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OTHER WORKS BY M. I. MANDRYKA

(in Ukrainian)

GOLDEN AUTUMN. Poetry. 176 pp. $3.00
HAPPINESS. Poetry. 144 pp. $3.50

SYMPHONY OF CENTURIES. Poetry. 216 pp.
$4.50

HELIANTHUS. Poetry. 128 pp. $4.00
MAZEPA. Poem. 86 pp. $3.00
CANADA. Poem. 40 pp. $2.00
UKRAINE. Poem. 52 pp. $2.00
JOURNEYER. Poem. 46 pp. $2.00
PETLIURIAN AGE. Poem. 46 pp. $3.00

These are the voices of crities:

Dr, M. I. Mandryka's fourth volume of verse (bringing
his total to 664 pages) contains eighty-six poems writ-
ten in 1961-65. . . His memorial tribute to his friends,
Todos Osmachka, 1. Bahryany, O. Ewach, and M. Po-
horetsky. Perhaps his most original poem is the long
narrative, “The Traveller”, written in heroic quatrains
in paragraphs. .. He begins with the Straits of Bos-
phorus and ends thirty-seven pages later with the
Straits of Gibraltar; but in between, unlike Goldsmith's
“Traveller”, he has covered most of the habitable earth.
Egypt, India, Viet-Nam, China, and Japan are succeeded
by the Americas and the Straits of Magellan. He echoes
Heraclitus in his musing on the fugacity of human life:

Life is process, endless and incessant,
Chained to a change of belong, by whose arts
That which began as strength, soon evanescent
Grows small, and to oblivion departs,

(Watson Kirkconnell. University of Toronto Quar-
terly, 1966, p. 538).

The author of this magnificent store of poetry stands
on the threshold of the eightieth year of his life, At
such advanced age the power of artistic creativity in
most instances usually tends to deteriorate. Not so in
this case. Dr. M. 1. Mandryka's muse, it appears, is as
youthful as it has ever been, and continues to inspire
him to ever greater height of poetic endeavour... One
passes from poem to poem, some objective, other sub-
jective, but all full of Keatsian Truth and Beauty...



Certain of those purple passages are truly arresting:
there are those that appear in the poem “In Wintry
Canada” where amid the land’s frigid season, the poet
feels that somewhere “beyond the mountains the winds
are forging the spring”, and soon ‘‘joyfully, across
the broad fields an army of ploughs will begin to
march”, .. The highlight of the volume is the poem
entitled “The Wanderer” which seeks to embrace the
vicissitude of the entire humankind... If the poem
were not so {ensely compressed in thought and concept,
one might compare it easily enough to Dante’s Divina
Comedia which likewise embraces the Florentine’s po-
et’s world in all its aspects.

(C. H. Andrusyshen. Free Press, Winnipeg, Aug.
7, 1965; Swvoboda, Aug. 14, 1965)

After previous “large canvases” such as “Mazepa”,
“Canada” and cthers, Dr. Mandryka presented to the
reading public his new poem, “The Petlurian Age”,
which is to be a laurcl-branch to the martyr's crown
of thorns of the Chief Commander... The expressive
force, melodicus linguistic style, richness of compa-
risons, genuiness of versification — all these place
the new poem of Mandryka in the category of the
distinguished works, his own as well as the contem-
porary Ukrainian poetry in the free world.”

{J. B. Rudnyckyj, University of Manitoba.
Woman’s World, May 1966, Winnipeg)

Available at

UKRAINIAN SERVICE
250 Scotia Street
Winnipeg 17, Man.
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