ional f  orensic commission at the si te of exhumed
rnass graves in Vinnytsia.
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was lo  wr i te  to  S ta l in ,  ask ing  fo r  the  re lease o f  my husband.On May
3.  1938,  I  rece ived no t i f i ca t ion  f rom the  Genera l  Prosecutor  o f  the
USSR,  Vyshynsky i ,  tha t  my husband was be ing  re leased.

But  he  never  came back .  On June24,  '1943,  among thec lo th ing
tha t  was  unear thed a t  the  fo rmer  p remises  o f  the  NKVD in  V inny ts ia ,
I  was  ab le  to  ident i f y  the  fo l low ing  ar t i c les  o f  my husband 's  c lo th ing :
a  sh i r t  tha t  I  had made fo r  h im,  a  coat  w i th  b lue  pockets ,  and a  boot
w i t h  a  c a l k  o n  t h e  s o l e  t h a t  I  h a d  e s p e c i a l l y  o r d e r e d  a t  t h e
shoemaker 's  in  Kopa i -Horod.  These i tems I 'd  sent  lo  my husband
whi le  he  was in  p r ison .  I  fear  tha t  my husband was never  ex i led ,
never  re leased,  bu t  ra ther ,  executed  in  V inny ts ia . "  -  V inny ts ia '  Ju ly
8 ,  1 9 4 3 .

L A V D o K H A L A V N Y c H ' f r o m t h e v i | | a g e o f V o z n i v t s i , S t a n i -
s lavchyk  d is t r i c t :

i 'On January 6, 1937, my husband, Vasyl lvanovych was arrested

by an NKVD *ah, in the prelence of two witnesses, after a search of

the  house tha t  y ie lded no th ing .  My husband was fo r ty  a t  the  t ime;  he
w o r k e d  i n  t h e  k o l k h o z .

I t  was  on ly  la te r  tha t  I  learned o f  the  charges  brought  aga ins t
h i m ;  n a m e l y ,  c a r r y i n g  o n  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n  G a l i c i a '
M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  f r o m  w e s t e r n  U k r a i n e ,  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  L y s o k ,
Zhydach iv  d is t r i c t .

My husband was kept  fo r  a  few days  in  S tan is lavchyk ,  f rom
where  he  was t rans fer red  to  V inny ts ia .  A  month  a f te r  h is  a r res t .
w h e n  I  m a d e  i n q u i r i e s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  p r i s o n  i n  V i n n y t s i a ,  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t
m y  h u s b a n d  h a d  b e e n  s e n t e n c e d  t o  t e n  y e a r s ' e x i l e ,  w i t h o u t  r i g h t s
o f  cor respondence,  and tha t  he  had a l ready  s ta r ted  to  serve  h ts

s e n t e n c e .
I  t h e n  w r o t e  t o  s t a l i n ,  K a g a n o v y c h ,  a n d  o t h e r  s o v i e t  o f f  i c i a l s  i n

Moscow.  I  rece ived the  same wr i t ten  rep ly  fo rm a l l  o f  them tha t  my

husband had been sentenced to  ten  years  o f  ex i le
T o d a y ' J u I y 2 0 , 1 9 4 3 ' I w a s a b l e t o i d e n t i f y ' a t t h e f o r m e r o f f i c e s

o f  the  NKVD,  my husband 's  jacke t  by  the  bu t tons  tha t  were  sewn or r
i t .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m y  h u s b a n d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e x i l e d ;  h e  i s  h e r e  a m o n g
t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  e x e c u t e d . "  -  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  2 0 ,  1 9 4 3

O L E N A  O L K H I V S K A ,  f  r o m  V i n n Y t s i a :
" l n  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 3 7 ,  m y  h u s b a n d ,  P e t r o  O l ' k h i v s ' k y i '  w a s

ar res ted  a t  home by  the  NKVb My husband was Ukra in ian '  He

worked a t  the  bakery  f  nu  day  o f  h is  a r res t ,  our  house was searched

and h is  persona l  documents  were  conf  i sca ted
Af te rwards ,  every  t ime I  went  to  the  NKVD in  Bar '  I  was  tu rned

away.  A f te r  a  week,  I  went  to  the  loca l  p r ison  where  heard  tha t  my
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husband was be ing  he ld  temporar i l y ,  bu t  aga in ,  I  was  no t  a l loweo
even to  en ter  the  bu i ld ing .  A  month  had gone by  be fore  I  was
permi t ted  to  send h im a  coat  and a  pa i r  o f  woo len  boots ,  bu t  there
was no  ques t ion  o f  my be ing  ab le  to  v is i t  h im in  person.  Eventua l l y ,  I
was  no t i f ied  tha t  my husband had been ex i led  to  the  Far  Nor th  to
serve  a  ten-year  sentence,  and tha t  he  had been depr ived  o f  the  r ioh t
to  cor resoond.

My husband,  who was never  invo lved in  po l i t i cs ,  was  charged
wi th  be ing  an  enemy o f  the  peop le .

Perhaps ,  the  Jewish  woman wi th  whom he had worked and on
one occas ton ,  go t  In to  an  argument ,  had repor ted  h im to  the
author i t ies .

I  was there every day when they started the excavat ion of the
mass graves .  lwas  there  when they  exhumed the  bod ies .  A t  the
former  NKVD o f f  i ce  I  recogn ized by  husband 's  b lack  jacke t ,  boots ,
two pa i rs  o f  t rousers ,  and a  sh i r t  I  was  ab le  to  ident i f y  my husband 's
body  by  the  mal fo rmed l i t t le  f  inger  on  the  r igh t  hand.  I  am sure  tha t  I
a m  n o t  m i s t a k e n . "  -  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 4 3 .

Searching for relat ives among the exhumed bodies
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KATERYNA HORLEVSKA,  f rom Zhmerynka:
"Among the art ic les salvaged during the excavat ion of the

former  NKVD premises ,  I  was  ab le  to  ident i f y  severa l  a r t i c les  o f
c l o t h i n g  t h a t  h a d  b e l o n g e d  t o  m y  h u s b a n d ;  a m o n g  t h e m ,  a n
embro idered sh i r t  and jacke t  w i th  a  fu r  co l la r .

My husband,  Dmyt ro  Hor levsky i ,  was  born  in  '1888.  He was
Ukra in ian .  He worked as  a  ra i l road mach in is t .  He was ar res ted  on
May 13 ,  1938 in  Zhmerynka.  He was summoned to  appear  be fore  the
NKVD;  he  went  and was never  seen aga in .  The fo l low ing  day ,  the
NKVD conducted  a  search  o f  our  home,  bu t  no th ing  was conf is -
ca ted .  The reason g iven fo r  my husband 's  a r res t  was  tha t  he  was an
enemy o f  the  peop le .  My husband was never  invo lved in  po l i t i cs .
Three months  pr io r  to  h is  a r res t  he  was even g iven an  award  fo r  the
exe l len t  ma in tenance o f  h is  locomot ive .

After two weeks, my husband was transferred f  rom Zhmerynka
to  V inny ts ia .  I  went  to  V inny ts ia  every  two weeks ,  w i th  a  bund le  o f
food and c lo th ing ,  bu t  I  was  never  a l lowed to  see h im.  On one o f
these t r ips ,  I  was  to ld  tha t  my husband had been t rans fer red  to  K iev .
So I  went  to  K iev .  When I  inqu i red  about  my husband,  I  was  to ld  tha t
he  had never  been in  K iev ,  tha t ,  on  the  cont ra ry ,  he  had been ex i led
to  S iber ia  and den ied  the  r igh t  to  cor respond.  Now I  am conv inced
tha t  my husband is  among those who were  executed  on  the  fo rmer
premises  o f  the  NKVD in  V innYts ia .

Jus t  p r io r  to  May 1  ,  1937,  s ix ty  men,  a l l  o f  whom worked on  the
ra i l road,  were  ar res ted  in  Zhmerynka.  They  ranged in  age f rom
th i r ty - f i ve  to  f i f t y .  No one has  heard  any th ing  about  them s ince .
-  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  1 , 1 9 4 3 .

A woman by  the  name o f  SOLOVIOV,  f rom the  v i l lage  o f

Zhy tk iv ts i :
"My husband,  a  Ukra in ian ,  had to  leave h is  lob  as  a  teacher  fo r

hea l th  reasons :  subsequent ly ,  he  worked in  the  s ta te  bank  in
Zhy tk iv ts i .  On Apr i l  17 ,  1938,  he  was ar res ted  wh i le  a t  work .  He was
ar res ted  a t  12 :30  p .m. ;  by  2 :00  p .m. ,  he  was on  the  t ra in  to  the  NKVD
ja i l  in  V inny ts ia .  My husband was fo r ty  seven yearso ld  a t the t ime o f
h is  a r res t .

when I  a r r i ved  in  V inny ts ia  th ree  days  a f te r  h is  a r res t ,  I  was  to ld
tha t  he  had been t rans fer red  to  the  loca l  p r ison .  I  was  unab le  to  ge t
any  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion  a t  the  loca l  p r ison .  I  was  no t  a l lowed to
le ive  any th ing  fo r  h im,  nor  was I  permi t ted  to  see h im.  Eventua l l y ,  I
learned inat n-e had been sentenced on May 5, 1938 to ten years of
ex i le  in  the  Far  Nor th ,  w i thout  the  r igh t  to  cor respond '  I  had no
fur ther  news o f  h im.

Our  home was searched immedia te ly  a { te r  the  ar res t ,  a t  wh ich
t i m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  w e r e  c o n f i s c a t e d :  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  h u n t i n g
r i f  le ,  some s i l ver  tha t  I  had saved up  to  be  used Jor  too th  { i l l i ngs ,  and
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a cross pendant.  Two years after the arrest,  I  was ordered by theN K V D  t o  c o l l e c t  a l r o f  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  c r o t h e s  a n d  b r i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e i r
o f f i ce ,  because he  was an  enemy o f  the  peopte .

My husband was never  engaged in  po l i t i cs .  Everyone in  thev i l l a g e  w a s  t a k e n  a b a c k  w h e n - h e  w a s  a r r e s t e d .  r t h i n k  t h a t  t h efo l low ing  inc ident  may have red  to  h is  a r res t .  A  pubr ic  p rosecuror ,
by  the  name o f  Ferd ,  had moved in to  a  bu i rd ing ,  wh ich  ne  *an ieo  tobuy  some e igh t  days  be fore  my husband 's  a i res t ,  ne  app l ied  fo r  aloan from the bank in the sum of 2,000 karbovantsl ,  stai ihg that he
in tended to  use  the  money to  se t  h is  w i fe  up  in  a  dacha,  fcount ry
home.  My husband courd  no t  approve the  roan because i t  d id  no tmeet  w i th  the  proper  bank ing  requ i rements .  l  th ink  tha t  th is  red  tomy husband 's  a r res l

ln vinnytski  v ist i ,  I  came across an art ic le that incidental ly
ment ioned a  handkerch ie f  monogrammed wi th  the  in i t ia rs  , ,A .c . "
Th is  handkerch ie f  be tonged to  my-husband.  My nrsUrnJ  i raL  n"u" l .
e x i l e d ,  h e  l i e s  h e r e  a m o n g  t h e  e x e c u t e d . "  _  V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  i  t  g 4 g .

ODARKA BTELETSKA,  f rom the  v i i lage  o f  Shyrovske."My husband,  Leon id  B ie le tsky i ,  was  ar res ted  on  September
24,  1937.  He was a  pr ies t .  A t  the  t ime o f  the  ar res t ,  he  was b5  u .o^

rd

ldent i fy ing vict ims by clothes and other art ic les, toundin mass graves.
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o ld .  The ar res t  was  made a t  n igh t ;  the  house was searched;  my

h u s b a n d ' s  v e s t m e n t s ,  b o o k s ,  f o n t '  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  w e r e  c o n -

f iscated.
My husband completed his studies at the seminary in Volhynia; he

worked as  a  par ish  [ i i * i i "  the  v i l lage  o f  Pe levo  un t i l  1935 '  That

; ; ; ; i ; ; ; r | . ln in Pelevo was closed and we had to leave we went

i ;  ; y  na t ive  v i l lage ,  Hreb l ia ,  where  my husband found worK as  a

l u m b e r j a c k .
When they  came fo r  h im,  they  gave no  exp lanat ion  fo r  h is

ar res t .  one NkVO man s imp ly  shouted  a t  h im -  "Hey,  you  cur '

;;;\,; manased to evade us long enoug,h' y"Yl9l-t],"jt^l l: l- ,^
A t  f i r s t ,  m y  h u s b a n d  w a s  i n  a  c e l l  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  p o l l c e  p r l s o n  I n

the  v i l lage  o f  Shyrovske;  a f te r  two weeks '  he  was t rans fer red  to  the

i r r i v o  p i i r o n  i n  V i n n y t s i a .  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  b r o u g h t f o r h i m , l w a s

on ly  permi t ted  to  le ive  two handkerch ie fs  and a  towe l  l  was  no t

a | | o w e d t o s e e h i m i n e i t h e r o f t h e t w o p r i s o n s w e r e h e w a s b e i n g
kept .  Wi th rn  a  month '  I  came to  V innv ts i? ;  l .  Yu : - ] " ]9 . , t13 t  

tv

husband had been ex i led .  They  wou ld  no t  g ive  me an.y  fu r ther

i n f o r m a t i o n . l t h e n w r o t e t o M o s c o w ' a n d a f t e r h a l f a y e a r h a d g o n e
bv,  I  rece ived no t i f  i ca t ion  v ia  the  NKVD tha t  my husband had been

"' i i r" i i " i i iJFur-rrrortn to serve a ten-year sentence, with no r ight to

cor resPond

Hav ing  read in  the  papers  about  the  mass  graves  in  V inny ts ia '  I

c a m e h e r e t o s e e i f | . c o u I d i d e n t i f y m y h u s b a n d ' s c I o t h i n g . I
iecogn ized my husband 's  b rown su i t  wh ich  I  had made myse l f  ;  I  s t i l l

have- remnants  o f  the  mater ia l  a t  home l  assume tha t  my husband

w a s  n o t  e x i l e d ,  b u t  e x e c u t e d  "  -  V i n n y t s i a '  J u l y  1 '  1 9 4 3 '

A  w o m a n  D y  t h e  n a m e  o f  A N T O N I A '  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a E e  o f

Sh u  rovska-Hreb l ia
"My husband was ar res ted  on  March  26 ,  1938 wh i le  a t  work  in

the  f ie lds .  He was incarcera ted  in  the  fo rmer  po l i ce  p r ison  My

n u s u a n o w a s U k r a i n i a n . H e w o r k e d a s a m a c h i n e - t r a c t o r o p e r a t o r
a t  the  loca l  P lan t .

A f te r  the  ar res t ,  the  house was searched and my husband 's

persona l  documents  conf  i sca ted  When I  asked about  the  reason

ior  the  ar res t ,  I  was  to ld  tha t  my bro thers ,  the  Savy tskys '  who a lso

l i v e i n o u r v i l l a g e , c a r r i e d o n a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h p e o p l e w h o
l i v e d  a b r o a d .

My bro thers  never  cor responded w i th  anyone abroad They

h a d b e e n a r r e s t e d a n d e x i | e d i n N o v e m b e r o f l g 3 T . W e r e c e i v e d
w o r d  f r o m  t h e m  f r o m  M o n g o l i a '_ M y h u s b a n d w a s k e p t f o r a m o n t h a n d a h a | f i n t h e v i I l a g e p r i s o n

and was la te r  t ransJer red  to  the  pr ison  in  V inny ts ia  Whel  he  was in

t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i s o n '  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  c a t c h  a  g l i m p s e  o f  h i m . t h r o u g h  t h e

f e n c e . b u t I w a s n o t a | | o w e d t o t a I k t o h i m n o r t o g i v e h i m a n y t h i n g .
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When my husband was t rans ter red  to  V inny ts ia  and I  went  there  to
see how he was,  I  was  to ld  tha t  he  was no  longer  in  p r ison ,  bu t  had
b e e n  e x i l e d .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  l f i l l e d  o u t  a n  o f f i c i a l  f o r m  r e g a r d i n g  h i s
whereabouts ;  a f te r  two years  had gone by ,  I  rece ived a  rep ly ,  s ta t ing
tha t  he  had been sentenced to  ten  years 'ex i le  in  the  Far  Nor th  and
depr ived  o f  the  r igh t  to  cor respond.

I  s t i l l  do  no t  know the  rea l  reason fo r  h is  a r res t .  I  know tha t  he
w a s  n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s .

I  learned o f  the  uncovenng o f  the  graves  f rom the  newspaper ,
a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  c o m e  t o  V i n n y t s i a .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  m y
husband 's  sh i r t ,  wh ich  I  had made,  and la te r  mended.  I  have every
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m y  h u s b a n d  i s  n o  l o n g e r a m o n g  t h e  l i v i n g . "  -

V i n n y t s i a ,  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 4 3 .

, .OFF-L IMITS ' '

Fo l l ow ing  the  assass ina t i on  o f  K i rov  du r ing  the  mass  te r ro r  o f
1937-1938 ,  a reas  i n  t he  immed ia te  v i c in i t y  o f  t he  l oca lo f f i ces  o f  t he
NKVD in  many  c i t i es  th roughou t  Uk ra ine  were  co rdoned  o f f  by  a
high fence in to so-cal led "of f - l imi t "  zones,  and were put  under
guard.  People were not  to  come near  these areas.  No one knew
exact ly  what  was going on wi th in  these"of f - l imi t "zones,  yet  there
were endless rumours and speculat ion.  There were those dar ing
sou ls  who  wou ld  c l imb  up  a  nea r -by  t ree  a t  dusk  i n  o rde r  t o  l ook
over  the fence.  Some actual ly  saw rows of  deep d i tches or  smal l
mounds ,  bu t  no  one  knew wha t  t hey  were  fo r .

There were not  many people who could g ive an accurate
account  of  what  happened in  Vinnyts ia  in  the "of f - l imi t "  areas that
the NKVD set  up to  cover  what  i t  d id  wi th  i ts  massacred v ic t ims.
But  there s t i l l  were a number of  people who remembered what  had
happened at  three locat ions a long L i tynsky Street .

The f i rs t  s i te  was former ly  an orchard,  jo in t ly  owned by
severa l  people who had moved to the c i ty  in  the '30s.  The orchard
was neglected unt i l  March of  1938,  when the NKVD expressed an
interest  in  i t .  The land was surveyed and a th i -ee- to- four  meter  h igh
fence was put  up.  The area was guarded by the NKVD both day
and  n igh t .  F rom t ime  to  t ime ,  one  wou ld  hea r  the  g row l i ng  o f  dogs .
The local  inhabi tants  were to ld  that  the orchard was being fenced
in  i n  o rde r  t o  keep  ch i l d ren  ou t ,  and  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  used  fo r
mi l i tary  manoeuvres.



The fo l low ing  excerp t  f  rom the  minu tes  o f  the  V inny ts ia  town

counci l  and eyewitness accounts refer to the existence of the "off-

l i m i t "  z o n e s  i n  V i n n Y t s i a .

E x c e r p t f r o m t h e m i n u t e s ( N o 1 ) o f t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e T o w n
C o u n c i l  o f  V r n n Y t s i a  1 ' 1 V r 1 9 3 9

I t e m .  C o m m u n i q u d  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s a r i a t  f o r

S t a t e  S e c u r i t y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  n e a r  t h e
Slav ians 'ka  Da i ry  Farm in  V inny ts ia  as  be ing  o f f  - l im i ts  to  the  genera l

P U  b l r c .
R e s o l v e d .  T o  c l o s e  o f f  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e

S l a v i a n s  k a  D i a r y  F a r m  w h i c h  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  V i n n y t s i a  T o w n

c o u n c i l ,  m e a s u r i n q  2 7  h e c t a r e s  a n d  9 1 5 1  s o L r a r e  m e t e r s ,  a n d
reserve  i t  fo r  use  by  the  Nat iona l  commissar ia t  fo r  S ta te  Secur i ty .

i i  i s  i . ; n l a ' " v f  i r l  t o  c n g a g e  i n  a n y '  k r n d  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r r  t h e  s i t e
w i t h o u t  t h e  s p e c r a i  p e r m l s s l O n  o f  t n e  N a t i r : n , r t  C o m m t s s a r r a t  f o r

S t a t e  S e c u  r t t Y
T h e  f o l l o w l n g  a r e  t h e  p e r r m e t e r s  c o n s t r t u t r n g  t h e  a r e a  d e s -

i g n a t e d a s  b e i n g  o f f - l i m r s :  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  t o w n  f o r e s t  a n d  a l l  t h e
l a n d  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  P y a t y c h a n y :  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  B u i l d r n g  N o  6 4 6 :  o n
the  south ,  L i tYnskY St ree t

( S i g n e d )  
- T o v ' " l n  

C o u n c i l  C h a i r m a n ,  F u i ' s a :  S e c r e t a r y '  S i o b o -
d t a n i u k

Eyewi tness  accounts  serve  as  fu r ther  e labora t ion  on  the

r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  t o w n  c o u n c i l .  T h e y  w e r e  l a t e r  p u b l i s h e d

as par t  o f  the  government  documents .  some o f  them are  c i ted

b e l o w .

H  H U H L E W Y C H ,  a  w o r k e r  a t  t h e  h y d r o - b i o l o g i c a l  p l a n t  i n
V r n  n y t s  i a .

" l n  t l e  s p r r n g  o f  1 9 3 8 .  l w e n t  t o  K i e v  w h e r e  l s t a y e d  f o r t h r e e
m o n t h s .  W h r l e  I  w a s  a w a y .  m y  b r o t h e r  w a s  a r r e s t e d  i n  V i n n y t s i a .
U p o n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  V i n n y t s i a  i n  t h e  s u m m e r .  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t ,  o p p o s i t e
my  p lace  o f  wo rk  on  L i t ynsky  S t ree t ,  a  new wooden  fence ,  abou t
t h r e e  m e t e r s  h i g h  h a d  b e e n  p u t  u p .  T h r s  w a s  a  s o l i d  d o u b l e  f e n c e
M y  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  w h y  t h e  f e n c e  h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  a n d  w h a t  w a s  t h e
m e a n i n g  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  m e t  w i t h  v a r i o u s  r e s p o n s e s .  T h e  u s u a l  a n s w e r
was  tha t  t he  f ence  was  be ing  bu i l t  by  t he  NKVD A f te r  a  f ew  days ,
howeve r ,  i t  was  rumored  tha t  t hose  sho t  by  t he  NKVD were  be ing
b u r i e d  t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  o n e  c l a y  l s m e l l  t h e  s t e n c h  o f  d e c o m p o s e d
bod ies .  So  I  dec ided  to  i nsoec t  t he  f enceca re f  u l l y .  I  de tec ted  a  sma l l
k n o t - h o l e  a n d  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  t t .  i s a w  a  l a r g e  m o u n d  o f  r e c e n t l y
heaped -up  ea r th ,  and ,  r i gh t  nex t  t o  t he  f ence ,  a  p i l e  o f  co rpses ,
w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e n o u g h  t i m e  t o  b u r y .
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Every t ime a truck passed by, I  would fol low i t  with my eyes unt i l
i t  d isappeared th rough the  ga teway.  I  kep t  imag in ing  tha t  my
bro ther 's  body  was ins ide  one o f  those t rucks .  When i t  go t  dark ,  I
wou ld  see t rucks  pu l l  in  th rough the  ga te ,  p rac t ica l l y  da i l y ;  they
wou ld  leave the  fo l low ing  day  w i th  a  load o f  ear th ,  and head fo r
L i t y n ' . "

OPANAS SKREPKA,  a  guard  a t  the  marke t  in  V inny ts ia .
"From 1935 to  1941,  I  worked as  a  guard  fo r  the  town 's  f ru i t

p lan ta t ions  on  L i tynsky  St ree t .  In  March  1938,  one o f  the  orchards
tha t  was  ad jacent  to  the  p lan ta t ion  where  I  worked was be ing  fenced
i n  w i t h  a  h i g h  w o o d e n  f e n c e .  I n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k m e n  w h o  w e r e
p u t t i n g  i t  u p ,  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  p l a n s  t o  b u i l d  e i t h e r  a  h o m e
f o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  a  s p o r t s  f  i e l d .

A  month  went  by .  One n igh t  I  dec ided to  take  a  look  a t  what  was
go ing  on  ins ide ,  so  I  c l imbed a  t ree  near  the  fence.  There  were
severa l  corpses  in  each d i tch .  S ince  there  was s t i l l  room fo r  more
coroses .  the  d i tches  had no t  been covered over  w i th  ear th .  For  some
t ime now,  I  had been aware  tha t  t rucks  were  coming in to  the
c o m p o u n d ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  u n l o a d e d  l  c o u l d  h e a r  a  t h u d  o n
the  ground,  bu t  I  cou ld  no t  see  what  was go ing  on  ins ide  the  fenced
I n  a r e a .  O n  a  f e v ;  o c c a s i o n s ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n t n g ,  l u s t  a f t e r  t h e
t rucks  had passed th rough the  ga te ,  I  no t iced  t races  o f  b lood on  the
road a long L i tynsky  St reeet .  La ter  an  NKVD guardsman,  who l i ved
i n  t h e  g u a r d  h o u s e ,  w o u l d  c o v e r  u p  t h e  s t a i n s  w i t h  s a n d .  I n e v e r
h e a r d  a n y  s h o o t i n g  o r  a n y  o t h e r  n o i s e  a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  I  w o u l d  s e e  c o m m i s s a r s  c o m e  i n  t h e i r c a r s ,  a n d  t h e n  I
h e a r d  s h o o t i n g .  S o m e t i m e s .  t h e  w i n d  w o u l d  c a r r y  t h e  s t e n c h  o f
d e c a y i n g  b o d i e s .  N o  o n e  d a r e d  t o  g o  n e a r  t h e  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e
w e r e  g u a r d s  p a c i n g  b a c k  a n d  f  o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  e n c l o s u r e ,  b o t h  i n s i d e
a n d  o u t

I n  1 9 3 8  t h e  N K V D  h a d  p u t  i n  a n  o r d e r  f o r  s o m e  s a p l i n g s  f r o m
t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  n u r s e r y .  W h e n  I  f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y ,  I  w a s  s u m m o n e d  t o
the i r  o f f  i ces  Some two hundred prne ,  map leand acac ia  t rees  were
requ is i t ioned to  be  p lan ted  on  the  area  beh ind  the  fence.  Cn l '1 ;  a  few
of  them took  roo t . "

MARIA PONOMARCHUK,  a  res ident  o f  No.44  L i tynsky  St ree t ." i  h a v e  b e e n  l i v i n q  i n  t h i s  h o u s e  s i n c e ' l  9 2 7 .  l t  i s  o n l y 3 0 0  m e t e r s
f rom my house to  the  NKVD enc losure .  I  wou ld  o f ten  no t ice  NKVD
m e n  i n  u n i f  o r m  s t a n d i n g  g u a r d  b y  t h e  f e n c e ,  d a y  a n d  n i g h t .  N o b o d y
k n e w  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l d i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  e n c l o s u r e ,  b u t  t h e n  a g a i n ,
p e o p l e  s i m p l y  k n e w  t h a t  a n y  N K V D  u n d e r t a k i n g  c o u l d  b o d e  n o
good.  No one be l ieved the  rumors  tha t  were  be ing  purpose ly
c i r c u l a t e d .  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  N K V t i  w a s  b u i l d i n g  a  s p o r t s  f  i e l d  f o r
c h r l d r e n  I n  1 9 3 8 .  I  m y s e l f  o f t e n  s a w  t w o  t r u c k s ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h
c a n v a s s .  e n t e r  t h e  e n c l o s u r e  P e o p l e  a l r e a d y  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e
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NKVD was us ing  the  p lace  to  ge t  r id  o f  the  bod ies  o f  peop le  i t  had

exec  u ted .  "

The fo rego ing  account  was conf  i rmed by  many o therw i tnesses
( s e e " Z l o c h y " n y M o s X v y u V i n n y t s i , " ( T h e C r i m e s o f M o s c o w i n
v i n n y t s i a ) , ' p u o r i s h e d  b y  t h e  U k r a i n i a n  A m e r i c a n  y o u t h  A s -

s o c i a i i o n ; .  A m o n g  t h e s e  w i t n e s s e s :  F e d o r  S t a r n y t s i a ,  a  b u i l d e r ,
Vasy l  Koz lovsky i ,  a  worker ;  Pet ro  Z iwak,  a  worker ;  Evhen V ine tsk i ,
a  d i i v e r :  O l e k s a  K o z l o w s k y i ,  a  w a t c h m a n ;  T r o k h y m  A m o s o v '  a

b r i c k - k i l n  o p e r a t o r ,  a n d  h i s  w i f e .  O l e n a  A m o s o v
T h e s e  p e o p l e  g a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e s t i m o n y :  t h a t  o n c e  t h e

e n c l o s u r e  h a d  b e e n  p u t  u p  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 3 8  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s o f

t h e  f o r m e r  o r c h a r d ,  t h e  s t e n c h  o f  d e c o m p o s i n g  b o d i e s  c o u l d  n o t

bu t  be  no t iced :  tha t  loaded t rucks  were  seen en ter ing  and leav tng

t h e  c o m p o u n d  b o t h  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t ; t h a t  u p  u n t i l t h e t i m e
o f  t h e  G e r m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  N K V D  g u a r d s  w e r e  p o s t e d  a l o n g

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  e n c l o s u r e .
These s ta tements  c lear ly  ind ica te  tha t  the  NKVD had dec ided

t o  u s e  t h e  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  a s  a  b u r i a l  g r o u n d  f o r  i t s  v i c t i m s .  l n  o r d e r t o
ensure  i t s  cover ,  the  NKVD dec la red  the  area  "o f l  l im i ts , "  as  i s  made

c l e a r  i n  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  V i n n y t s i a  t o w n  c o u n c i l ,  c i t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .

H a v i n g  m a d e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  t h o u g h t  o f  a n y

deve lopmdnt  o f  the  o f f  l im i ts  a rea ,  the  NKVD be l ieved tha t  i t
p reven ied  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  hav ing  the  mass  graves  d iscovered.  The

p l a n t i n g  o f  t h e  s a p l i n g s  w a s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  m e a s u r e  t o  p r e v e n t

de tec t ion .
The or ig ina l  enc losure ,  however '  p roved to  be  too  smal l  to

conta in  the  bod ies  o f  a l l  the  v ic t ims who were  executed  by  the

N K V D  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 3 7 - 1 9 3 9  A n d  s o  t h e  N K V D  s t a r t e d  t o  u s e ,

in  add i t ion ,  the  cemetery  on  L i tynsky  St ree t

In  h is  tes t imony,  MR.  HUHLEWYCH (c i ted  prev ious ly )  re la ted
a lso  the  fo l low ing :

" ln  o rder  to  reach the  center  o f  town f  rom the  area  where  I  l i ved '
I  wou ld  take  a  shor tcu t  th rough the  loca l  cemetery .  On my way to
w o r k ,  l o f t e n  s a w  p e o p l e  d i g g i n g  n u m e r o u s  g r a v e s .  l h a d  n o  i d e a
what  purpose these graves  wou ld  serve .

I n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  1 9 3 7  |  h a p p e n e d  t o  c o m e  u p o n  a  r u b b e r  b o o t ,
a n d  I  a l s o  n o t i c e d  s o m e  b l o o d  s t a i n s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o n  t h e  m a i n  p a t h
th rough the  cemetery .  That  ts  when I  dec ided to  keep my eyes  open
One even ing ,  as  I  was  wa lk ing  down the  cemetery  pa th ,  I  no t iced  a
t ruck  pu l l  up  to  the  main  ga te .  I  qu ick ly  s tepped o f f  to  the  s ide  and
h id  beh ind  a  t ree .  From there  I  cou ld  see tha t  the  t ruck  was car ry lng
a load covered w i th  canvass .  l t  pu l led  up  nex t  to  the  newly  dug
graves .  I  cou ld  hear  the  thud o f  the  corpses  as  they  were  be ing
dumped,  and the  swear ing  o f  the  men.  A f te r  cover ing  the  graves
over  w i th  ear th  in  ahaphazard  manner ,  and s t i l l  swear ing '  the  men
qot  in to  the  t ruck  and drove o f f  . "
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Sex ton  YURIY  KLYMENKO,  f rom the  v i l l age  o f  Vob l i v .
" S i n c e  1 9 3 1 ,  I  w a s  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  w a t c h m a n  a t  t h e  P i r o g o v

Hosp i t a l  i n  V inny ts ia .  The  hosp i t a l  was  ad jacen t  t o  t he  cemete ry ,
w i t h  on l y  a  f ence  sepa ra t i ng  t he  two .  I  cou ld  see  the  who le  ceme te ry
f r o m  w h e r e  I  w a s  s t a t i o n e d .  I n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  1 9 3 7 ,  l s a w  p r i s o n e r s
d igg ing  d raves  i n  t he  cemete ry .  Each  g rave  was  app rox ima te l y  two
mete rs  squa re  The  p r i sone rs  we re  wa tched  by  gua rds  as  t hey
w o r k e d .  I  f o u n d  t h e  w h o l e  s i t u a t i o n  s o m e h o w  s t r a n g e  a n d  d e c i d e d
t o  b e  o n  t h e  l o o k - o u t  f  o r  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  c e m e t e r y  a t  n i g h t
A t  a b o u t  t w o  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  a  t r u c k  d r o v e  i n t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y
T h e  h e a d l i g h t s  w e r e  l e f t  o n .  w h r c h  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  s e e  t w o  m e n
u n l o a d  t h e  t r u c k  a n d  d u m p  s o m e t h i n g  i n t o  t h e  g r a v e s  I n e v e r
m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  a n y o n e  f  o r  l e a r  t h a t  I  w o u l d  b e  a r r e s t e d
b y  t h e  N K V D '  -  S u b m i t t e d  o n  J u n e  2 9 .  1 9 4 3 .

P E T R O  B O K K H A N ,  a  b o o k k e e p e r :
"  I n  1 9 3 7  |  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  m y  p a r e n t s - i n - l a w ,  w h o  l i v e d  n e a r  t h e

c e m e t e r y .  O n  m y  w a y  t h e r e ,  I  u s u a l l y  t o o k  t h e  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e
c e m e t e r y .  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  m a n y  g r a v e s  w e r e  b e i n g  d u g  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n
o f  t he  cemete ry  t ha t  was  ad jacen t  t o  t he  P i rogov  Hosp i t a l  One  t ime ,
o n  m y  w a y  b a c k  a t  a b o u t  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  l s a w  t h a t  t h e
m e n  w e r e  s t i l l  a t  w o r k  d i g g i n g .  T h e  f  o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ,  w h e n  I  a g a i n
wa lked  th rough  the  ce r re te ry ,  t he  g raves  had  a l ready  been  cove red
ove r  w i l h  ea r th . "

E V H E N I A  P R O L I N S K A ,  a  n u r s e  f r o m  V i n n y t s i a :" l n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  1 9 3 7 ,  I  w o r k e d  a s  a  n u r s e  a t  r i r e  P i r o g o v
H o s p i t a l .  I  w a s  o f t e n  o n  n i g h t  d u t y .  O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  a  d o c t o r  f  r o m
t h e  N K V D  p r i s o n  c a m e  t o  o u r  h o s p i t a l .  I  k n e w  h i m  o n l y  b y  s i g h t .
U s u a l l y  h e  w a s  s e e n  w e a r i n g  t h e  N K V D  u n i f o r m ,  b u t  o n  t h i s
p a r t i c u l a r  n i g h t  h e  w a s  i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s .  H e  c a m e  l o o k i n g  f o r t h e
g r a v e d i g g e r ,  w h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  H e  t o l d  t h e  g r a v e d i g g e r  t o
take  a long  th ree  o r  f ou r  spades ,  and  fo l l ow  h im  to  t he  cemete ry .

Because  my  husband  had  been  a r res ted  on  December  20 th ,  I
was  pa r t i cu la r l y  wa ry  o f  t he  doc to r ' s  n igh t  v i s i t  t o  t he  hosp i t a l  l
c h a n g e d  f  r o m  m y  w h i t e  s m o c k ,  a n d  h a v i n g  p u t  o n  a  b l a c k  c o a t ,  w e n t
t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y .  l t  w a s  a b o u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  I
s topped  when  I  hea rd  someone  ta l k i nq  The re  mus t  have  been
a r o u n d  t e n  o f  t h e m .  l c o u l d  n o t  m a k e  o i r t  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s a y i n g .
They  were  s tand ing  nea r  two  t rucks  wh i ch  we re  cove red  w i th
canvass .  I  sudden l y  rea l i zed  tha t  t hese  t rucks  cou ld  be  ca r r y i ng  the
bod ies  o f  t hose  who  had  been  sho t  i n  t he  NKVD o r i son .  and  tha t  t he
co rpses  were  to  be  un loaded  he re .  Had  the  p r i sone rs  d ied  a  na tu ra l
d e a t h ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  b u r i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  n o t  a t  n i g h t ,
su r rep t i t i ous l y .  As  t he  men  s ta r ted  to  undo  the  canvass  cove r i ng ,  I
became a f ra id  t ha t  I  m igh t  be  no t i ced ,  so  I  headed  back  fo r  t he
hosp i t a l .  La te r ,  i n  t he  morn ing ,  I  wen t  back  to  t he  cemete ry ;  t he re
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was a  guard  pos ted  a t  the  s i te  o f  las t  n igh t ' s  ac t i v i t y .  I  no t iced  tha t

some ih ree  meters  o f  g round were  covered w i th  f resh ly  tu rned
ear th ,  leve l led  over .  The f  o l low ing  day ,  when I  asked the  guard  what
was go ing  on  a t  the  cemetery  tha t  n igh t ,  I  was  to ld  to  mind  my own
bus iness .

Inc idents  o f  th is  type  then were  repeated  qu i te  f  requent ly .  The
graved igger  was sought  ou t  no t  on ly  by  the  NKVD doc tor  bu t  by  the
com m issars  themse lves .
,  The sec t ion  o f  the  cemetery  where  th is  par t i cu la r  inc ident  took
p lace  was no t  normal ly  used fo r  bur ia l . "

. ,THE EARTH OPENED AND REVEALED HELL ' '

, ,The  ea r th  opened  and  we  saw he l l . "  Th i s  was  the  l amen t  o f  a
woman who wi tnessed the uncover ing of  the mass graves in
V inny ts ia .  The  mass  g raves  o f  t hese  i nnocen t  v i c t ims  o f  sov ie t
te r ro r  was  i ndeed  a  v i s ion  o f  he l l ,  a  s igh t  imposs ib le  to  convey  i n  a l l
i t s  ho r ro r . . .

once  the  " va l i an t "  Red  Army  had  f  l ed  f  rom Ukra ine  be fo re  the
advanc ing  Naz is ,  t he i r  comrades  o f  no t  l ong  ago ,  t he  peop le  o f
Vinnyts ia  s tar ted to  vo ice the i r  suspic ions regard ing the "of f - l imi t "

areaa.  At  f  i rs t ,  i t  seemed f  u t i le  to  br ing the mat ter  to  the at tent ion of
the German occupat ion forces;  a f ter  a l l ,  everybody knew that  the
Nazis  were no bet ter  than the sov iets .  There was a say lng,  that  the
only  d i f ference between Moscow and Ber l in  was that  the winters
we ie  co lde r  i n  Moscow.  The  coming  o f  t he  Germans  on l y  b rough t
a  change  in  the  Co lo r  o f  t he  un i fo rm o f  t he  occupa t ion  fo rces ;  t he
methods  rema ined  the  same.  Th i s  cou ld  be  seen  i n  a l l  sphe res  o f
l i f e ,  f  r om the  comp le te  a rb i t ra r i ness  o f  t he  po l i ce ,  a l l  t he  way  up  to
the  top  o f  t he  power  s t ruc tu re .  The  names  changed ,  bu t  t he
con ten t  rema ined  the  same.  Dur ing  the  sov ie t  occupa t ion ,  t he
dec i s i ve  power  was  i n  the  hands  o f  t he  N  KVD;  under  the  Germans ,
i t  was  i n  t he  hands  o f  t he  Ges tapo .  l t  i s  i n te res t i ng  to  no te  tha t  i n
V inny ts ia ,  as  i n  many  o the r  c i t i es  th roughou t  Uk ra ine ,  t he  Ges tapo
se t  up  qua r te rs  i n  bu ld ings  tha t  were  fo rmer l y  occup ied  by  the
NKVD. Lit le had changed: instead of the red f lag with the hammer
and sickle, there was now a red f lag with a black swastika, that was
al l .  In  fact ,  many of  those who had worked for  the NKVD s imply
jo ined the Gestapo.  At  the t ime of  the uncover ing of  the mass
graves in  Vinnyts ia ,  the NKVD bui ld ing was a l ready occupied by
the Gestapo, which was most l ikely digging mass graves of i ts own in
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some other  p lace.  The regime changed,  but  the v ic t ims remained
the same:  they were a lways Ukra in ians.

But  how were the mass graves in  Vinnyts ia  d iscovered,  and
what  led to  the uncover ing of  the s i tes?

There are var ious sources and numerous accounts regard ing
th is  mat ter .  Accord ing to  accounts by the local  poputat ion,  on May
24,  1943,  a person whose ident i ty  has been wi thheld came upon a
decay ing  co rpse  wh i l e  d igg ing  i n  t he  l oca l  pa rk .  The  man  was ,
na tu ra l l y ,  a la rmed  and  repo r ted  the  i nc iden t  t o  t he  po l i ce .

The  po l i ce  under took  fu r the r  i nves t i ga t i on  o f  t he  s i t e ,  wh ich
led to  the d isvocery of  more bodies.  The mat ter  was then refered to
the  l oca l  c i v i l  au tho r i t i es  who  au tho r i zed  an  o f f  i c i a l  i nves t i ga t i on ,
headed  by  two  l oca l  phys i c ians  -  D r .  Do roshenko ,  a  fo rens i c
e x p e r t  i n  V i n n y t s i a ,  a n d  D r .  M a l i n i n ,  a  f o r m e r  p r o f e s s o r  a t
K rasnodar  Un ive rs i t y ,  who  res ided  i n  V inny ts ia .

The  German  au tho r i t i es  soon  became in te res ted  i n  t he  ma t te r
A f te r  two  mass  g raves ,  wh ich  y ie lded  more  than  two  hundred
co rpses ,  had  been  uncove red ,  t he  Germans  se t  up  a  spec ia l
j ud i c ia l -med ica l  commiss ion  tha t  was  to  ove rsee  any  fu r the r
exhumat ions  An  i n te rna t rona l  commi t tee ,  made  up  o f  members

A view of some of the exhumed bodies of the victims ol Soviet genocide
at Vinnvtisa.
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f  rom neutra l  countr ies,  was aSked to rev iew the mat ter ,  and fore ign
correspondents were g iven access to  the s i tes.  (The author  of  th is
booklet  was among the journal is ts  present) .

News of  what  happened in  Vinnyts ia  spread quick ly  through-
out  Ukra ine.  People f rom al l  over  the country  came to Vinnyts ia  in
the  hope  o f  l ea rn ing  someth ing  abou t  t he i r  m iss ing  re la t i ves ,  who
had been taken away by the "b lack raven"  of  the NKVD and
sen tenced  to  se rve  te rms  o f  ex i l e  " i n  f a r -away  l abo r  camps ,
w i thou t  t he  r i gh t  t o  co r respond . "

T H E  E X H U M A T I O N  A N D  T H E  B U R I A L S

As ment ioned prev ious ly ,  the exhumat ion of  the bodies was
done by inmates of  the local  pr ison and was overseen by the
specia l ly - formed commiss ion.  Even today,  for ty  years af ter  the
even t ,  i t  i s  d i f f  i cu l t  t o  t a l k  o f  t h i s  t ime  w i thou t  re l i v i ng  the  ho r ro r  o f
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e . . .  H u n d r e d s  o f  d e c o m p o s e d  c o r p s e s  w e r e
e x h u m e d  f  r o m  t h e  g r o u n d ,  l a i d  o u t  i n  r o w s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f
i den t i f i ca t i on  and  fo rens i c  examina t i on ,  and  then  were  g i ven  a
Chr is t ian bur ia l  and la id  to  rest ,  again in  mass graves.

Of f ic ia t ing at  the funera l  serv ices of  the Ukra in ian v ic t ims of
the holocaust  a t  V innyts ia  was the Bishop Hryhor iy  (who d ied in
Ch icago  i n  1985) .

A  s h o r t  a r t i c l e ,  t i t l e d  " T h e  B i s h o p  o f  V i n n y t s i a , "  b y  O '
Kulenko,  appeared in  the Ju ly  11,  1985 issue of  Narodnavol ia , the
scranton,  

'Pa.  
-  based publ icat ion of  the Ukra in ian Fraternal

Associat ion.  The fo l lowing is  an excerpt  f rom th is  ar t ic le :

o fa | | t he t i t | esandrecogn i t i on tha tMe t ropo I i t anHryho r i ywas
g i v e n d u r i n g h i s I i f e t i m e , h e w i | | b e m o s t r e m e m b e r e d f o r h i s w o r k
iur ing tne re la t ive ly  shor t  per iod of  h is  l i fe  when he was the b ishop
of  VinnYts ia dur ing Wor ld War l l .

I t  was h is  fa te not  on ly  to  help bui ld  anew the l i fe  that  had been
devasii teO by the Soviet occupation, under the diff  icult condit ions
of new and no less brutal occupying forces, but also to bear witness
and off iciate at the f uneral of the countless vict ims of Stal in's terror,
perpetrated under Yezhov between 1937-1938'

The uncovering of the mass graves' which began in the summer

of 1943, reveated, i i  a short t ime, the extent of the genocide' Rows
,pon 1.o*r of corpses were found with hands t ied behind their
backs,  the i r  sku l ls  i iOOteO wi th  bul le ts ,  and bear ing var ious s igns of
to r tu re .Newso fye tano the rKa tyn ' sp read rap id l y th roughou t the
land.  Thousands of  Ukra in ians s tar ted to  converge on Vinnyts ia
oespi te  the d i f f icu l t ies that  th is  enta i led in  war t ime,  in  the hope of
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f ina l l y  loca t ing  miss ing  fami ly  members  and re la t i ves ,  by  ident i f y ing
the  c lo th ing  and documents  tha t  had been unear thed a long w i th  the
corpses .

Some 10,000 corpses  were  exhumed f  rom the  mass  graves  and
g iven proper  bur ia l .  B ishop Hryhor iy  w i tnessed th is  g rea t  na t iona l
t ragedy .  Th is  i s  the  eu logy  wh ich  he  de l i vered  a t  the  n ine teenth
funera l  serv ice  fo r  v ic t ims found in  the  mass  oraves :

'Bro thers  and S is te rs  in  Chr is t l
We have come together  fo r  the  n ine teenth  t ime a t  th is  s i te  to  pay

our  las t  respec ts  and to  p ray  fo r  the  sou lso f  thesonsand daughters
o f  Ukra ine  who fe l l  v ic t im to  a  most  b ru ta l  reg ime.

Before  us  are  the  ear th ly  remains  o f  n ine  hundred and s ix ty
mar ty rs ,  awa i t ing  bur ia l .  Jus t  look  a t  these mass  graves l  They  have
a l ready  become the  l ina l  res t ing  p lace  fo r8 ,479 sons  and daughters
o f  Ukra ine ,  who were  exhumed f rom the  p i ts  in to  wh ich  they  were
t h r o w n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  g i v e n  a  C h r i s t i a n  b u r i a l .  l t  i s  d r e a d f u l
to  th ink  how many o f  these mass  graves  are  to  be  found on  the
s teppes and in  the  fo res ts  o f  S iber ia ,  So lovk i  and Ko lymal

Funeral of the NKVD victims in Vinnvtsia.
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. . .We had resolved to  erect  a  monument  on the s i te  o l  these
hal lowed graves.  Thanks to  your  generos i ty ,  the donat ions that
have  come in  have  a l ready  su rpassed  the  amoun t  needed  to
undertake such a project. Unfortunately, i t  is not to be. Nevertheless,
we  be l i eve  tha t  t he re  w i l l  come a  t ime  when  the re  w i l l  be  a  f i t t i ng
monument  on th is  s i te  in  honor  of  these martyrs ,  and that  prayers
wil l  be offered to God by visitors and passers-by for the repose of
the i r  r ighteous souls  '

f  he  uncove r ing  o f  t he  mass  g raves  i n  V rnny ts ia  came to  an  end
wi th the coming of  winter  and wi th  the advance of  the war  f ront .  To
th is  day,  there is  no marker ,  cross or  monument  to  mark the graves
of  the ihousands of  v ic t ims that  l ie  bur iecJ there. . . "

Despi te  the d is in fectants  that  were used,  thestenchof  corpses
permea ted  the  s i t e  and  the  su r round ing  a rea .

Dur ing  the  exhumat ion  o f  t he  bod ies ,  t he  p r i sone rs  who
per formed th is  job would f i rs t  remove the layer  of  decaying
c lo th ing  tha t  cove red  the  co rpses  and  hang  the  c lo thes  on  l i nes
stretched between the trees. People would come up and try to identi-
fy  ar t ic les of  c lo th ing that  be longed to members of  the i r  fami ly .
Soon,  however ,  the c lo th ing that  was st i l l  in  fa i r ly  good condi t ion
star ted to  d isappear .  (The f i rs t  pr ior i ty  o f  the l iv ing is  to  th ink of
h o w  t o  g o  o n  l i v i n g ) .  T h e  c l o t h e s  w e r e  s t o l e n  a t  n i g h t ,  t h e
underwear ,  sh i r ts ,  t rousers,  e tc .  would be c leaned and then so ld at
the bazaar .  To prevent  such thef ts ,  s igns were posted,  warn ing
t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n s  " w e r e  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  l a w "  a n d  t h a t  t h o s e
prosecuted would be "severe ly  penal ized."  This  measure proved
to be only  par t ia l ly  e f fect ive;  th ings s t i l l  d isappeared,  but  not  in
such quant i t ies as before.

The exhumat ion i tse l f  was awfu l .  The pr isoners would l i f t  a
corpse f rom the tangled heap of  corpses,  pass i t  on f rom hand to
hand,  and lay i t  out  on the grass.  They would check the pockets of
the c lo th ing for  documents or  ony other  ident i fy ing mater ia l ,  but
on the whole,  th is  y ie lded few resul ts .

The corpses that  were underneath the top layer  had to  be
extricated by using ropes. Two men would lower a rope into the
grave,  where other  workers made i t  in to  a s l ing wi th  which to  l i f t
the corpse to  ground level .  The bodies of ten came apar t  in  the
process of  be ing hois ted uP.

People walked around in  a daze amid the rows of  corpses and
the c lo th ing that  was le f t  to  dry  out  in  the open.  From t ime to t ime,
one would hear  the lament  of  someone who had recognized a
corpse or  a  p iece of  c lo th ing.  Those who had come here in  the
hope  o f  f i nd ing  members  o f  t he i r  f am i l y  cou ld  be  seen  bend ing
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over  each corpse,  the i r  faces anguished,  as they t r ied to  d iscern
the face of  a  loved one in  the remains of  b lackened sk in s t retched
t i gh t  ove r  t he  sku l l .

In  th is  t rag ic  scene,  the most  t rag ic  s ight  was that  o f  the
female corpses.  Most  o f  them were nude;  as a s ign of  respect ,
people would cover  them wi th rags or  someone would p ick a
wi ld f lower  and p lace i t  on the breast  o f  one or  another  of  these
martyrs.

People gathered at  the gravesi tes,  pray ing quie |y ,  wip ing
away tears;  f  rom t ime to t ime,  someone,  in  anguish,  would ut ter  an
awfu l  curse.  For  t ru ly ,  the ear th had opened up and hel l  had shown
its face!

RESULTS OF THE EXHUMATIONS AND THE INVESTIGATION

The uncover ing of  the graves and the genera l  invest igat ion in
which both the local  populat ion and people f  rom the outs ide took
par t ,  i nc lud ing  numerous  w i tnesses  as  we l l as  fo rens i c  spec ia l i s t s ,
yielded detai ls which provide a fair ly accurate picture of the
atroc i ty  commit ted in  Vinnyts ia  by the sov iet  occupiers.  The
f ind ings,  which have been compi led and are avai lab le in  severa l
publ icat ions,  speak for  themselves.  What  fo l lows is  an overv iew.
based on these f ind ings and on f i rs t -person accounts.

THE S ITES

As noted before, the mass graves were discoveretj at three
locat ions:  the orchard,  the o ld cemete ry ,and in  the so-cal led "park
of  cu l ture and recreat ion."

T h e  f  i r s t  m a s s  g r a v e s  w e r e  u n e a r t h e d  i n  t h e  w e s r e r n _
most  par t  o f  V innyts ia ,  in  the Dolynky orchard,  some two mi les
f rom the center  o f  town,  on the nor th s ide of  L i tynsky Street .

The orchard measured 60 x  1,000 meters.  The ground was
uneven,  overgrown wi th  f  ie ld  grass;  there were o ld f ru i t  t rees,  and
interspersed among them, young shrubs.

In  the winter  o f  1937-1938,  the orchard was taken over  by the
GPU -  NKVD. A three-meter-h igh fence was erected which
ef fect ive ly  h id  the area f  rom the v iew of  passers-by.  The publ ic  was
to ld that  the orchard would be used as grounds for  mi l i tary
manoeuv res ;  t o  t ha t  end ,  t he  NKVD wen t  so  fa ras  to  bu i l d  a  bunke r
on the premises.

Excavat ions in  the south sect ion of  the orchard led to  the

35



discovery of  a  p i t  f  i l led wi th  quick l ime.  Later ,  in  the winter  o t  1942-
1943,  the fence was taken down by the localauthor i t ies,  reveal ing
uneven areas in  the ter ra in .  A systemat ic  excavat ion of  the orchard
was under taken as a resul t  o f  the chance d iscovery of  a  few
corpses and in response to the rumors that were circulating
among  the  peop le .

The excavat ion y ie lded th i r ty- four  p i ts ,  f rom which 5 '644
c o r p s e s  w e r e  e x h u m e d .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  p i t s  w e r e  f  i l l e d  w i t h
documen ts ,  shoes ,  and  c lo th ing .  Each  p i t  measured  anywhere
f rom 2.5 x  3 to  2.8 x  5 meters.  out  o f  the tOta l  number of  mass
graves,  on ly  seven graves had fewer than a hundred corpses;
iwenty graves had f  rom one to two hundred corpses; the largest
numbe io f  co rpses  found  i n  any  one  g rave  was  284 .

The bodies in the pits were covered over by some two meters of
ea r th ;  w i th  the  excep t i on  o f  t h ree  o f  t he  g raves ,  a laye r  o f  c l o th ing
was found on top of  the corpses.  A l l  the graves were level  wi th  the
g  rou  nd .-  

As  the  thousands  o f  co rpses  were  be ing  exhumed  in  the
orchard,  mass graves were a lso uncovered -  on the basis  of
in format ion prov ided by the local  people -  a t  two other  locat tons,
the  o ld  cemete ry  and  the  Park .

The o ld cemetery was located on the south,  or  le f t ,  s ide of
L i tynsky Street ;  i t  was some 600 meters f  rom the center  o f  town.  In
1937-1938 ,  a  fence  had  been  cons t ruc ted  a round  the  g rounds  by
the  NKVD.  Ins ide ,  t he re  were  hedges  the  he igh t  o f  man  and  o ld
g raves ,  many  o f  wh ich  had  caved  i n .

Once  the  g rounds  had  been  c lea red  o f  t he  sh rubbery ,  one
cou ld  See  square  p lo t s  some 10 -15  cm. lower tha t  t he  l eve l  o f  t he
ground.  The excavat ion of  these areas to  a depth of  two meters

! i e tOeO a  l aye r  o f  c l o th ing ,  benea th  wh ich  were  found  l aye rs  o f
corpses.  For ty- two mass graves were d iscovered in  the cemetery,
and 2.405 corpses were exhumed.  The number of  corpses per
grave ranged f rom 50 to  147,  on ly  three s l tes had less than f i f ty
corpses.  ihenty-s ix  mass graves were d iscovered on s i tes where
the  ea r th  had  caved  i n ;  t he  res t  were  e i t he r  l eve lw i th  the  g round  o r
ef fect ive ly  "camouf laged"  by the o ld gravestones that  s tood over
them. In  one case,  a  mass grave was d iscovered beneath the grave
o f  an  NKVD commissa r ,  bu r ied  some t ime  ago  w i th  g rea t  pomp '

The mass graves in  the o ld cemetery were smal ler  than those
found in  the orchard.  They ranged f rom '1  x  2 meters to  2.5 x  4.5
meters in  sur face area.  The graves were dug to  a depth of  3-3.5
mete rs .  They  were  no t  spaced  ou t  i n  an  o rde r l y  f ash ion  and ,  g i ven

to sandy consis tency of  the so i l ,  were no longer  level  wi th  the
ground,  as was the case in  the orchard.
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Soon af ter  the uncover ing of  the mass graves in  the o ld
cemete ry ,  d igg ing  began  in  the  "pa rk  o f  cu l t u re  and  rec rea t i on , "
which l ies across the street f rom the cemetery. Excavations were
under taken  on  the  bas i s  o f  i n f  o rma t ion  supp l i ed  by  a  fo rmer  gua rd
o f  t he  pa rk .

The re  were  many  oak  t rees  and  va r ious  k inds  o f  bushes  i n  the
park,  and the ear th was covered wi th  grass.  The nor thwest  sect ion
o f  t he  pa rk  was  ad jacen t  t o  the  NKVD p r i son .  One  cou ld  ha rd l y
no t i ce  any  unevenness  i n  t he  te r ra in  he re .  Th i s  waS a t t r i bu ted  to
the  fac t  t ha t  once  the  a rea  had  been  conve r ted  i n to  a  pa rk ,  t he
g rounds  were  ma in ta ined  on  a  regu la r  bas i s .  Du r ing  the  war ,
vege tab les  had  a l so  been  p lan ted  i n  one  sec t i on  o f  t he  pa rk .

Th r r teen  mass  g raves  were  uncove red  rn  the  pa rk  and  1 '383
co rpses  were  unear thed  Each  o f  t he  mass  g raves  had  f rom 33  to
144  co rpses  A  dance  p la t fo r rn  had  been  cons t ruc ted  ove r  two  o f
the  mass  g raves ,  and  a  "house  o f  l augh te r "  ove r  ano the r  The
c r i m i n a l  r e g i m e  s a w  l o  i t  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  d a n c r n g  a n d  l a u g h t e r
ove r  t he  dead  bod tes  o f  f e l l ow  coun t r ymen ,  o f  members  o f  one ' s
{ a m i l y .

The  mass  g raves  i n  t he  pa rk  were  s im i l a r  i n  t he i r  d imens ions
to  those  i n  the  o rcha rd ;  on  the  ave rage ,  t hey  measured  2  5  x  3
mete rs  i n  su r face  a rea  and  3  me te rs  i n  dep th .  S i rn i l a r l y ,  as  a t  t he
o the r  s i t es ,  under  the  f i r s t  2  me te rs  o f  ea r th ,  t he re  was  a  l aye r  o f
c lo th ing  on  top  o f  t he  co rpses

T H E  C O N D I T I O N  O F  T H E  C O R P S E S  A N D  T H E  C L O T H I N G
U N E A R T H E D  A T  T H E  V A R I O U S  S I T E S

As  was  a l ready  men i i oned ,  t he  co rpses  and  the  c lo th ing  were
s imp ly  dumped  rn to  the  mass  g raves  Very  l i t t l e  c lo th ing  was
preserved;  most  o f  i t  had rot ted away.  In  some cases,  the c lo thes
were  bu rned ,  i n  o the r  cases ,  t hey  had  caugh t  f i r e  as  a  resu l t  o f
ma tches  o r  c iga re t te  bu t t s  t ha t  were  th rown  in to  the  g raves  by
those  who  were  cove r ing  them ove r .  The re  was  a l so  the  poss ib i l i t y
o f  spon taneous  combus t i on .

T h e r e  w e r e  n u m e r o u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
exhuming  the  co rpses .  I n  many  o f  t he  mass  g raves ,  espec ia l l y
those  i n  the  o rcha rd ,  t he re  was  a  l aye r  o f  qu i ck l ime  be tween  the
laye r  o f  c l o th ing  and  the  co rpses .  The  co rpses  were  p robab ly
cove red  w i th  i t  i n  o rde r  t o  k i l l  t he  s tench  o f  decompos ing  bod ies .
A f te r  a  number  o f  yea rs ,  t he  l ime  had  ha rdened ,  b ind ing  the
topmos t  l aye rs  o f  t he  co rpses  i n to  one  ca l c i f  i ed  mass ,  f  r om wh ich
i t  was  ha rd  to  ex t r i ca te  i nd i v idua l  bod ies .
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M a s s  g r a v e s  w h e r e  q u i c k l i m e  w a s  n o t  u s e d  p r e s e n t e d
di f ferent  problems.  The bodies had been thrown in to the graves
any which way.  Wi th the weight  o f  bodies bear ing down on other
bodies,  and the weight  o f  the two meters of  ear th that  covered
them, the corpses of ten formed one seemingly  ind is t inguishable
mass. Great care had to be used to extr icate them separately.
There was only  one mass grave where the corpses were la id  out  in
order ly  rows,  and that  was in  a large grave in  the orchard.  l t  is  hard
to say why th is  was so;  perhaps,  such order l iness can be at t r ibuted
to  the  fac t  t ha t  t h i s  was  the  f i r s t  o f  t he  many  mass  g raves ;
subsequent ly ,  a  more haphazard "system" of  d isposing of  the
bodies was resor ted to .

IDENTIF ICATION OF THE CORPSES

As ment ioned prev ious ly ,  a l l  the male corpses had the i r  hands
bound  beh ind  the i r  backs ,  somet imes ,  i n  two  p laces ;  some had
the i r  f ee t  bound  as  we l l .  The i r c lo theswere  t yp i ca l  o f  t he  k ind  worn
in  those  pa r t s  a t  t he  t ime .  Th i s  i nc luded  a  sh i r t ,  pan ts ,  and  a  j acke t ,
and somet imes,  underwear ,  and a vest .

Outof  the 169 female corpses that  were exhumed,  49 were
c o m p l e t e l y  n u d e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l
commiss ion,  these were a l l  women of  young age,  as were the
major i ty  o f  female corpses that  were c lad only  in  long sh i r ts .  This
sugges ted ,  and  was  l a te r  bo rne  ou t  i n  t es t imony ,  t ha t  t hese
women had been raped pr ior  to  being executed.  Only  the corpses
of  a  few o lder  women were found f  u l ly  c lo thed.  There were only  a
few cases where the female corpses were found wi th  the i r  hands
b o u n d .

Under  the c i rcumstances,  normal  ident i f icat ion proved to be
impossib le .  S ince ident i f  icat ion could not  be done on the basis  of
fac ia l  f ea tu res ,  i t  was  done  on  the  bas i s  o f  such  fac to rs  as
ana tomica l  anoma l ies ,  espec ia l l y  s igns  o f  ampu ta ted  ex t rem i t i es .
Repor ts  of  these appeared in  the local  press,  and in  th is  way f  i f teen
corpses were ident i f  ied.  At tent ion was a lso paid to  teeth and fa lse
teeth,  but  th is  d id  not  y ie ld  any s ign i f icant  resul ts  because at  the
t ime of  the exhumat ion,  none of  the dent is ts  who had pract iced
dur ing  the  pe r iod  i n  ques t i on  were  s t i l l  l i v i ng  i n  V inny ts ra .  l t  was
a lso  imposs ib le  to  make  any  i den t i f i ca t i on  on  the  bas i s  o f  ha i r
because i t  had undergone var ious chemical  t ransformat ions.  Thus
the major i ty  o f  the corpses were ident i f  ied by the c lo th ing and the
personal  documents that  were found on them'
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A p a r t  f  r o m  t h e  i d e n t i f  i c a t i o n  o f  c o r p s e s ,  t h e  m e d i c a l
commiss ion  worked  to  de te rm ine  the  age  o f  t he  v i c t ims  -  da ta
wh ich  cou ld  then  be  used  i n  the  j ud i c ia l  and  med ica l  i nves -
t i g a t i o n s .  W i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  m o d e r n  f o r e n s i c  m e t h o d s ,  i t  w a s
p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h  a  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  a g e  q u i t e
a c c u r a t e l y .  A p a r t  f r o m  a  g e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r p s e ,
specia l  a t tent ion was paid to  the teeth,  the ears,  and the condi t ion
o f  t he  fac ia l  sk in .

Inves t i ga t i on  a t  t he  th ree  s i t es  where  the  co rpses  were
uncove red  y ie lded  the  fo l l ow ing  i n fo rma t ion  rega rd ing  the  age  o f
the v ic t ims:  638 v ic t ims were between the age of  twenty and th i r ty ;
4 ,976 were between the age of  th i r ty  and for ty ;  and 1 ,366 were over
fo l ty  The major i ty  o f  the v ic t ims were males,  ranging in  age f  rom
thirty to forty years old.

THE CAUSES OF DEATH

Al l  o f  t he  exhumed  co rpses  showed  s igns  o f  hav ing  been  sho t ,
most  o f  them in the back of  the head.  The cause of  death could not
be determined only  in  those few cases where the corpse was
damaged in  the process of  be ing exhumed.  In  most  of  the cases,
bu l l e t s  were  found  s t i l l  embedded  in  the  sku l l s .  Many  bo re  s igns
ind i ca t i ng  tha t  more  than  one  bu l l e t  had  been  used :  6 ,360  v i c t ims
were shot  twice;  78 v ic t ims were shot  three t imes;  and two v ic t ims
were shot  four  t imes;  the remainder  were e i ther  shot  once,  or  the
number  o f  sho ts  cou ld  no t  be  de te rm ined .  Some o f  t he  sku l l s  were
ei ther  bashed in  or  showed s igns of  hav ing received severe b lows,
most  l ike ly ,  wi th  a p is to l .  Some of  the corpses had been shot  in  the
forehead or  in  the temple.  Others,  apar t  f rom having been shot  in
the back of  the head,  had the i r  mouths gagged;  s t i l l  o thers were
found  w i th  a  noose  a round  the i r  neck .

The medica l  commiss ion was able to  g ive qui te  an accurate
repor t  on the type of  shots that  were f  i red.  Not  a l l  o f  the shots were
fata l ,  especia l ly  those that  by-passed the bra in.  Many of  the shots
were of  the type that  could cause complete para lys is  but  would not
lead to  a loss of  consc iousness,  le t  a lone death.  l t  seems that  the
execut ioners were aware of  th is  because in  cer ta in  cases,  they
would admin is ter  severe b lows to the head in  order  to  f in ish the
person of f .  There were 395 corpses that  had had the i r  sku l ls
bashed  in .

Fur ther  examinat ion only  substant ia ted the c la im that  a
number of  corpses had been burred a l ive.  Ear th was found in  the
throats  and in test ines of  some of  the v ic t ims,  which must  have
been ingested af ter  they were bur ied in  the mass graves.
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ANALYSIS  OF THE BULLETS AND SHOTS F IRED

As is  customary,  forensic  specia l is ts  s tud ied the bul le ts  that
were  found  l odged  in  the  sku l l s  o f  t he  v i c t ims .

As we have seen,  many corpses were found wi th  bul le ts
lodged  in  the i r  sku l l s ,  and  even  though  the  bu l l e t s  were  de fo rmed
by the impact, the tabulation of the weight and the size of the bullet
ho le  i nd i ca ted  tha t  a  sma l l  ca l i be r  au tomat i c  handgun  was  the  t ype
of  weapon most  f requent ly  used.

A l l  t he  bu l l e t s  measured  l ess  then  6  mm.  i n  d iamete r .  Some o f
the bul le ts ,  e i ther  because of  the low explos ive force of  the gun
powder ,  o r  because  o f  m is f i r i ng ,  became lodged  in  the  neck  under
the  sk in ,  no t  even  pene t ra t i ng  to  the  bone .  These  bu l l e t s  were
found in tact ,  the i r  weight  corresponded to that  o f  the deformed
bu l l e t s .  They  measured  5 .6  mm.  i n  d iamete r ,  1 .2  cm.  i n  l eng th ;
they  we ighed  2 .50  gm.

Car t r i dge  cases  were  f  ound  on l y  i n  some o f  t he  g raves ,  among
the  c lo th ing .  On ly  i n  one  case  were  the  i nves t i ga to rs  ab le  to  make
ou t  t he  number  "T33"  on  the  bo t tom o f  t he  ca r t r i dge .

The  sma l l  number  o f  ca r t r i dges  tha t  were  found  a t  t he  s i t es
ind i ca ted  tha t ,  w i th  bu t  a  few  excep t i ons ,  t he  v i c t ims  were  no t
execu ted  a t  t he  s i t e  where  they  were  bu r ied .

Ano the r  f ac to r  wh ich  was  g i ven  due  cons ide ra t i on  was  the
d is tance  f  rom wh ich  the  weapon  had  been  f  i r ed .  Th i s  en ta i l ed  the
examina t i on  o f  t he  mark  l e f t  by  the  bu l l e t  as  i t  pene t ra ted  the  body .
Obv ious l y ,  t he  examina t i on  was  comp l i ca ted  by  fac to rs  such  as
the  l eng th  o f  t ime  the  co rpse  had  been  under  g round ;  none-
the less ,  i n  many  cases ,  i nves t i ga to rs  were  ab le  to  de te rm ine ,  on
the  bas i s  o f  t he  bu rns  on  the  sk in  and  the  bu rned  ou t  ho les  i n  t he
c lo th ing ,  t ha t  t he  sho ts  had  been  f i r ed  f rom c lose  range .  I n  some
cases ,  i t  was  poss ib le  to  de te rm ine  tha t  t he  gun  was  he ld  to  the
v i c t im 's  head .

THE MANNER AND THE PLACE OF EXECUTION

Forensic  examinat ion ind icated that  the execut ions were

carr ied out  by "exper ts" ,  and that  the v ic t ims,  wi th  few except ions,

were  no t  sho t  nea r  o r  i n  t he  bu r ia l  p i t s '
Genera l ly  speaking,  there were two types of  execut ion by

f  i r ing.  E i ther  ine 'but te t  i las f  i red at  the back of  the head at  such an

angt"e that  i t  would penetrate the cerebel lum, or ,  the v ic t im was

sn6t  in  the neck in  t l ' re  carot id  ar tery .  In  both cases the execut ions
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were done systematical ly. The method used probably depended
on the f i r ing capaci ty  of  the weapon used.

Fu r the r  examina t i on  i nd i ca ted  tha t  t he  v i c t ims  were  sho t  wh i l e
in  a  s tand ing  pos i t i on .  Aga in ,  t h i s  was  de te rm ined  on  the  bas i s  o f
the t ra jectory of  the bul le t .  Var ia t ions in  the angle at  which the shot
was f  i red were probably  due to  factors such as the v ic t im's  height
and  tha t  o f  t he  execu t i one r .  Many  o f  t he  v i c t ims  were  a l so  sho t  i n
t h e  t e m p l e ,  f o r e h e a d ,  o r  o r b i t a l  a r e a .  O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e
f i nd ings ,  t he  commiss ion  repo r ted  tha t  t he  v i c t ims  were  o f ten
f i n i shed  o f f  e i t he r  by  be ing  he ld  down  and  sho t ,  o r  sho t  as  they
were to t ter ing f rom the f i rs t  shots .  In  other  cases,  as ment ioned
ear l i e r ,  t he  sku l l  was  g i ven  a  b low  w i th  a  the  hand le  o f  a  gun .

As for  the p lace of  execut ion,  the repor ts  of  the commiss ion
concurred wi th  the accounts g iven by wi tnesses that ,  except  for  a
very few, the vict ims were not executed at the site of the burial. This
was conf i rmed by the absence of  car t r idges at  the s i tes.  The fact
that  few car t r idges were found,  and that  on ly  a few corpses were
found  on  top  o f  p i l es  o f  c lo th ing  benea th  wh ich  l ay  hundreds  o f
corpses,  ind icates that  on ly  a few v ic t ims were executed d i rec i ly  a t
the  bu r ia l  spo t .

These were probably  the corpses of  the men who were to
bu ry  the  v i c t ims .  The re  i s  specu la t i on  tha t  t he  NKVD commtssa rs
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Forensic expert pointing to typical wound in the back of the neck.
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executed them in order  to  get  r id  of  any wi tnesses,  and thus
min im ize  the  chances  o f  hav ing  the  c r ime  d i scove red .

The accounts g iven by re la t ives and the resul ts  of  the genera l
invest igat ion conducted by the cornmiss ion g ive reason to bel ieve
that  the execut ions were carr ied out  in  the yard of  the NKVD
b u i l d i n g .

On tne basis  of  the facts ,  the test imony of  wi tnesses and i ts
own  conc lus ions ,  t he  commiss ion  was  ab le  to  g i ve  a  de ta i l ed
repor t  o f  a  genocide unpara l le led in  h is tory  for  hav ing been
perpetrated in  peacet ime.

Members of  the in ternat ional  medica l  commiss ion were:  Dr .
Z e n o n  H e n t ,  B e l g i u m ;  D r .  M y c h a j l o w ,  S o f  i a ,  B u l g a r i a ;  D r '
P e z o n e n ,  H e l s i n k i ,  F i n l a n d ;  D r .  D u v u a r ,  P a r i s ,  F r a n c e ;  D r '
Kazzan iga ,  M i l an ,  l t a l y ;  D r .  Ju rak ,  Zag reb ,  C roa t i a ;  D r .  den
Poorten,  Amsterdam, Hol land;  Dr .  B i rk le ,  Bucharest ;  Romania;  Dr '
Chequis t ,  Stockholm,  Sweden;  Dr .  Kresek,  Brat is lava,  S lovakia;
and Dr .  Orsoz,  BudaPest ,  Hungary.

T H E  B I N D I N G  O F  H A N D S  A N D  T H E  G A G G I N G  O F  T H E
P R I S O N E R S

The s ight  o f  decomposed corpses was in  i tse l f  someth ing
awf u l ,  but  the fact  that  thousands of  these corpses had the i r  hands
bound  beh ind  the i r  backs  and  were  gagged ,  was  t ru l y  ho r r i b le .
On ly  the  fema le  co rpses ,  w i th  a  few  excep t i ons ,  d id  no t  have  the i r
hands  bound .

The  hands  were  bound  t i gh t l y  a t  t he  wr i s t s  w i th  a  co rd ,  as  a
resul t  o f  which the wr is t  would somet imes become detached f  rom
the rest  o f  the hand.  There were s igns that  ind icated that  such
b ind ing  mus t  have  been  ve ry  pa in f  u l .  The  co rd  used  fo r  b ind ing
the  hands  were  made  o f  l i nen ,  i t  was  6 -8  mm.  i n  d iamete r  and  1 .2 -
1 . 3  m .  i n  l e n g t h .

The  hands  o f  t he  v i c t im  were  b rough t  beh ind  h i s  back ,  t i ed
together  at  the wr is ts  by pass ing the cord around them twice; then
the two ends of  the cord were passed,  one f rom above and one
from below,  between the wr is ts ,  and t ight ly  drawn,  so that  each
hand was separate ly  secured in  a cuf f  .  l t  was impossib le  to  loosen
th is  knot .  There were a few cases where the v ic t ims a lso had the i r
hands bound at  the e lbows.  The same k ind of  cord was used,
except  that  i t  was longer .  The commiss ion was unable to  establ ish
the  reason  fo r  such  doub le  b ind ing .

Apar t  f  rom having the i r  hands bound,  twenty four  v ic t ims a lso
had their feet bound together. The feet were t ied above the ankles
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in  the same way as the hands and the e lbows.  The commiss ion
concluded that  the feet  must  have been bound before the v ic t ims
were taken out  to  be executed because the v ic t ims were able to
move only  by tak ing smal l  s teps.  Only  young men had the i r  feet
bound,  suggest ing that  th is  was done to prevent  the i r  escape.

some of  the v ic t ims were found wi th  a noose around the i r
neck.  The noose was drawn rather  t igh i ly ,  wi th  one end of  the cord
hanging loose,  but  in  these cases asphyxiat ion was not  the cause
ol  death;  ra ther ,  there were s igns ind icat ing that  the v ic t ims had
been shot  in  the back of  the head.

There were other  v ic t ims who,  apar t  f  rom having been shot  in
the back of  the head,  had been gagged.  One may just j f iabty
suppose that  they had been tor tured before being executed and
that  they were gagged in  order  to  muf f le  the i r  cr ies.

With such bindings were tied the hands of the victims behind their backs.

43



T I M E  O F  T H E  C R I M E

A p a r t  f r o m '  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  f  o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e

,nuur ih ing of  the mass graves and the test imony of  the wi tnesses '

which together  t r rn i inEO the basis  for  establ ish ing the probable

t i m e o f t h e m a s s m u r d e r s , t h e f o r e n s i c c o m m i s s i o n c o | | e c t e d
independent  data on in l  bas is  of  such factors as the condi t ion of

i r , "  "orpr"s .  The length of  t ime the v ic t ims had been bur ied could

ar io  ne determined 5y s tudy ing the shrubs that  were p lanted on

the s i tes of  the , " r i  graues.  
"An 

examinat ion of  the roots  and

b r a n c h e s s e r v e d t o i n o " i c a t e w h e t h e r t h e y h a d b e e n g r o w n f r o m
s e e d o r t r a n s p l a n t e O a n O i f t h e l a t t e r w a s t h e c a s e ' t h e n w h e n ' a n d
how long  they  been  g row ing  a t  t he  g rave  s i t e '

Taken  the  va r rou6  fac to rs  i n to  cons ide ra t i on ,  t he  commtss lon

concluded that  th ;  malor  par t  o f  the genocide in  Vinnyts ia  took

; i ; " ; ln  1g38,  at though the execut ions coutd have a l ready s tar ted

i n  1 9 3 7 .

on  the  bas i s  o f  t he  hea r ings  and  the  tes t imony  o f  re la t i ves  and

fr iends who were able to  ident i fy  the corpses,  i t  was determined
tha t  t he  v i c t rms  were  a r res ted  by  the  NKVD in  1937  and  ' 1938 .  The

NKVD f  requent ly  would not  not i fy  the fami ly .  unt r l  a . few days af ler
the arrest , 'asser i ing that  the persbn in  quest ion had been arrested

as  an  "enemy  o f  t he  peop le , "  sen tenced  to  ten  yea rs '  ex i l e  i n  a

d is tant  labor  camp,  and depr ived of  the r ight  to  correspond,
The  da tes  o i  t f ' e  a r res ts  cou ld  o f ten  be  de te r r "n ined  by

r e v i e w i n g  a v a i l a b l e  d o c u m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  r e - p o r t s  o f  t h e

NKVD ag ln ts  who  conduc ted  the  house  sea rches .  A t  t he  t ime  o f

the  sea rch ,  two  cop ies  o f  t he  repo r t  we re  made  ou t ;  one  was  g i ven

to  the  pe rson  a r res ted ,  and  the  o the r  copy  was  kep t  t n  gove rnmen t

f  i l es .  i he r  i n fo rma t ion  found  rn  these  repo r t s  concu r red  w i th  the

tes t imony  o f  t he  w i tnesses .

Re la t i ves  saw members  o f  t he i r  f am i l y  f o r  t he  l as t  t ime  a t  t he

t rme  o f  t he  a r res t ;  a f t e r  t ha t  t hey  had  no  news  f  rom them o r  abou t

them,  w i th  the  excep t i on  o f  t he  o f f i c i a l  no t i f i ca t i on  i ssued  by  the

NKVD tha t  t he  pe rson  i n  ques t i on  had  been  ex i l ed  to  a  d i s tan t

camp;  in  ef fect ,  th is  meant  that  the person had been.executed '
i t  *a .  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  acco rd ing  to  the  tes t imony  o f  w i tnesses ,

tha t  t he  NKVD began  to  sec re t l y  t ranspor t  t he  p r i sone rs  by  n igh t

f rom i ts  bu i ld ing t lo  tn"  so-cal led "of f - l imi t "  areas -  areas where

the mass graves were la ter  d iscovered '
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THE S ITE  OF THE EXECUTION AND OTHER DATA

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  t h e  e x e c u t i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e
cour t ya rd  o f  t he  NKVD bu i l d ing ,  i n  t he  sec t i on  nea r  the  ga rages .
The area in  f ront  o f  one garage was used forwashing cars;  i f  a lso
proved to be convenient  for  washino away b lood.

The motors of  the t rucks that  were to  t ranspor t  the corpses
wou ld  be  tu rned  on  du r ing  the  execu t i on  i n  o rde r  t o  mu f f l e  t he
shots that  were f i red.  Never theless,  there were wi tnesses who
heard  the  shoo t i ng .

The  poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  some o f  t he  execu t i ons  were  he ld  i n  t he
bu i l d ing  i t se l f  canno t  be  exc luded .  W i tnesses  tes t i f  i ed  tha t  some
o f  t he  p r i sone rs  were  b ru ta l l y  t o r tu red  du r ing  the  i n te r roga t i ons
Fur thermore,  the female corpses that  were unear thed were found
e i the r  nude  o r  c lad  i n  l ong  sh i r t s .  l t  was  es tab l i shed  tha t  t hese
women pr isoners had been raped and then executed in  the rooms
o f  t he  NKVD.

A  genera l  p i c tu re  o f  t he  f i na l  s tages  o f  t he  genoc ide  can  be
based 

-on 
the test imony of  wi tnesses,  as wel l  as on the log ica l

conc lus ions  tha t  can  be  d rawn  f  rom the  f  i nd ings  resu l t i ng  f  rom the
uncove r ing  o f  t he  mass  g raves .

dr

ffiffii' ffi

The surrounded by garages courtyard of the NKVD prison in Vinnytsia, in
which victims were executed
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The pr isoners who were about  to  be executed were sum-
moned f  rom thei r  ce l ls  and to ld  that  they were being t ranspor ted to
far-of f  camps.  They were to ld  to  take a long any belongings that
they may have had.  They le f t  the i r  ce l ls ,  not  knowing that  they
were being led to  the i r  death.  Thei r  hands were t ied e i ther  in  the
c o r r i d o r s  o r  i n  t h e  r o o m s .  T h e n  t h e y  w e r e  l e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e
c o u r t y a r d ,  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  w h e r e  t h e
t ranspor t  t rucks were wai t ing wi th  the i r  motors turned on.  The
pr isoners were executed one by one.  l f  one bul le t  d id  not  do the
job ,  a  second  o r  t h i rd  was  f  i r ed .  l f  t he  p r i sone r  co l l apsed ,  bu t  s t i l l
showed s igns or  l i fe ,  he was g iven a heavy b low wi th  the but t  o f  a
r i f le  or  the handle of  a  p is to l  to  f in ish h im of f .

The  b lood ied  v i c t ims  were  th rown  in to  the  t rucks ;  t he i r  ex t ra
c loth ing and other  meager  belongings were thrown in  on top of
them. They were taken to  the "of f - l imi t "  areas,  where they were
dumped  in to  the  recen t l y  dug  p i t s .  The  NKVD wou ld  then  k i l l t hose
who dug the mass graves and those who drove the t ranspor t
t rucks,  and throw them into the p i ts  a long wi th  the other  v ic t ims
Only then were the p i ts  covered over  wi th  ear th.

The excavat ion of  the three p i ts  a t  the f  i rs t  s i te  y ie lded noth ing
but  c lo th ing,  footwear ,  and personal  documents.  These i tems
belonged to the v ic t ims but  were conf iscated whi le  they were in
pr ison,  and kept  in  the pr ison warehouse.  These belongings had to
be dest royed a long wi th  the murdered people in  order  not  to  evoke
susp ic ion  among  the  regu la r  emp loyees  o f  t he  p t i son .

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R  T H E  C R I M E

Al l  the documented facts ,  f  ind ings and test imony of  wi tnesses
point  to  the fact  that  i t  was the NKVD, the People 's  Commissar ia t
for  In ternal  Af fa i rs  that  perpetrated the genocide in  Vinnyts ia .  To
recapi tu la te,  th is  is  substant ia ted by the fo l lowing facts :

1.  Those found in  the mass graves in  Vinnyts ia  had been
arrested by NKVD agents in  1937 and '1938.

2.  Those arrested were taken to  the NKVD pr ison in  Vinnyts ia
or  to  the NKVD sect ion of  the local  pr ison.

3.  A few days af ter  the arrest ,  the NKVD informed the fami ly
that  the pr isoner  had been ex i led " to  a d is tant  camp,  wi thout  the
r ight  to  correspond."

4.  There were cases where the NKVD impl ied that  the fami ly
would never again see the person who was arrested. (These cases
were brought  up dur ing the hear ings) .
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5.  The "of f - l imi t "  areas,  which were guarded by the NKVD,
were establ ished in  Vinnyts ia  at  the t ime of  the mass arrests  and of
ta lk  by the NKVD of  hav ing the pr isoners ex i led to  " far -of f  camps."

6.  Repor ts  on the house searches that  were conducted by the
NKVD,found at  the excavat ion s i tes and on the corpses,  concur
wi th  the dates of  the arrests .

MOTIVES FOR THE CRIME

What  could poss ib ly  have been the mot ive for the holocaust  in
Vinnyts ia? The invest igat ion of  the mat ter  le f t  no doubt  that  the
v i c t ims  were  no t  gu i l t y  o f  any  c r imes ,  c r im ina l  o r  po l i t i ca l .  The i r
fami l ies were unable to  comprehend the reason for  the i r  ar rest  and
subsequen t  execu t i on .  The  on l y  exp lana t i on  g i ven  by  the  NKVD a t
the t ime of  the arrest  was that  the person was an "enemy of  the
people,"  but  nobody ever  bothered to  speci fy  what  th is  meant
and how i t  was mani fested.

In  most  of  the cases,  there actual ly  were no even vaguely
p laus ib le  grounds for  ar rest ;  any charge would do,  no marter  how
tr iv ia l ,  i r re levant  or  fabr icated.  From the repor ts ,  one learns that

"lncriminating evidence", on grounds of which victims were arrested and
executed.

1
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people were arrested f  or  such th ings as being held responsib le for
the s ickness of  a  horse in  the ko lkhoz,  for  hav ing chat tged jobs
wi thout  proper  author izat ion,  for  se l l ing rot ten produce at  the
market ,  e tc .  ln  many cases,  suf f ic ient  grounds for  ar rest  were that
a search turn up a postcard f rom re lat ives in  Poland,  Amer ica,  or
some other  country .  From the test imony of  wi tnesses,  i t  is  c lear
that  ar rests  were very of ten made on the basis  of  denunciat ions,
f raquen t l y  anonymous  ones .  Th i s  p rac t i ce  was  qu i te  common in
the sov iet  Union.  The denunciator  was of ten mot ivated by the
hope of  get t ing the apar tment  of  the arrested ind iv idual .

'Among  the  v i c t ims  found  i n  the  mass  g raves  o f  V inny ts ia  the re
were many who came to th is  end because of  the i r  re l ig ious
convic t ions.  Records show that  there were at  least  th i r ty  pr iests
among  the  v i c t ims ,  a l t hough  on l y  fou r  were  i den t i f i ed .  I n  1938 ,
sevenieen former pr iests ,  who were work ing as lumber jacks at  the
t ime ,  were  a r res ted  i n  t he  v i l l age  o f  Ka lyn i vka  a lone .  One  o f  t he
arrested pr iests  was la ter  found among the corpses in  Vinnyts ia ,
thus one can suspect  that  the other  pr iests  were a lso executed
there.

T l te  execut ion of  a  large number of  pr iests  and the arrest  o f
people because of  the i r  re l ig ious convrct ionS was a lso at tested by
ihe numerous re l ig ious ar t ic les -  crosses,prayer  books,  and even
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church  ves tmen ts  tha t  were  found  i n  the  mass  g raves .  Acco rd ing
to  tes t imony ,  i n  t he  v i l l age  o f  Losna  a lone ,  i n  t he  U l i an i v  d i s t r i c t ,
n ine teen ,  peop le  were  a r res ted  fo r  be long ing  to  an  underg rouno
par i sh .  some o f  t hem were  l a te r  f ound  i n  the  mass  e raves  i n
V in  ny ts ia .

The  i nves t i ga t i on  and  f i nd ings  d id  no t  come up  w i th  a  s ing le
case  wh ich ,  i n  any  c i v i l i zed  coun t r y ,  wou ld  war ran t  a r res t  and
in te r roga t i on  by  the  po l i ce ,  l e t  a lone  the  dea th  pena l t y .  The  fac t
tha t  a l l  t he  v i c t ims  were  sec re i l y  execu ted  and  bu r ied  i s i nd i ca t i on
enough  tha t  t he  NKVD was  unab le  to  come up  w i th  cha rges  wh ich
would have stood up in  a cour t  o f  law.

T H E  F U R T H E R  P E R P E T R A T I O N  O F  T H E  G E N O C I D E

wha t  became o f  t he  mass  g raves  and  the  peopre  o f  V inny ts ia
wr th  the  re tu rn  o f  t he  Bo lshev i ks  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  1944?

T ime  and  c i r cums tances  d id  no t  a l l ow  fo r  t ho rouqh  resea rch
o f  t h i s  ques t i on .  obv ious l y ,  i t  wou ld  be  f  u r t i l e ,  no t  

" t o  
men t ion

imposs ib le ,  t o  go  and  l ook  fo r  any  s igns  o f  t he  genoc ide  o r  i t s
a f te rma th  i n  V inny ts ia  i t se l f  t oday .  As  to  those  who  w i tnessed  the
u n c o v e r i n g  o f  t h e  m a s s  g r a v e s  i n  1 g 4 3 ,  o n l y  a  f e w  a r e  s t i l l a l i v e  B u t
f  u r the r  work  i n  t h i s  a rea  by  f  u tu re  resea rche rs  i s  bound  to  come up
w i t h  m a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  d o c u m e n t s  w h r c h  w i i t  h e i p  r o u n d  o u t  t h e
p r c t u r e  o f  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  c r i m e .

T h e  J u l y  1 2 ,  1 9 5 0  i s s u e  o f  t h e  U k r a i n i a n - l a n g u a q e  d a i l y
newspaper  Svoboda,  publ ished in  Jersey Ci ty ,  carr ied an ar t ic le
about  what  happened to the mass graves and the people of
Vinnyts ia  af ter  the return of  the Bolsheviks in  1944.  The source for
the ar t ic le  is  not  g iven,  but  a t  the t ime,  Svoboda had a secret
co r responden t  beh ind  the  l ron  Cur ta in ,  and  i t  i s  poss ib le  tha t  he
was the source of  the in format ion -  which for  obv ious reasons
cou ld  no t  bemen t ioned  a t  t he  t ime .  The  fo l l ow ing  i s  an  exce rp t
f rom the ar t ic le ,  which was t i t led,  "Mass graves in  Vinnyts ia  are
o n c e  a g a i n  f i l l e d  w i t h  U k r a i n i a n  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  B o l s h e v i k
genoc ide . "

what became of  the mass graves and the people of  Vinnyts ia wi th the return
o f  t he  Bo l shev i ks?  on  the  bas i s  o f  au then t i ca ted  and  ve r i f r ab le  t es t imony  g i ven
by eyewi tnesses,  i t  is  c lear  that  the mass graves that  were unearthed in 1g43 were
once  aga in  f i l l ed  w i t h  Uk ra in ian  v i c t ims  o f  a  genoc ide  pe rpe t ra ted  by  t he
Bo lshev i ks .

O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t e s t r m o n y  b y  e y e w i t n e s s e s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h a s  b e e n
es tab l i shed :  V inny ts ia  was  once  aga in  occup ied  by  sov ie t  t r oops  on  March  20 ,
1944 .  Th ree  days  l a te r ,  on  March  23 ,  an  o rde r  was  i ssued .  summon ino  the  peoo le
o f  V inny ts ia  t o  come  w i th  t he i r  passpo r t s  t o  t he  l oca l  pa rk  so  t ha t  a  sp -eoa t  rev iew
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c o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  A  f e w  t h o u s a n d  f  r i g h t e n e d  p e o p l e  s h o w e d

u p .  M a n y  w o m e n  w e r e  v i s i b l y  p e r t u r b e d ,  g i v i n g  i n  t o  f o r e b o d i n g s  o f  y e t  a n o t h e r

m i s f o r t u n e .  F i n a l l y ,  a  c a r  w i t h  m e n  i n  M V D  u n i f o r m s  p u l l e d  u p .  T h e n  C o m m i s s a r

R a p a p o r t ,  p o i n t i n g  a t  t h e  d i t c h e s  f  r o m  w h i c h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c o r p s e s  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e

e x e c u t t o n s  o f  1 9 3 7 - 1 9 3 8 ,  h a d  b e e n  e x h u m e d  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  a s k e d ,  
" W h a t  h a p p e n e d

h e r e ? "  N o  o n e  a n s w e r e d .  R a p a p o r t  r e p e a t e d  h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a d d i n g ,  
" S o  y o u

r e m a i n  s r l e n t ,  y o u  t r a i t o r s  o f  t h e  f  a t h e r l a n d !  Y o u  h a d  b e t t e r  s p e a k  u p .  y o u  G e r m a n

l a c k e y s :  w h i c h  o f  y o u  f  o u n d  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  f a r n i l y  h e r e ? "  T h e s e  j e e r s  m e t  w t t h  n o

r e s p o n s e ;  n o  o n e  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  e n d a n g e r  h i s  l i f e  b y  r e s p o n d i n g . T h e  c o m m r s s a r

t h e n  o r d e r e d  t h e  t r o o p s  t o  e n c i r c l e  t h e  t h r o n g ,  h e  h i m s e l f  d r o v e  o f f  t o  t o w n  T h e

p e o p l e  w e r e  k e p t  i n  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  u n b e a r a b l e  t e n s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o {  t h e  d a y :

m a n y  p r a y e d .  f e a r i n g  t h e  w o r s t .  T o w a r d s  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  c o m m i s s a r  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a

l o n g  I i S t  o l  n a m e s  M o s t  o f  t h e  n a m e s  t h a t  h e  c a l l e d  o u t  w e r e  t h o s e  o f  w o m e n

S o m e  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  s t e p p e d  f  o r w a r d  T h e s e  u n f o r t u n a t e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d

o n c e  c o m e  h e r e  I n  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r  f a m i l y  a n d  r e l a t i v e s ,  n o w f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s

s i a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  g r a v e s i t e s  T h e  c o m m i s s a r  h a d  t h e  f  i r i n g  s q u a d  c a l l e d  a n d  g a v e

i t  t h e  f o i l o w i n g  c o m m a n d .  
" T h e s e  a r e  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t r a i t o r s  o 1

the  f  a ther land.  F i re l "  B  lood ied  bod ies  fe l l  in to  the  d  i t ches  tha t  had become,  fo r  the

s e c o n d  t i m e  n o w .  g r a v e s  f o r  t h e  i n n o c e n t  U k r a i n i a n  v i c t r m s  c f  S o v i e t  R u s s i a n

occuo iers  The res t  o f  the  peop le  were  dr iven  down L i tynsky  St ree t  under  the

a r m e d  g u a r d .  I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s a r ,  t h e y  w e r e  " b e i n g  s e n t  t o  t h e  f  r o n t  t o

d o  p e n i n c e  f o r  t h e i r  s i n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a t h e r l a n d . "  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  m e n ,  s e n t

i n t o  b a t t l e  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n a r m e d ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  G e r m a n  f i r e  n e a r  t h e  t o w n s  o f

D e r z h a n y ,  L e t y c h e v .  M e s z y b o z h a  a n d  K a m y a n e t s '  P o d i l s ' k y i '

F R O M  T H E  P E R S P E C T I V E  O F  T I M E

Fi f ty  years have passed s ince the t ime of  the holocaust ,
pe rpe t ra ted  by  the  Sov ie t  reg ime  aga ins t  t he  Uk ra in ian  peop le ,
when in  Vinnyts ia  " the ear th opened up and revealed hel l . "

C lea r l y ,  V inny ts ia  i s  by  no  means  the  on l y  symbo l  o f  t ha t
t e r r i b l e  e p o c h  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  t w o  t o t a l i t a r i a n - d i c t a t o r i a l
sys te rns ,  Sov ie t  Commun ism and  German  Naz ism,  made  the i r
i n f a m o u s  m a r k  o f  g e n o c i d e .  T h e  N a z i  c r i m e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n -
vest igated and documented in ternat ional ly  for  poster i ty  by the
Nuremberg Tr ia ls .  Some of  the count less cr imes perpetrated by
the  Commun is t  reg ime  under  S ta l i n ' s  d i c ta to rsh ip  were  con -
demned  by  h i s  own  "adv i se rs "  and  henchman  a f te r  h i s  dea th .

Why  i s  i t  t ha t  V inny ts ia  i s  neve r  men t ioned?  Why  i s  i t  t ha t  a t
p resen t ,  many  yea rs  a f te r  t hese  awfu l c r imes ,  UNESCO sponsors
a n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  L e n i n ,  h a i l i n g  h i m  a s  a  " g r e a t

human is t , "  when  ac tua l l y  he  was  the  sou rce  o f  i nsp i ra t i on  fo r
these b loody cr imes.  How is  i t  that  representat ives of  the system
wh ich  pe rpe t ra ted  and  i s  respons ib le  fo r  t he  genoc ide  o f  wh ich
Vinnyts ia  represents only  a smal l  par t  are today received as
pa r tne rs  i n  i n te rna t i ona l  nego t i a t i ons ,  even  by  the  Va t i can?  l n  the
words of  Patr iarch Josyf  S l ipy j  a t  the synod of  b ishops held in
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October ,  '1971,  "Not  on ly  do these people choose to ignore the
count less corpses and the r ivers of  b lood that  were shed,"  in
sac r i f  i ce  by  the  Uk ra in ian  na t i on ,  bu t  f o r  t he  sake  o f  "d ip lomacy , "
they prevent  others f rom seeing the t ru th and speaking out .

O t h e r  n a t i o n s  h a v e  t h e i r  r e a s o n s ,  b e  t h e y  m o r e  o r  l e s s
jus t i f i ab le  i n  t he i r  v i ew ,  f o r  ac t i ng  as  they  do .  Bu t  Uk ra in ians
can never  forget  v innyts ia ,  as they can never  forget  the Great
F a m i n e  o f  1 9 3 2 - 1 9 3 3 ,  i n  w h i c h  m i l l i o n s  p e r i s h e d ,  a n d  a l l t h e  o t h e r
genoc ida l  c r imes  aga ins t  t he  Uk ra in ian  peop le .  V inny ts ia  mus t
never  be forgot ten!
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