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Preface

The Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians, which was held in Winnipeg ’
in June, 1943, was an event of historical significance in the life of the multi-
thousand Ukrainian settlers of Canada . . . an event which will most assuredly
affect the formative growth of the Canadian nation in its social, political and
cultural aspects.

This First Congress of Ukrainian Canadians was made possible through
the co-ordinated efforts of the members of the Canadian Ukrainian Committee.
This Committee represents five Ukrainian national organizations of Dominion-
wide significance: the Brotherhood of Ukrainian Catholics of Canada, the
_Ukrainian Self-Reliance League, the Ukrainian National Federation, the United
Hetman Organizations, and the League of Ukrainian Labor Organizations. In
its constitution, the Ukrainian Canadian Committee assigned to itself two main
fields of endeavor: (1) To give Canada every assistance both during the war
period as well as during the post-war reconstruction period; (2) On the basis of
Canadian citizenship, to explain and to interpret the problems facing the Ukrain-
ians both in Canada and in Europe.

It is not to be wondered that these two fundamental principles which under-
lie the activities of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee formed the bases for
the deliberations and the discussions of the First Congress of Ukrainian Can-
adians. The Congress not only analyzed clearly and explained in critical
perspective the life, and the past and present accomplishments of the Ukrainian
settlers in Canada; but, what is more important, it mappcd out the main pathways
for what is to be accomplished in the future.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress was convened amidst the unparalleled
enthusiasm of over 600 delegates, who had assembled in Winnipeg from all
over Canada. The Congress program consisted of three full days of deliber-
ations and discussions which were marked by an atmosphere of extraordinarv
seriousness and good-will; and although the delegates and guests present came
from widely separated localities and were therefore almost relative strangers,
they experienced such powerful and sincere emotiona! feelings that every par-
ticipant was loath to leave the spacious halls of the Royal Alexandra Hotel
where the Congress was held, even though it was late in the night and the
banquet which had officially closed the Congress was long over.

What was the First Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians?

It has already been pointed out above that the First Congress of the
Ukrainian Canadians is for us an important event,—an event which will have
historically-significant effects upon the life of the Ukrainians who have scttled
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in this new and spacious land. If we wished to give a clearer and a more
accurate description of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, then it would not
suffice to present a portrayal of the various speakers—it would not suffice to
marvel at the excellence of the addresses delivered—-at their rhetorical eloquence
and their depth of thought. Nor can the Congress be adequately portrayed merely
by a simple description of the representatives and the guests who were present.

Although the external form of the Congress was beautiful and majestic,
yet beyond its external manifestations there was something greater and much
more valuable.

The hearts, the feelings, and the thoughts of those present transcended the
external manifestations of the Congress—they embraced the many thousands
of Ukrainians in Canada, they seemed to contact every individual of the many
millions of members which constitute the Ukrainian nation; and through their
greetings, their congratulations and their applause, the Ukrainians present
emphasized the undaunted will of their co-brothers living in Canada and else-
where to live a free and independent life on a basis of just equality with the
other nations of the world. Emanating out of the external manifestations of the
Congress, those of us who were present felt that slowly but majestically,—
seemingly from the very innermost depths of the Ukrainian mother lands, and
from the prayers, the endeavors and the sacrifices of numberless generations,
we were receiving our beauty and our strength. We seemed to be witnesses
of the birth of a new belief in the future progress of our members, and this
belief seemed to be crowned by our love of the Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.
We seemed to hear an age-old and yet an ever-new melody embracing us all,
capturing our feelings in their entirety, and welding the Ukrainians scattered
across Canada into the one and only multi-thousand choir of the Ukrainian
Canadians. Bevond the external manifestations of the Congress, individual
faces seemed to vanish and individual persons disappeared, just as individual
voices merge and blend in the mighty chords of a choir. We seemed only to see
eyes, challengingly-bright eyes, announcing that in these days of world tragedy
the Ukrainian Canadians were on the threshold of a great and historical change.

Emanating out of the external manifestations of the Congress there radiated
across the extensive prairies of Canada a new creative spirit of the Ukrainian
Canadians, and the echo of this creative spirit was heard not only in each of
our larger and smaller communities, but what was more, it reverberated with
a mighty resonance even on the walls of Kremlin in far-off Moscow. Excellent
evidence of this new creative spirit among the Ukrainian Canadians was apparent
in their unprecedented consciousness, discipline, and solidarity.

Although we seemed externally peaceful, yet within our hearts and minds
we were experiencing the greatest kind of evolution . . . an evolution which was
legalized by the confidence of our people . . . an evolution which finally and irre-
vocably removed everything which in itself was already broken and useless . . .
an evolution which called to the forefront of our endeavors that which everywhere
and always is great and holy. This internal rehabilitation of the Ukrainian
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Canadians brought to us not merely a re-arrangement and a new aspect to the
life of a united people, but, through the convening of the Congress, this new
change finally received its official recognition.

The First Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians, held in June, 1943, is the
dedication of our people to a peaceful and an honest life . . . our contract to
continuous and strenuous labor which cannot be consummated amidst dissen-
sions and perpetual strife.

Nowhere and at no time did anyone witness the successful achievement of
any co-operative endeavor if the efforts of those concerned were not based upon
the mutual respect for all who were participating. f once and for all time
we Ukiainian Canadians have decided to safeguard our unity, if we intend to
constantly labor towards that end, and if we hope to extend and to strengthen
these endeavors, then we must understand that such a mustering of our efforts
shall not permit their being utilized in such a manner that it could be
possible for one or more groups to labor against the interests of any other
group or groups taking active part. At the outset we have been convinced that
either the future of the Ukrainian Canadians and their participation in Can-
adian life would be based upon factual national unity of purposes and ideals,
or Ukrainian Canadians, as such, must perish. And this new life which has
been initiated by the First Ukrainian Canadian Congress we would like to build
upon the unity of the many thousands of Ukrainian Canadians who are prepared
to safeguard such a unity with their thinking minds and their laboring hands.

Our labors in this regard should manifest to all that our life does not depend
upon force or upon bayonets,—rather does it draw sustenance from the inner-
most recesses of our hearts, living deeply-rooted in our people from whom it
derives its strength, and with whom and for whom it acts and labors.

During the period of the organization of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee,
during our preparations for the Congress, and especially before the convocation
of the Congress, there were many who doubted the wisdom of holding a con-
gress and asked somewhat dubiously: What is all this for? Could not other
means be taken to influence matters of Ukrainian concern in Canada and eventu-
ally to have some effect upon matters of Ukrainian concern outside of Canada?
Was it not possible to attain the same ends through tie assistance of the exist-
ing organizations and their form of public action? The First Congress of the
Ukrainian Canadians, which was held in Winnipeg in June, 1943, answers these
questions with a most emphatic “No!”

Wherever they live, and that is true even of Canada, the Ukrainians experi-
ence more unfavorable and more unfortunate circumstances of life than any
other single people in the world. We have here a people to whom God’s Provi-
dence has granted extraordinary abilities . . . a people full of endurance, per-
severance and industry,—and yet, a people who are disunited either through
their own fault or perhaps without fault. On the soil which till this very day they
have been fertilizing with their sweat and their blood, these people endure primi-
tive privations, suffer constantly from wilful discrimination, and are given no
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recognition for their labors and their sacrifices; nevertheless, these same people,
as a whole, constantly demonstrate their passionate desire for cultural growth
and for a more equitable standard of living.

What does this mean? What does it mean that we Ukrainian Canadians
are losing ownership of the lands which we first tilled . . . that we are veritably
dissolving amidst the miscellany of Canadian life, and that in our endeavors to
find a livelihood we have to foresake all that is great and holy for any other
people? What does it mean when we, Canadian Ukrainians, find that we com-
pare unfavorably with the positions of other peoples who have for years been
enjoying their independent political and cultural lives, and who today, at a time
of crisis for all humanity, are laying the greatest stress on the moral strength
and the unity of their nation, sparing neither effort nor sacrifice of wealth and
blood in order to safeguard this unity, knowing that the unity of every nation is
the ultimate force which in the end will decide the fate of the people for
generations yet to come?

And if the other nations which are more fortunate than we spare neither
effort nor labor to achieve national homogeneity, if they do not begrudge sacrifices
of wealth and blood to safeguard national unity . . . and if, by these means, they
hope to guarantee their own future and the ultimate fate of their children .
then it is equally important for the Ukrainians as a whole, and for the Ukrainian
Canadians in particular, to understand the necessity for the changes which are
taking place within our ranks, so that through united efforts and general self-
respect we may solve those problems which our present environment is forcing
upon us for adequate solution.

If the Ukrainian Canadians are to understand the importance of this First
Congress, they must go through a process of self re-education, and unto their
own beliefs they must add a belief in their own worth and in their own self.
responsibility. As long as each of us sees only himself, then so long does he
exist merely on the limited strength of his own individual efforts. The Congress
of the Ukrainian Canadians clearly points out to us one very important truth:
You are not alone; you need not attempt to solve any particular problem with
your own individual strength and through your own individual will. No, you
are only one of hundreds of thousands. Your will is merely a fraction of the
concerted will of hundreds of thousands of other individuals of your people.
When you feel that your will must bow before some very difficult or crucial
problem, then remember that more powerful than your individual will is the
will at least of those who participated at the Congress. This group of people
may be able to solve problems which you, because of doubt or hesitation, may
not have the courage to solve. The community at large can always solve co-
operatively what you are unable to do alone.

Co-operative or communal efforts should preoccupy every Ukrainian
Canadian. We must emerge from our concealment and we must enter unto the
wider fields of public endeavor: mass assemblies, public pronouncements, public
manifestations, general appeals,—these are examples ot the activities of a united
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people. At a time like this, each one of us should, deep in his or her heart, be
conscious of the lesson which the Congress has taught us:— -Now I do not stand
alone as 1 face the fate of my people, for supporting me are hundreds of thou-
sands of disciplined and enlightened citizens. 1 am only a single unit amongst
them. Individually, we might be weak; but united we shall be indeflectable.

The Congress of Ukrainian Canadians, by indicating certain plans of action
for the future, urgently requests us look to the unity of our people. This unity
is the prerequisite for removing all our national inadequacies and doubts, so that
during this world crisis we might be able to lead our people in a successful
struggle for a finer existence and a more auspicious future.

Here exactly is the specific field of activity for all . . . to assist in the greatest
concentration of the will of Ukrainian Canadians, to direct the energy of this
. combined will unto the great public problems requiring solution, and to attack
these problems with one concerted determination and one plan of action. We
all know that even the greatest genius can do nothing if for the consummation
of his plans he has not at his disposal the necessary instruments. It is but the
ignorant who permit themselves to think that one person may do all, even though
he may have been able to gain the hearts and the confidence of others. Only
through the unified solidarity of a people can an attempt be made to solve the
great problems of human life.

In Egypt one can still find nearly intact numerous pyramids. Many
were built well over 4,000 years ago. The leaders who had ordered these
built knew well why they had given these commands. Upon these gigantic
common efforts developed a culture 4,000 years old. When the First Congress
of Ukrainian Canadians indicated the great problems which the Ukrainian Can-
adians were to solve through common efforts both now during the war and in
the post-war period, then we all knew well why this had been done. Only such
great undertakings can educate a people in the feelings of unity, stability and
character; only such great feelings can satisfy a people deep in its heart. Indivi-
dually, each of us must be able to look up to the monumental achievements of com-
mon enterprise, for with no deeply-rooted faith and love for one’s people one may
be subject to vacillations closely akin to the tremblings of a blade of grass in
an open field. Common undertakings must always be great, because they are
purposely made so. Such undertakings are difficult but beautiful. For the
successful consummation of any great effort, internal peace and tranquility of
a people is an imperative prerequisite. It was evident from the proceedings at
the Congress that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee is educating its people
along these lines.

Through the organization of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee we have
divested ourselves of everything which might have inveigled us into inter-
organization or inter-group arguments. Yet, even today, emerging out of some
hidden recesses of public opinion . . . from the right or from the left . . . we come
face to face with narrow-minded ideologies of our sad past, half-doubtfully and
somewhat hesitatingly asking: “Are you really going to be able to carry to a
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successful conclusion this marvel of unity amongst the Ukrainian Canadians?
Are you actually going to do away with all their differences?” To these questions
the Congress of Ukrainian Canadians gives only one reply: The marvel of
unity which we achieved from 1936 until today . . . from which time the
prominent men of our national organizations constantly worked in Winnipeg,
in Saskatoon, and in Edmonton in order to effect the unification of all the
Ukrainians living in Canada . . . this marvel is much greater than the marvel
which we have yet to perform through our common endeavors for our people
in Canada and elsewhere.

Who can doubt us when we claim that we, Ukrainian Canadians, have taken
a great step forward? Who can contradict us when we say that today’s picture
of our public life . . . with its orderliness, its mutual respect, and the absence of
trivial ambitions  and suspicions . . . differs greatly from the chaotic hustle and
bustle of by-gone days?

Tkis great, internal, psychological regeneration amongst the Ukrainian Can-
adians automatically obliges us to consider the problems of our youth. If it
were pessible for those of us who are older to eliminate misunderstandings {rom
the midst of the very people who were themselves involved in them, then surely
it will be a much simpler matter to bring understanding and order among youth
which has not yet experienced any serious dissensions.

Our spirit of unity and understanding must never be allowed to be lulled
into oblivious sleep. A new generation of leaders is undoubtedly arising. Let
there be no doubts about that. When God’s will shall require us to leave this
earth, then our places will be taken by our younger generation; nor do I believe
that there will ever recur another period similar to that sad time experienced
in the past when “group fought group” and thereby prepared a grave for the very
people they hoped to save. The new generation of Ukrainian Canadians must
emerge strong and resolute, full of faith, industry, sacrifice and well-founded
hopes.

When at their First Congress the Ukrainian Canadians brought these great
ideals to the attention of the bulk of our people, they understood that the pre-
requisite for their realization was internal harmony among the people; but they
all realized, furthermore, that the fulfilment of these ideals would also necessitate
external peace.

By external peace is meant the harmonious concord of the Ukrainian Can-
adians with the other co-citizens of our land. Obviously we Ukrainians have
differences with others; but, we have strained relationships with no one.
However, an absence of misunderstanding certainly does not mean that every-
thing is in order in Canada. We educate our Ukrainians living in Canada to
live up to the highest ideals of intelligent and active citizenship; we ask them
not only to enjoy their rights but to fulfil their duties, not only to expect privi-
leges but to assume responsibilities. Unfartunately, in their noble efforts as
Canadian citizens, the Ukrainians are being unduly hindered by prejudices . .
as if we were a less-desirable and a less-valuable element in the population of
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Canada. Generally, that which among all other ethnic groups is considered to
be beautiful, patriotic and worthy is regarded by certain elements of public
opinion as being less worthy, useless, or even harmful when practised by the
Ukrainian Canadians. Although they possess all the required qualifications,
despite the moral stability of their characters and their intelligent concept of
their civic status, our young Ukrainian Canadians are experiencing grave difficul-
ties in their attempts to gain for themselves their rightful place in Canada’s
social and economic life. These manifestations of practical discrimination are
met by our youth not only at the universities and other public institutions, but
also at the military, the economic, the cultural and the charitable institutions of
the Dominion of Canada.

It should be evident that when the Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians
brings attention to such matters and criticizes them rather severely it does not
attempt to arouse any feelings of pity in our co-citizens or in the responsible
factors of public life. The Congress does demand social justice, which
presupposes equal and identical opportunities for all the citizens of Canada.
We expect nothing from those who may be laboring under the influence of irre-
sponsible propaganda so dangerous to the well-being of Canada and who may
be reacting with prejudice and hatred to the noble efforts of the Ukrainian
Canadians in their attempts to better their lot. On this point the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress has made its stand very clear: We, Ukrainian Canadians,
are no longer a chaotic mass among whose members anyone may do whatever
he or she pleases. Today we have directed our people in Canada towards the
common efforts of Canada and its citizens and not towards our own ethnic in-
terests, we have directed our people in Canada towards active and responsible
Canadian citizenship; therefore, we have every right to demand that our con-
tributions in spiritual culture, in physical endeavor, in the sacrifice of our wealth
and of our blood should receive their merited acceptance and just recognition
from the responsible Canadian authorities. We have ended our internal difficulties;
and today, to our co-citizens, we are extending our hand so that together we may
all labor wisely to shape the destiny of Canada and of its people.

In this connection, the First Ukrainian Canadian Congress has drafted a
far-sighted policy of future participation with our other Canadian co-citizens.
The Ukrainian Canadians regard this project of future co-operation and participa-
tion as their political platform . . . to be used in the solution of both the internal
and the external problems of Canada.

The Political Philosophy of the Ukrainian Canadians

With regard to the diverse, international problems of the present age, the
Ukrainian Canadians base their stand on the principles enunciated by the
Atlautic Charter. The Congress has pointed out that already the Atlantic Charter
has varied meanings for different peoples. The principles enunciated bv the
Charter are extraordinarily general in nature . . . perhaps purposely so, to make
agreement among the United Nations more probable. It is hardly possible to
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regard the Charter as a basis for an indissoluble union among the individual
nation; which have subscribed to its terms. All this shall depend finally upon
the ultimate goodwill of the Great Nations that signed the Charter, and upon
their moral resolve to grant to each nation its deserved and just rights. In the
basic principles of the Atlantic Charter and in their moral worth both during
the war and in the post-war period the Ukrainian Canadians see also the prob-
ability of the fulfilment of the age-old desire of their home land to form an
Independent and a United Ukrainian Nation.

In the field of internal politics, the Ukrainian Canadians, in accordance
with the resolutions adopted by the First Congress, place the following principles
at the forefront of their political platform:-—-Freedom, Social Security, Equality
of Opportunity, and the British Commonwealth of Nations—the Cornerstones
on which will depend the future destiny of Canada.

Freedom is built on the recognition of our responsibilities to God and on
the belief that the Almighty has endowed each human being with individual
worth and dignity. Since in His eyes each individual is equally worthy, it is
imperative that each citizen be granted equality of opportunity before the law,
in order to confer the democratic right and freedom to self-government which is
the birthright of every free citizen. Without social security and general welfare,
freedom is merely an empty gesture. Consequently, want and the fear of want
must be banished; and social security should be within the realm of practical
realization.

Experience has taught the Ukrainian Canadians that the prosperity of the
Canadian nation depends primarily upon the creative abilities of its citizens,
upon their initiative, and upon their resolution and their willingness to labor.
Work and fair wages for all—this constitutes one of the unalterable objectives
of our endeavors. We believe in the future of a united Canada. We know that
the national resources, if developed carefully and adequately, can guarantee
a just and worthy standard of living for all Canadians; we believe that

increased post-war immigration . . . from countries whose members have thus
far demonstrated both their industry and their love for the democratic freedoms
and for the British institutions . . . will be a blessing to our country. As has

been properly emphasized by their First Congress, the Ukrainian Canadians
have demonstrated very adequately their industry and their general desirability
during their half-century of life and labor in Canada, and they believe that any
scheme of post-war immigration will grant to the Ukrainians worthy and meriteq
recognition and evaluation.

Canada is at war and the Ukrainian Canadians have been unstintingly
supporting the Canadian Government with all the resources at their disposal,
although they have observed certain inadequacies in the policies formulated
by the Government with regard to both internal and international problems . . .
policies which have had repercussions upon the solidarity of our Canadian citizens.

We reiterate our unshakeable loyalty to His Majesty, King George VI, and
we believe that the future of Canada as a free nation can only be safeguarded
through unity with the British Commonwealth of Nations.
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With this end in mind, we are giving our support to Canada’s military efforts
both at home and abroad . . . on the sea, on the land, and in the air . . . so
that, along with the other United Nations, Canada may supply its due and worthy
contribution towards the consummation of a total and overwhelming victory
over our enemies. We believe that the program for the rehabilitation of our
war veterans will furnish conclusive evidence that for the men and women in
uniform, as well as for the other citizens of Canada, we shall guarantee some-
thing much more worthwhile than that which we have been able to give to date.

Besides considering these important matters, the Congress of Ukrainian
Canadians also gave its attention to the Agricultural Problem of Canada,—
especially so because the largest percentage of the Ukrainian Canadians is
engaged in farming throughout the three Prairie Provinces. The present posi-
tion of Canadian agriculture is very unclear and very uncertain. We are deeply
concerned about the status of the average Canadian farmer who is so heavily over-
burdened by debts; we are greatly perturbed by the abandonment of farms by
an ever-increasing number of families, for this forebodes a danger to the solidarity
and the balance of the economic life of our whole nation. It is quite clear that this
problem requires the immediate undertaking of adequate measures so that Can-
adian agriculture may gain its rightful place in the economic structure of our
Dominion.

With regard to the Labor Problem, the Congress of Ukrainian Canadians
bases itself upon this principle: For a Fair Day’s Work There Should Bec Just
Remuneration. To safeguard free enterprise as the basis of an economic system
which can bring stability, prosperity and justice, it is imperative that citizens
should be guaranteed the freedom to meet and to organize. In this regard,
numerous problems of Dominion-wide importance are awaiting immediate solu-
tion . . . if it is our wish that between labor and industry there should be under-
standing and confidence, and if it is our desire to have healthy relationships
maintained among the laborers themselves, both during the war period and more
especially in the years which will follow this period of national crisis.

Canadian Unity

The First Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians has stated emphaticallv that
Canadian unity can become a practical reality only through a just and an adequate
solution of the above-mentioned problems and through the sincere co-operation of
the various ethnic groups. The cultures of the various national groups guaran-
tee to Canada a great future development in power and welfare, and this futurce
growth will be founded upon the sympathy and the understanding of the various
peoples who, through God’s Providence, have become the builders of the
Canadian nation.

The Goodwill of all its Citizens shall make Canada great and safe. The
Ukrainian Canadians understand very well that this goodwill is of cardinal in-
portance. However, we have well-founded suspicions that this high idealisin
of Canadian citizenship is not always shared by the two dominant races in Canada.
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It is for this reason incumbent upon us Ukrainian Canadians to put through still
greater efforts and labors to promote unity in Canada; and to this end, we too
should be united. This goal is both Canadian and Ukrainian, and was repeatedly
emphasized throughout our deliberations at the Congress. We have, today,
merely taken the initial steps towards the realization of this ideal of Canadian
unity. And yet, how marvellous it is to see the Ukrainians acting as a united
body which is finally levelling off from among its constituent groups the moun-
tains and the valleys which seemed to divide us but which could not separate us.

In this great moment, I believe that we Ukrainian Canadians can have but
this one desire: “Let the other peoples study us more carefully; let them see
us as peaceful, industrious and sacrificing people; then they most assuredly
will not ascribe to us any desire for international chaos and will themselves banish
it once and for all. Perhaps then they shall be able to understand why this
national unity of the Ukrainian Canadians is the finest guarantee for harmony in
Canada, and why the independence of the Ukrainian people in Europe is the
best safeguard for the peace and the cultural growth of that war-torn continnent.”

So today, let us lift up our hearts! Let our spirits draw sustenance from our
historic past so that we may experience so much more completely the joy of this
memorable event! The Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians has brought these
glad tidings: We, Ukrainian Canadians, have rediscovered ourselves . . . we are
once again a united community, a united people. And this people merits from
us and from all our future generations: Prayers, Sacrifices and Labors—for its
Identity, for its Unity, and for its Glory.

REV. DR. W. KUSHNIR.
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS COMMITTEES

Prior to the Congress, the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee
appointed a committee which was to undertake to take charge of the details
with regards to the preparation of and the technical administration of the
Congress itself.

There were formed eight committees under the supervision of the chairman
of the Co-ordinating Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee—Mr. W.
Kossar. These committees were constituted as follows: —

Verification Committee:

Chairman: L. Wowk.
Members: Rev. I. Shpytkovsky, W. Sarchuk and A. Zaharychuk.

Committee on Resolutions:

Chairman: Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir.
Members: W. Kossar, J. W. Arsenych, M. Stechishin, Dr. C. Andrushyshen
and Rev. I. Shpytkovsky.

Transportation and Finance Commniittee:

Chairman: T. D. Ferley.
Members: W. Tarnowetsky, Mrs. Hawirko and Mrs. Babynec.

Executive Committee:

Chairman: W. Kossar.
Members: Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, J. W. Arsenych, M. Hetman,
and J. Isaiw.

Press Committee:

Chairman: ]. R. Solomon.
Members: Rev. S. Semchuk, M. Pohoretsky, Dr. Wasylenko and
P. Lazarowich.

Committee i/c Guest Speakers:

Chairman: Rev. S. Sawchuk.
Members: E. Wasylyshen, Rev. M. Pelech, A. Malofie, J. R. Solomon.

Reception Committee:

Chairman: J. Bohonis.
Members: D. Gerych, Mrs. Samotiuk and Mrs. M. Lazechko.

Concert Committee:

Chairman: T. D. Ferley.
Members: Dr. P. Macenko, H. J. Yaremovich and P. Barycki.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir W. Kossar
Resolutions Chairman, Congress Committee

L. Wowk T. D. Ferley
Verifications Transport Finances and Concert
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN (Continued)

Hon. Capt. S. W. Sawchuk J. R. Solomon
Guest Speakers Publicity and Information

A. J. Yaremovich J. Bolionos
Secretary of U.C.C. Delegates
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Fnat Day Programme

TUESDAY, JUNE 22nd, ‘1943
General Theme—“WAR AND VICTORY”

THE ROYAL ALEXANDRA HOTEL:
9 to 12 am.
1. Registration.
2. Election of the Presidium of the Congress.

12 am. to 2 p.m.—

Recess for Lunch.

THE POYAL ALEXANDRA HOTEL:
2 to 6 p.m.—

1. Official Opening of the Congress - - President of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee, Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir. ;

2. Address of Welcome- ~His Worship G. Coulter, Mayor of Winnipeg.

3. “Ukrainian Canadian Committee”-—-Address by J. W. Arsenych,
K.C., Winnipeg, Secretary of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

4. “Canadian Ukrainians” — Prof. Watson Kirkconnell, McMaster
University, Hamilton, Ont.

5. “Ukrainian Canadians in Canada’s War Effort - - W. Kossar, Win-
nipeg, Vice-President and Rapporteur and Chairman of the Co-
ordinating Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

THE PLAYHOUSE THEATRE:
8.30 p.m.—
Victory Mass Assembly.

Addresses by Representatives of Governments and of the Armed
Forces of Canada, and by other prominent guests.

Guest Speaker -— Prof. G. W. Simpson, University of Saskatchewan.

« 20 »



Otening of Congress

Registration—

Although the program of the morning session of the Congress was not to
begin until nine o’clock, the many guests and delegates began streaming into
the Royal Alexandra Hotel shortly after 8 a.m. On arrival, each delegate and
guest was requested to enter into a Record Book his name, home address, and
the organization which he represented as a delegate or to which he belonged as
a member.

Members of specific organizations which comprise the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee: namely, the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood, the Ukrainian Self-
Reliance League, the Ukrainian National Federation, the Unitéed Hetman Organiz-
ations, and the United Labor Organizations. Here were issued the required
identification cards.

The participants were then directed to the Verification Committee room,
where they were requested to furnish certain information which was necessary
for the statistical data being collected: their name and home address, their
vocation, the names of their immediate relatives serving in the Armed Forces,
etc. The necessary registration credentials were then issued.

General registration was carried on in the two committee rooms which were
reserved by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee for this purpose. On presenta-
tion of his credentials and on the payment of a registration fee of one dollar,
each delegate and guest was officially registered and received the Congress
identification card and ribbon.

It should be pointed out that the delegates of the branches of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee proper were already in possession of credentials which
had been issued by the local executives, and after having their presence at the
Congress recorded, they were directed straight to the Verification Committee
room and then to the Ukrainian Canadian Committee rooms for official
registration.

THE MORNING SESSION

The registration of the delegates and guests lasted till 11.30 a.m., by which
hour the conference hall was practically full.

Dr. W. Kushnir, president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, officially
opened the session. He pointed out that time would permit only the election
of the Presidium, whose function would be to take executive charge of the pro-
gram of the Congress. Dr. Kushnir then called upon Mr. W. Kossar, chairman
of the Co-ordinating Committee.
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Mr. W. Kossar, vice-president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, pre-

sented a list of persons which had been prepared by the Nominating Committee.
The names suggested were to constitute the Presidium for the three days of
the Congress, and the list could be accepted or amended as the delegates saw

fit.

Afternoon Session, June 22— -Chairman: P. J. Lazarowich, Edmonton, Alta.
Vice-Chairman: W. Hultay, Toronto, Ont.

Victory Rally, June 22—Chairman: Hon. Capt. Rev. S. W. Sawchuk, Winni-
peg, Man.
Vice-Chairman: Hon. Capt. Rev. M. Pelech, Winnipeg, Man.

Morning Session, June 23—Chairman: Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, Winnipeg, Man.
Vice-Chairman: M. Stechishin, Winnipeg, Man.

Afternoon Session, June 23—Chairman: J. Isaiw, Edmonton, Alta.
Vice-Chairman: T. Humeniuk, Toronto, Ont.

Victory Concert, Evening, June 23-—Chairman: Dr. C. Andrusyshen,
Winnipeg, Man. .

Morning Session, June 24 -Chairman: M. Hetman, Toronto, Ont.
Vice-Chairman: J. W. Arsenych, K.C., Winnipeg, Man.

Afternoon Session, June 24—Chairman: W. Kossar, Winnipeg, Man.
Vice-Chairman: Rev. M. Olenchuk, Alvena, Sask.

Banquet, Evening, June 24—Chairman: - Dr. J. Wasylenko, Toronto, Ont.

The delegates in attendance unanimously accepted the list as presented to

them by Mr. W. Kossar.

AFTERNOON SESSION AND FORMAL OPENING
(Tuesday, June 22, 1943, at 2 p.m.)

P ]. Lazarowich, chairman.

W. Hultay, vice-chairman.

Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.
Garnet Coulter, Mayor of the City of Winnipeg.

J. W. Arsenych, K.C., secretary of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.
W. Kossar, vice-president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

NOTE—On either side of the stage stood at attention two delegates in the uniform

of Canada’s (R) Army: Pte. P. Fabian and Pte. J. Gavelko, one holding the
Union Jack and the other the Ukrainian national flag.

Secretaries of the Congress:
W. Batyski, Winnipeg, Man.
D. Gerych, Winnipeg, Man.

The chairman, P. J. Lazarowich, opened the session by requesting those

present to rise and sing “O Canada.” (The pianist was Miss Joan Maraz of
Winnipeg. )
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS AT THE CONGRESS OF THE
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN COMMITTEE

Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir

Worthy Delegates and Guests of the First Congress of Canadians
of Ukrainian Descent:

As president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, I have today the great
honor of being the first to welcome you to this our first Congress. On this
threshhold of the second half-century of our life in Canada, we Ukrainian Can-
adians are initiating today a new phase in our Canadian history, no longer as
immigrant-workers who came in search of work to provide for the bare neces-
sities of life, but as full-fledged citizens of our new homeland. Having honor-
ably and conscientiously fulfilled our civic obligations towards Canada through-
out our first half-century of life here, we feel honored to be able to participate
equally in the democratic rights and privileges on which Canada’s life as a
nation is so firmly based. What would be impossible for our Ukrainians in
their own native land—-the convening of such a Congress—is for us here a reality,
due to the fact that Canada is a free land for a free people.

My first privilege and honor, ladies and gentlemen, is to welcome you most
sincerely to this First Congress of Ukrainian-Canadians. I welcome you, dele-
gates of the many branches of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee,—the Com-
mittee which is the culmination of the common endeavors of all those Ukrainians
for whom the fate of Canada and of its people lies close at heart. I greet you,
delegates of our fraternal organizations: the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood,
the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League, the Ukrainian National Federation, the
Hetman’s Organization, and the Federation of Ukrainian Organizations. Through
your unceasing work, which was motivated by your concern for the life and
existence of your people, you have fulfilled a pioneering mission in initiating so
much that has proved to be of value in the cultural life of our people in Canada.
Your organizations have assisted so magnificently in the slow process which
transforms a rather passive-minded newcomer to a new land into an active and
worthy citizen. I welcome most warmly the many other dear guests who have
come from near and from far. You have understood that worthwhile efforts,
especially during these trying times, cannot be effected by any one individual
or by any one group of citizens, but by the concerted effort of all. That is why
you have constantly undertaken to preserve organizational entity among the
Canadians of Ukrainian descent; that is why you have rejoiced when things
went well with them, and you have worried when our fortunes suffered from
unfortunate reverses. Your presence here today is your halo of credit for it
constitutes a practical demonstration of this concern for your own people.

The Significance of this Congress

Today’s Congress, which is being held under the leadership of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee, the supreme body of the organized Ukrainians on the
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American continent, marks in the history of our people on this side of the ocean,
a decisive and a memorable event. That is evidenced by the presence here of
the representatives, the delegates and the guests who represent the Canadian
citizens of Ukrainian descent who have settled in Canada from coast to coast.
If we, furthermore, consider that those present at this Congress constitute the
brain and the marrow of our people in all their cultural and social aspects,
then we may partially understand and appreciate the significance and the im-
portance of this Congress. Were this Congress to be convened during ordinarily
normal times, even then its significance would hardly be mundane. But today
the world is far from normal, and human life far removed indeed from regular
daily routine. For at this very moment the whole world is engaged in a global
and total war. Already many peoples have been enslaved, and many nations
have tottered and fallen. Otiers are nearing exhaustion in this mighty struggle;
and still others are collecting the remnants of their forces in order to achieve
final victory over the common enemy and thus guarantee for themselves and
for the whole of mankind freedom from tyranny and a safe and peaceful exist-
ence. Canada, too, is in its fourth year of combat with her enemies, the deadly
enemies of all mankind. We firmly believe that from this terrible struggle
Canada will not only emerge victorious but will become stronger and finer than
she ever was before. Deep in our hearts we anticipate and already cherish
the coming time when the banners of victory will unfurl over our beloved
Canada and its people, the time when the sons and the daughters of our land
shall return to their homes crowned with the wreath of triumph. Yet the road
to this happy hour is long and arduous. It demands from all citizens the acme
of our strength and energy, constant toil and sacrifice, unending vigilance, and
ceaseless action. That is why this Congress, being undertaken during such
trying times, has such historical significance and importance for us and for our
future generations in Canada. I would venture to say that the significance of
this Congress is probably greater than we may today realize. It is imperative
for all of us to prepare to cope with the highest obligations which are today
emerging before us in their full magnitude; it is necessary for us to aspire and
to become the men who during the most decisive crisis of mankind were able
to lead their people to a better future.

Cultural Unity with the Ukrainian Race

We, Ukrainian Canadians, identify ourselves culturally with the great
Ukrainian race in Europe, but we dedicate all of our strength and all of our
abilities towards the sound development of our new homeland, our Canada.
That is why this Congress does not mark the beginning of any new endeavor by
the Ukrainian Canadians; rather it is a review of what has been hitherto accom-
plished by us here in Canada,—a synthesizing of what we have contributed to
Canada. It is a critical evaluation of the worth of our labors, and thereby a
strengthening and a stabilization of their value in the light of present conditions.
It will result in a further co-ordination of all our endeavors unto the successful
and victorious prosecution of the war in which Canada is engaged. Our Congress
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is the result of the cultural and moral strength and the vital patriotism of all the
Ukrainian people in Canada. It is the culmination of the factors which affected
us throughout the half century of our existence in Canada. On this memorable
day we feel more strongly than ever our organic unity with the great Ukrainian
people in Europe; we feel that their centuries’ old traditions weigh heavily
upon our shoulders, like the shadows of an immense primeval forest; our hearts
respond sympathetically to that noble chord emanating from the age-old history
of the Ukrainian soil and its people, engendering in us a melancholic melody
that blends with the mosaic of Canada and gives to it that magical force and
that beautiful entity which makes of Canada the “Promised Land.”

If we consider ourselves still more thoughtfully, remembering that we are
the representatives of the multi-thousands of Ukrainian people in Canada, in our
hearts there arises a new feeling of hope. After several decades of often-felt
hopelessness, amidst a constant struggle against the rather adverse circumstances
of our social environment which was marked by misunderstanding and discrimin-
ation from varied directions, after decades of internal crisis which promised to.
result in a fatal and anaemic animosity within our ranks, we Ukrainian Canadians
are no longer without hope. Today, we understand and we realize that through
the noble efforts of all of us, through an intelligent concentration of our forces
for a greater cause, we shall be able to overcome all of our difficulties. And as
a hopeful people always act, so do we today organize on a firm basis all of our
plans. In our hearts unfolds the bright picture of the just organization of
human life both now during the war period, and after the present conflict when
our own country Canada, after final victory is won, will realize a permanent and
a lasting peace.

In this respect, we Ukrainian Canadians represent a people rehabilitated
through our experiences with a serious crisis in our organized life in the past.
All danger is now over. Our minds are as clear as the minds of those after
a battle, for it is then that the human spirit rehabilitates and regains its normal
strength. With this clearness within our minds and hearts, we begin our Con-
gress,—-our deliberations about the world in which we are living and which
encompasses us in all its varied aspects. Nor will these deliberations be meaning-
less. They will be exemplary discussions of the Ukrainian people who have
suffered a great deal and during a long time, whose sentiments are today tur-
bulently affected by the terrors of a total global war, and who—from behind the
ramparts which defend them - contemplate from an experienced viewpoint the
fate which faces them and the rest of mankind.

Clarification of the Background of the Life and Actions of the
Ukrainian Canadians

The Ukrainian Canadians, more than any other recent immigrants, labored
under the most trying circumstances. Those things which were held dear,
worthwhile and patriotic when practised by other peoples—were regarded by
certain organs of public opinion as less worthwhile, less valuable and less
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patriotic when practised by the Ukrainians. It was for this reason that the
Ukrainian Canadians constantly experienced discrimination,—as if they were
a less desirable element in the Canadian population. We were quite conscious
of this. Although this resulted in many less-stable individuals breaking beneath
the weight of public opinion, and although in our societal ranks there arose serious
tensions, yet we did not permit ourselves to lag behind in our constructive efforts.
Practical evidence of this are the hundreds of cultural institutions,—institutions
which are not the peculiar fruit of the present war-situation, but which trace
their origin back to the beginnings of our settlement in Canada. Practical evi-
dence of this are the efforts of the Ukrainian laborers and the Ukrainian farmers,
who have imprinted upon the virgin soil of Canada unerasable marks of their
industry, their prayer, their labor and their sacrifice. For this the Ukrainians
were repaid by a suspiciolis questioning of their patriotism to Canada on the
part of certain irresponsible or thoughtless Canadian citizens. Even now, the
sincerity of the war efforts of the Canadian Ukrainians is questioned. These
sincere efforts to help our government and nation in this time of emergency,
the lives of our sons, and the sacrifice of what little wealth we possess are still
not enough to spare from further attacks our people and their patriotism.

The fact that we are raising this particular question at the Congress demon-
strates the deep sorrow felt by the thousands and thousands of Ukrainian Can-
adians in Canada. Nor are we raising this issue merely to arouse the sympathy
of our co-citizens. This aggrieved feeling of sorrow is directed towards all the
citizeus of Canada, towards all organized bodies of public opinion . . . so that
they shall know who exactly are their sincere friends, and who are the secret
enemies of their country, their liberties, and their democratic institutions. Due
to the well-prepared propaganda of these internal enemies many are deluded
into thinking and believing that their enemy is their friend, whereas his main
aim is the destruction of the nation and the country. We, Ukrainian Canadians,
who have experienced many enemy campaigns in the past as well as the present,
know how subversive organizations prepare the groundwork for their own
particular cause, and appreciate how well they can appeal to the opinions of
millions in order to keep them prejudiced unto a just and righteous cause.

We, Ukrainian Canadians, have never belonged to this type of people.
Our labors and our sacrifices for Canada during the last five decades bear
witness to this fact. We have never been, we are not, and we never will be
Communists or Nazis . . . as certain organs of public opinion would like to see
us represented. Being such is contrary to our nature, contrary to our traditions,
and contrary to the experiences of our people. We are only Canadians, who
are respectfully loyal to our Government of Canada, to Canada’s liberties, and
to her democratic institutions. That is why, on this first day of our Congress,
by pledging our unwavering loyalty to Canada and to our King, we solemnly
pay homage to the Government which is experiencing both internal and external
difficulties in its stupendous task of preserving the nation from ruin and of
safeguarding its democratic institutions and its traditions of liberty.

« 26 »



The Attitude of the Ukrainian Canadians Towards the Cause of
the United Nations

In the present total and global war Canada does not stand alone. She stands
in line and in equal partnership with many larger and smaller nations and
countries. The Ukrainian Canadians understand very well that the present
conflict will determine the fate of many nations for many generations to come.
During this fateful period, the Government of Canada can depend on the
Ukrainian Canadians to do their full share so that the war-torn world may soon
find peace and order. We, Ukrainian Canadians, will do all in our power to
make our people understand clearly, completely and practically the Atlantic
Charter, whose principles promise a better future for all peoples great or small;
and we believe that at an opportune time these principles will apply also to
the Ukrainian soil, and will bring for the Ukrainian people the fulfilment of
age-old aspirations: To be Free and Independent on their own Soil; in a Free
Europe, among Free Nations, also a Free Ukrainian Nation.

In this connection we regret very much to single out one heart-rending
manifestation which has caused some concern and dissension in the life of
Canada. We have in mind the constant and systematic attacks made upon the
Ukrainian Canadians by certain publishers of periodicals and pamphlets in
Canada and elsewhere. Notwithstanding this fact, the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee will do all in its power to strengthen and to consolidate a unity of
ideals and efforts amongst the various peoples of Canada. Tt is only right, how-
ever, that we in return should expect to have the various organs of public
opinion respect the honesty of our efforts which are dedicated towards assisting
our Government and our Country in the present period of crisis and danger.
Taking into consideration our whole-hearted participation in the war effort,
our sacrifice of the lives of our children and our unstinted donation of our
limited wealth, it seems only fair that we should have the right to demand that
our people and our patriotism be safeguarded in the future from attacks and
from unjust discrimination. We, on our part, shall do all that is possible to
have this safeguard mutually respected.

We know that there are certain disturbing groups both in Canada and
elsewhere which through their attacks on the Ukrainian Canadians are attempt-
ing to stir up difficulties, thereby embarassing the Government of Canada in
its attempts to maintain friendly relations with the Governments of the United
Nations. Surely the Government of Canada is best qualified to know who the
Ukrainian Canadians are. To counteract this humiliating slander, the Ukrainian
Canadians at the commencement of their Congress pledge their wholehearted
co-operation to the Government of Canada in its endeavors to maintain friendly
relations with the other United Nations. Furthermore, the Ukrainian Canadians
pledge themselves to co-operate with all honest and worthwhile efforts to bring
a still greater understanding and a finer feeling of co-operation between Canada
and the United Nations.
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Clarification of the Objectives of the War and the Organized Peace:
Establishment of a Better Social Order based on Christian Principles

It may be that the difficulties facing the Ukrainian Canadians hampered
them in their efforts to muster all their latent resources during the present con-
flict. We did, however, what was possible under the circumstances. Notwith-
standing this, the Ukrainian Canadians have, during this terrible crisis, proved
themselves to be worthy guardians of Canadian unity, of Canadian Freedom,
and of Canadian Democratic Institutions. In addition, the Ukrainian Canadians
have become a strong factor dedicated to the establishment of a Democratic
order based upon Christian principles and mentality. This attitude opens two
broad fields upon which the efforts of the Ukrainian Canadians may have the
greatest constructive influence:

1. The clarification of th objectives and truths for which the present war is
being waged;

2. The creation of a better social order organized on the principles of .
Christianity.

The Objectives of the War

As all other pcoples the Ukrainian Canadians long for peace, but not for
peace at any price. We long for a peace based on victory and justice. The road
to peace is the road to total victory. This is to be a victory not only on land,
on sea, and in the air, but a complete and total victory for the ideals of Canada,- -
ideals which guarantee to all the freedom to worship God, and which respect
the personal liberty of every individual and of every nation. Humanity is today
on the pathway of total dissolution. The mania for power and profit throws
nations into ever greater misery and despair. We need a new order based on
social justice. We believe that the principles of Christianity in conjunction with
the other sources of enlightenment will bring and must bring this new social
order. The teachings of Christianity safeguard labor and guarantee justice in
the use of property by placing it on a basis of service for society, and they
denounce in no uncertain terms any social order based on economical abuse
and profit.

We believe that the application of Christian principles in a political, social,
and economic order is not only a matter of personal opinion but rather a matter
of Christian teaching, for it leads to the establishment of a Christian order to
which we, as Canadians, are and must be committed.

Clarification of Social-Economic Objectives

We, Ukrainian Canadians, in line with our other co-citizens, dedicate our-
selves to a Christian social and economic order in the post-war period; and
‘therefore, we advocate full employment and full production, and we claim that
a larger share of the national income should be distributed among laborers and
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farmers so as to result in a just increase of wages and farm prices over and
above the increased cost of the minimum of living.

A program of post-war works, the balancing of the budget, a program of
social security for all citizens, the development and the extension of labor unions,
public ownership or at least increased public control of essential utilities- -all
these should be taken into serious consideration already during the war time,
so that the period of change from war to peace shall take place without serious
upheavals. These means will assure the positive solution of the future of Canada
and of the Canadian Nation.

Our Political Principles

Our political principles are identical with the political principles of every
honest Canadian patriot. It is true that we Ukrainian Canadians have
been constantly criticized for our political principles or orientations. That is
why we find it necessary to discuss this very important problem both in retrospect
and in perspective. We know that the main purpose of the state is the common
welfare of the community. We know that the politics of the state is a visible
manifestation of the ever-present responsibility of the state for the fate of its
people—a constant selection of means through which the state tries to realize
its temporary and specific aims. In this respect too, the principles of faith and
morality must direct us. That is exactly why the Ukrainians can neither be
Communists nor Nazis. They denounce on the spot every totalitarian form of
state. And because they know that the political development of any country
is the responsibility and the concern of the whole people, the Ukrainian Can-
adians will, through their own organizations, apply all their energies to have
this democratic principle exercise a proper influence in the public life of Canada.
We abide by the principles of democracy, and we demand full rights for our
working people. We ‘demand our share of the economic, political and social
privileges that are our democratic citizen right. We feel a cultural unity with
the Ukrainian people, but we honorably fulfil our obligation to dedicate all of
our forces and talents to the sound development of our homeland, Canada.

Ukrainian Canadians are a People with a Great Mission in the
Mosaic of Peoples in Canada

We, Ukrainian Canadians, are called upon to fulfil a great mission in co-
operation with the other co-citizens of our country. The uninterrupted rein-
forcement of our war efforts until final victory is achieved is our primary and
most important duty. We must also co-operate in the reconstruction period,
when will be created new and better forms of human life. No one can afford
to be an onlooker while one’s own home is on fire; therefore, we must be active
in every field of endeavor on our home front. This challenge we are answering
with our Congress.

The age in which we are living is a trying age for mankind. Many nations
should be restored, preserved and safeguarded. There must be created new

« 29 »



laws to govern, to rule, and to normalize international affairs, industry, labor,
health, housing, food, etc. There must be created new laws to justly balance
the life possibilities of peoples and races. Here exactly is the field for a new
education of youth. The product of intelligent co-operation of all educational
facilities should be the finer citizen of tomorrow, with all his beauty of char-
acter. This is the most important of all things. Without character, hope vanishes:
without character, man will never find and will never achieve and maintain social
justice.

Ukrainian Canadians and the Problem of a Canadian Nation

Our Congress is indeed a memorable event for the Ukrainian Canadians.
The attention of all the Ukrainian people in €anada is directed to it. These
Ukrainian Canadians are with us and behind us in spirit, with a resoluteness of
which in our life we have not had many examples. This is gratifying to us,
indeed. But it seems to me that our Congress has a much more significant
meaning which must be emphasized.

The Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians which opened on the 22nd day
of June, 1943, is an evident and practical demonstration that the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee has been able to consummate one very important task:
it has during the three years of its hard work been able to direct the attention
of its people away from the smaller and more unimportant problems of everyday
life to the larger problems of history, to an increased concern for the fate of
the world with which theirs is so inexorably bound. This is a spiritual trans-
formation, an emergence of the Ukrainian Canadians at the very vanguard in
the process of the formation of a Canadian nation.

In the mosaic of the different peoples of Canada, this spiritual attitude of
the Ukrainian Canadians is the most important contribution which we can offer
to Canada and to her sound prosperity. The Ukrainian Canadian Committee
has made our people highly conscious of their duties and obligations. Through
its constant work, the Ukrainian Canadian Committee has enlightened the ranks
of our society, making them realize that not merely economy but politics too
decides the fate of our people. All peoples may better their economic standards
whenever they are ready to undertake the responsibility for their own welfare,
a responsibility based upon the virtuous, pure and unpolluted forces of heart
and spirit found in their finest members.

The Ukrainian Canadians until recent times suffered from fraternal conflict.
Formerly divided into numerous parties and sectional groups which contended
about rather unimportant questions of everyday significance, they are now com-
mitted to unity and solidarity, and with this to more responsible endeavors and to
more responsible duties towards our Canada. After years of bitter experience, we
realize that without unity there is no strength; and without strength, there is no
liberty.

We, Canadian Ukrainians, rededicate today our moral forces in a resolve
for a better future. Leaving behind all unimportant matters, we enter upon the
stage of history. We unfurl our banners with the slogans:
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1. All Efforts of Ukrainian Canadians for the Victorious Prosecution of the War;
2. Peace, Liberty and Honor for All Peoples after the War.

These are the slogans of a Christian democracy that inherits those basic virtues
on which may be normalized the inter-relations among peoples and states, among
the rich and the poor, among the big and the small. These civic virtues are
being negated today on an alarming scale. The citizen who negates them offends
and disrupts the most tender sentiments of his neighbor. How just that often
the aggressor himself must pay the price of aggression by losing peace, liberty
and honor for himself and for his own people. Only through the preservation
and the practice of these democratic virtues can everlasting Peace in Europe and
in the World be made possible. May these civic virtues be the slogans of the
Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians:

For a Victorious Canada: Peace, Liberty and Honor!

For All Peoples in a Free Europe: Peace, Liberty and Honor!

For the Ukrainian Nation, too, among the Free Peoples in a Free Europe:
Peace, Liberty and Honor!

* * *

The presiding committee was completed by the arrival of two distinguished
and well-known Canadians, Professor G. W. Simpson of Saskatoon, Sask., and
Professor Watson Kirkconnell of Hamilton, Ontario. Their appearance was
greeted by loud and spontaneous applause.

The chairman, P. ]J. Lazarowich, read a telegram which had just arrived
from the Minister of War Services, Gen. L. R. LaFleche:

“]. W. Arsenych,
“Secretary Ukrainian Committee.

“I very much regret that owing to my parliamentary duties it will
be impossible for me to accept the invitation of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee to attend the Victory Mass Assembly in con-
nection with the First All Canadian Congress of Ukrainian
Canadians to be held in Winnipeg on Tuesday June twenty-second
Stop Professor G. W. Simpson who is to be your guest speaker as
Chairman of the Committee on Co-operation in Canadian Citizen-
ship may be regarded as representing the Department of National
War Services Stop  Personally I am glad of the opportunity to
express my appreciation of the many and varied patriotic activities
of Ukrainian Canadians since the outbreak of the war and have
confidence in your Committee to continue to inspire whole-hearted
support of Canada’s War Effort Stop You have my best wishes
for the success of the Assembly.

“L. R. LaFleche,
“Minister of National War Services.”
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Prof. G. W. Simpson, representing the Department of National War
Services.

Prof. Simpson regarded i as a high personal favor that he had been re-
quested to greet the Congress on behalf of the Minister of War Services, Gen.
L. R. LaFleche. It was difficult for people to appreciate just how onerous was
the burden of the many duties that were undertaken by the federal ministers
during this critical period of war and unrest. General LaFleche, although
heavily overburdened by his many onerous and important duties, would willingly
have left his office to be personally present at this Congress, had his feelings of
obligation permitted him to do so. But that was impossible for a veteran soldier
of the last war, who had dedicated all of his energies of body and mind to the
successful prosecution of the present war.

The speaker pointed out that the Minister of War Services was particularly
interested in this Congress for Victory, for he believed that its effect would be
to strengthen our common efforts and thereby assist in the winning of the war
in which Canada, the British Empire and the other United Nations were presently
engaged.

Civic Greetings—Garnet Coulter, Mayor of the City of Winnipeg.

The Mayor greeted the First All-Canadian Congress of the Ukrainian Can-
adians, and welcomed the delegates who had come from communities scattered
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans.

The speaker paid tribute to the Ukrainians in Canada, who were partici-
pating fully in all community activities, who had their representatives in the
provincial legislatures and in the House of Commons, who were fulfilling their
obligations as full-fledged Canadian citizens, and who were taking an active part
in Canada’s war effort by giving freely of their sons and daughters to protect
their home land, Canada. In this last connection, the Ukrainians were probably
the most active.

On behalf of the City of Winnipeg, the Mayor wished the Congress every
success.

Prof. Watson Kirkconnell, Hamilton, Ont. (The address of Prof. Watson
Kirkconnell is published separately in a pamphlet—"Our Ukrainian Loyalists.”)

After expressing to Prof. Kirkconnell the appreciation of the audience for
his most thoughtful and informative address, the chairman, Mr. Lazarowich,
read to the delegates and guests the texts of the telegrams which had been
prepared by the Resolutions’ Committee and which were to.be forwarded to
His Excellency, The Earl of Athlone, Governor-General of Canada, and to the
Prime Minister of Canada, Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King.

The chairman of the session now read the combined declaration of the
four Polish organizations in Canada, formulated by them to greet the Congress
of the Ukrainian Canadians.

To give an opportunity for a group of young ladies to sell War Savings
Stamps, a ten minute break was now given. The chairman requested everyone
present to buy stamps to mark the occasion of the Congress.

INTERMISSION
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‘THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN COMMITTEE

Address delivered by J. W. Arsenych, K.C.,
Secretary Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

This Congress was arranged after due and very careful consideration by the
members of the Ukrainian Canadian Committce. Mr. Kossar and I were assigned
the task of speaking to you about the Committee itself.

We have decided mutually on the following
division of our topic, namely: I shall deal main-
ly with the causes that brought the Committee
into being and shall discuss its organizational
structure, while Mr. Kossar will deal with the
results already achieved or that we hope will be
achieved. If we overlap, or transgress, or deal
with facts already known to some of you, you
will be good enough to have patience with us,
for there may be many others to whom our in-
formation and comments will be of some value.

Let us first attempt to visualize the events
leading up to the formation of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee. This Committee, as you
know, came into being in Winipeg on the 7th
day of November, 1940, through the fusion of
two separate committees-—the “Representative

J. W. Arsenych, K.C. Committee of Ukrainian Canadians” and the

“Ukrainian Central Committee.”  This was
accomplished after several long and continuous sessions, participated in by
the following:

Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, T. Melnychuk and Rev. S. Semchuk representing
the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada, secular organization of the
Greek Catholic group, annd W. Kossar, Dr. T. K. Pavlychenko and W. Swystun
representing Ukrainian National Federation of Canada, all united under a Com-
mittee then known as the “Representative Committee of Ukrainian Canadians,”
on the one hand; Capt. Rev. S. W. Sawchuk, Julian and Myro law Stechishin.
V. N. Bachynski, M.L.A., myself and others—representing the Orthodox group
in general, and the Self-Reliance League within that group in particulas;
S. Chwaliboga and T. Kobzey represented the United Labor Organizations;
Dr. T. Datzkiw, P. Barycki and others appeared on behalf of the United Hetman
Organizations; and T. D. Ferley and Dr. M. Mandryka represented the Ukrainian
National Home and Ukrainian Reading Association respectively, the two local
bodies—-all united under the then-existing committee, known as the “Ukrainian
Central Committee.”

Towards the end of our deliberations we had the very useful and helpful
assistance of Prof. Simpson, Dean of the Faculty of History at the University
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of Saskatchewan, and of Mr. Tracy Phillips, now with the Department of National
War Services, Nationalities Branch.

I wish to stress the fact that the deliberations which led to the creation of
the present Committee have resulted in the mutual co-operation upon general
matters of common concern of five diverse and often somewhat antagonistic
groups of Ukrainian Canadians, Thinking of this in retrospect, I have no regrets;
on the contrary, I have received and still receive a great deal of satisfaction
out of my personal participation in this common endeavor.

It is a generally known fact that Ukrainian immigration to Canada is com-
paratively young—hardly fifty years old; and with the exception of inter-
ruptions during the period of actual hostilities during the two world wars, the
growth of this immigration was throughout this half century made continuous
and steady by fresh influx. '

Another fact which is important and worthwhile stressing is that prior to
the first World War all Ukrainian immigrants came to Canada from two separate
state formations which were not of their own making--Imperial Russia, and the
conglomeration known as the Austrian Empire; whereas after the first war, they
came from Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania, Poland and Russia . . . mainly as refugees,
but all of them in search of livelihood and freedom.

There was no common plan guiding this immigration. When and how the
Ukrainians left their homes in Europe and where they settled in Canada was
the unplanned result of ties of kinsmanship, of definite family relationship, of
common suffering, of common language and cultural traditions . . . and of a
feeling that all of them were forced out of the lands of their forefathers to seek
freedom and human rights elsewhere. On coming to Canada the Ukrainians
found no consular agents or ambassadors able to protect their interests and to
give a helping hand to strangers in a strange land. The representatives of the
States we had come from were not our particular friends since they represented
the interests of our oppressors from whom we all sought to escape.

Every batch of immigrants from each separate state brought with it a
certain amount of varied and conflicting influence and orientation. These
differences were further accentuated by the fact that a substantial number of
the 306,000 Canadians of Ukrainian descent are relative newcomers, who had.
experienced the conflicts and the vicissitudes of life during the last Great War
and who had emigrated to Canada after 1918.

No immigrant adapts himself readily to the environment of a new country.
It takes years for any group of people to make themselves feel at home, to
realize their position and their new possibilities, and to become part and parcel
of the new environment. It actually takes several generations to evolve a normal
and continuous development for the simple reason that with every succeeding
generation, for two or three generations at least, new problems constantly arise
and their solution requires careful handling and painstaking adjustment.

Canada, composed as she is of recent and varied racial groups, is in the
process of formation. We Canadians are on the pathway leading on to the
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road to the creation of a Canadian nation. Each group, whatever its wishes,
will serve as the basic material (none of which can be discounted) from which
will arise the ultimate quality of the common national structure.

Nc one group can afford to say to any other group, “Take it or leave it.’
The Ukrainians and all other groups must be prepared for adjustments, and
must be willing to make them. We must all find and accept a common ground,
and from then on we must continue to create a structure that will be ours. In
this process, all racial groups must suppress their prejudices, their feelings of
superiority or preference; and by “co-operation” and “participation” they must
achieve the task of unity and cohesion. I use the two words “co-operation” and

“participation” advisedly, for the first without the second will result in a lopsided
venture,

There is no difficulty, to my mind, in finding a common starting point, and
I think we have found the same. This common focal point is very evident
when we consider the composition of the eleven and one-half million Canadians,
which constitute the sum total of the Canadian people at the present time:
Five and one-half million of them are Anglo-Saxon, that is to say, English, Scotch
and Irish . . . approximately one-half of the total number; three and one-half
million, in round numbers, are French; the balance are composed of almost every
racial group of European origin, and their numerical composition stands as
follows:
Germans 400,000
Ukrainians 300,000
Then follow the Dutch, the Jews, the Scandinavians, and so on down the line.

These figures, and the situation as we found it upon our first entrance on
Canadian soil, leads us to this conclusion: The British and the French laid
the foundation, the plans, and the specifications for this new national structure
in the British North America Act and in the Democratic Institutions evolved by
Anglo-Saxons through ages of continuous evolution,—and this is the common
ground for all new groups to start with. It is a skeleton, but a carefully and
wisely-planned skeleton, and it is up to all of us to contribute to the filling out
of this structure through continuous and orderly democratic co-operation and
participation. ,

This, ladies and gentlemen, should be clearly borne in mind by cvery mem-
ber of this Congress and by every Canadian of Ukrainian descent.

Now let us deal with the Canadians of Ukrainian descent. Numerically,
they now constitute the fourth largest racial group,—the English, the French,
the Germans and the Ukrainians in that numerical order. The largest number
of Ukrainians, about 250,000, is settled in the three Prairie Provinces; about
45,000 live in the Province of Ontario, and approximately 7,000 are scattered
through the Provinces of British Columbia, Quebec, and the Maritimes.

Though we Ukrainians come from different state-entities prisons to us,
for they were not of our choice—yet we do come from that one grand land.
Ukraine. How fortunate for us that we were able to retain and bring with us
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our language, the traditions, the culture, and some of the institutions that are
helping us now, and which will help us in the future in our development as worthy
Canadian citizens.

One of those common heritages is our religion. Our churches were the
first institutions that we got busy at establishing and developing from the very
beginning. True enough, even here we are divided into two separate church
organizations, the Greek Catholic and the Greek Orthodox, but both of these,
with the exception of their ecclesiastical structures, have a common basis, a com-
mon history and a common ritual. The bulk of the Canadian citizens of Ukrain-
ian descent are definitely within the folds of either the Greek Catholic or the
Greek Orthodox Churches.

Both of these churches have a history behind them as Canadian institutions
in charge of responsible men. They represent a substantial portion of material
wealth invested by the respective adherents of these two church bodies, with
the definite consciousness that these constitute one of their many permanent
investments in the land of their adoption.

These two bodies of Ukrainian Canadians pursued (though separately)
parallel and in many instances identical lines of action and development. Both
of these two bodies established, within their respective folds, secular organiz-
ations—the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada within the Greek Catholic
group, and the Self-Reliance League within the Greck Orthodox group. Both
of these groups have permanent institutions giving an opportunity to Ukrainian
boys and girls going through High Schools and Universities to get financial
assistance and supervision. They also maintain their own publications which
serve their respective organizations and the general body of their adherents.

The Ukrainian National Federation and the United Hetman organizations
draw their membership mainly out of the post-war immigration to Canada
and various denominations, while the United Labor Organization was formed
out of those who broke away from the Farmer-Labor Temple organizations for
reasons known to you all.

All these organized formations have their own cultural programs, they main-
tain a number of community halls and local centres for social and cultural
activities, and they also support their own publications.

The Canadians of Ukrainian descent, by a process of continuous evolution,
and long before the present war, had accepted this basic principle, which every
Canadian citizen, of whatever extraction he may be, must sooner or later accept—
namely, that every question and every problem, be it strictly Canadian or
pertaining to international relations, must be approached, dealt with and solved
from a Canadian point of view.

May I put it this way, Ladies and Gentlemen, that long before the present
war, the bulk of Ukrainians in Canada accepted this guiding principle, namely:
That our connections with the past are very general; that we as Canadians can
have no direct connection, nor can we ever be a part and parcel of any group
movement in Europe.
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This is the position taken by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee. Though
the creation of the Committee was brought about in 1940, preparations and
attempts to find a common ground for co-operation were going on for many
years prior to that date. There is no question that the war and the necessity
for a common front precipitated the culmination of this ultimate purpose.

It was realized at that time that all loyal Canadians of Ukrainian descent
should be able to co-ordinate all their organizational facilities and resources
towards the winning of the war. There was only one group of Canadians of
Ukrainian descent that was omitted, and that is the Communist faction—a
group which had nothing to do with any of the groups of which the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee is composed, and which was definitely, in our opinion
and as subsequent events proved, both Anti-Canadian and opposed to Canadas
participation in this war, (until Russia came into the picture).

The Structure of the Committee

Basically, this Committee is composed of five Dominion-wide organizations:

(a) The Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada;

(b) The Self-Reliance League;

(c) The Ukrainian National Federation of Canada;

(d) The United Hetman Organization, all having two members on the executive,
and

(e) The United Labor Organizations, with one member on the executive.

The important offices are occupied by the following:

President—Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood;
First Vice-President-—Capt. Rev. Sawchuk, of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance League;
Second Vice-President-—W. Kossar, representing Ukrainian National Federation;

General Secretary --J. W. Arsenych, K.C., representing the Ukrainian Self-
Reliance League;

Treasurer—Mr. A. Malofie, representing United Hetman Organization;
Financial Treasurer -T.Chwaliboga, representing the United Labor Organization.

All editors of the publications connected with these groups are also par-
ticipating as members of the Committee. We have a wider body as members
of the General Council, about twenty of each group, occuping prominent posi-
tions in communities throughout all the settlements in Canada. We also have
one hundred and fifteen branches, chiefly formed out of representatives of the
local branches of the component Dominion-wide organizations. The Committee
enjoys complete co-operation from all members of its component groups, and
utilizes in its work their combined organizational facilities and their five weekly,
one semi-weekly, and six monthly publications.

Recently there was raised in the Press and elsewhere the question that
this committee is not a representative committee and that it does not express
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the will of and does not give leadership to the majority of Canadians of Ukrainian
descent. 1t was further claimed that a certain committee by the name of the
Ukrainian Canadian Association is the body entitled to public recognition and
encouragement, and that it be the body empowered to speak for and on the
behalf of the Canadian citizens of Ukrainian descent. I have my own con-
sidered opinion about this contention. I may be wrong, but I do not hesitate
to state my opinion for what it is worth, and future events will show whether
I am right or wrong.

The so-called Ukrainian Canadian Association does not speak for Canadians
of Ukrainian descent at all. It is not directed by Ukrainians, and yet it is
striving for influence and leadership amongst Canadians of Ukrainian,descent,
against their will, their traditions, and their principles. The moving spirits
behind this association are Comrade Tim Buck and his companions of various
racial origins, who were not long ago conspicuously absent from our midst. They
are continuously changing their “trade name” in order to suit the occasion.

It reminds me of a pertinent expression of a great Ukrainian poet, Ivan
Franco: “I hear your voice, though I do not see your person.” Briefly and
pointedly I would say that it is the Communist party of Canada and their fellow
travellers who are raising this clamor, and for a very definite purpose too.

I can definitely state, Ladies and Gentlemen, and I believe every member
of this Congress will approve of my statement, that this so-called Ukrainian
Canadian Association does not represent the 150 priests and the parishes of
Greek Catholic and Greek Orthodox belief. It does not represent, nor has it
the right to speak on behalf of the five Dominion organizations represented in the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee. It does not speak on behalf of several hundred
public and high school teachers of Ukrainian descent; nor can it claim to speak
on behalf of several hundred professional men of Ukrainian descent--the doctors,
dentists, lawyers, druggists, engineers, architects, etc. Neither can it speak for
the thousands of other loyal Canadian citizens of Ukrainian descent—the large
body of farmers, the industrial workers and right-of-way maintenance men who
are fully aware of their position as Canadian citizens, and who owe allegiance to
Canada, and to Canada only.

What are the principles and objects of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee?

1. First of all, we, all combined, stand for democratic principles and the
maintenance and the development of British Institutions; and we are opposed
to any and all totalitarian philosophies in whatever form they may ever appear.

2. We believe that, through the representatives of the Dominion-wide
organizations of Canadians of Ukrainian descent which form this Committee,
the Committee does and shall serve for the exchange of opinions, for the clarifica-
tion and the consolidation of public opinion, and for the action of Ukrainian
Canadians towards the following objectives:

(a) Co-ordination and intensification of the participation of Canadian
Ukrainians in Canada’s war effort with its concomitant principles of
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Democracy, Christian civilization, social justice and freedom to all
nations. This, in short, is the immediate purpose of the Committee.

(b) But we have a further purpose, namely, to maintain this body for the
purpose of devising ways and means of solving problems in Canada
common to all of us.

(c¢) We hope, also, to be of some assistance to the aspirations of the 45,000,000
Ukrainians in Europe so that they, too, may receive equal treatment
and equal rights in the family of free nations.

One could say, and we often hear this from various sources and in some
instances from well-meaning people, that we, as Canadians, should take no
interest in European questions. It would follow that the Ukrainian question
should not be part of our preoccupation at all. Personally, I would say, and
this is the considered policy of the whole Committee that at the present time
our main effort is and should be the winning of the war and the achievement
of the principles expressed in the Atlantic Charter. As part of the British
Empire, Canada cannot at any time subscribe to the Munroe Doetrine. Even
the United States of America, it is hoped, has definitely abandoned this policy,
realizing that no country can be isolated and be immune from the consequence
of war, no matter where the source or beginning of that war may be.

We further stress that until all peoples in all lands, and especially in Europe,
are accorded the principles enunciated in the Atlantic Charter, (and I venture to
say that none of them'will refuse to accept freedom and just treatment) that
Canada is and shall be interested in European affairs, and we, as Canadians
paying a price in this war, are interested that this be the last price we shall
be paying.

Finally, let me make this observation. The Committee, as it is composed,
represents a very good cross section of the Ukrainian Canadians. The Com-
mittee is not composed of “Yes” men. We differ in our opinions and in our
approaches to various problems, but this is the very purpose of the Committee,
for by meeting together, by striving to find solutions to common problems-- -solu-
tions acceptable to the majority- we believe that we are definitely making
progress not only for the good of the Ukrainian Canadians but for the good of
Canada as a whole.

On the formation of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, the five constituent,
Dominion-wide organizations did not fuse; on the contrary, they retained their
autonomy and remained independently responsible for the development of their
organizations. They were left with the responsibility for the conduct of their
memberships and their organizations as such. Even during this Congress,
Ladies and Gentlemen, a very careful observer will find that speakers addressing
it will have a different approach to the problems that we plan to deal with.
But all speakers have one common purpose, and this purpose is quite apparent
and requires no further elaboration. Let the records speak for themselves.
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UKRAINIAN CANADIANS IN CANADA’S WAR EFFORT

Address delivered by W. Kossar, Vice-President of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee and Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee.

The theme which was given to me by the Executive of the Ukrainian Can-
adian Committee and upon which I am privileged to speak to the delegates
and guests of the First Congress of the Canadian Ukrainians has, on the one
hand, proved to be very gratifying; while, on the other, it has placed the speaker
in a rather perplexing position.

It is gratifying to have the opportunity to
present to the Congress a resumé of the sum-
total of activities of the majority of the Canadian
citizens of Ukrainian origin, from the first day
of the war up to the present time. It is so much
more gratifying because we all know that the
sympathies of the delegates and the guests
present today have not altered throughout the
period of this war. Only a relatively small group
of those who called themselves Ukrainians (but
who later gave this same name to be used by
the enemies of their own race as an instrument
against Ukrainians and Canada) did not rally
to the appeals for an all-out War Effort which
we made from the very first day of the war.
However, this small group of misinformed people

W. Kossar was not able to do much damage—firstly, be-

cause they are only a small group; and secondly,

because prompt government action rendered them relatively harmless. At least

80% of the Ukrainian population in Canada rallied immediately to the call of

the Canadian Government; and today, at this Congress, we shall endeavor to

sum up the part the Ukrainian Canadians are taking in the great war effort of

Canada, one of the biggest arsenals of the United Nations. This is a gratifying

task for us, because it is a pleasure to be able to announce publicly—to the

whole of Canada—that the Ukrainian Canadians have shown remarkable progress
in their active support of Canada’s war effort.

On the other hand, although my assignment is very gratifying, it does
present many difficulties. Every research-student, in order to make a complete
presentation of any topic, must use definite facts. The same is true of a lecture
such as I am giving. It is very difficult and often impossible to gather facts
if there are not definite sources of information. Such sources were not at my
disposal. The fact that the Ukrainians are widely scattered over Canada’s
expanse further complicated my attempts at gathering any statistical data. Cer-
tain information concerning the participation of Canadians in our country’s
war effort is not of a publicable nature. The members of the First Ukrainian
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Congress of Canada will realize, therefore, why this lecture cannot give definite
figures of desired accuracy.

To begin with, I wish to underline that the first factor which did so much
to increase the contributions of Ukrainians to Canada’s War Effort was the
formation of this one central body-—the energies of each separate organization
were being unduly used up. With the uniting of these separate organizations,
the energies of all were likewise united and immediately became a far-reaching
factor in the war effort of Canada, the country which has become the home-
land of our fathers, of ourselves and of our children. It is no wonder, there-

fore, that the governmental and public opinion of Canada greeted with pleasure
this action of the Ukrainian Canadians.

From its citizens a nation at war demands increased contributions and
sacrifices. The present war, which is the most bitter of all wars ever fought—
a so-called total war--demands extremely large contributions and sacrifices. These
are money, labor, and life itself. The greatest sacrifice is that of life. The
sooner the citizens of a country undertake its defence, the greater is their

reward and the deeper must be the respect shown to them by their other
fellow-citizens.

From the first day of war the Ukrainian Canadians, regarding themselves
as citizens of Canada both from the point of view of rights and obligations,
stepped out firmly to combat both the external and internal enemies. They pre-
sented their viewpoint through the press, meetings, churches and organizations.
The important fact is that these same Ukrainians, now represented by the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee, have honorably fulfilled their obligations as
loyal citizens of Canada regardless of the foreign policies of the warring nations.

All of us can still remember the day when the First Canadian Overseas
Division, totally made up of volunteers, left Canada. How honored we were to
know that this division had in its ranks hundreds of Ukrainian Canadians! As
far back as February 13, 1940, the Director of Public Information stated that
“ten percent of the Saskatchewan enlistments for active service are Canadians of
Ukrainian origin, though this particular blood strain is less than ten percent of
the Saskatchewan population.” He stated further, “They have seen the issues

involved in the present war and take up gladly the responsibilities of their
status as citizens of the Dominion.”

This public commendation appeared at the time when the Communist
element was trying to discourage young people from entering the armed forces,
and was calling this conflict “the war of Imperialistic and Capitalistic Britain.”
Rather than assisting with the recruiting, this particular group was then deliber-
ately hindering it.

Today we look with pride at the record of the Ukrainians serving in the
Canadian army. There is no branch of Canada’s Armed Forces in which one

" cannot find some Ukrainians. In the Navy, in the Army, and in the Air Force,
thousands of young men and women of Ukrainian descent are carrying out
their duties to the satisfaction of their commanding officers. Thousands of them
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are serving overseas, and many of them have already seen action. In the two
major battles in which Canadians participated -— namely, Hong Kong and
Dieppe — many Ukrainians took part. A great many of these Ukrainian Can-
adians have already paid the supreme sacrifice.

In its editorial of June 2nd, 1943, the Winnipeg Free Press speaks thus of
Canadian Ukrainians and of the work done by the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee for the War Effort: “When this war came, the best leadership among
our Ukrainians sought to unite our Ukrainians behind the War Effort. At the
time when the Communist Ukrainians were trying to sabotage our War Effort
at every turn, the Ukrainian Canadian Committee was formed of the other
elements. It is no secret that getting this organization functioning was ex-
tremely difficult, for the factional hatred inside the anti-Communist Ukrainian
group ran deep. But the organization was formed. It has done real service
to Canada, while the way that 30 to 40 thousands young Ukrainians joined the
Canadian Armed Forces, most of them long before Russia entered the war, is
proof of the extent to which Canadianization has gone.”

Can there be a better answer to the Communists in Canada, and to those
outside Canada, who slanderously state that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee
is a Hitlerite organization?

When we take into consideration the data given above—that approxi-
mately 35,000 Ukrainians have enlisted in the Armed Forces—we see that out
of 305,869 (census 1941) 11.4% of them are now in uniform. This percentage
is certainly large. In the army ranks are found not only Ukrainian farmers and
laborers, but also doctors, lawyers, agriculturists, engineers, school inspectors
and hundreds of teachers. Every professional group among the Ukrainians
has its representatives in the Canadian Army. There are districts in Alberta
and Saskatchewan where nearly all the young people have volunteered for the
armed forces—leaving behind only their old parents. This voluntary, mass
entrance of the Ukrainians into the army is our most important war record in
Canada.

All of the Ukrainians are proud of this record. By this mass enlistment the
Ukrainians have shown that they love this country and that they will fight both
for Canada’s existence and for the institutions which are based on British
democracy. They know that here, in Canada, they are a free people, allowed
to speak their own language, permitted to express their views, free to worship
their own churches, and able to gather for meetings and to hold such gatherings
as today’s Congress.

Among these thousands of Ukrainian soldiers are found many commissioned
and non-commissioned officers. The number of non-commissioned officers
undoubtedly runs into hundreds. Basing our figures on the incomplete list of
commissioned officers that I have been able to gather, and which reaches the
approximate number of 150, and adding to that the list of Ukrainian boys that
have taken or are at present taking their officers’ training courses at the Univer-’
sities, the number of commissioned officers can be calculated at being about
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250. If we, furthermore, consider the great number of Ukrainian boys in the
Armed Forces who have completed their high school training and who have
good abilities, we can readily understand that the number of officers will be
steadily increasing.

Among the officers in the Army we have a Lieutenant-Colonel, five Majors,
25 Captains, and other ranks. A great number of Ukrainian officers are in the
Air Force—two of them have the rank of Squadron Leader. In the Navy, too,
many Ukrainian boys have commanding positions. Many Ukrainians are instruc-
tors in the Army and in the Air Force, and at least 15 doctors and dentists
are in the Army. I would like to point out that it was due to the efforts of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee that at this time we have four Ukrainian Greek
Catholic and Greek Orthodox chaplains celebrating the Mass for the Ukrainian
boys in the armed forces of Canada.

For example, from the Ukrainian population that is represented by the
Winnipeg branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee the number of recruits
is over 1,500. (Of these, 21 are officers and 79 are non-commissioned officers.)
The number represents approximately 6% of the. Ukrainian population in
Winnipeg. Thirty-six of these have been killed, are missing or have been
taken prisoners. Two of these were officers, three were non-commissioned officers
and 81 were privates.

To date a large number of Canadian Ukrainians have fallen on the battle-
fields or have died while on duty. In this connection, permit me to mention
Hong Kong. In this heroic action, 10% of the Canadian troops engaged were
Ukrainian. Of this number 38 were killed and 66 were captured—altogether
104 men. In the historic action at Dieppe, the Ukrainians also took part and
suffered many losses. From the officers’ ranks alone, two captains and five
lieutenants gave their lives in the defence of their country. Although the Can-
adian forces have not yet been engaged in any major land battles, the sacrifices
of the Canadian Ukrainians have already added up to several hundreds of men.

Many Ukrainian soldiers have been decorated for heroic deeds. Only
recently two airmen were decorated by the Governor-General of Canada, and
one was decorated by His Majesty, King George VI

Besides the part that the Ukrainians are playing in the Active Army over-
seas and in Canada, hundreds are found in the Reserve Army which was formed
to defend Canada and her coast lines. We emphasize with pleasure that in
spme Reserve Units Ukrainians have formed their own separate platoons. In
the Reserve Army, also, Ukrainians have commissioned and non-commissioned
officers.

The Canadian Ukrainians are doing their share in another important phase
of Canada’s war effort—namely, by their financial contributions. I have in
mind the participation of the Ukrainians in the four Victory Loans and in the
buying of War Savings Certificates. In the four Victory Loans, a large number
of Ukrainians took an active part in the selling of war bonds. Especially was
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this true in Western Provinces, where Ukrainians were on the provincial and
the city committees which were organized to promote the sale of Victory Bonds.

We can understand more thoroughly the part Ukrainians have played in
these loans if we take Alberta as an example. In this province the 71,863
Ukrainians made a very good showing in the 15 districts where they make up
50 or more of the population. The members of the Provincial Executive of
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee in Alberta were represented both on the
Provincial Executive of the Victory Loan Committee and on its press committee.
In 10 provincial districts Ukrainians were the organizers of the Loan Com-
mittees. Of the 15 districts previously mentioned, 13 exceeded their quota,
and the record for the whole 15 districts was 120.9% of quota. In these districts,
bonds sold during the Fourth Victory Loan Campaign amounted to the sum of
$923,000.00. I might point out that one district reached 198.6% of its quota.
That is, it almost doubled it. Smoky Lake reached 136.8%/, and Vegreville
district had 121.3%. An Edmonton paper reported that the first person to buy
a bond was a Ukrainian girl who was then working at a very low salary.”

The vice-president of the National War Finance Committee, at the end of
the campaign, thanked our Ukrainian paper in Edmonton with the words:
“Your help to the Department that conducted the propaganda played a big
part in presenting to the farmers the importance of the loan. It was the printing
of appropriate material that brought such gratifying results.”

In one of the districts in Manitoba where 95% of the population is of
Ukrainian origin, the quota was oversubscribed by 149;. The six districts in
Manitoba in which 40-95% of the population is Ukrainian achieved during the
Fourth Victory Loan Campaign an average of 1129 of tHeir quota.

In Saskatchewan, the Ukrainian farmers produced very good results. For
example, I can give you the specific information that 2,350 purchasers of bonds
were farmers and that they purchased bonds totalling $227,000, which averages
$96 per person. -In 11 districts where the population is mainly Ukrainian,
$95,000 worth of bonds were bought by 875 purchasers, which averages $108
per person.

In Eastern Canada also, where 56,000 Ukrainians reside, the Canadian
Ukrainians took a prominent part in the buying of war bonds. Unfortunately,
exact figures are not available. Some organized units have begun to collect
such data; and I am sure that, with the widening of the efforts of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee in the future, such statistical facts will be gathered for
historical purposes.

It is a pleasure to present to this Congress a few figures compiled about
Winnipeg. These figures concern the Fourth Victory Loan bonds purchased
by those Ukrainians who belong to national cultural organizations. The organiz-
ations proper, without the help of individual members, bought bonds totalling
$1,216. The Ukrainians who associate themselves with the activities of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee have bought during the last 30-month period
bonds totalling approximately $585,000, and War Saving Certificates for $348,000.
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These are, of course, incomplete figures. The Ukrainians of Winnipeg alone,
even though the majority of them are laborers, have invested over one million
dollars in bonds.  Their contribution is really great. One Ukrainian, for
example, bought bonds totalling $10,000. At the same time both the organiz-
ations and their individual members contributed at least $15,000 to the Red
Cross. These figures are also incomplete.

Figures quoted here in connection with the sale of bonds as released by
the National War Finance Committee show that quotas have been over-sub-
scribed in all those districts where Ukrainians constitute an important proportion
of the population.

On the other hand, closer study shows that some of these districts could
have done much better. It may seem odd when I say that these poor showings
are not entirely the fault of the people concerned. The reason, I think, lies
elsewhere.

During the Loan drives, the government conducts vigorous publicity cam-
paigns, appealing to the public through the press, over the radio, and by means
of various advertising. All this aids in the success of the loan, particularly
among the Anglo-Saxons. Unfortunately, much of this publicity does not reach
the Ukrainians. This is particularly true of Western Canada, where most of
the younger people have left their farm homes. The older folks do not read
English newspapers and take limited advantage of the radio. Consequently
much of this government publicity is lost.

For this reason, the necessary publicity depends upon the Ukrainian press—
with its limited resources—and upon the Ukrainian organizations in whose name
the - Ukrainian Canadian Committee speaks with authority on all important
questions. Ukrainians can best be reached by word of mouth since they respond
best to this approach. This is not always possible because under present war-
time conditions there is a shortage of capable workers among the Ukrainians
that constitute the Ukrainian Canadian Committee. Thus, because we could
not address Ukrainians directly, the government publicity did not achieve the
desired effect among all Ukrainians.

Nevertheless, we did obtain relatively good results, most of which can be
ascribed to the Ukrainian papers, to the church, and to the lay organizations which
are associated with Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

When we think of war industries, we include all products that are essential
to the successful prosecution of the war. These products are not only the
finished products—the arms, munitions, tanks, planes and ships; equally im-
portant are the raw materials.

The majority of the Canadian Ukrainians who are not in the armed forces
of Canada are engaged in some kind of war production. In comparison with
other nationalities, the percentage of Ukrainians thus occupied is much higher.
At least 907 of the Ukrainians are working in the production of essential mate-
rials as farmers and laborers; the remaining small percentage makes up our
middle class. This means that Ukrainians are chiefly engaged in the production
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of those essentials which constitute the blood stream for the successful prosecution
of the war. The Ukrainians in Western Canada, now totalling 249,000 people,
run their own factories—their farms. They till millions of acres of land, and they
raise millions of bushels of grain and hundreds of thousands of livestock. The

Ukrainian farmers, as all other Canadian farmers, are unquestionably doing an
essential war job.

The Ukrainians of Eastern Canada are mostly employed in factories which
turn out finished war machines. In 1941, there were in the East over 56,000
Ukrainians. This number has increased since the last census, because of the
influx of people from the West to the industrial cities located in the Eastern
Provinces. The great part of the Ukrainians who live permanently in the East,
and nearly all of those who came from the West, are employed in war plants.
Their number totals approximately 30,000. Ukrainians working in these plants
are therefore directly contributing to Canada’s war effort.

Large numbers of Ukrainians mine the coal and the ores which are so
essential to Canada’s war effort. Their faithfulness and their efficiency in this
laborious and dangerous work has earned for the Canadian Ukrainian miners
the respect and the admiration of others.

Concerning the Red Cross and Other Service Work

The Ukrainian Canadians have participated with other Canadian citizens
in all the varied service activities, as well as in the three campaigns of the Red
Cross. We note that in the cities and towns where Ukrainians live the work
was proportionately greater than that done in rural communities where there
wasn’t the same opportunity of getting in touch with every farm home. . The
Ukrainian Canadians are fully cognizant of the importance of the wonderful
work done by the Red Cross, and they support its activities at every opportunity.

I would like to draw your attention to the hundreds of collections made
among the Ukrainians, collections organized and conducted mainly by the
women. Through their own organizations, in the many divisions of the Red
Cross, and in the sub-units of other women’s War Service Clubs, the Ukrainian
women have done their share both in work and in contributions. They sew,
knit, remake clothes, pack parcels for shipment overseas, gather food and clothing,
help with the tag days for the Red Cross, hold teas and exhibitions in aid,of the
Red Cross, and give speeches over the radio on matters pertaining to the Red
Cross. In all the larger centres our organized women have their representatives
in the Canadian executives of the Red Cross, and there they have gained for them-
selves the respect of others.

Wherever Ukrainians live and wherever there is a Red Cross centre, the
Ukrainians have taken active part in the work done at those centres. For
example, in 15 Northern districts of Alberta, Ukrainians make up the majority
of the executives. In Saskatchewan, in Manitoba, and in the East, the Ukrainians
have joined the ranks of the Red Cross workers and have everywhere earned
recoguition as willing and efficient co-workers in a common cause.
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The Ukrainian women also help with the selling of War Savings Stamps and
Certificates; they entertain service men not only in the community halls but also
in their own homes (this is especially true in the cities where there are barracks
for our Armed Forces); and the organized women, especially, send cigarettes
to soldiers overseas, be it from time to time or regularly every month. The num-
ber of cigarettes sent by the Dominion Executives of our women’s organizations
amounts to hundreds of thousands. Small parcels are being sent by them to
the boys overseas. Direction and assistance in this worthy work has been given
by the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee and by the Ukrainian
War Veterans’ Association.

In common with other Canadian citizens, the Ukrainians help in gathering
salvage both in rural and urban communities. This effort on the part of the
Ukrainians is important and sincere. Last year for example, Myrnam, Alberta, -
sent out several carloads of scrap metal and rubber. In Mundare, Alberta, one
Ukrainian farmer donated his thresher to the salvage collection.

During the time of the Registration of the Canadian Women, Ukrainian
women and girls helped with the clerical work both in the cities and on the
farms. They helped likewise during the distribution of Ration Coupon Books,
and some of these ladies held very responsible positions. They also assisted in
the work of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board. Their contribution of time
and effort was on a purely voluntary basis.

It should also be mentioned that one of the women’s organizations repre-
sented at this Congress donated two ambulances to the Canadian Red Cross.

It is practically impossible to state in figures the sum-total of the contribu-
tions of the Ukrainians to Canada’s War Effort, because such figures are not
always available. In this connection, however, I would like to quote these
words of an executive member of the Canadian Red Cross: “Proportionately
the Ukrainians are contributing to Canada’s War Effort as well as people of
British origin and decidedly more than any of the non-British groups.”

I realize that this address is not entirely satisfactory from a statistical point
of view. It would be much better if we were able to present to this First
Ukrainian Canadian Congress complete statistical data concerning the contribu-
tions of the patriotically-minded Ukrainian Canadians to Canada’s War Effort.
Then we would definitely speak in terms of millions rather than approximately
in tens or hundreds of thousands.

The contributions of the Ukrainians in the form of money, labor and enlist-
ments is sufficient proof of their gratitule towards the country which they have
adopted as their own.

This attitude of the Ukrainians during this present war is due mainly to
those organizations which today are participating in this First Congress of the
‘Ukrainian Canadians. By written word—through their 12 newspapers—and also
by means of pamphlets and books, by spoken word in their 656 churches,
parishes and missions, through their 13 educational institutions, in their 405
community halls, and through 1,429 other community centres throughout the
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rural and urban sections of Canada, these organizations have carried out con-
structive work among Canadians of Ukrainian origin both in time of peace as
well as in this trying period of war.

Nor have the Ukrainian organizations obtained these desired results by
demagogic means—Dby agitative speeches at market squares and at open forums,
or by fanatical leaflets and pamphlets. This was effected by means of a program
of organized, planned and constructive work.

Those who want to defame us by means of slander, and those who try to
convince the general public that the Ukrainian Communists represent the major-
ity of the Canadian Ukrainians should not forget that all spiritual institutions,
namely the Ukrainian Greek Catholic and the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox churches
and also the religious communities affiliated with the Ukrainian Protestant
Church (which altogether serve approximately 800 parishes and missions)
support the aims of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee; on the other hand, not
one Ukrainian church supports the Communists. Furthermore, those who state
that they form the majority of Canadian Ukrainians should bear in mind that
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee represents about 1,500 organizational units

which own a total of 405 community halls, while this opposing group owns only
about 100.

In conclusion, I would like to say that we, who have in the past so greatly
contributed to Canada’s War Effort through our constructive activities and our

deeply patriotic attitude towards Canada, should in the future increase these
activities through:

1. A closer co-operation of Ukrainian organizations in all matters to which the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee has dedicated its efforts;

2. A strengthening of the morale of our soldiers—by sending them parcels of
cigarettes, food, books, etc.; by taking care of those who, although in
Canada, are far away from their families; and by increasing the number
of Ukrainian chaplains to serve the spiritual needs of our boys;

3. Increased purchases of bonds and war savings certificates; and,

4. Intensified work of our women in the Canadian Red Rross and in other
worthy social services.

The contribution of the Ukrainians to the War Effort will assure their future
in Canada.

The afternoon session was adjourned at 6.45 p.m.



MASS VICTORY RALLY
(Playhouse Theatre—Tuesday, June 22, 1943, 8.30 p.m.)

Chairman-—Hon. Capt. Rev. S. W. Sawchuk, Winnipeg.
Vice-Chairman—Hon. Capt. Rev. M. Pelech, Winnipeg.

NOTE—On the stage were seated a distinguished group of representatives of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, as well as of various governmental bodies.

Chairman’s Remarks—Capt. S. W. Sawchuk
Your Honor, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Tonight’s “Rally” is being held in conjunction with the All-Canada Ukrainian
Canadian Congress which opened in our city this morning, and which will continue
tomorrow and Thursday. The Congress was called by the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee, composed of five Dominion-wide organizations, namely: The
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood, The Ukrainian Self-Reliance League of Canada,
Ukrainian National Federation, The United Hetman Organizations and the
Ukrainian Workers” Organizations.

Before the war these organizations carried on their work independently of
one another, and, if truth be told, quite often in opposition to one another. Soon
after the outbreak of war, however, they realized that if the Ukrainian Canadians
were to contribute their proper share toward Canada’s war effort, their activities
must be properly directed and co-ordinated. Accordingly, these organizations
agreed to bury their differences at least for the duration, and to unite in a
central committee, whose chief objectives are:—to co-ordinate and to intensify the
participation of Ukrainian Canadians in Canada’s war effort, and to serve before
the government and the public opinion of Canada as an authoritative repre-
sentative body of Ukrainian Canadians.

The Committee was formed on the 7th day of November, 1940, and it now
has the support of 149 Ukrainian priests of Greek Catholic and Greek Orthodox
churches, who minister to 656 congregations, of 700 to 800 school teachers, and
of hundreds of local community leaders, six weekly and six monthly and semi-
monthly publications. In all, there are 1,429 organization centres, recognizing
the leadership of the Committee, and representing a preponderant majority of the
Ukrainian Canadians.

May I point out, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the Ukrainian Canadians who
are represented by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee were, from the very
beginning of the war, and are now wholeheartedly behind their country. A
predominant majority of them are Canadian born, or Canadian raised, and as
such, they have never known nor have they ever owed alleglance to any other
country but Canada. As to those born in other countries, they have adopted this
country as their home, they have raised their families here and they consider
Canada as their own country, and the British Empire as their Empire.

Hence, there was never any doubt in their minds as to where their loyalties
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in the present war rested. At the outbreak of war thousands of them wrote to
Ottawa offering their services in any capacity; and when the call came for volun-
teers, the Ukrainians were not found wanting. In some parts of the country, as for
example in Saskatchewan, the Ukrainian enlistments are proportionately higher
than their population percentile.

There are no accurate figures as to how many Ukrainian Canadians serve
in the Canadian armed forces, but such data as is available suggests there are
between 30,000 and 40,000. Many of the Ukrainian Canadians have already paid
the supreme sacrifice at Hong Kong, at Dieppe, and on other battlefronts. Some
have been decorated for bravery; others have been mentioned in despatches for
outstanding conduct.

As to the Hong Kong expedition, may I point out that out of about 1,000
Winnipeg Grenadiers who took part in it, one hundred, or 10%, were Ukrainians.
Since only 66 of this hundred were reported as prisoners of war, the remaining
34 must be presumed to have died in action. Hence, while the total loss for the
whole of Canadian expedition to Hong Kong amounted to about 15%, the
Ukrainian loss amounted to 34%.

It is not known how many Ukrainians took part in the Dieppe raid, but
the casualty lists contain some 85 Ukrainian names, which constitute 2% % of
the total casualties-—or, about exactly the proportion of Ukrainians to the total
population of Canada.

I submit, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the figures for Hong Kong and Dieppe
are not exceptional, for no one can suggest that the Ukrainians were especially
selected for those two expeditions. These figures may be safely taken as showing
a true proportion of Ukrainians in the armed forces. The reason that our per-
centage is higher than our proportion to the total population of Canada is, to my
mind, quite simple: we have larger families than some of the other racial groups
in Canada and, consequently, our percentage of manpower is proportionately
higher.

Information about the Ukrainians in the Royal Canadian Air Force is even
more incomplete than that about those in the Army. At the beginning of the war
it was quite difficult for Canadians of Ukrainian descent to join the Air Force,
especially the flying branch of the service. With time, however, they were
accepted more readily, and now there are thousands of Ukrainian boys wearing
Air Foice uniforms. Most of them are serving as mechanics, radio technicians,
instructors and the like, but there are also pilots, navigators, observers and
gunners, who take full part in operational flights over Germany and over other
enemy territories. The frequency with which Ukrainian names appear in the
Royal Air Force casualty lists is ample proof of this.

The Royal Canadian Navy, too, has claimed a considerable number of our
young men, and it may be safely stated there are at least several hundreds of
Ukrainian Canadians in the Naval service. As early as November, 1941, no less
than 42 Ukrainian boys had joined the Navy from Fort William alone, and
approximately the same number had enlisted in Winnipeg. No information
is available about other recruiting centres.
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We have no complete information as to the number of officers and non-
commissioned officers of Ukrainian origin. The incomplete data, which
gives about 150 officers and several hundred non-commissioned officers, tends
to show that in this respect we do not rank in proportion to our numbers in the
armed forces. It is interesting to note that Military District No. 12, comprising
the Province of Saskatchewan, leads all the other Military Districts as to the
number of Ukrainian Canadian officers, and I am informed that in the last two
years about 45 Ukrainians were commissioned in that district.

The highest military rank attained by a Ukrainian so far is that of Lieutenant-
Colonel in the Army, and Squadron Leader in the Air Force. We have also
four Ukrainian chaplains in Canada—two Greek Catholic and two Greek
Orthodox—but so far, none overseas. The number of our boys stationed there
would seem to warrant appointment of at least two chaplains for overseas ser-
vice, and it is hoped that these appointments will not remain long overdue.

Let me say, Ladies and Gentlemen, that I have dwelt at such length on
our numbers in Canada’s Armed Forces not as a proof that we have already done
our share and therefore may now relax, but as an encouragement and a stimulant
to our further, and even more intensive participation in Canada’s war effort.

On the home front the Ukrainian Canadians are also doing their part well.
They purchase Victory Bonds and War Savings Certificates, and contribute to
all War Service Funds. The Ukrainians have no really rich among them.
There are no Ukrainian manufacturers, nor large wholesalers, nor big business
men; they are mostly farmers and industrial workers, and their purchasing power
is quite limited. And yet, during the last Victory Loan Campaign, they made a
very good showing, and most of the districts either wholly or in majority Ukrain-
ian have over-subscribed their quota. Here are a few examples:

In Alberta, in 15 districts where Ukrainians constitute 50% or more of the
population, subscriptions averaged 120% of their quota. Radway, Alta., sub-
scribed 198.6%, Smoky Lake 136.8%, and Vegreville 121.39%,.

In Manitoba, the Ethelbert district, which is 959 Ukrainian, subscribed 114%.
Six other districts, where the Ukrainian population ranges from 40 to 95%, aver-
aged 112%. Winnipeg organizations, connected with the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee, subscribed in all four campaigns the sum of $121,680.00.

In Saskatchewan, 2,350 individual buyers of Ukrainian descent bought a
total of $227,000.00 worth of Bonds, or on an average of $96.00 per person. In
11 other settlements in the same province, 875 buyers, definitely of Ukrainian
descent, subscribed $95,000.00, or an average of $108.00 per person. These
cases, of course, do not cover the sum total of the Ukrainian subscriptions in that
Province; they form only a part of the said total.

I must also mention the splendid contributions the Ukrainian women, both
individually and through their various organizations, are making to our war
effort, by donating their work and money to the Red Cross Society and to other
war service agencies. Red Cross headquarters in the three Western Provinces
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report a very gratifying participation by and highly commendable contributions
by the Ukrainian women in all centres.

In conclusion, may I be permitted to make the following observation:

In the gigantic struggle in which Canada is presently engaged, unity of the
Canadian people is of paramount importance. Accordingly, anyone who fosters
dissensions by throwing false and groundless accusations of disloyalty and
treachery against any group or groups of Canadians does great harm to Can-
adian unity, and endangers the safety of the country. I believe in, and I trust in
the basic loyalty of all Canadians, regardless of their racial origin or the spelling
of their names.

I also have no fear as to the solidarity and unity of the Canadian Nation
now in the making. As we are all now united and as we stand behind the con-
stituted authority in our war effort, so shall we stand united and in support of the
constituted authorities and the national democratic institutions after the war, in
bringing about the return to normal and peaceful conduct and development of
our country. For although the Canadian people are composed of many and varied
racial groups, speaking, so far, many different languages, yet they are linked
together even now by the strongest of bonds—by common love and loyalty for
their country, and by a deep faith in the glorious future of Canada.

We are greatly pleased and honored by having with us the distinguished
guests on this platform, most of whom are going to address you briefly tonight.
Most of them are known to you, if not personally, then by name and position.
I shall not take up time by lengthy introductions; we have a long program and
I shall try to proceed with it as smoothly as possible.

We are honored tonight by the presence of his Honour, the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Manitoba. He has kindly accepted our invitation
to be present and has consented to deliver a brief message to you. He is known
in all parts of Canada for his interest in matters pertaining to community affairs
and for his interest in Canadians of non Anglo-Saxon origin. He is well acquainted
with the Ukrainian Canadians and their problems, both in the city and in the
Province; he knows, too, their historical background. When visiting Russia some
years ago, he also visited Ukraine. 1 am sure his message will be of supreme
value to us all. I shall call upon Hon. McWilliams, K.C., Lieutenant-Governor
of Manitoba.

The Hon. R. F. McWilliams, K.C., Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of
Manitoba.

The Lieutenant-Governor pointed out his pleasure at being able to join
with the Canadians of Ukrainian descent in a patriotic gathering of this type,
and to rejoice with them in the promise of strength that came from the spirit
of co-operation of the five Dominion-wide organizations which were united in
the demonstration.

He stated that he had followed with interest and pride the part that the
Ukrainians were taking in this war. A week ago he had visited the central
portion of Manitoba, settled mostly by Ukrainian Canadians, to be present at
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a celebration in remembrance of the establishment of the first Greek Catholic
church in Manitoba. He had found that 1,000 young men out of a possible
7,000 were in the service. “Your record in this respect is one of the finest in
this country.”

Mr. McWilliams pictured the horrors and the destruction of war, the piling
up of mountains of debt, and the sacrifices of Canada’s youth. The ghastly
business had brought some compensation . . . a spirit of unity and co-operation
among all the classes of the Canadian people, who had come to understand that
the things that unite them are much greater and deeper than those that divide
them

From personal contact and numerous visits he had found that the Ukrainians
were loyal to Canada, and that they exhibited a finer appreciation of the principles
underlying the freedom of Canada than any other group.

He stressed the fact that Canada’s citizens should be immensely proud to
be Canadians, and equally proud to be members of the British Commonwealth
of Nations, in which the Canadians have steadily acquired an ever-larger measure
of self-government until now they were as free as they ever could be. In time,
the speaker said,. all the British possessions will receive the same consideration
and the same liberties, and the British Empire will set the example by which
the nations of the world may be united in peace and co-operation . . . with
justice and freedom accorded to everyone.

The speaker referred briefly to the tour taken by Mrs. McWilliams and him-
self in which they had visited many of the historic cities and towns in the Ukraine
in order to understand and appreciate more thoroughly the newer citizens that
had settled in our midst.

Mr. McWilliams congratulated the Ukrainians in Manitoba for electing seven
members to the local legislature, and pointed out that their success was due to
the fact that they had shown in so many ways a spirit of co-operation amongst
themselves and to other Canadians. “I look forward to an ever-increasing spirit
of co-operation amongst the Canadians and among the various members of the
British Empire on the principles of justice, liberty, right, respect, and peace for
the world.”

He concluded his address by expressing to the audience the good wishes of
all the citizens of the Province of Manitoba.

Three vocal selections were sung by the Bilous sisters.

Mr. J. R. Solomon, M.L.A.

In introducing the next speaker, the Premier of Manitoba, Mr. Solomon
stressed the many fine qualities of the Honorable Stuart Garson: his age, being
one of the youngest premiers in the Dominion of Canada; his deep interest in
all movements and in people of all walks of life; his enviable reputation as one
of the finest treasurers in the Dominion of Canada; and the fine record he already
has as Premier of Manitoba.
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Hon. Stuart Garson, Premier of the Province of Manitoba.

It was a happy privilege, said Mr. Garson, to extend to the splendid gather-
ing of delegates to the First All-Canadian Congress of the Ukrainian Committee
the greetings and the. welcome of the Government of Manitoba.

The speaker then briefly described some of the beauty spots of Winnipeg,
and invited the visitors to avail themselves of this opportunity to visit them. He
would especially advise them to see the capitol building, one of the finest master-
pieces of public architecture in Canada, and the English garden at the Assiniboine
Park, one of the finest of its type in the world.

Mr. “Garson pointed out that Winnipeg was in the middle of Canada—in
the very centre, geographically and nationally, of the whole Dominion. In
Winnipeg resides a population of which all are exceedingly proud and in which
more nationalities are represented than in any other city in Canada. The con-
tributions of these various groups to the culture of the city have been very
great. The large group of Ukrainians has contributed especially in the field of
music and folk dances. Manitoba is proud to have some 90,000 of the total
300,000 Ukrainians living in Canada.

The speaker then referred to the remarks made by the chairman concern-
ing the contribution which those of Ukrainian parentage had made to the Can-
adian war effort. He stated that the Ukrainian Canadians should be very proud
of their achievements in that regard. A good example of this was a Memorial
Service that the premier had participated in a short time ago. The service was
being held to honor the members of the Canadian armed forces who had already
paid the supreme sacrifice in this war. Especially touching was the fact that
all those present had sung a new patriotic hymn, entitled “The Canadian Ukzainian
Hymn,” composed by a Ukrainian Catholic priest of this city.

“We are very proud of these things; and we of the Manitoba Government

are proud to be here tonight, and to extend our best wishes that every success
be yours at this Congress.”

Mr. W. Burianyk.

As a citizen of the Province of Saskatchewan, it was a happy privilege to
introduce to the audience the premier of that province. During his association
with Mr. Patterson, the Premier of Saskatchewan, the speaker had found him to
be a gentleman and a great friend of the Ukrainians.

Hon. W. ]. Patterson, Premier of Saskatchewan.

Mr. Patterson paid tribute to the 900,000 citizens of Saskatchewan who had
come to the province from all parts of the world, but who had proved to be,
first and foremost, good Canadians. Without regard to their racial, religious
and political backgrounds, they have united to support the Canadian war effort.
And in that cosmopolitan population, the people of Ukrainian birth and back-
ground have made their full contribution along with all other fellow-Canadians
from England, from Scotland, and from the other parts of the world. The
Ukrainian ‘'young men and women have willingly come forth to make their con-
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tribution in support of freedom and righteousness. The speaker expressed his
pleasure at having had this opportunity of being present at the Rally and being
able to pay tribute to the support and the contribution that is being made to
Canada and to the world at this time of national peril and world crisis by the
young men and women of Ukrainian descent.

Mr. Patterson pointed out that the first settlers to Saskatchewan were of
British origin. These pioneers had brought to Canada a love of liberty and
democratic principles, and a belief in the rights of the people to govern themselves.
The newer settlers had come to enjoy these democratic principles, and to partici-
pate with other Canadians in maintaining and carrying on democracy, self-
government and liberty. It was a wonderful tribute to the people who had come
from these other countries that they could so quickly have adjusted and adapted
themselves to their new conditions, and could so readily have utilized and used
the rights and the privileges which the British people had established. It was
true, perhaps, that these newcomers had brought to Canada some of those small
controversies that had prevailed in their home lands; but to a very large extent,
indeed, when they came into this new land, they had been prepared to forget
those differences, to drop those controversies, and to direct their aims and their
efforts towards making of Canada all that we would wish it to be.

Mr. Patterson agreed with His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor of Mani-
toba, that war was an evil and a terrible thing. But some good things were
coming out of this evil, and one of these was the drawing together and a binding
closer of all the peoples that made up the Canadian nation.

With this in mind, the speaker paid tribute to the work that had been
accomplished by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee in bringing different
sections of our population into a united war effort. He suggested that this unity
would be just as essential after the war, when Canada would still have to face the
tremendous task of reconstruction and rehabilitation. If by united effort and
undivided action the Canadians were going to win the war, so equally by united
action they could make of Canada that kind of country that they would all wish
and desire it to be.

A selection was played by the Royal Winnipeg Rifles’ Band, Mr. Dickson,
Bandmaster.

Lieutenant-Colonel H. P. Rocke, Assistant-Adjutant and Quartermaster
General of M.D. No. 10, representing the D.O.C. of that District.

Col. Rocke expressed the appreciation of those he represented for the part
that was being played by the Canadian soldiers of Ukrainian origin. In his
civilian life, Col. Rocke had found his Ukrainian employees dependable, intelli-
gent and hard-working, and the Ukrainian Canadians were demonstrating the
same qualities in the arts of war in the Armed Forces today. Some of those—
the brothers and sisters, or the sons and daughters of these Ukrainians—as a
result of the fine training they were getting, would be able to take part in those
final battles which would conclusively defeat the conqueror; and when they came
back, they will have earned by those efforts the right to equal participation with
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every other Canadian in the work that will lie before all in making of Canada
the promised land of the future.

With respect to the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, the speaker wished to
congratulate it for arranging this great gathering, and for their expression of
loyalty to the Canadian Government.

Captain Atkinson, representing Air Vice-Marshal Lawrence.

On behalf of No. 3 Training Command and the Royal Canadian Air Force,
Captain Atkinson expressed his good wishes for the success of the All-Canadian
Ukrainian Congress.

The speaker pointed out that in the many air stations scattered from coast
to coast there was not one in Canada which had no representatives of the Can-
adians of Ukrainian extraction, and that there were no airmen or officers of whom
the Royal Canadian Air Force was any more proud than of the Ukrainian
Canadians.

Lieut. Hamilton, representing the Royal Canadian Navy.
Mr. Chairman:

I know very well that you will excuse my Commanding Officer for not being
here tonight as he brings to this community none other than a bride.

Just how many Ukrainians are represented in the Navy, I cannot say, but
I can say I never think of them as Ukrainians but as Canadians and as good
citizens. My own chum spent a good deal of time in a ship of the Canadian
Navy, and he tells me that it has been proven that Westerners have something
in their make-up that makes it possible for them to stand on the deck of the
ship until the deed to be done is done. That is something that we can be well
proud of.

Canadians are still very much a free people. Early in their lives they associ-
ate with other groups as Boy Scouts, Sea Cadets, etc. Later on in life, some
activity of the school, of the church, or of a group such as this continues that
work. One cannot estimate the value of such associations, but we do know that
they help in training the minds of our young men so that they will be ready
for the difficult tasks which face them when they are in the service of their
country. That is why we are pleased with the work that you are doing today
for the young Canadian Ukrainians.

Major M. Serotuk, Battery Commander at Camp Shilo.

Mr. Chairman: N

I have been asked to say a few words as to how the boys are getting along
in the Army.

Let me give you a picture of a military camp. I may say that all military
camps have the same general atmosphere. A camp is usually an area by itself;
it is isolated and self-contained. There are training areas, parade squares, and
buildings of military type. The men train, work, and live together. Incidentally,
they are constantly asking for week-end leaves.
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I have had the opportunity of seeing young men from all parts of the
Dominion, particularly from Western Canada, develop and fit themselves into
the Army. All national groups have been well represented. Naturally you are
keenly interested in the soldiers of Ukrainian origin—you wonder how they are
getting along, and how they are doing. I can only touch on a few points,
some of which have been often asked in a personal way.

The boys of Ukrainian origin are on a par and on an equal footing with
other groups, and on the whole they make excellent soldiers. They adapt them-
selves to Army life definitely satisfactorily—just as well as any other racial
group in Canada, and probably a little better as they suffer from no superiority
complex and are thus better able to adjust themselves and to carry out their
many duities. That is a most important thing in Army life. Ukrainian boys
are gaining recognition as worthy Canadians through their behaviour, their
conduct, and their interest in Canadian and Empire affairs. They are interested
in Army life, and are dependable and reliable soldiers—the type that is appre-
ciated in war time, when facing the enemy.

In some, unfortunately, there is a tendency towards talking about racial
prejudice in the Army. However, such only draw attention upon themselves.
The Army is a great factor in dispelling such ideas. A man is given duties and
responsibilities according to his ability; nationality is hardly ever considered.
As to nationality, there might have been more-differences at the commencement
of this war; but the answer to that is that many had difficulty, at first, in living
together and working co-operatively in the Army for they had had no such
opportunity in their civilian life. The Canadian of Ukrainian parentage is singled
out when he has a strong accent in his speech; but so is the Anglo-Saxon and
the French Canadian.

There are officers and non-commissioned officers of Ukrainian origin in
appreciable numbers. In the first year of the war, people wondered why there
were not more. The fact is there was among the Ukrainian Canadians a lack of
military background. Only a small number were members of the militia prior
to the war, as predominantly they are agricultural boys. Many came into the Army
with an inferiority complex. They did try to adapt themselves as much as
possible, but they did not show any immediate signs of leadership, and this
always delays promotion. A handicap to some is the language, and this retards
their learning for they find it difficult to express themselves; promotion is thereby

slower, except as tradesmen, if they have learned the work well. Promotions
are now on the increase.

Our Army is made up of men from all parts of Canada, from all racial
groups, and from all walks of life. When on parade, drill or manoeuvres, men
must work together. Co-operation and team-work are absolutely essential. An
Army trains and fights as a body, not as an individual. Thus men come to know
one another; they exchange ideas and experiences; their outlook and views
broaden. This makes a soldier a citizen who no longer thinks in terms of an
individual, a group or a locality, but of Canada and the Empire as a whole.
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This will finally bring a deeper and more sympathetic understanding among all
the peoples in Canada.

You may well be proud of those of Ukrainian origin who are in the Can-
adian Army, and you may rest assured that your utmost efforts on their behalf,
whether they be direct or indirect, will inspire their morale and spirit. Our
Army, both civilians and soldiers, must win “victory” at all costs.

A telegram from Gen. L. R. LaFleche, Minister of National War Services
was now read by the Chairman.

(Text -— See P.M. Session.)

Miss C. Stefanyk, Winnipeg soprano, sang three selections.

Brigadier Trudeau, D.O.C., M.D. No. 12, Province of Saskatchewan, repre-
sented by Lieutenant I. J. Nakoney, Regina, Sask.

Mr. Chairman:

I am here to convey to you Brigadier Trudeau’s sincere regrets for not being
here tonight, but due to unforeseen circumstances he was delayed at the last
moment. He wants me to extend his regards to the delegates who came from
all parts of Canada, particularly to those from Quebec as that is Brig. Trudeau’s
home province.

He wanted me to give the following message to you here. “When the
Brigadier first took command of Military District No. 12, he was surprised to
find the majority of soldiers with names which were not familiar to him. He
immediately took the trouble to find out who these particular soldiers were. He
learned that the population of Saskatchewan is made up of a conglomeration
of peogles from all parts of Europe, and that these names belonged to Canadian
soldiers of Ukrainian origin. After gaining this knowledge, he procured the
book, “The History of the Ukraine,” and together with personal contact, he learned
that these people were the descendants of the Cossacks. In the present conflict,
the Cossacks and the Ukrainian guerillas have done a fine job in helping to drive
the German Army out of Russia. Cognizant that this was one of the many fine
things these people have done in this war, Brigadier Trudeau has shown his
appreciation to the Ukrainian people in Canada by furthering the interests of
the soldiers of Ukrainian origin in M.D. No. 12. He wants these soldiers and
their people to feel that they stand on equal footing with all others in the
Canadian Army.”

On behalf of Brig. Trudeau I wish this Congress every success.

Lieut. W. M. Wall, 5th Armoured (R) Division, R.C.A.S.C.
Mr. Chairman:

The hour is late, and it is not my desire to weary you with a lengthy
discussion about the Reserve Army.

I would like, however, to describe to you briefly the psychology of your
co-citizen who belongs to this patriotic and responsible body of Canadians. The
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average member of the Reserve Army, in common with all other civilians, under-
stands very well what we are fighting against and what we are fighting for.
Cogpnizant of his duties and responsibilities as a Canadian citizen of a democratic
country, he is most anxious to do his part. However, for many and worthy
reasons, he is unable to join the ranks of the Canadian Armed Forces engaged
in active operations. Nevertheless he still wishes to do his share.

From time to time he heard the addresses and read the pronouncements
of those leaders to whom our government. concerned with the safety of our
Canadian homes, has entrusted the defence of ourselves, our wives, our children,
and our democratic liberties which make or at least which can make life very
much worthwhile. These leaders have stated in sober and unmistakable terms
that there was danger to Canada, and that every able-bodied man not on active
service should become a member of her Reserve. Army in order to be ready and -
prepared if Canada called. Now this Revervist did not claim to be a military
expert, nor did he honestly believe that he was in a better position to judge the
merits of this case than were those responsible statesmen and those long-experi-
enced and highly-trained leaders. He was told that he was needed, and this
call he honestly obeyed.

Naturally Reserve training took up some of his spare time. It did interfere
with his many civilian activities. But he enjoys his two evenings per week at the
barracks where, in the masculine company of many other fine Canadians, he drills,
learns to handle arms, studies how to protect himself against a gas attack, how to
assist himself and others when they are injured—so many things that are useful
to him today, and which may be of greater benefit to him and to his country
tomorrow. For no one can guess what events may still bring to us.

In closing, permit me to tell you of the spirit that is evident in the men it
is my privilege to help train, and which I am sure exists in all Reserve units. 1
have in mind a young man, one of many, whose wife has described to me with
amusement but with justifiable pride how her Sgt. Jack rushes home on barracks’
nights, washes with one hand and shaves with the other, then puts on his uniform
in so many seconds, eats dinner with his right hand and polishes his brass buttons
with the disengaged left, rushes out to the street car and while hanging onto
the straps studies his military pamphlets on which he must instruct his squad,
and by gosh, he makes it on time and every time, for it wouldn’t do for a sergeant
to be ever late.

I often think, however, of a certain grey-haired gentleman in my own
platoon. Just the other day I rode to barracks with him, and with just a
suspicion of tears in his eyes, he whispered to me, “Well, sir, yesterday I sent
overseas my third and last son.” What can one say then? And then when I
consider how this gentleman, who is so hard of hearing that he cannot distinguish
the various commands, pitches into the training, carefully watching his neighbors
out of the corner of his eye and executing the commands which he cannot make
out just a split second later than the other members of his platoon—then my
admiration knows no bounds, and my heart fills with justifiable pride and respect
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for those worthy Canadians who are doing “their bit” by training in Canada’s
Reserve Army.

Lieut. A. Lutack, of the Canadian Army Medical Corps, M.D. No. 10.
Mr. Chairman:

I was hoping that I would not have to say anything tonight. I feel some-
what out of place, although I am thoroughly convinced that we women have
a placc in the Army. I had promised to speak about women in the Canadian
Army, but I shall say only a few words for the hour is already late.

As men join the forces, women must replace them. Women are now taking
up as many jobs as possible in order to release the men for armed service. Thus
in the summer of 1941 the C.W.A.C. and the R.C.A.F. (W.D.) were formed.
- The WRENS, CWAC’s and RCAF (WD) are auxiliary services. Women wear-
ing these uniforms are actually wearing badges of honor. Florence Nightingale
led the way by organizing a nursing service during the Crimean War; and ever
since that time of epoch-making heroism, similar or related services have been
organized by women in times of national distress. Women are ready and willing
to help their brothers in arms, and what they lack in physical strength is more
than compensated by their patience and devotion in carrying on their many
duties away from the front line. After the war they will willingly return to
their offices, to their homes, or to whatever work they were originally engaged in.
The knowledge and experience learned while in uniform will make them better
adapted to their work. Approximately 30,000 women have already voluntarily
joined.

Here is the procedure of enlistment. When an applicant makes her per-
sonal appearance, a medical examination is given. If found satisfactory, she is
sent to a basic training centre for not more than two weeks. Then she may be
sent to training centres at Kitchener or at Vermillion—1000 women training in
each centre. Advanced training follows. Following their basic training, they
are interviewed by a personal selection officer, who assigns them to whatever
work they seem to be most fitted. Some women are sent to a trade school where
they specialize. Barracks are clean and comfortable, and there is learning of
discipline. Canadian women are proud of their uniforms and of their oppor-
tunity to stand shoulder to shoulder with their men, for it gives to them the
opportunity of equal participation in shaping the history of the world.

Anthony Hlynka, M.P. for Vegreville, Alta., was presented to the audience.

Donna Grescoe, violinist, played masterfully a few beautiful selections.

A few words of welcome and thanks—Mayor Garnet Coulter.

Mr. J. W. Stechishin, Saskatoon, Sask.

Mr. Chairman:

I consider it a great honor to be called upon to introduce the next speaker.
I might say that I agreed to do this for two reasons. In the first place, I think
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I happen to know Professor Simpson more intimately than anyone else in this
audience. Secondly, what I have to say will not depart from the truth.

Prof. Simpson is going to speak on the subject “The Cultural Task of our
Generation.” I have heard Prof. Simpson speak on many occasions to gatherings
of Ukrainian Canadians, and he has always had a good message. I am surc that
we will appreciate his address tonight. We do like to have Prof. Simpson with
us, as he has one qualification that few other non-Ukrainians have-—-he is a keen
student of the Ukrainian question. In the study of the Ukrainian question, Prof.
Simpson has spent the last fifteen years. Because he was unable to get sufficient
information on this subject in the English language, he made up his mind some
ten years ago to study the Ukrainian language; and I want to tell you that he
certainly knows Ukrainian, and when he gets hold of a Ukrainian paper he
thoroughly understands its contents. I may also say that since acquiring his
knowledge of the Ukrainian language, he has been able to get much more infor-
mation about the question he was interested in, and he has studied the Ukrainian
problem without bias, and without prejudice. Consequently, he has earned for
himself the repute of being one of the good friends of the Ukrainian Canadians.
I have great pleasure in calling upon Prof. Simpson.

THE CULTURAL TASK OF OUR GENERATION
Prof. G. W. Simpson

I should like to add my word of greetings and felicitations to the members
of this Congress, the first All-Canada Congress held under the auspices of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee. This is truly a historic occasion, and I am
proud to be associated with the event.

We are gathered here as a group of Can-
adians from all parts of the Dominion, meeting
at a critical time in the history of our country,
in the history of our Empire, and, indeed, in the
history of the world. For some eighteen months
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee has en-
deavored to give wise leadership and guidance
to the organizations and people which it repre-
sents. In spite of difficulties it has persevered
honestly and faithfully in the carrying on of its
duties, and tonight I would like to express my
admiration for Dr. Kushnir, the president, and
for all the members of the Executive and the
Committec for the service which they have
rendered to Canada during this period of un-
paralleled danger and crisis.

Prof. G. W. Simpson This Congress has been summoned that we

might confer together on all those problems
which confront us at the present time.  From our deliberations it is hoped that
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the members will carry away with them a clearer picture of the task before us
and the Executive will feel fresh inspiration and power in continuing their
function of guidance and leadership.

This Congress has not been called in any spirit of party manoeuvering, petty
jealousy or factional strife. We are meeting in the midst of a deadly serious war
which has not yet been won and which may yet pass through many unexpected
phases. We need to consider every means by which the war effort may be
promoted. We are meeting at a time when our economic life is being subjected
to the impact of war, and at the same time to the impact of all those changes of
technique and organization which modern science and ingenuity have created.
We must consider the economic adjustments which must inevitably be made.
We are meeting at a time when social ideas are being subjected to restless gusts
of diverse opinions. It is more than ever necessary to distinguish between what
is merely fad and temporary emphasis and what are the lasting and permanent
values in human affairs.

It is with this last named aspect that my subject is most closely connected.
I wish to speak on the cultural possibilities of Ukrainian Canadians or The Cul-
tural Task of our Generation. In one sense the cultural possibilities of Ukrainian
Canadians are exactly the same as the possibilities of any other Canadians. It
is our proud belief that we can build up a society in this country where every
man may stand on his own merits without regard to his ancestral origin or creed.
It will not always be easy to maintain this ideal, but we believe that it can be
done. At the same time we recognize that every people is rooted in its cultural
past. It is natural and it is possible for every people to draw cultural nourish-
ment and inspiration from its past. A people which has no feeling of connection
with its historic past, which has no sense of responsibility for carrying on the
historic ideals of its nation, is a people which will be doomed to a life of shallow
egotism, personal conceit, and forever unsatisfying superficial ambition. We
are not greater than our fathers, though we may with the accumulated experi-
ence and materials of past generations be enabled to maintain and possibly
advance the ideals which they strove to achieve.

The Ukrainian Canadians have their own cultural tradition. This tradition
will envitably mingle and merge with the traditions of other Canadians. The
task before this Congress is to consider how the Ukrainian cultural tradition
can be honorably and fully represented in the mingling and merging traditions
of all the Canadian people. The task of the Congress is to give guidance, help
and encouragement, especially to the younger generation, so that the finest ideals
of their past may be transmitted as a living force in Canadian life.

The Ukrainian people have a distinctive cultural tradition. This is recog-
nized by the Soviet Government itself, and those who declare that the Ukrainian
language and tradition is not different to that of the other Slavs or of Russia are
making claims which the Russian authorities themselves no longer hold. While
cultural traditions are distinctive, they are fortunately not entirely separate; and
in the case of the European nations, there are some elements which they all have
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in common, and the achievements of one group have re-enforced and mingled
with those of other groups. Cultural traditions are stronger and more permanent
in the functioning of society than the political machinery of the state. Political
combinations, parties and devices, which, of course, are not without importance,
are constantly changing and shifting, but the cultural habits of a people tend
to persist from generation to generation and create the day-by-day life which
we live.

The greatest single cultural institution in the history of the Ukrainian people
has been the Christian Church. Almost a thousand years have passed since
Christianity began to be introduced into the Ukraine. The Church as an institu-
tion has passed through many vicissitudes. There have been divisions and
unions, but always a church has played a significant part in the organizing of
society. It was a centre of protection in times of danger; it was a haven of
refuge for scholarship; and it maintained a sense of brotherhood many times when
the political situation was black and desolate. During the last three hundred
years especially the Ukrainian churches have supplied outstanding leaders to
Ukrainian society and even to surrounding lands—from the days of Peter Mohyla
to the present time when the figure and person of that grand old man, the
Metropolitan Bishop, Count Andrew Sheptitsky, still remains with us as a glorious
sunset in a stormy sky.

The Ukrainian churches are now established and rooted in Canadian soil.
The transplantation has been carried out by men from the home-land who have
performed their task with ardor, love and devotion worthy of the best mission-
ary traditions. We have in this Congress some of those who have participated
in this work. The generation which performed this work will in the course of
time be passing on. Their places will have to be taken by Canadians who have
been born in this country. No effort should be spared in the search of intelligent
and devoted young men who may carry on this great tradition which has com-
bined in the past thorough and wide scholarship, leadership, and above all,
devotion. I look forward to the time when some great Canadian Mohyla or
Sheptitsky may emerge, who will enrich not only the Church which he serves
but will confer a blessing on his native land, Canada. If the churches in Canada
are to continue as vital parts of our community life, they must be served by
men who are scholars, by men who are not simply ecclesiastical policemen but
who feel keenly the joys and sufferings of their parishioners, and by men who
are conscious that they are carrying on a great tradition and trust. The possibil-
ities exist, and I beg of you to make them a matter of definite search and endeavor.
Without definite and deliberate cultivation we may lose the momentum of that
tradition at the end of this generation.

Language and literature are always significant evidences of cultural achieve-
ment. The Ukrainian language, now spoken by some forty million people, was
long neglected by scholars and institutions. It remained, however, the speech
of common people who found it adequate for their daily experiences. Poets
fashioned it into verse of marvellous beauty and melody. With increasing
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literacy and literary activity the stream of the language has rapidly broadened.
Ukrainian writers no longer have to employ another language, like Hohol once
did, to reach a large reading public. Here in Canada, Ukrainian papers, books
and pamphlets circulate freely. Poems, novels, monographs and articles on all
sorts of subjects have been written in the Ukrainian language. Under the cir-
cumstances two problems have arisen. For those who have come from the
Ukraine it has been difficult to master perfectly the English language; for those
who have been born in Canada it has been difficult to master perfectly the
Ukrainian language; and there are some in the cultural transitional stage who
do not know adequately either language. Here is a situation which should be
met vigorously and courageously by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

With regard to those whose command of English is still inadequate, no
efforts should be spared to see that they are encouraged to learn English and
to perfect it. 1t is a serious matter that citizens should not be able to speak and
write adequately the language of one hundred and forty million people who are
their neighbors. Not only is it a tremendous economic handicap, but culturally
it makes a person a lonely island in a great teeming sea. The Committee should
encourage people to take advantage of facilities where they exist in the form
ot night schools, special classes, special study groups, etc.; and where the facil-
ittes do not exist, it should take steps to have them established. This is a
definite duty which leadership owes to the people to whom it gives guidance.

With regard to the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian Canadians should take ad-
vantage of their cultural heritage to maintain here in Canada a living and per-
tected knowledge of the Ukrainian language. Some steps have already been
taken, chiefly through the establishment ot the Folk Schools where elementary
instruction in Ukrainian is given to children. Because there is still contact with
the old generation who came from the Ukraine, the language tradition appears
tairly strongly maintained. But appearances may be deceptive. In a com-
paratively snort time, the first generation will disappear, and the living immediate
connection with the old country will have passed away. Unless in the mean-
ume we have brought out grammars in English, dictionaries, and unless we have
edited literary works of all kinds, it will be impossible for the newer generations
to learn tully or to appreciate their ancestral language. ‘I'he language will simply
continue in out-of-the-way places as quaint and interesting examples of survival.
INow is the time to plan tor the future, while the orignal impulse and love
attuned to the historic past is still warm and glowing. ‘The whole structure of
basic learning must be created in Canada for Canadian conditions. In times
past we have depended chiefly on courses, texts and outlines published in
Europe, chiefly in Galicia. That phase seems now to have come to an end. A
new centre of publication must be built up. At the present time it would appear
that the best centre for this purpose in North America is Winnipeg. The Com-
mittee may well consider this whole problem and work out, if possible, a long-
term policy which can be realized in successive stages. If consistent support is
given to the Committeee in such an enterprise, I foresee a new chapter in
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Ukrainian literary activity which in its way may be as significant as was the
establishing of the Shevchenko Academy.

If real interest is shown in literary traditions and if the possibility of scholarly
work is in evidence, it may be that the institutions of higher learning such as
the Universities will organize courses enabling their students to pursue the study
of Ukrainian on a college level. It would be a matter of great pride if here
in Canada we were to produce scholars of the Ukrainian language who would
carry on the work of Smal-Stotsky, Simovich and Ohienko. I am glad to announce
that the University of Saskatchewan is including a course on the Ukrainian
Language and Literary Forms in its program of night classes for the coming
University session.

But we are interested not only in the language for its own sake but also
in the language as an instrument of study in other fields of knowledge. Take,
for example, the field of history. I need not recall to this Congress the great
tradition of Ukrainian historiography established by Hrushevsky, whose monu-
ment of learning can neither be overlooked nor overturned. Starting with the
advantage of a knowledge of the Ukrainian language and under the direct inspir-
ation of the Ukrainian tradition, is it too much to hope that some Ukrainian
Canadian with a fine gift of scholarship and scholarly devotion may not come
forth who could in America and in the archives of Europe carry on historical
researches necessary for a balanced picture of European history? Nor is it
European history alone which needs continuous recording and retelling. Can-
adian history, too, will always need chroniclers who can do justice to the many-
sided activity which has alreadly marked the life of our young country. The
story of the settlement of our great western plains, in which you yourselves took
part, is one of the most thrilling stories of our day. Excellent efforts have already
been made by societies, newspapers and individuals to tell this story in part.
I hope more of these efforts will be made. I trust that every local C.U.C. centre
will encourage the compiling and writing of local history. But I more particu-
larly look forward to the time when some Ukrainian scholar, knowing the Ukrain-
ian language and tradition as well as Canadian history, will write a monumental
or basic work in which the full story will be told of the great migration, where
men from the Ukraine, seeking bread, security and freedom, worked out their
destiny in a New World along with other people from other lands. The Com-
mittee has now in its keeping an excellent collection of writings, pamphlets
and documents which would be invaluable for such a history. I trust that ways
and means may be found whereby such a collection may be utilized for historical
studies.

From the writing of history to the writing of short stories, novels and verse
is an easy transition. Here again is a strong supporting tradition which has
come down from generation to generation. What has been done already in
Canada will no doubt be referred to in another part of the Congress program.
The continuance of the tradition of literary production depends on two factors:
first, that the oncoming generations should have a full appreciation of the best
literary works written in the past; and secondly, that writers should be encouraged
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to make the transitional step from one language to another. The beauty of the
Ukrainian literature, in addition to the values common to all good literature,
lies in the fact that it is steeped with the beauty of landscape of the Ukraine,
“the lore of its history, and the rich, circumstantial, every-day life of its people.
Any distinctive literature must arise directly from the surrounding sun, wind,
and earth of the author’s own experience. Thus the future of Ukrainian Can-
adian literature in Canada will be drenched in Canadian sun, wind and earth,
and will reflect the varied colors of Canadian life. Already there is considerable
promise. I would wish that some methods could be devised whereby distinc-
tive works could be signalized and given special honor and mention, and whereby
promising young writers could be encouraged to continue their production. It
might be that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee could work out some form or
forms of literary honor, or some material reward, which would have the effect
of cultivating the literary tradition in Canada.

Among the most glowing traditions of the Ukrainian people is the tradition
of music. Already Ukrainian Canadian musicians are forging ahead. The
Musical Festival programs of the Provinces are crowded with Ukrainian names.
Here it seems to me is a glorious opportunity for the expression of Ukrainian
genius and the enlargement of the national tradition. There are three particular
aspects to the situation. First, it is necessary to retain the original folk music
and distinctive forms. That is the basis of the tradition upon which we must
build. Secondly, it would be fatal to restrict oneself to these forms alone. They
must be enlarged, developed and adapted to the general musical life of the
Canadian community. Specialized development is good, but complete isolation
leads to disuse and decay. Hence I foresee the time when the gaiety, joyous-
ness and vigor which is so distinctive a feature of Ukrainian music will be woven
into the patterns of new Canadian songs, dances, choruses, concertos and sym-
phonies, to the great delight of all music lovers. The third point is the encour-
agement of the professional musician. This is rather a discouraging feature of
musical life in Canada, which applies not only to Ukrainian Canadian musicians
but to most musicians. The musical profession is a difficult and uncertain
profession. Some improvement has been made in recent years, but far too
often musicians of genius and energy are hardly able to make a living. The
Ukrainian Canadian Societies have already a splendid record in their support
of musical enterprise. I do not know whether the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee, by further co-ordinating musical training and teaching, could do still
more to help those for whom music is a burning passion; but I believe the matter
should be thoroughly discussed and considered. It may be that through the
co-operation of all the organizations some distinctive school or academy might
be established, cultivating or teaching music generally, but paying particular
attention to that form of church, choral, operatic and instrumental music which
is the special glory of the Ukrainian tradition.

In speaking of the cultural tradition one must mention art and handicrafts.
A few years ago 1 was in the city of Yorkton, Sask., and was taken to see one
of the Ukrainian churches there. Its interior was being completed, and an artist
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was engaged in executing a series of wall and ceiling paintings. 1 was thrilled
to see examples of some of the finest forms of Byzantine-Ukrainian ecclesiastical
art. The work was being carried out by an artist who had been thoroughly
trained in ecclesiastical art in the old country. He was one of perhaps three
or four men in North America who are capable of doing such magnificent work.
It is of great significance to the future of Canadian art that this tradition has
been transplanted, to be added to the other traditions which will eventually go
to make up the varied sources of inspiration upon which Canadian art will thrive.
I mention this simply as an example of what is possible. There are other examples
not only of ecclesiastical art but of other forms of art. I might equally well
have taken an example, or examples, from the handicrafts which are another
of the special glories of the Ukrainian Canadians, and in this case, particularly
of the Ukrainian Canadian women. They are achievements of which the Ukrain-
ian Canadians may well be proud, and for which all Canadians should be grateful.
In art as well as in music, adaptation and development should be the watchwords
for the future.

One might continue at greater length on this subject, but perhaps enough
has been said to indicate its importance and some of its possibilities. Cultural
achievements do not develop automatically. They must be cultivated with
patience, living care and ceaseless effort. But the final results bring their full
measure of deep satisfaction. Political wisdom and common sacrifice will enable
us to walk the carth in freedom and security; cultural achievement will add
dignity and respect to freedom and security. In this way we will share fully in
the life of Canada, contributing to it the complete resources of the past and
the bounding cnergy an enthusiasm of the present. To that end, I am sure,

the Ukrainian Canadian Committee and this Congress is devoting, and will
continue to devote itself.

CLOSING REMARKS
Mr. Chairman:

I am grateful for the honor offered me on this
memorable occasion to extend to the delegates,
guests and speakers the sincere thanks and appre-
ciation of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

This Rally of the Ukrainians who comprisc
the fourth largest national group of the cos-
mopolitan population of Canada is their pledge
to lend every assistance in their power to lead
Canada to victory. Never before have the
Ukrainian Canadians been more willing to shoul-
der the responsibilities that a free democratic
country has placed upon them.

A half century ago, the Ukrainians began
to emigrate out of despotic Europe and to settle
in this land of plenty and freedom. The sons

Hon. Capt. Rev. M. Pelech  and the daughters of these pioneers have been
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nurtured in freedom, and now that the hour for the task of defending it has come,
they are willing to lay down their lives for the liberties they have inherited. In
the First World War there were some 10,000 Ukrainians on active service; but
in the present war there are approximately 35,000—200 of whom are com-
missioned officers, and several hundred are non-commissioned officers. Many
have already received recognition for bravery and heroic conduct, and just lately
one of our boys had the honor of being decorated by His Majesty King George VI,
in person. We are proud of our boys, and they are equally proud to serve.

In the general war effort, the Ukrainians are second to none. As you know
they are not a wealthy class of people--indeed they carn their bread by the
sweat of their brow--but they have purchased Bonds and Certificates amounting
to millions of dollars. In co-operation with others Canadians, they do Red Cross
work. Their devoted labor in the factories has made it possible for Canada
to produce war materials. Such is the fruit of liberation and democratic justice,
and it cannot be compared to what some are doing in enslaved Europe. Here
we have the privilege to stand shoulder to shoulder with our Anglo-Saxon friends
and all other groups of citizens of this country in the service of His Majesty
and in the defence of Canada--all united in our determination to defeat Hitler’s
iron heel of despotism.

I would like to mention especially the lecture delivered by Prof. Simpson,
who is such a keen student of Ukrainian life. In his analysis of the contributions
of the Ukrainian citizens of this country, he has so well described their potential-
ities for the development of the culturai life of Canada.

In closing, may I once more assure those present that the Ukrainians who
are sponsoring this Rally are doing their duty towards the war effort; and when
victory is won, we shall make every effort to aid in the reconstruction of this
country and of the world—to the end that just peace be brought to all nations,
and to the many Canadian citizens of this our beloved country, Canada.

The rally was closed with “God Save The King.”
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Second Day of Congress

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23rd, 1943

General Theme: “VICTORY AND LIBERTY"

THE ROYAL ALEXANDRA HOTEL:
9 to 12 a.m.—Meeting of the Members of the Council-at-large.

1. Reports by members of the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee.

2. Discussion and adoption of the future program of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee.

THE ROYAL ALEXANDRA HOTEL:
2 to 6 p.m.—

1. “Some Problems of Canadian Nationhood” — A. Hlynka, M.P.,
Ottawa, Ont.; ]J. R. Solomon, M.L.A., Winnipeg.

2. “The Ukrainian Problem in the Present International Situation™--
Dr. T. K. Pavlychenko, Saskatoon; M. Stechishin, Winnipeg.

3. “Ukrainian Contribution to Canadian Culture”Dr. C. Andrusyshen;
W. J. Sarchuk, Winnipeg.

4. “Post-War Reconstruction” — Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, Winnipeg.

CIVIC AUDITORIUM:

8.30 p.m.—Victory Concert.

Artists:
Lubka Kolessa ... Pianist
Mychaylo Holynski ..., Operatic Teno:
Prof. R. Prydatkewych ... Violinist

St. Vladimir and Olga Children’s Choir A. Mushey, Conductor
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THE MORNING SESSION
" (A session of the General Council of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee )

Chairman—Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir, Winnipeg, Man.
Vice-Chairman—Mr. M. Stechishin, Winnipeg, Man.

Rev. Dr. Kushnir opened the session at 9.30 am. He explained that this
session was a joint meeting of the General Council of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee and the Executive of the same body. The Council was composed
of the president and the secretary of each branch of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee, and twenty members-at-large which were selected by each of the
organizations which constitute the Ukrainian Canadian Committee. Dr. Kushnir
pointed out that as many other delegates and guests as could be accommodated
would be permitted to sit in on the discussion.

The speaker then outlined the general theme for the morning’s discussion.
The Ukrainian Canadian Committee had done much during its three years of
existence, and its activities had been directed along two main paths of endeavor:

1. Whole-hearted assistance to Canada in her all-out war effort.
2. A study of the Ukrainian Question, which was now assuming such im-

portance that the Ukrainians had to be prepared for its discussion and for its
solution. The Memorandum issued by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee had
brought repercussions and criticism from Russia. Yesterday, the Committee had
received a Declaration on behalf of four Dominion-wide Polish organizations.
The Polish press in Canada, in America and in Great Britain was presently engaged
in an intensive discussion of the Ukrainian Question. Because of all these devel-
opments, the Ukrainians had to develop an acute awareness of the issues that
were at stake.

Rev. Dr. Kushnir pointed out that there were three main topics which were
to be discussed at this session:

1. The continued existence of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

There was a noticeable appreciation of the necessity of continuing the
activities of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee even after the war was over,
since at that time the Canadian government would expect from all its citizens
increased efforts in helping to solve the social, economic and political problems
of the post-war period. It was much simpler to mobilize a nation for an all-out
war effort than it would be to provide adequately for the necessary transition
from a war to a peace economy. Canadians shall, in the near future, be faced

with ever-multiplying problems which all citizens would be expected to help
to solve.

2. The extension of the organization of branches of the Ukrainian Canadian
Commiittee.

The Ukrainian Canadian Committee was composed of five Dominion-wide
organizations whose activities were based upon the principles of Christianity.
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Before any form of unified action was possible, the Ukrainian Canadians had to
solve many difficulties, of both a major and a minor nature. These difficulties
the Ukrainians had solved. However, many of these drawbacks still existed in
various communities; and although the Ukrainians have had three years of
valuable experience and were better able to assist in the solution of their many
problems, yet there still remained districts where branches of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee had not been organized. It was incumbent that such
branches be organized where they did not yet exist, and that the activities of the
branches already in existence be strengthened and increased.

3. The aims of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee in the post-war period.

The speaker stressed the fact that during the period of hostilities, the efforts
of all Ukrainian Canadians would be dedicated to the assistance of Canada
in her tremendous task of successfully prosecuting the war; in the post-war period,
their common efforts for the solution of the many problems which would then
face Canada would make their continued and active participation doubly
necessary.

As far as the Ukrainian problem in Europe was concerned, the Ukrainians
would adopt an attitude worthy of good and intelligent Canadian citizenship.

After drawing the attention of his audience to the tremendous increase in
the ranks of Canada’s Armed Forces, which had to be well-trained and well-
equipped in order to play their proper place in the victorious prosecution of the
war, Rev. Dr. Kushnir appealed for the whole-hearted co-operation of all the
Canadian citizens who were cognizant of their many duties and obligations which
had to be conscientiously fulfilled both now and in the future.

The speaker concluded by requesting all members of the General Council
to participate in the discussion of the above-mentioned matters.

Mr. J. W. Arsenych, K.C., suggested that it might be well to call upon the
representatives of the Provincial Executives of the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee to begin the discussion.

Mr. A. Hukalo, Montreal, Quebec.

Mr. Hukalo stated that his presence at the Congress would be for him a
most memorable event. Before attempting to indicate to his auditors his
thoughts concerning the matters suggested by the Chairman, the speaker said
that it was most significant to him that those present had an opportunity to speak
their minds at a Congress such as this.

All the Montrealers present at the Congress were agreed that the existence
of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee should not be terminated with the cessation
of the war. It was necessary to extend and to make more permanent the activi-
ties of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee. Were the unification of the Ukrain-
ian organizations to be merely a temporary consummation, it would have been
better that it should not have been achieved in the first place.

Mr. Hukalo drew the attention of his audience to a lack of readers and other
textbooks in the Ukrainian Folk Schools (Ridna Shkola). Ukrainian youth, gen-
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erally, had little to read, and the Canadian Ukrainians serving in the Armed Forces
were asking for books and pamphlets in order to improve their knowledge of
the Ukrainian language, as well as to read for pleasure and information. Every
assistarice should be given to the Ukrainian Canadian Committee were it to under-
take the preparation and the printing of Ukrainian texts, readers, and other
worthy reading material.

The speaker, a veteran of the last World War, pointed with pride to the
splendid record of the Ukrainians now serving in Canada’s Armed Forces. He
stressed the necessity of having the Ukrainian Canadian Committee do all that
it could to assist the boys now in service. Many of these boys had already
organized Service Clubs—as, for example, the club in Manchester, England,
where the number of members had already reached approximately 600—and the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee should give active assistance to this or to other
similar clubs.

Mr. Hukalo hoped that the fate of the Ukrainians in Europe would be
setttled on the bases of justice and equality as enunciated in the Atlantic Charter.

He concluded by suggesting that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee pre-
pare and publish a “Memorial Book,” summarizing the proceedings of the Congress
and the major addresses delivered at it.

Mr. T. Humeniuk (representative of the Provincial Executive of Ontario
and president of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee branch in Toronto, Ont.).

There had been some difficulties to overcome before it was possible to
organize a branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee in Toronto, but these
had been solved and at present the common efforts of the members concerned
were daily more successful. Many Ukrainians had come to the Congress from
Toronto, because they had seen in it their opportunity to discuss mutually with
others their common problems and their future organized action.

Mr. Humeniuk pointed out that for carrying on more successful organized
activities the Ukrainian Canadians needed better leadership, more secretaries
and organizers, and increased financial resources. The problem of a systematic
replenishment of funds was especially pressing, since on an adequate solution of
this necd would depend the increased strength of the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee. and an extension of both the number of branches and of their activities.

With adequate funds, many worthwhile things could be done by the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee. The speaker mentioned the “Ukrainian Atlas”
of Prof. G. W. Simpson as one of the undertakings which had already been
achieved. Then he pointed out that many other similar books and texts should
be printed in English, for which purpose Ukrainian Canadian Committee should
have readily-available funds.

It was Mr. Humeniuk’s opinion that a Musical Institute should be organized.
This institute would provide adequately for the musical artists of Ukrainian origin,
would afford them an opportunity for the exercise of their great talents, and
would enable them to draw on the rich store of Ukrainian folk lore, folk music
and folk dances.

« 74 »



These and other similar matters should be taken under serious consideration,
and some provisions should be made for the growth of what was of value in
Ukrainian culture so that the Ukrainians too would be enabled to contribute their
share to the cultural growth of Canada.

Mr. ]J. Kasuriak, Brandon, Manitoba, proposed that the speeches be of five
minutes’ duration. His suggestion was adopted.

Mr. W. Wesolowsky, Regina, Saskatchewan, voiced the opinion that the
Ukrainians of Saskatchewan were whole-heartedly in favor of the continuation
and the extension of the activities of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee not
only during the present war period but in the post-war period as well. He sug-
gested that the necessary funds could be collected on some such basis as they
were using in Regina, where the local branch of Ukrainian Canadian Committee
had instituted a monthly fee. )

Hon. Capt. Rev. T. Dobko, Vancouver, B.C., hoped that the present discus-
sions would serve merely as the beginnings for further concerted action, and
that the Ukrainians would show by deeds that they understand well their many
civic obligations.

Capt. Dobko emphasized the absolute necessity of assisting in every way
possible the soldiers, sailors and airmen who were on active duty. Canadian
soldiers of Ukrainian descent, and especially those overseas, were experiencing
a decided insufficiency of prayer books and other reading material. He hoped
that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee would have the funds for meeting this
pressing need.

The speaker asked the Congress to adopt resolutions enabling the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee to institute a planned program to meet the many and
varied needs of the boys in the services, and thereby to raise their morale.

Rev. M. Horoshko, Prince Albert, Sask.

Rev. Horoshko pointed out the dangers inherent in wishful thinking. Since
everyone agreed that funds were necessary, the thing to do was to initiate a
scheme of definite voluntary contributions, the funds so collected to be forwarded
to the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

The speaker then moved the adoption of the following two resolutions:

1. The delegates to the First All-Canadian Congress of the Ukrainian Canadians
unanimously endorse the Ukrainian Canadian Committee as the authoritative
body to represent the Ukrainian Canadians, within the limits of its con-
stitution.

2. The delegates to the Congress accord full recognition to the Executive of
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee for its intelligent and painstaking work,
and for its excellent organization of the First All-Canadian Congress.

(The two resolutions were unanimously adopted.)

Dr. Paulo Macenko, Winnipeg, Manitoba, hoped that the Congress would
take some definite stand on the following pressing problems:
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1. The preparation of textbooks for the Ukrainian Folk Schools.
2. The provision of trained teachers for these folk schools.

3. The training of capable musical directors for the many Ukrainian clubs and
churches.

4. The organization of a Ukrainian Musical Institute, whose importance was
self-evident.

Dr. Macenko brought the attention of the delegates to the cultural and edu-
cational courses which had been held during the past four years under the
auspices of the Cultural and Educational Branch of the Ukrainian National
Federation. He hoped that these courses would have the active support of all
the Ukrainians in Canada.

In conclusion, Dr. Macenko moved the adoption of the following
resolution:

“The Ukrainian Canadian Committee should immediately undertake the
preparation and the editing of suitable textbooks for the use of the Ukrainian
Folk Schools.”

(The resolution was adopted unanimously.)

Mr. Michael Stechishin, K.C., Yorkton, Sask., stressed the obligation of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee to see to it that the Ukrainians enjoy the con-
fidence and the respect of all other Canadians citizens. Both at its headquarters
and throughout its many branches, the Ukrainian Canadian Committee should
have elected or appointed well-known Ukrainians whose business it would be
to make certain that nothing incorrect or inherently inimical to the interests of
the Ukrainian Canadians be spoken or written. Whenever that happened, these
representatives would immediately have such false impressions corrected. It
was a well-known fact, said the speaker, that the editors of non-Ukrainian publica-
tions did not understand the fundamentals of the Ukrainian question, and they
were often in need of reliable information and intelligent interpretation.

Another aspect of much the same problem was the lack of publications
dealing with the many and varied aspects of the life of the Ukrainians both in
Canada and in Europe. Such informative material was needed even now by
military and civil authorities, and the Ukrainian Canadian Committee should
take appropriate and immediate action for the preparation of such handbooks.

Mr. Stechishin then pointed out that the Communists had challenged to a
duel those Ukrainians who were connected with the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee, and that it would not be possible to emerge victorious from this combat
until the Ukrainians learned more about Communism and its methods. Critical
handbooks on Communism should be prepared, and in these its dangers should
be clearly explained from both a national and a Christian viewpoint. The neces-
sary data and material were already available.

Hon. Capt. Rev. S. W. Sawchuk, Winnipeg, Manitoba, referred to a matter
previously raised by one of the speakers—namely, the editing of prayer books for
soldiers. It was, he said, the direct responsibility of the Church concerned. The

¢ 76 »



Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church had printed a Prayer Book one year ago, and
the governinental authorities had arranged for the printing of extra copies whlch
were being distributed to the soldiers free of charge.

Capt. Sawchuk agreed, however, that there was a need for more reading
material for the men in the services, and stated that the Executive of the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee had this matter under consideration. The Ukrainian Atlas,
mentioned above, was being sent to the soldiers; and, much other material was
now being prepared for publication.

Referring briefly to the question of textbooks for the folk schools, the speaker
explained that the Executive had arranged for a speaker who would discuss the
matter more fully and from whom the delegates would be enabled to learn just
how far arrangements for preparing them had progressed.

Mr. A. Yaremovich, executive secretary of the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee, tabled the Summarized Report of the Activities of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee:

A. Communiques- -1941:
No. 1-7--Organizational communiques of the Ukrainian Canadian
Committee.
No. 8-—Activities of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.
No. 9—Victory Loans and Recruiting.
No. 10—The Russo-German War.

No. 11- -Beware of Camouflaged Communism.

B. Communiques—1942:
No. 1- The Second Victory Loan.
No. 2-—The Plebiscite.
No. 3—The Canadian Red Cross Campaign.
No. 4— The Third Victory Loan.

—A Memorandum was prepared and issued in March, 1942, con-
cerning the Question of Ukrainian Lands.

~“Excerpts from the Annual Conventions of the Ukrainian Labor
Temple.”

“The Free Press and the Plebiscite.”
—-“The Ukrainian Atlas,” prcpared by Prof G. W. Simpson.

C. Communiques——1943:

No. 1-—The Canadian Red Cross Campaign.
No. 2—The Fourth Victory Loan.
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Note:

(a) The purchase, the preparation and the sending of food parcels
for Ukrainian soldiers overseas.

v

(b) Financial assistance—forwarded to the Ukrainian Service
Club, and to Ukrainian Canadians serving in England.

Mr. J. R. Kowalevich, Toronto, Ont.

Mr. Kowalevich made the following suggestions for the consideration of
the Congress of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee:

1. To investigate the possibility of appointing a commission or a com-
mittee whose duties would be:

(a) To arrange for the preparation of suitable Ukrainian textbooks, for
the provision of trained teachers for the Ukrainian Folk Schools in Canada, for
the organization of such schools, and for their proper supervision.

(b) To prepare and to edit for use in the secondary schools of Canada
a Ukiainian-English Grammar and a Ukrainian-English Dictionary.

(c) To arrange with certain Canadian universities for the establishment
of faculties for the study of the Ukrainian language, Ukrainian literature,
Ukrainian history, etc.

(d) To locate and to engage suitable professionally-trained educationalists
of Ukrainian descent for the purpose of carrying on this extensive program. (This
trained personnel can be found both in Canada and in the U.S.A.)

2. To prepare and to print in the English language a handbook which
would serve as a reliable source of information concerning the Ukrainians in
Canada and in Europe. Such a handbook would explain the origins of the
Ukrainians, their history, their culture and its importance to the world at large,
their struggles for independence, and their hopes and aspirations of the present.

3. To prepare at this Congress a declaration which would announce both

to the Ukrainian Canadians and to all other Canadians the wishes of the Ukrainians
in Canada.

4. To prepare, for informational purposes, a summary of the proceedings
at this Congress, and to print the same both in Ukrainian and in English.

Mr. Gregory Hyss, Montreal, Quebec.

Mr. Hyss presented for the consideration of the delegates the following
suggestions:

1. The establishment of Press Service Centres in Canada, in the U.S.A.,
and in London, England. (To establish, also, Informational Bureaus to work in
conjunction with this press service.)

2 To print informative material in the English language.

8. To appoint a committee whose duty would be to assist Ukrainians
serving in Canada’s Armed Forces.

4. To organize a Ukrainian branch of the Canadian Red Cross.
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5. To organize a committee whose special duty would be to assist in all
governmental campaigns connected with the various war loans.

6. To establish a Budget and Reserve Fund—to be administered by the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

7. To appoint a permanent organizer for the Ukrainian Canadian Com-
mittee.

Mr. W. Gulevich, Oshawa, Ontario-—discussed briefly the value of the
Ukrainian Folk Schools and the need of trained teachers in this field. He stated
that the fathers and the mothers should be for their children the first teachers of
the Ukrainian language.

The speaker then appealed for greater efforts in organizing new branches
of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, in communities where such branches do
not yet exist. The delegates to this Congress, he claimed, should serve as the
main sources of inspiration for the work undertaken by the Committee.

Mr. Gulevich presented the following suggestions:

1 That Ukrainian Folk Schools should be directed by professionally-trained
personnel.

2. That a friendly and considerate attitude be adopted to those non-Ukrain-
ian publications which are fair and just in their reactions to the Ukrainians
and to matters of Ukrainian concern.

8. That Ukrainians must pay ever-increasing attention to their youth, and
through the now-existent facilities of their churches, organizations and homes . . .
to make certain that the growing generations become good Canadians.

4. That the work of the branches of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee
required co-ordination, and that arrangements should be made for the participa-
tion in the work of the Committee of those organizations and those prominent
citizens who are still not connected with it.

5. That steps be taken by the Committee to gain the friendly interest of
influential Canadian citizens and other public agencies.

Mrs. S. Sawchuk, Toronto, Ontario, deplored the fact that the Ukrainian
women, though organized and active, had been given no direct representation
on the Ukrainian Canadian Committee’s Executive. She pointed out the wide
field of possible activities for organized bodies of women, and she hoped that
their abilities would be utilized for the common good of all.

Speaking on behalf of the women, Mrs. Sawchuk expressed these wishes:

1. Since to date the women’s organizations had had no direct represent-
ation in the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, it was desirable that this represent-
ation be accorded both in its branches as well as on its central Executive.

2. Arrangements should be made to appoint a representative of the
Ukrainian Canadian Committee, to be stationed at Ottawa. His main duties
would be to furnish reliable information with regard to questions of Ukrainian
concern, and to correct any misinterpretations or errors arising therefrom.
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The proceedings were interrupted by the entrance of General V. Sikevich,
who was given a tumultuous welcome by the assembled delegates and guests.

Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir then replied to the wishes which had been expressed
by Mrs. Sawchuk, and stated that the Executive would take all of these matters
under serious consideration.

Rev. A. Chrustawka, Vegreville, Alberta, greeted the Congress on behalf
of those he represented. He stressed the historical importance of the Congress,
and he pointed out that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee voiced the ideals
and the hopes of the Ukrainians in Canada. Consequently, it should definitely
continue its activities in the post-war period.

Rev. Chrustawka believed that the Congress demonstrated the civic maturity
of the Canadians of Ukrainian origin, and that to make their efforts still more
effective in this regard more attention would have to be paid to the importance
of self-education, self-respect and self-control.

Mr. N. Mandziuk, Oakburn, Manitoba, expressed his astonishment at the
patience of the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee and at its ability
to do so much on such a limited budget. He pointed out that the expansion
of the Committee’s activities on such limited financial resources was impossible,

and that it would be necessary to campaign for more funds—not merely $5,000,
but $500,000.

Mr. Mandziuk stated that the bulk of the Ukrainians in Canada had long
desired unity and co-operation amongst all organized groups, and he hoped that
proper leadership would continue to be given to this desire. Every member of
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee should be its active organizer and should
not wait for someone to be especially sent out by the Executive.

In conclusion, Mr. Mandziuk congratulated the Executive for its excellent
work to date and for its splendid organization of the program of the Congress.

Mr. M. Chaborek, Windsor, Ontario, prefaced his remarks by pointing out
to those present how fortunate they were that they lived in a land where they
enjoyed the opportunity and the freedom to hold a Congress such as this.

The speaker thought that more attention had to be given to the education
and to the general up-bringing of Ukrainian-Canadian youth. He claimed that
youth of the East did not show as much evidence of training in citizenship as
did that of the West, and this phenomenon he ascribed to the good influence of
the various institutes of learning which had been established by the Ukrainian
Canadians in the West. Similar institutions should be established in the East—
in Toronto, for example.

Mr. Chaborek hoped that the Ukrainian Canadian Committee would be
able to engage permanent lecturers and organizers to assist with the work of
its branches. He agreed with previously made suggestions concerning the prepar-
ation of textbooks and the establishment of a Reserve Fund.
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Mr. Peter Ruta, Ituna, Sask.

After pointing out the satisfaction evinced by all intelligent Ukrainians in
the fact that through the Ukrainian Canadian Committee there had been at
last achieved a half-century desire for a unity of purpose and action among the
various Ukrainian organizations, Mr. Ruta pointed out the necessity of strengthen-
ing the Committee both by an extension of its activities and by the collection
of the necessary funds.

He made the following suggestions:

1. In communities where local Ukrainian organizations could not agree to a
mutual establishment of a branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee,
that the Executive study the possibility of permitting several such branches
to be organized, with the definite understanding that there would be friendly
co-operation between them.

2. That every branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee should have
allocated to it a more or less definite budget.

8. That the Executive of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee be subdivided
into several functioning committees, to each of which would be assigned
some particular field of endeavor.

4. That the Committee take steps to interest members of parliament and other
distinguished statesmen in the Ukrainian Question in Europe, with the view
of assuring to the Ukrainian peoples living there the opportunity to freely

express their wishes as to their future political status amongst the other
free nations of Europe.

Mr. Ruta’s address completed the morning session.

THE AFTERNOON SESSION
(Wednesday, June 23, 1943)

Mr. J. Isaiw, Edmonton, Alta., chairman

Mr. T. Humeniuk, Toronto, Ont., vice-chairman
Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir

Hon. Capt. Rev. S. W. Sawchuk

Mr. J. W. Arsenych, K.C.

Mr. V. Kossar

Mr. ]. Isaiw opened the session by greeting the Congress and expressing his
appreciation to the Executive for the splendid preparation and organization of
the program. He thanked the Nominating Committee for its very equitable
distribution of the various executive functions amongst the representatives of the
organizations constituting the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.

The afternoon program, he continued, was very important as it comprised
addresses by well-known public men upon topics of great importance to ail
Canadian citizens.
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SOME PROBLEMS OF CANADIAN NATIONHOOD
An Address by

ANTHONY HLYNKA, M.P.
for Vegreville, Alberta

(Wednesday, June 23, 1943, 2.00-2.30 p.m.)

Mr. Chairman, Honored Guests, Worthy Delegates and Fellow Canadians:

[ am fully conscious of the historic significance of this Congress. This event
is in itself a unique achievement on the part of Canadians of Ukrainian origin.
It is the first time in the history of Ukrainian
Canadians that their delegates have assembled
from all parts of Canada to take part in the
discussions and deliberations pertaining to mat-
ters of interest not only to themselves, but to all
citizens of this country. Moreover, it is encour-
aging to know that the delegates present at this
Congress are representative of our armed forces;
of labor and agriculture; of our clergy, and busi-
ness and professional men, and others. While it
is true that among these delegates there may be
differences of opinion in matters of lesser im-
portance, we are all united on issues which
challenge our common interest.

The primary and dominant task confronting
Canadians of Ukrainian origin at this time is to

Anthony Hlynka exert a maximum effort toward the successful
prosecution and winning of the war, and gener-
ally to contribute their utmost to Canada’s well-being.

However, we must also interpret to our Canadian fellow-citizens the history
and the aspirations of the Ukrainian people in Europe, a people whose millions,
in the last as well as in the present world conflict, have paid the supreme sacrifice
for the cause of freedom. Yet this freedom was to them denied! Cognizant of
this fact, we cannot but feel that we owe our Ukrainian kinsmen sympathetic
interest and understanding, and this we shall continue conscientiously and honor-
ably to extend to them until they shall have become a free and self-governing
nation among the free nations of the world.

“Some Problems of Canadian Nationhood” is the topic of my address. May
I, therefore, with this introduction, turn to the subject before me.

I am certain this assembly will realize that the question of Canadian nation-
hood is both important and broad in its scope. I propose, therefore, to deal
with several aspects of this important subject, in the hope that I shall thus con-
tribute my humble part to the discussions that fall within the purview of the
Congress.
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The present war has brought vividly to us the realization that Canada is on
the threshold of a new era. Perhaps never before has there been so much
speculation about the shape of things to come as there is today. This conflict
has made us aware that Canada has arrived at a position where she must take
stock of her past, appraise the present, and prepare for the future.

When this war is brought to a successful conclusion-—-as it will be we
know that we shall be confronted by a multitude of problems which will demand
prompt and practical solution. Among others, the most challenging will be the
task of building a strong Canadian nation, which will become prosperous and
secure.

May I, at this point, attempt to dispel the confusion which may still exist
in the minds of some concerning the status of Canada and that of her citizens.
Is Canada a nation? Is there a Canadian nationality? The answer to both
questions is in the affirmative. And what is more, not only is Canada a free
and self-governing nation, but she is a proud member of the British Common-
wealth, an equal partner and equal benefactor in this unique association of frec
and sovereign nations which has been created by an orderly process of evolution
in practical statecraft. Equal privileges and equal responsibilities is the price-
less heritage that the British people has passed on to us---a heritage evolved after
more than ten centuries of progress. Being a unit-nation, the task is ours to
make Canada strong and prosperous, and to earn for our country a recognition
and a place in the councils of nations which may be commensurate with the
importance of her position among the nations of the world. In other words, in
the world of tomorrow we shall be the architects of our own destiny. We arc
now ready to assume both the privileges and the responsibilitics of a full aund
a self-governing nation.

Let us, then, turn to the more immediate problems on the home front.  One
of the most urgent, and at the same time the most obvious, is the setting of our
own house in order. It appears to me that we should do well to begin this
readjustment in the social and economic fields. I hold that onc of the funda-
mental requisites of a strong and a united nation is the maintenance at a high
level of the economic welfare of its people. The war has proven to us that the
modern world is capable of producing incredible quantities of material needed
for destruction. Should it not be possible even more easily to produce the needs
of humanity in time of peace? Freedom from want must be the immediate
post-war objective of the Canadian people.

It is axiomatic that Canada as a nation must never again return to her pre-

rampant in the midst of potential plenty. She must never again permit her basic
industry, agriculture, from which by far the largest number of our citizens derive
their livelihood, to be in the plight in which too often it has found itself. She
must not deprive her youth of opportunity. Her aged people muct no longer
live in fear of their failing years. The small business or professional s st
never again be driven to early death by constant worries and business stumps.
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All classes of citizens must be given an opportunity to enjoy the standard of
living to which they are justly entitled. The benefits of modern technological
development should be shared by all our people; no longer should it be the
privilege of the few to use them as a means of exploiting the many. Conse-
quently, effective post-war social and economic policy must be one of Canada’s
chief aims. Do we not owe it to our fighting men-to assure them that when they
return, it will be to a Canada worthy of their unstinted sacrifices? All Can-
adians, therefore, should exercise their democratic privileges in insisting obedience
to their will, and thus to bring about the necessary changes which would give
the Canadian people the results they want. And what is more important, the
task must be undertaken now.

Having touched upon the economic aspect of the question, may I pause
here to ask: What is our greatest wealth? Is it our vast fertile and productive
lands? Is it our rich mineral deposits? Is it in gold? Is it our live stock and
abundance of food? Is it in our buildings or our institutions? The answer is
that our greatest wealth is Our People. The children of this nation are our
greatest potential asset.  All other things that I have mentioned are merely
incidentals.

I should like now to turn to our educational system. Owing to the chronic
ills of the economic system under which our people have existed in the past,
our modern education has deviated from its true purpose. It cannot be denied
that we have placed more emphasis on the things which will earn us a living
than on the things which make life worthwhile. The general economic insecurity
of our people has led to a restriction in the scope of education, and has virtually
confined it to “dollars and cents” value. For some time the chief aim of education
has been to train the youth of the nation to make a living and to acquire property
or money. We have been guilty of perpetuating the idea that a man’s success
should be measured by the bank credit which he has accumulated. The man
who contributes to scientific discovery, but dies relatively poor, is considered a
failure; while the man who by manipulation in the business world acquires mate-
rial or credit holdings is considered a success.

The present great store of human knowledge is the result of thousands of
years of thought, toil, and experience on the part of the world’s thinkers, the
world’s scientists, men of knowledge and wisdom. This cultural heritage has
been passed on to us through the ages and is available to all who make an effort
to appropriate some of its great potentialities. The function of our educational
system should therefore be to assist in making the world’s knowledge accessible
to all, so that they may enjoy a fuller and a richer life.

Our standard of values in the educational field must be drastically revised.
Physical, moral and spiritual development must be given equal importance with
mental development; and the time is not far distant when a practical application
of Christian ethics in every phase of national life will be among the require-
ments of a proper education.

I should like to repeat that our greatest wealth is our people. No child should,
for economic or other reasons, be denied access to the best education obtainable.
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This is a direct responsibility of the nation. Every child willing to learn and
having natural talents along certain lines should be given the opportunity to
develop and advance to the highest possible level of proficiency. We need an
enlightened and a cultural nation, and in our post-war reconstruction a more
comprehensive and a more modern educational system should be evolved. It
must be remembered that only an enlightened people can exercise intelligently
their democratic rights and privileges and thus continue to maintain their
sovereignty.

Furthermore, we must recognize the fact that the individuals’s education is
never complete. An adult educational program should be considered an essen-
tial feature of our educational system. To this end, there should be set up a
Department for Adult Education under the direction of the federal government.
So much for education.

On the question of the privileges and responsibilities of the citizen, may I
say only this. Every citizen has certain privileges, but these carry with them
corresponding responsibilities or duties. In Canada, unless we erase all dis-
tinctions between citizens of various racial origins in respect to their privileges
and responsibilities, we shall not have the desired amicable relations. Upon the
absence of any such distinctions will depend much of our success in welding
together the various elements in our country; otherwise, the people will be drawn
into or will remain in their own separate groups.

If I were to attempt to discuss all the implications of the privileges which
Canadian citizens enjoy, I could not possibly do justice to the subject without
dealing with it at some length. I can only add that it is for these privileges
that Canada’s fighting men and women are ready to sacrifice their very lives;
therefore we should think about them, and uphold them, and translate them
into all that is for the common good of our people.

What now of our responsibilities, which perhaps at this time are much more
important than they ever were before? Are Canadians discharging their re-
sponsibilities satisfactorily in this hour of crisis> How are the Canadians of
other than Anglo-Saxon stock sharing in the task? May I say without hesitation
that despite our diverse origins, Canadians generally are discharging their respon-
sibilities exceptionally well. Particularly do I wish to place emphasis upon the
response of those who are not of Anglo-Saxon stock, for it was with regard to
them. that uncertainty existed in some quarters in the early stages of the war.
As a matter of fact there were some who had almost a mania for suspecting any
Canadian with a non-English name of being a potential fifth columnist. Today
this group is silent. The reason is that, notwithstanding all these speculations,
Canadians of non-British stock have responded as well to the call of Canada,
their country, as those of British stock, if not in some instances in even greater
numbers.

Today the personnel of a large percentage of our armed forces is of non-
Anglo-Saxon origin. Of particular interest to the delegates to this Congress, Mr.
Chairman, is the fact that Canadians of Ukrainian origin are among the groups
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which have given to Canada the highest percentage of enlistments in proportion
to their population. In the western prairie provinces there is virtually no
Ukrainian family which has not given one or more of its members to one of
the armed services. Many of our boys have already received distinction for their
valor and heroism on the field of battle. This service is the best expression that
Ukrainian Canadians can give of their devotion and their patriotism to Canada.
These young men have with their blood purchased and guaranteed for us a
permanent place of equality in this nation.

A proper immigration policy for a post-war Canada is another problem
which may be added to our worries. It is definitely one of the most important
problems, so far as Canada is concerned. With her meager population and her
vast and rich potential wealth, Canada can provide great opportunities for many
millions of people. In studying this question, I find that there are two diametric-
ally opposite views regarding the matter of immigration. There are those who
frown at the very suggestion that under any circumstances should our doors be
opened to immigration. There are others who would swing the gates wide open to
all who wish to come. They would, perhaps unconsciously, make Canada a dump-
ing place for all the discarded citizenry of the world. I do not share either of
these views, but I do maintain that after the war we should accept a number
of good immigrants who might desire to become citizens of Canada. This im-
migration we need in order to increase our population and thus to hold our
proper place among the nations of the world.

In justice to the immigrants as well as to our Canadians who are not yet
economically secure in their own country, our post-war immigration policy
should not permit any large influx of newcomers until Canada has provided
adequately for her own people. Moreover, immigration should be geared to the
rate at which our expanding national economy can absorb those entering the
country as settlers.

Of necessity, our immigration policy must be placed on a proper and prac-
tical basis. Such a policy, combined with the maintenance of proper qualifica-
tions for the immigrants, will ensure that the new settlers will have the oppor-
tunities to which they are entitled and so may become a real asset to the land
of their adoption.

What then should be the standards or qualifications of those whom we would
accept as citizens? In the first place, it goes without saying that those of
Anglo-Saxon origin are desirous of retaining in Canada a predominating propor-
tion of their own stock. This is reasonable and understandable. It follows that the
British people will have the privilege of setting a reasonable quota for immi-
gration from the British Isles. What then should be the qualifications and the
quotas of settlers of others than those from the British Isles? It would seem
logical that those ethnic groups who have made our best settlers and who have
contributed most to the development of Canada should receive preference over
others. In this group of our best settlers I include, without any hesitation, those
of Ukrainian stock, and also those who have come from the Scandinavian coun-
tries. These two groups particularly have done exceptionally well even under
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the most adverse circumstances. . So, may I repeat, the arrangements made for
our future immigration should be based on the progress and the contribution
made by the various ethnic groups to the development and the upbuilding of
Canada.

The second qualification to be looked for when choosing our prospective
citizens should be that those coming into-the country will be willing to fill the
empty fields, be they in any line of endeavor. Despite the agricultural crisis
which we have experienced in the past, I believe that with proper scientific adjust-
ments of our system we should be in a position to bring in a great number of
people to develop our vast territories of the West. And since the West is
extremely thinly populated, I am sure that we shall soon hear again the call
“Go West, young man, go West!”

The third qualification by which the various stocks of our immigration
should be gauged could well be on the basis of the enlistments of the various
groups in proportion to their population. This may seem a harsh test, but it is
just and practical if we desire the type of Canadians who would not only make
their living in Canada, but who would also defend Canada if need be.

While discussing our future immigration policy, may I also mention briefly
our Emigration. It is pitiful that our nation has lost to other countries thousands
of young professional, scientific and business men, because of the lack of oppor-
tunities in their own country. Our educational institutions have given these
young men and women sound training and have turned them out as a finished
product, but we have lost the ablest of them because of our lack of vision and
sense of proportion. What do we get instead? We import all sorts of raw im-
migrants from virtually every country on the surface of the earth, and then we
worry our heads as to how to make them good Canadian citizens.

This brings me to the last of the problems within the scope of this address
that I should like to discuss this afternoon.

Perhaps the most complicated, the most involved and the most recurrent
problem of Canadian nationhood is what is usually termed the problem of
“Canadian unity.”

It is a historic fact that nations survive, develop and enjoy complete freedom
and self-government when their peoples are welded together, or at least
united into a co-ordinated unit. A people without a common purpose or a
commuon spirit, but with diverse and conflicting interests, sooner or later weaken,
disintegrate and finally cease to be their own rulers. It would be well to recall
that the strength of a people is never measured by their numbers or by any well-
wishing on their part; rather is it measured by their united effectiveness. In
other words, to my mind, the problem of our united nationhood is fundamentally
and ultimately one of a free and a self-governing survival.

In approaching this gigantic task, all Canadians must first realize that our Can-
adian citizenry is composed of diverse elements, and that we have many different
groups of people with differing backgrounds and varied cultural traditions.
Having this in mind, we must now and for all time realize that the destiny of all
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our people, regardless of their origin or other differences, is a common one, and
because of that fact we must seek ways and means of obtaining the desired unity
that everybody is asking for. ‘What then is the formula?

It has been held by some authorities that the American melting-pot formula
is not applicable to Canada to the same extent that it is to the United States.
I shall not argue the point here. But it is apparent to all of us that certain
physical facts and conditions of Canada differ from those of our good neighbor
to the south of us. For example: Canada has two constitutionally-recognized
languages. Then again, our French-Canadians and our English-speaking Can-
adians live in separate geographical blocks. In view of these facts our past
experience has shown that the melting-pot idea has brought very slow results
so far as the moulding of our common nationhood is concerned. We must there-
fore work out our own formula, one which will be practicable and workable.
in Canada.

In the first place, each group must change its mental attitude toward the
others. This being accomplished, more amicable relations will follow. But that
is not enough. Before we can change the mental attitude of one another, we
must find a common ground upon which our citizens can meet. We must create
the One Big Idea which would be common to all of us and which would bind
us together. Now, can we find such a.common idea? Yes! There is only
one! It is the idea of Canadianism, which we must all share and nourish to the
end that there shall prevail that common spirit without which our outward
unity will remain a hollow shell productive of much noise, but little music.

How then can we get this common spirit? It definitely will not be obtained
by a hit-or-miss process. It must be created scientifically and tactfully. And
this problem is second in importance only to the winning of the war. We must
eliminate discord. Let us avoid the things that divide us, and emphasize the
things that unite. We are all human, and even the simplest citizen will react
negatively to a slanderous remark or to unfriendly treatment. Nor does it take
a psychologist to recognize the sincerity or the lack of sincerity in the attitude
of others. 1 do not suggest by any stretch of imagination that we should pat
everyone on the back for everything he or she does. But I do suggest that every
person feels elevated and happy if his sincere efforts are appreciated.

Our varied cultures may flow from different streams, but they must be
directed and guided in such a manner that they shall ultimately find expression
in a mosaic of a common Canadian culture. We must all have thé same common
objective, the same ultimate aim—to build a powerful Canadian nation. If
all our people of whatever race or origin are treated justly, our diversity will
prove to be a source of strength rather than of weakness.

Our valiant soldiers, airmen and sailors are fast erasing the demarcation
lines in Canada’s nationhood, so far as racial origin is concerned. No distinctions
are drawn on the battlefield; none should be drawn at home. The Ukrainian
boys are earning for the Ukrainian Canadians a permanent place and a deserved
respect in the Canadian nation. Let unity be the slogan of all Canadians.
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SOME PROBLEMS OF CANADIAN NATIONHOOD
I. R. Solomon

My co-speaker has already outlined to you the problems that are confront-
ing us as Canadian citizens at the present time. In the short time that I have
at my disposal, I shall attempt, by analyzing the present situation, to throw
some light on the reasons for our shortcomings and to indicate how we are to
face these problems in the future.

The Canadian nation is composed of various
ethnical groups, whose members or whose fore-
fathers came to this country from the four
corners of the earth. In Canada, we have, living
side by side, people who trace their origins back
to England, France, Iceland, Poland, Russia,
Ukraine, etc. All these groups brought with
them to Canada their languages and their tradi-
tions. They came to Canada from countries that
had different systems of government; conse-
quently, they were accustomed to their own
differing standards of living. In one word, these
groups brought with them their own cultural
backgrounds and their own modes of life.

I believe that all of these groups would like

‘to see a strong and united Canadian nation,

capable of discharging all its duties within the

. political entity known as the British Common-

] R. Solomon wealth of Nations. In building such a nation,

it should be our duty and indeed our respon-

sibility to incorporate into our nation the best characteristics of all these various

groups. We should have in mind that, when we are building a Canadian

culture, we should not lose the finer qualities of each ethnical group. We have

to find a common denominator, into which we shall incorporate the cultural
qualities of each one of these groups without losing the Canadian way of life.

I believe that intelligent Canadian opinion is unanimous on the question
that Canada should be united and strong. There are at least two schools of
thought concerning the means to be taken to build a strong and united nation.
The first school of thought believes that in order to build a strong Canadian
nation we must base our cultural development on that patterned by British
history and tradition. It believes that to do otherwise would result in the
development of a nation that would gradually drift away from the British
Empire, and would eventually break away from the British Commonwealth
of Nations. The other school of thought believes that we should build our
Canadian nation through the incorporation into its culture of the finest qualities
of each of these groups that are to form the component parts of this fair nation
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of ours. The latter school of thought bases its belief on the historical experience
of United States, as well as on the psychology of human beings.

I believe that the Ukrainian people belong to the second school of thought.
[ also believe that if we want to build a united Canadian nation, we must not
only incorporate into Canadian culture the traditions and the cultural back-
grounds of these various ethnical groups, but we must see that these ethnical
groups are given an opportunity to retain some of their qualities and modes of
life. It is only by developing these qualities and by blending them together
that we will eventually emerge as a strong, united nation. By following the
psychology of the second school of thought, we will incorporate into our Can-
adian culture a cross-section of all these groups; and Canadian culture, as such,
will be a composite culture in which each of these groups will see some part
of its own background, its traditions, and its past. Each group, furthermore,
will be able to see its contributions and its ethnical stripe woven into the pat-
tern of Canadian life. Such a culture, evolved in the above-mentioned manner,
will be dear not only to an Anglo-Saxon or to a Frechman, but to every intelligent
member of our Canadian nation.

Members of the school of thought that believes in the building of the
Canadian nation on the pattern of British culture only-—-fearing that to do
otherwise would sever our connection with the British Empire-—should visit
any one of the country schools situated in a non Anglo-Saxon community. If
they heard the spirit with which those children sing “God Save The King,” if
they saw the enthusiasm with which these students wave the Union Jack, they
would realize how misconceived their analysis of Canadian nationhood is. When
these children sing “God Save The King” with such fervor or wave the Union
Jack with such enthusiasm, they do so not because they have been brought up in
the British cultural background; they do so because they believe in the principles
for which the Union Jack stands. They believe that the Union Jack stands on
guard for freedom of individualism, freedom of the press and tolerance of
religion; and as long as the Union Jack stands for those fundamental principles
of democracy that are so dear to each and every individual, the ties between
the British Empire and Canada will continue unchallenged.

Both prior to the outbreak of the Second World Conflict and now during
the last four years of war, we have read extensively about the necessity of Can-
adian unity. For a while, it appeared as if the bottom' of Canadian unity was
beginning to fall out. The French in Quebec were beginning to form a problem
that was both ticklish and difficult to handle. This problem existed long before
the war broke out, but it was aggravated by the tensions of war and by the
necessity for greater sacrifice. In my humble estimation, the root of this problem
lies in the fact that we still have in our midst that first school of thought, which
believes in building the Canadian nation on the pattern of British traditions
only. If the French would have seen their cultural stripe woven into the
Canadian way of life, if all other ethnical groups would have seen their finer
qualities forming part of the Canadian culture, they would have felt that this
culture to which they have contributed and which is now their own is being
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challeuged and they would have raised their voices in a unanimity that would
have been commendable to our great nation. My contention is further strength-
ened by the developments that have taken place since the commencement of
hostilities. As war progresses and as the principles for which we fight are begin-
ning to be more clearly crystallized, the bonds of unity are drawing us ever
more closely together.

The proponents of the first school of thought unquestionably constitute a
minority, but they have made their ideas felt from coast to coast. It is the
first school of thought that prevailed when the Canadians from central European
countries were branded with secondary citizenship as New Canadians. It was
this school of thought that prevailed when these same groups were accorded
the privileges usually extended only to second rate citizens. True enough,
according to the laws of this country, every citizen has the same rights and
privileges, but de facto that is not the case. One can hardly say that equal
privileges are extended to all groups when a person with a name ending in
“enko” is deprived of the opportunity to compete fairly and evenly with a
person whose name ends with “son.”™ If we want, and we all do, to build a Can-
adian nation, united in effort and purpose, we have to extend the same privileges
to all members of our ethnical groups. We should, to show our good faith,
erase the brand “New Canadians” and substitute therefor “Caniadians”; we must
eliminate the brand of “foreign parentage,” and substitute therefor “Canadian
citizenship,” with its full rights and privileges. Then each Canadian citizen
would feel that since all the privileges of the Canadian nationhood had been
granted to him, he should assume the responsibilities and the obligations that are
correlated, with the privileges in all democratic countries.

The Ukrainians, perhaps more than any other ethnical group, have been
in the past deprived of the privileges of full participation. This, of necessity,
created a reaction of suspicion among some extreme elements of this group.
It was felt that if a Ukrainian Canadian wanted to be a loyal citizen, he would
have to suffer all the abuses rallied against him without raising his voice in
self-defence. Among other Ukrainian Canadians this created a sense of depres-
sion, as they felt that according to the ostensibly popular opinion, unity can
only be achieved through the unresentful acceptance of “secondary” citizenship.
In my humble opinion, unity cannot be achieved on such premises of reasoning.
We can achieve unity only by a part-and-parcel integration of each and every
group into the Canadian mode of life. How to integrate the characteristics of
each group into the Canadian way of life is a problem for our education. But
I believe that we can do so, if we keep before us the broad principles that I
have outlined above.

In building a strong, united nation, we should place on the shoulders of
each and every individual the responsibilities and the obligations of a citizen
of a democratic country. To do that, we have to inculcate in the minds of the
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