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Foreword

Famine in the Soviet Ukraine 1932-1933 documents
the commemorative exhibition prepared by the
Harvard College Library in cooperation with the
Ukrainian Research Institute and the Ukrainian
Studies Fund of Harvard University. In pictures and
printed words, with eyewitness accounts and schol-
arly studies, the exhibition sought to recall the
tragedy of the Famine which took place fifty years
ago in the Soviet Ukraine in both human and his-
torical context. The rich and varied resources of
many parts of the Harvard library system contrib-
uted to this collaborative project: Fine Arts,
Houghton, Music, Russian Research Center, and
Widener. Special loans and private donations further
strengthened its visual and textual documentation.
Many helped in the mounting of the exhibit and the
preparation of the catalogue, but to Oksana Procyk,
Ukrainian Specialist in the Harvard College Library,
belongs the major credit for the completion and the
success of the project.

The Library is grateful to the Ukrainian Studies
Fund and its many friends who supported the publi-
cation of this catalogue. The study of the Famine in
the Ukraine is a topic that stirs emotion. It also
deserves scholarly attention. In a small way, we
hope this exhibit and now its printed catalogue will
further stimulate and facilitate research towards a
better knowledge and understanding of this tragic
event in our recent history.

Yen-Tsai Feng
Roy E. Larsen Librarian of Harvard College
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Introduction

In 1983, the Harvard College Library, the Ukrainian
Research Institute and the Ukrainian Studies Fund
of Harvard University sponsored a major library
exhibition to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the
Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933. This publication is
the catalogue of that exhibition, held in the main
lobby of Widener Library from 10 December 1983
to 4 February 1984. The primary objective of the
exhibition and this publication is to commemorate
the great Ukrainian tragedy of 1932-1933 and
thereby help bring this long-neglected historical
problem to the attention of the scholarly commu-
nity and the general public.

The catalogue is also intended to serve several
more specific purposes. First of all, it is a survey of
the present state of scholarship and current knowl-
edge about the Famine. The reader will find a con-
cise presentation of basic information on the Famine
and its historical context. We have provided excerpts
from a wide variety of sources, a brief summary of
the various scholarly views on the Famine and an
extensive bibliography. The accomplishments and
difficulties of previous scholarship should thus
become evident, as should the need for more
research. We also hope, therefore, that our publica-
tion will stimulate further work on this subject.

The second objective of this catalogue is to
convey the intangible aspects of the Famine to the
reader. Although scholars continue to debate the
causes of the Famine, the number of its victims and
its geographic extent, there can be no doubt of the
magnitude of the tragedy in its spiritual and human
dimensions. Through the use of photographs,
memoirs, the testimony of survivors and the literary
works of eyewitnesses we have attempted to evoke
an image, however inadequate, of the nightmare
world of the starving Ukraine of 1932-1933.

In preparing this exhibition and catalogue we have
chosen carefully from the sources available to us. We
have organized the material chronologically and the-
matically, providing a basic narrative along with
explanatory notes. All of the materials displayed in
the exhibition are from Harvard library collections.
Many of these books were donated to Harvard by
private individuals, and many were purchased with
the income from book funds established through

charitable donations. The donors, book funds and
specific Harvard collections are gratefully acknowl-
edged following each citation in the catalogue. In
turn, complete bibliographic information for every
work cited in this publication or used in its prepara-
tion can be found in the bibliography. The sources
for photographs not identified in the text are listed
in an appendix. Finally, an asterisk (*) before a cita-
tion indicates important new studies of the Famine
which, although published after the original exhibi-
tion, are nonetheless included in the catalogue.
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Part 1: The Ukrainian Revolution
1917-1921

Following the collapse of the Russian monarchy in
early 1917, the Ukrainian people, after more than
two centuries of Russian imperial domination, were
able to give full expression to national feeling and
move toward significant political autonomy. The
Ukrainian national movement was fundamentally
populist. It directed its attention to the peasantry
and based its appeal on the desire for social reform
and the strong memory of the Cossack past of the
Ukraine. In March 1917 the movement, with the
mandate of soldiers’ and peasants’ councils through-
out the Ukraine, created a Ukrainian Central Rada
(Council), which was to evolve into an independent
Ukrainian People’s Republic.

The Rada was led by the historian Mykhailo

1. Mykhailo Hrushevs’kyi (1866-1934), Ukrainian histori-
an, head of the Central Rada, president of the Ukrainian
People’s Republic, and — after returning from exile —
head of the Soviet Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. In
1934 Hrushevs’kyi died under mysterious circumstances,
and his work has been expunged from Soviet scholarship.
It is in his honor that Harvard’s chair in Ukrainian history
is named.

Hrushevs’kyi, and its more prominent members
included the novelist Volodymyr Vynnychenko, the
literary critic Serhii Iefremov and the publicist
Symon Petliura. Initially, the Rada devoted itself to
social and cultural work, but with the disintegration
of the central authority of the Provisional Govern-
ment in Petrograd and the subsequent Bolshevik
revolution in November 1917, it was forced to turn
to administrative and military affairs. In January
1918, the Rada, by then at war with the Bolsheviks,
declared full Ukrainian independence. Under the
provisions of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk of Febru-
ary 1918, the Rada was recognized as the legitimate
government of the Ukraine, but was obligated to
allow the occupation of its territory by troops of the
Central Powers and to provide Germany and Aus-
tria-Hungary with vast quantities of raw materials
and foodstuffs. In April 1918, the Germans replaced
the uncooperative and socially radical Rada with the
government of Hetman Pavlo Skoropads’kyi, a
Ukrainian aristocrat who established a monarchy
with Cossack trappings. After the collapse of the
Central Powers in November 1918, Skoropads’kyi
was overthrown by a large-scale peasant rebellion
led by the Directory, a new government which con-
sisted of the more militant members of the old
Rada, most notably Petliura and Vynnychenko. The
Directory stubbornly waged war against both the
Bolsheviks and the Russian monarchist Whites for
three years and tried to base itself on the numerous
peasant irregular armies active throughout the
Ukraine. The Bolsheviks eventually defeated the
Directory and the armed rebels, but the memory of
the struggle would be very important in the devel-
opment of nationality and agricultural policies in the
Soviet Ukraine.

2. The Secretariat of the Ukrainian Central Rada. Seated

from left to right are: lvan Steshenko, Khrystofor Bara-

novs’kyi, Volodymyr Vynnychenko, Serhii lefremov and
Symon Petliura. Standing from the left are: Pavlo Khrys-
tiuk, Mykola Stasiuk and Borys Martos.



3. The seal of the Ukrainian People’s Republic, founded
in Kiev in 1918.

4. Map of the Ukraine, from: Widener Library
Vasyl Markus. (Archibald Cary Coolidge fund)

L’Ukraine soviétique dans les relations internationales.
(Paris, 1959).



5. Hetman Pavlo Skoropads’kyi (1873-1945) in Cossack
garb, at a reception in 1918 for the German and Austrian
Command in the Ukraine and the officers of a division
formed from Ukrainian soldiers captured by the Central
Powers.

6. A unit of Ukrainian troops in Kiev, 1918.



7. Symon Petliura (1879-1926), head of the Directory and
chief of the Ukrainian armed forces. Petliura was the lead-
er of the pro-Entente wing of the Ukrainian movement.
He had close ties with the French and in 1920 became an
ally of Poland’s Marshal Jézef Pilsudski.

8. The staff of the anarchist chieftain Nestor Makhno
(1884-1934). Makhno (seated center) was the most suc-
cessful of the many guerrilla leaders active during the
Civil War, and he controlled a large part of the southern
Ukraine. Betrayed and defeated by the Bolsheviks,
Makhno emigrated to France. Many of his closest follow-
ers in exile joined the French Foreign Legion. In Soviet
propaganda, Makhno is the second great Ukrainian Civil
War villain, after Petliura.

9. The Ukraine, 1917-1921: A Study in Revolution.
Taras Hunczak, editor.
(Cambridge, Mass., 1977).

Widener Library
(Deposited copy)

10. John S. Reshetar, Jr.

The Ukrainian Revolution, 1917-1920: A Study in National-
ism.

(Princeton, N.J., 1952).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)



Part 2: The Ukrainian Socialist
Soviet Republic and the Pollcy of
Ukrainization

The Bolsheviks, as the party of proletarian interna-
tionalism, found it very difficult to develop a posi-
tive policy on the problems of nationality and agri-
culture. Though Lenin had for tactical reasons
espoused the most extreme demands of the peasant-
ry and nationalities, his party failed to attract sig-
nificant support in the countryside and among most
national minorities. For example, in the Ukraine
during the elections to the Constituent Assembly in
1917 — the only free elections to be held in Russian
history — the Bolsheviks received only a fraction of
the vote, while the Ukrainian Socialist Revolution-
aries, a peasant party, received seventy percent.

War Communism, the name given to the militant
Bolshevik policies of the first years of the Revolu-
tion, negated peasant and national concerns. Forced
collectivization and the expropriation of grain led to
ferocious peasant resistance throughout the territo-
ries of the former Russian Empire and helped to
cause the famine of 1921-1922. To save the country
from economic ruin and prevent the verthrow of
Soviet _power by the rebellious peasantry, the Bol-
sheviks in 1921 adopted a New Economic Policy
(NEP). This policy allowed for free individual agri-
culture and small private enterprise, brought the
Soviet Union by the late twenties to relative eco-
nomic prosperity, and provided the Bolsheviks with
the domestic stability they needed to consolidate
their power.

In the Ukraine, the Bolsheviks accompanied NEP
with a policy of Ukrainization. They had exeptional
difficulty in installing a stable Communist regime in
the Ukraine. Each of their three attempts was
marked by successively greater concessions to
national sentiment. The third such regime, the
Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic, had its capital
in Kharkiv, and until the formation of the Soviet
Union in late 1922, was considered to be an inde-
pendent state. The Bolsheviks eventually went so
far as to accept large numbers of non-Bolshevik
Ukrainians into the Ukrainian Party and govern-
ment. Ukrainization also involved the introduction
of the Ukrainian language into all levels of govern-
mental, Party, and educational and cultural activity.
This policy was carried out with great vigor by the
leadership of the Communist Party of the Ukraine
and an entire generation of intellectuals. Through-
out the Soviet Union and particularly in the

Ukraine, the twenties were a period of intense cul-
tural and economic development and of continuous
debate on policy. Ideological disputes focused pri-
marily on the limits of Ukrainization and on politi-
cal and cultural movement away from Moscow.

11. Oleksander Shums’kyi (1890-193?), Ukrainian
People’s Commissar of Education until 1927, and major
advocate of the policy of Ukrainization. Shums’kyi was
arrested in 1933 and last seen in the Solovki Islands (a
locality under GULag administration) later that same
year.

12. Oleksander Shums’kyi.

“Promova na chervnevomu plenumi TsK KP(b)U”
[Speech at the June Plenum of the CC CP(b)U].

In: Budivnytstvo Radians’koi’ Ukrainy

[Socialist Constuction in the Soviet Ukraine].
(Kharkiv, [1929]), vol. 1, pp. 25-31.

Text of a speech on the policy of Ukrainization given by
Shums’kyi at the June Plenum of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Ukraine in 1926.

Widener Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)



13. Mykola Skrypnyk (1872-1933), Ukrainian People’s
Commissar of Education following Shums’kyi and de fac-
to head of the Party and government in the Ukraine. One
of the few Ukrainian Old Bolsheviks, Skrypnyk was the
most active and aggressive advocate of Ukrainization, and
in the Moscow Politburo he became the spokesman for
the nationalities of the Soviet Union. He was driven from
power by Stalin and in 1933 committed suicide.

14. Mykola Skrypnyk.

Zavdannia kul’turnoho budivnytstva na Ukraini: dopovid’ na
X z'izdi KP(b)U

[The Tasks of Cultural Construction in the Ukraine:
Speech at the 10th Congress of the Communist Party of
the Ukraine].

(Kharkiv, 1928).

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

Charkiv. The Palace of State Industry, wherein the Council of People’s Commissars, the People’s Commissariats
and Central Economical Organisations are accommadated (built in 1925/1928).

15. The “Palace of State Industry” was designed by a
group of architects headed by Sergei Serafimov (1878-
1949).



16. Hryhorii Petrovs’kyi (1878-1958). As the head of the
All-Ukrainian Central Executive Committee, Petrovs’kyi
was president of the Soviet Ukraine from 1919 to 1938.

In his honor, the great industrial city of Katerynoslav was
in 1926 renamed Dnipropetrovs’k. Petrovs’kyi was one of
the very few prominent victims of the Great Purge of
1936-1938 to survive Stalin.

Education conducted in the Ukrainian language was
the first goal of Ukrainization and the basis for
planned future cultural progress. Because of the
social and language policies of the Tsarist govern-
ment, the Ukraine had suffered from an exception-
ally high rate of illiteracy. Now this problem was to
be dealt with vigorously.

17. Vlas Chubar (1891-1939), head of the Ukrainian
Council of People’s Commissars and director of the
Ukrainian Economic Council in the 1920s and 1930s.
Chubar was purged in 1938.

18. A poster from 1925 by Inokentii Proskuriakov (1901-
1960) reads:

“It is never too late for anyone

to remove the stigma of illiteracy.”



19. A group of Ukrainian teachers at the First All-
Ukrainian Congress of Teachers, 1925. Teachers, tradi-
tionally prominent in the leadership of Ukrainian villages,
were often both nationalistic and socially radical. The
teaching profession was to be one of the first victims of
Stalin’s assault on the peasantry and the national move-
ment.

Photographs published in the journal Znannia [Knowl-
edge] 1925, no. 4, p. 22.

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

20 and 21. Classes in reading for Ukrainian peasants in
the 1920s.

22. Zhinocha volia: chytanka
[Woman’s Freedom: A Reader].
(Kharkiv, [1924]).

The first Ukrainian feminist reader, published in prepara-
tion for the Second All-Ukrainian Congress of Women
Workers and Peasants, which was held on 7 November
1924 in Kharkiv.

Widener Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

23. Chervonyi shliakh: chytanka-deklamator
[The Red Path: Reader-Reciter].
Compiled by M. Panchenko.

(Kharkiv, [1924]).

Includes works of prominent Soviet Ukrainian writers.

Widener Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)



24. Biuleten’ Derzhavnoho Vydavnytstva Ukrainy
[Bulletin of the State Publishing House of the Ukraine]
1929, no. 2.

Contains (p. 11) two short articles about the populariza-
tion of Ukrainian books in the villages and at professional
conventions. Photographed are Ukrainian book exhibits
in the Kuban’ Cossack region of the North Caucasus and
in Melitopol’ in the southern Ukraine.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

25. An advertisement of new publications in the series
Biblioteka “‘Bil’shovyk Ukrainy”’ (printed in the Biuleten’
Derzhavnoho Vydavnytstva Ukrainy 1929, no. 2, p. [2] of
covers). It shows the intensity of political discussion in
the late 1920s.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

26. Ukrains’kyi pravopys: proiekt
[Ukrainian Orthography: A Draft].
(Kharkiv, 1926).

A proposal made in 1926 for a Ukrainian orthography. It
was prepared by the State Commission for Organization
of a Ukrainian Orthography of the People’s Commissar-
iat of Education. The problem of orthography was one of
the most controversial ones of the 1920s, and Skrypnyk’s
refusal to pattern Ukrainian on Russian models was one
of the chief reasons for his overthrow in 1933.

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)

27. Serhii Pylypenko.

“Oduvertyj lyst do vsix, xto cikavyt’sja cijeju spravoju”
[An Open Letter to Everyone Interested in This Matter].
Chervonyi shliakh [The Red Path] 1923, no. 6-7, pp. 267-
269.

A letter, written in 1923 in Latin characters, by Serhii
Pylypenko (1891-193?), head of the literary organization
Pluh [“The Plow”], and addressed to the journal Chervo-
nyi shliakh. Pylypenko’s writing system, of which this
“Letter” is an example, was one of the most radical pro-
posals in the debate on orthography. Stalin was a firm
believer in the advantages of the Cyrillic alphabet, and
Pylypenko would pay with his life for this suggestion and
his later work in Pluh.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)



Part 3: The Ukrainian Cultural
Renaissance of the 1920s

The decade of the 1920s was marked by intense
activity in all aspects of Ukrainian cultural life. Lit-
erary development was especially strong and turbu-
lent, and the whole of the culture of this period was
personified by the writer Mykola Khvyl’ovyi.
Khyl'ovyi, an ardent Communist, was a leading fig-
ure in the heated rivalries among variousliterary-and—
ideological groups. He was the most effective advo-
cate of a reorientation of Ukrainian culture toward
European models. To that end he formulated the
slogan “Away from Moscow.” The cultural resurg-
ence of the twenties represented so great an advance
that in retrospect it came to be known as the “gold-
en era” in Ukrainian literature and arts. But owing
to the brutality with which it was later repressed by
Stalin, the movement also gained a more somber
name, that of the “rebirth executed by firing squad”
(rozstriliane vidrodzhennia).

28. The front cover of the first issue (Kharkiv, 1924) of the
literary almanac Pluh, edited by Serhii Pylypenko.

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

29. The Kharkiv group of
the Ukrainian literary
organization Pluh [“The
Plow”], the Association of
Revolutionary Peasant
Writers (1922-1932). Pluh
was oriented toward the
Ukrainian countryside and
during and after the Famine
of 1932-1933 its member-
ship was mercilessly
purged.

10



31. The front cover, designed by Adol’f Strakhov, of
Hart’s first almanac (Kharkiv, 1924).

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

30. The Kharkiv leadership
of the literary group Hart
[“Temper of Steel”], the
Association of Proletarian
Writers (1924-1925).

11



32. The Kharkiv chapter of
Khvyl'ovyi’'s group Vaplite
[an acronym for “Free
Academy of Proletarian
Literature”], organized in
1925. The group’s west-
ward-looking stance was
by implication anti-Rus-
sian; after severe criticism
by the Soviets, it was dis-
banded in 1928.

33. The front cover of Vaplite’s first published anthology
(Kharkiv, 1926).

Houghton Library
(Gift of Dr. Bohdan S. Tomkiw)

34. The writer Mykola Khvyl'ovyi [pseudonym of
Mykola Fitil'ov (1893-1933)]; he committed suicide during
the Famine.

12



35. Mykola Khvyl'ovyi.
Syni etiudy: proza

[Blue Etudes: Prose].
(Kharkiv, 1922, cover 1923).

Front cover of the first edition.

Houghton Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

36. Mykola Khvyl'ovyi.

Osin’: etiudy 1922-1923 rokiv

[Autumn: Etudes of the Years 1922-1923].
{Kharkiv, 1924).

Front cover, designed by Serhii Borovyi, of the first edi-
tion.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

13



37. The great lyric poet Pavlo Tychyna (1891-1967).

38. Pavlo Tychyna.

Zolotyi homin: poezii
[Golden Resonance: Poetry].
(L’viv-Kyiv, 1922).

First edition.

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)

14

39. Pavlo Tychyna.

Viter z Ukrainy: poezii

[Wind from the Ukraine: Poetry].
(Kharkiv, 1924).

Title page of the first edition.

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)

40. The poet Vasyl’ Ellan-Blakytnyi (1894-1925), former-
ly a member of the left wing of the Ukrainian Socialist
Revolutionary Party, joined the Bolsheviks and became
one of the most active figures in the cultural life of the
Soviet Ukraine. He was editor of the government news-
paper Visti Vseukrains’koho Tsentral’noho Vykonavchoho
Komitetu [News of the All-Ukrainian Central Executive
Committee].



41. Vasyl’ Ellan-Blakytnyi.

Tvory: povne zibrannia

[Complete Works]. ‘
Compiled by Hordii Kotsiuba and edited by Andrii
Khvylia.

(Kharkiv, 1929).

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

42 and 43. Anatolii Petryts’kyi (1895-1964), a leading
Soviet Ukrainian artist of the 1920s, known especially for
his set and costume designs. Shown here are his cover
designs for the journal Nove mystetstvo [New Art].
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44. Portrait of Mykola Skrypnyk painted by Anatolii
Petryts’kyi, 1929-1930.

45. Number 6 (1929) of Nova generatsiia [New
Generation], journal of the Ukrainian futurists. The front

cover shown here was designed by Pavlo Kovzhun (1896-
1939).

Houghton Library
(Gift of Dr. Ihor Galarnyk)

46. Vasyl’ lermilov (1894-1968), Futurist and Constructiv-
ist, leader of the Ukrainian avant-garde in the visual arts.
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47 and 48. An outdoor structure designed by Iermilov to
publicize an exhibition commemorating the first decade
of Soviet Ukrainian publishing (Kharkiv, 1927).

49. The front cover, designed by lermilov, for the first
number (Kharkiv, 1929) of Radians’kyi teatr [Soviet Thea-
tre].

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)
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50. A montage of photographs of the director Les’ Kurbas
(1887-193?) and his theatre company Berezil’ [“The Month
of March”], taken from actor Iosyp Hirniak’s Spomyny
[Memoirs] (New York, 1982). Kurbas was arrested in
1933 and died a political prisoner in the Solovki Islands.
Berezil’ was disbanded and reorganized in 1934 as the Tar-
as Shevchenko Theatre of Kharkiv.

Widener Library
(Iwan and Tetiana Stelmach fund)

51. Mykola Kulish.
Dev’ianosto sim: p’iesa
[Ninety-seven: A Play].
(Kharkiv, 1925).

First edition. Kulish (1892-193?), the greatest Soviet
Ukrainian playwright, died in a labor camp in the Solovki
Islands.

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)



52. A scene from a Berezil’
performance (1930) of
Kulish’s Dev’ianosto sim
with set design by Vadym
Meller (1884-1962).

53. Dmytro Buz’ko.

Kino i kinofabryka

[Cinema and Cinema Factory].
(Kharkiv, 1928).

A book on Ukrainian film production by the novelist and
poet Dmytro Buz’ko (1891-1938).

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

54. Alexander Dovzhenko. The Poet as Filmmaker: Selected
Writings.

Edited, translated, and with an introduction by Marco
Carynnyk.

(Cambridge, Mass., 1973).

Includes the Autobiography (1939) and Notebooks (1941~
1956) of Ukrainian director Oleksandr Dovzhenko (1894-
1956).

Widener Library
(Duplicates fund)

55. The front cover, designed by Anatolii Petryts’kyi, of
Nove mystetstvo [New Art], 1926.
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56. Front cover of number 7 (1928) of Muzyka masam
[Music for the Masses], with a photograph of composers
in the Kharkiv chapter of the All-Ukrainian Society of
Revolutionary Musical Artists.

Music Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

57. Literaturnyi iarmarok [Literary Fair] 1929, nos. 5-6, the
journal of a group formed by Mykola Khvyl'ovyi in 1929
after the disbanding of Vaplite. Accompanied by original
dust jacket with illustrations by Anatolii Petryts’kyi enti-
tled “Sorochyns’kyi iarmarok,” after Gogol’s short story
“The Fair at Sorochyntsi.”

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)
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58. Andrii Khvylia.

Vid ukhylu u prirvu: pro “Val’dshnepy” Khvyl’ovoho

[From Deviation into the Abyss: On Khvyl'ovyi's Novel
Woodsnipes].

(Kharkiv, 1928).

Front cover of the first edition. In this study the Stalinist
Andrii Khvylia [pseudonym of Andrii Musul’bakh (1898-
1937)] attacks Khvyl’ovyi for “nationalist deviation.” The
publication of this pamphlet marked the beginning of Sta-
lin’s repression of the Ukrainian movement, a campaign
which would lead to the purges of 1929-1930 and culmi-
nate in the Famine of 1932-1933.

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)



Part 4: Stalin’s Seizure of Power:
Purges, Collectivization and
Industrialization

Joseph Stalin exploited the centralist and ultimately
totalitarian tendencies of Bolshevik ideology and
organization to attain absolute power. His rule
brought a re-implementation of the most extreme
aspects of the domestic program of War Commu-
nism. Rapid industrialization coupled with forced
collectivization of agriculture caused indescribable
suffering to the peoples of the Soviet Union. In
order to pursue such a radical policy, Stalin had to
establish the unquestioned rule of the Party over all
aspects of Soviet life and finally end all dissent with-
in the Party itself. In the case of the Ukraine, Stalin-
ism brought an end to independent cultural and
political life, and in 1932-1933 resulted in the death
by famine of one fifth of the Ukrainian nation.

59. Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) in the 1930s.

60. Ukraine: A Short Sketch of Economical, Cultural and
Social Constructive Work of the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet
Republic.

(Kharkiv, 1929).

Front cover.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Publisher)
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61. The Dniprel’stan (Dnieper Hydroelectric Station) was
constructed in 1927-1932 under the on-site guidance of
American engineers. The completion of this, one of the
most ambitious Soviet projects of the first Five Year Plan,
was made possible in part by the use of slave labor.

62. Poster by Adol’f Strakhov (1896-1979) announcing the
completion of the Dniprel’stan, 1932.



63. A 1928 caricature directed against the Great Russian
chauvinism which would triumph under Stalin. A Russian
bureaucrat in the Donbas industrial region is shown paint-
ing over a map of the Ukraine. The caption reads: “There
is no Ukrainization where we are.”

Stalin’s anti-Ukrainian campaign began with an
assault on the politically most vulnerable group in
Ukrainian society, the non-Communist cultural
activists. The 1930 show trial of the Union for the
Liberation of the Ukraine (Soiuz Vyzvolennia
Ukrainy — the “SVU?”), an alleged underground
organization supposedly led by academician Serhii
lefremov, served as a pretext for the liquidation of
the non-Bolshevik cultural elite of the Ukraine. In
this trial, leaders of the Ukrainian Academy of Sci-
ences and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church were charged with plotting the overthrow
of Soviet rule in the Ukraine. At the same time, the
Church was disbanded. Many prominent scholars
were imprisoned and whole institutes of the Acade-
my were closed down.

YKPAIHCbKA
KOHTPPEBOJIOLIA
CAMA PO CBOIO POBOTY

rna MAWKAPOIO ,HAYKH-
OPEMIBILL HA KVJIBTYPHOMY <POHTI

(3A CTEHOI'PAMOIO CYAY HAJl ,CBY*)
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prozared

a
ﬁ;? & A

LOEPKABHE BUIOABHHULITBO YKPAIHU
XAPKIB 1939

64. Ukrains’ka kontrrevoliutsiia sama pro svoiu robotu
[The Ukrainian Counterrevolution Tells of Its Own
Work].

(Kharkiv, 1930).

Title page of part 4. The subtitle reads: “Followers of [lit-
erary historian] lefremov mask [their activities] on the
cultural front with the disguise of ‘scholarship.” Based on
testimony from the Union for the Liberation of the
Ukraine trial.”

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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65.  Bishops of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church, 1921-1926.

All but two of the bishops, along with the vast majority
of priests and lay activists, were executed or perished in
Siberian concentration camps.

24

66. A desecrated church in Kiev’s Monastery of the Caves
(Pechers’ka Lavra), early 1930s.

67. Protyrelihiina vystavka “Relihiia chy nauka?”
[An Anti-religious Exhibition, “Religion or Science?”].
(Kharkiv, 1926).

Second edition of the exhibition catalogue.

Houghton Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)



From its founding in 1918, the Ukrainian Academy
of Sciences was dominated by non-Communists,
especially by members of the national movement
who had returned from exile following the intro-
duction of Ukrainization. The Soviets considered it
a stronghold for supporters of the “nationalist”
Ukrainian People’s Republic, which had preceded
the Bolshevik regime. The Academy was severely
purged during the SVU show trial of 1930.

68. The main building of the Ukrainian Academy of Sci-
ences in Kiev, designed by architect Pavlo Al'oshyn (1881-
1961), and completed in 1929.

69. Number 3 (1928) of Ukraina, a scholarly journal edited
by Mykhailo Hrushevs’kyi and published by the Ukraini-
an Academy of Sciences. In 1930, Stalin banned any fur-
ther publication of Ukraina under Hrushevs’kyi’s editor-
ship.

Title page and p. [2] of covers.

Widener Library
(Susan A.E. Morse fund)
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70. A group of Ukrainian peasant women in late Tsarist
times.

26

The New Economic Policy (1921-1928) had allowed
the peasantry to ke significant economic progress
and maintain a traditional style of life. The period of
agricultural collectivization (1929-1933) that followed
NEP met with immediate and strong resistance
throughout the Soviet Union. This new policy
could be implemented only after the destruction of
village leadership and opposition. In particular, the
label kulak (in Ukrainian kurkul’), signifying a rich
peasant — and thus a class enemy worthy of exile or
liquidation — was indiscriminately applied to all”
peasants who opposed the Bolsheviks, regardless of
their real economic status. The disruption caused by

M@T&atcd severe food shortages
throughout the Soviet Union. These shortages led
to mass starvation only in the Ukraine, the North
Caucasus, Kazakhstan and the Lower Volga region.
As the result of a fatal combination of Stalinist agri-
cultural and nationality policies, the vast majority of
the famine victims, between six and eight million
people, were Ukrainians.



Ha saxucm ceavkopu

@ Buisua Cecis Haiisumoro Cyay Moanas-
cokoi Pecny6nixn B c. Moxnsarax posrasmyaa
cnpasy NPO 3aMax Ha CeAbKOpa raserd ,Yepso-
uuit Mosrenn* SAxy6osebkoro. Bamax oprami-
sysaB roaosa ciabpagu Biroye, mpo saxoro me
pa3s ceabkop nucaB jo raseru. Crpiass i nopa-
HUB ceabkopa npusTeab Biroyca — xyairaun Ae-
6ian. Cys mnpurosopus Biroyca it Ae6iza no
po3CTpiny.

® [lle B rpysui micaui muHyaoro poxy
orpyeno ceabkopa Ycrb - Oaexciisepkoro paiiony
Boaorosa A. M. Caiacrso Buxpuro sicim y6usub
ceankopa. Hag ceankopom momcTuanca Kypxyai,
maxpaiicTBo skux Diroros BukpuBaB y raseri.
JBonomir nomcrurucs Qeansmep Joponinun
B6usuis Bigzano mig cya.

@ Xyairanam Ta xypkyaam c. Auca-Topa Ha
Iepmomaiimuni, sk 6iabMo Ha oui 6y8 ceanxop,
xomcomorelp Karan, mo suxpueas y raseri
caMOroHuuKiB i 3An0BxuBaHHA KypkyAiBB cepnui,
MHMHyYAOrO POKY, KYPKYAb 3akpescbkuit mocrpi-
AoM i3 06pisa 3a6us ceapkopa Karana Ha cmepts.
Bakpescbkoro npucyAxeHO A0 POSCTPIAY i Auume
amuecria samiaumaa kapy Ha 10 pokis Bympy.
Bupox crBepaxeno Haitsumum Cyaom.
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71. The organization of Worker and Peasant Correspon-
dents (Robsel’kory) was an essential part of the Stalinist
system of agitation and coercion in the countryside. Its
members ran local papers and relied on public humiliation
of the recalcitrant to ensure compliance with Party direc-
tives. An issue of their magazine Robsel’kor contains
descriptions of several of the thousands of violent con-
frontations between Party activists and rebellious Ukraini-
an peasants during the early phases of collectivization.

“In Defense of the Peasant Correspondents,” from
Robsel’kor 1928, no. 2, p. 48.

Widener Library
(Estate of Onufrij Murmyljuk)

72. A photograph of the participants in a conference of
the Pereiaslav regional Robsel’kor, 1928.
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73. Poster from 1931 by Dmytro Shavykin (1902-1979)
reads: “Build tractors and beat the gluttons [i.e. kulaks]!”

75. An early grain procurement brigade. “Procurement”
involved the confiscation of all grain held by the peasantry
and its delivery to the state, after which it was often
allowed to rot or was sold abroad at low prices. In the
Ukraine, many of the peasants impressed into such bri-
gades would themselves starve. The banner (in Russian)
reads: “We collective farmers are liquidating the kulaks as
a class on the basis of complete collectivization.”
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74. Front cover of number 12 (1932) of Kolhospnytsia
Ukrainy [Collective Farm Woman of the Ukraine] exhort-
ing its readers to prepare for the “harvest battle.” The
expropriation of foodstuffs that was part of that “battle”
would result in the death of millions by starvation.

Widener Library
(By exchange)



76. An article from the magazine Agitator dlia mista [Agi-
tator for the City] 1932, no. 26-27, pp. 42-43, which
describes how travelling brigades of agitators enforced
complete fulfillment of grain quotas in the countryside
around the city of Dnipropetrovs’k. During forays for
hidden food, party activists would, when necessary,

actually dismantle the houses of peasants to ensure a thor-
ough search.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

77. The bodies of Ukraini-
an villagers shot by Soviet
firing squads.
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78. By 1932, when death from starvation began to occur
on a mass scale, the kulaks had been liquidated or exiled
to Siberia, and almost all Ukrainian agriculture was col-
lectivized. Nonetheless, the Party continued to press the
attack on the starving peasantry, by now totally under its
control. The government newspaper Visti Vseukrains’koho
Tsentral’noho Vykonavchoho Komitetu [News of the All-
Ukrainian Central Executive Committee] on the front
page of its issue of 8 December 1932 blacklists those vil-
lages that had failed to meet grain quotas and blames pro-
Petliura elements for sabotaging grain deliveries. Black-
listing lead to purges of local leadership and a total block-
ade of the areas in question. Often, the result was com-
plete extermination of the blacklisted village.

Widener Library
(By exchange)



Part 5: Scenes of the Ukrainian
Famine 1932-1933

Stalin’s campaign against Ukrainian nationalism was
carried out in tandem with the struggle to force the
peasants into collective farms. It could hardly have
been otherwise, as the Ukrainians, then a nation of
over thirty million, had always been a predominant-
ly agricultural people. Concessions to the Ukrainian
nation had come as a corollary to concessions made
to the peasantry. Hence, a war against the peasantry
meant a war against the bulk of the Ukrainian
nation.

The Ukrainian peasants fought against the seizure
of their farms, the destruction of their culture, and
the desecration of their churches. This reaction was
branded as Ukrainian “kulak” nationalism, and col-
lectivization was seen as a way to destroy its social
foundation, a free peasantry. Urban outsiders were
sent into the villages to force the peasants into col-
lective farms and to seize grain for the state.

- Impossible grain quotas were imposed on the
Soviet Ukraine. While Soviet propaganda portrayed
well-fed collective farmers with smiling faces, the
last grain was taken from the starving peasants,
leaving the quotas still unmet. Ukrainian Commu-
nist officials, led by Mykola Skrypnyk, protested to
Stalin that the people were dying of hunger. Stalin,
seizing the opportunity to solve the problem of
Ukrainian self-assertion once and for all, publicly
blamed the Ukrainian Party for its “criminal negli-
gence” in failing to meet the grain quotas. He took
direct control of the country by sending Pavel Pos-
tyshev to the Ukraine as virtual dictator._Postyshev
ordered that even more grain be collected, but there
was nothing left to take. Under his rule, beginning
in January 1933, the Ukrainian countryside became
a vast death camp. At the same time, Postyshev car-
ried out a wave of terror against the Ukrainian intel-
ligentsia and hounded Skrypnyk to suicide. Satisfied
that the Ukrainians had at last been broken, he
allowed the peasants to keep part of what they har-
vested in the fall of 1933. The Famine gradually sub-
sided, having claimed an estimated six to eight mil-
lion lives.

79. Olexa Woropay.

The Ninth Circle: In Commemoration of the Victims of the
Famine of 1933.

Edited with an introduction by James E. Mace.
(Cambridge, Mass., 1983).

Four eyewitness accounts from Chapter 2, “What I Have
Heard from Eye-witnesses,” pp. 18-20.

1. I was born in the village of Horbiv, 13 miles from
Chernihiv. At the beginning of collectivization [ was seven
and I started to go to school.

We experienced starvation in 1933, also. My father and
mother had their limbs swollen. One of our neighbors
died together with his wife after eating green poppy
seeds.

We also tried to eat various kinds of plants: corn stalks,
elm seeds, roots of wild carrot, parsnips, clover blossom,
and so on. We tried eating lupin. The spotted beans of
this plant are as bitter as pepper, and had to be cooked
several times before it was possible to eat them. From
lupin we, especially the children, had stomach trouble.

A schoolteacher from the next village was floating dead
in a boat on the river about that time. He must have eaten
some poisonous water plant. '

A woman went out of her mind with hunger. She used
to catch tadpoles in a pond and eat them. The children
would not let her do this, so she would weep and beg
them for food. Later this woman died outside the village
among the weeds.

[ myself saw an old woman, exhausted from starvation,
wandering across the fields with green ears of wheat
under her arm. The chairman of the kolhosp [i.e. collec-
tive farm], “comrade” Rozhok, riding by on his horse,
caught her, beat her severely with his whip, and knocked
her off her feet with his horse.

In the last stages of the famine the hard grain delivery
quota was imposed on our household, so that we had to
leave our home just before winter.

A Communist party member, F. Skyba, one eye blind,
the other one looking like the eye of a devil, would rush
into a house, first of all seize the holy ikons and then
throw them with all his strength against the door or
threshold. Once, a mother said to him:

“Where shall I go with my children for the winter?”

“Go and drown them,” was the savage rejoinder.

But later he himself died from tuberculosis.

2. In the village of Stepanivka, near Vinnytsia, the kol-
hosp wagons did not pick up the bodies of those dead
people who had not been members of the kolhosp. A
widowed woman carried her three children in a linen
sheet to the cemetery and later died herself.

In the same village a woman died in one house and left
two small children. When the wagon drove up, the dead
body of the mother was picked up, but the children were
left in the empty house without any bread, care or super-
vision at all.

3. As a result of mass mortality during the month of May,
in the villages and towns of Ukraine shadow-like flocks of
hungry orphan children roamed about. The “sympathetic
administration” started to set up children’s homes in the
villages and small towns.

A former inmate of such a “home” relates his experi-
ences:

“My father had his body swollen and died of starvation.
My mother, exhausted from hunger, on her way home
from the field one day, pulled two beetroots on the kol-
hosp field. A Communist foreman overtook her on his
horse and gave her such a beating that she scarcely man-
aged to get back home, 2nd two days later she died.

“We, two orphans — I, ten years old; and my sister, six
— were taken to an orphanage. The spring that year was
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cold and rainy. The orphanage consisted of an old peasant
house with broken windows. All of us slept on linen bed-
sheets, without any coverings. The children were freezing
at night and, lacking proper food, they soon became ill
and died.

“The nurse put spades into the hands of us older chil-
dren, led us to the cemetery and ordered us to dig graves.
We would dig out a shallow pit, not more than two feet
deep. The nurse would put the bare body of a dead child
on a linen sheet for four of us to lift by the corners and
take to the cemetery. The corpse was dropped into the pit
and some earth thrown on top of it.

“In this way I carried my own sister to the grave and
covered her with earth. Now, in exile, I wait for that
moment when it will be possible for me to carry to the
cemetery those who gave me such a happy childhood.”

4. In the village of Rudkivtsi in Kamianets-Podillia prov-
ince, two children were born in 1932, and one in 1933.
The total population was 1460 persons.

Widener Library
(Deposited copy)
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80-83. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.



The Harvard University Refugee Interview Project
was established to conduct interviews with newly-
arrived refugees from the Soviet Union in the early
1950s. The interviewers found accounts of the
Famine to be so numerous that they did not bother
to record fully what the survivors told them. Never-
theless as a result of the Project, much valuable
material on the Famine was collected. Volumes of
the Project are located at the Russian Research Cen-
ter Library. The following are typical accounts.

84. HARVARD UNIVERSITY REFUGEE INTERVIEW
PROJECT. B SCHEDULE, CASE A4

53 year-old Ukrainian peasant woman from the Kharkiv
region:

“Then came the terrible famine in the Ukraine in the
years 1932 and 1933. Write down that the famine was arti-
ficial. The crops in 1932 were very good in the Ukraine
but the Communist Soviet government took all the crops
by force from the Ukrainian peasants. There was no
famine in Russia proper at that time. Our peasants went
by train to Russian territory to buy grain. It was very
hard living through the famine. Many people in our vil-
lage were swollen with hunger. Many families in our vil-
lage died of hunger. The famine was so terrible that peo-
ple ate the bark and leaves from trees. My sons gathered
leaves from the trees, dried them and then baked them to
eat. It was terrible. I left my khutir [farm] for the neigh-
boring raiony [counties] in the Kharkiv region. I was
lucky that I was a dressmaker. I worked there as a dress-
maker and washerwoman for people who had power in
the villages and lived a pretty good life. They were the
heads of the collective farms, brigades, managers of the
storehouses, etc. So I went from one village to anotner
and earned some food and money. Thus I saved myself
and my sons.”

85. A SCHEDULE, CASE 342 ‘
37 year-old Ukrainian male of peasant origin, studied at
an automotive technical school, 1930-1934:

“The Ukraine was opposed to collective farming; there
were uprisings in Kherson, Dnipropetrovs’k, and Zapo-
rizhzhia. There was an artifical famine created by the
Soviets. Stalin knew that the Ukraine had the strongest
national opposition.

“I saw the famine at the technical school in 1933. I saw
two students who went crazy. The famine left the greatest
impression on me.”

86. A SCHEDULE, CASE 373
59 year-old Russian female biologist who lived in the
Ukraine:

“Well, in 1933-1934 [ was a member of a commission sent
out to inspect wells. We had to go the the country to see
that the shafts of the wells were correctly installed, and
there I saw such things as [ had never seen before in my
life. I saw villages that not only had no people, but also
had no dogs or cats. I remember one parucular incident

when we came to one village, and I do not think I will
ever forget this. I will always see that picture before me.
We opened the door of this miserable hut and there a man
was lying. The mother and child already lay dead and the
father had taken the piece of meat from between the legs
of his son and had died just like that. The stench was
overpowering and we could not stand it. This was not the
only time [ saw such an incident. There were similar ones
on our trip.”

87. A SCHEDULE, CASE 513
40 year-old worker, son of a “kulak”:

“I remember a case in 1933. I was in Kiev. I was at a
bazaar then — the bazaar was called the Bessarabian mar-
ket. I saw a woman with a valise. She opened the valise
and put her goods out for sale. Her goods consisted of
jellied meat, frozen jellied meat, which she sold at fifty
rubles a portion. I saw a man come over to her — a man
who bore all the marks of starvation. He bought himself a
portion and began eating. As he ate his portion he noticed
that a human finger was imbedded in the jelly. He began
shouting at the woman and yelling at the top of his voice.
People came running, gathered around her, and seeing
what her food consisted of, took her to the militsiia [police
station]. At the militsiia were two members of the NKVD
[secret police] who just happened to be there. They went
over to her and instead of taking action against her, they
burst out laughing. “What, have you killed a kulak? Good
for you!” And they let her go.”

88. Ukrainian peasants trying to trade their valuables for
food.
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89. A SCHEDULE, CASE 646
55 year-old Ukrainian worker who lived in the Caucasus:

“During the famine I recall how a truckload of frozen,
dead orphans was driven from the children’s home to the
cemetery. [When the truck was unloaded,] two of the
children were found to be still alive. The doctor involved
in this affair was shot. During the famine, as we went to
work every day, we saw ten or more people lying dead in
the streets and others badly swollen nearby.”

90. Peasants attempting to flee their starving villages.

91-94. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933,
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95. Passers-by no longer pay attention to the corpses of starved peasants on a street in Kharkiv, 1933.

96-97. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-

1933. 98. A peasant woman and her children — refugees from
the countryside (Kiev, 1933).

35



99-101. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.
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102. Pavel Postyshev (Kharkiv, 1933).

103. Pavel Postyshev (1888-1940) was sent to the Ukraine
in January 1933 to take charge of the government, destroy
thie hationally conscious wing of the Communist Party,
extract even more grain from the starving countryside,
and conduct a campaign of terror against the Ukrainian
intelligentsia.

—_—

In one of his speeches, Postyshev said the following about
the year 1933:

“Comrades, you know quite well that the years 1931 and
1932 were years of deep crisis in the Ukraine in both agri-
culture and industry, as well as in the construction of
Soviet Ukrainian culture. Class enemies, kulaks, followers
of Petliura, and members of the White Guard set them-
selves up in various sectors of socialist construction in the
Ukraine, made mischief and wreckage, and prepared for a
new enslavement of the workers and peasants of the
Ukraine by imperialist interventionists. In 1933, the
workers and collective farmers of the Ukraine, under the
leadership of the Bolshevik party, routed these kulak,
nationalist, and White Guard elements, cleaned them out
of the collective farms and other sectors of socialist con-
struction, and thereby created the conditions necessary for
the further development and strengthening of the Soviet
Ukraine.”

From:

Pavel Postyshev.

Sovetskaia Ukraina na poroge 1936 goda: rech’ na tret’em slete
kolkhoznikov-udarnikov Kievskoi oblasti 26 noiabria 1935 goda
[Soviet Ukraine on the Eve of 1936: Speech at the Third

Meeting of Collective Farmers and Shock Brigades of the
Kiev Oblast, 26 November 1935].
(Moskva, 1936), p. 13.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

104. Postyshev, who had inaugurated his reign in the
Ukraine by swearing that there would be “no mercy,”
refused to ease grain quotas until the harvest of 1933, after
a year of the Famine had broken the Ukrainian peasantry.
In articles published on the front page of the government
newspaper Visti Vseukrains’koho Tsentral’noho Vykonavcho-
ho Komitetu [News of the All-Ukrainian Central Executive
Committee] dated 22 June 1933 and headlined “Mobilize
the masses for a prompt grain delivery to the state” and
“There wasn’t enough Bolshevik vigilance,” Postyshev
called for continued militancy in the countryside and the
purging of Mykola Skrypnyk for nationalist deviation.
This attack precipitated the suicides of the two most
prominent Ukrainian Communists, Skrypnyk and Myko-
la Khvyl’ovyi, who died protesting the man-made
famine. Postyshev finished off the Ukrainian intelligentsia
as a political force by 1934. Ironically, he himself fell vic-
tim to Stalin’s purges of 1936-1938, which were also
exceptionally harsh in the Ukraine.

Widener Library

(By exchange)
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Part 6: The Famine in the
Contemporary Western Press

News of the Famine reached the outside world
slowly. Many of the Western journalists based in
Moscow, far from the starving Ukraine, North
Caucasus, Lower Volga region or Kazakhstan, were
favorable to Stalin or feared losing their journalistic
privileges, were they to write unsympathetically
about any official Soviet policy. The New York
Times and its star reporter Walter Duranty set the
tone for most Western press coverage with authori-
tative denials of starvation. George Bernard Shaw
saw no famine in the restaurant of his Moscow
hotel, and French Prime Minister Edouard Herriot
saw none on his guided tour of the Ukraine. Over-
all, during the year that marked the establishment
of diplomatic relations between the United States
and the Soviet Union, the Famine was an unpopular
subject for public comment. Only a few major
newspapers, most notably the Christian Science Mon-
itor and the Manchester Guardian, mn
the Famine. The bulk of reporting on the subject
was left to Ukrainian and Russian émigrés, the
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European rightist press, and the Hearst newspapers
in the United States.

105. “Walter Duranty is a newspaper man whose day-to-
day dispatches from Europe have recorded history in the
making. As Moscow correspondent of The New York
Times since 1920 he has gained such unrivalled knowledge
of the Russian experiment and the whole post-war world
that his stories have achieved long-range significance as
well as making immediate front page drama. . . .

“Mr. Duranty has twice interviewed Stalin and is on inti-
mate terms with all the outstanding leaders of the new
Russia. As he tells the story of the New Economic Policy,
of the Five Year Plan, of the collective farm movement, of
the alleged ‘Man-made famine’ of 1933, he weaves into his
narrative curious bits of personal reminiscence, humor,
and philosophy that raise the book into the realm of liter-
ature.”

From:

Walter Duranty.

I Write as I Please.
(New York, 1935).

On flap of front cover.

Widener Library
(Gift of William Cameron Forbes)



106. “. . . I have made exhaustive inquiries about this
alleged famine situation. I have inquired in Soviet com-
missariats and in foreign embassies with their network of
consuls, and I have tabulated information from Britons
working as specialists and from my personal connections,
Russian and foreign. . . .

“. .. And here are the facts: There is a serious food short-
age throughout the country, with occasional cases of well-
managed State or collective farms. The big cities and the
army are adequately supplied with food. There is no
actual starvation or deaths from starvation, but there is
widespread mortality from diseases due to malnutrition.
In short, conditions are definitely bad in certain sections
— the Ukraine, North Caucasus and Lower Volga. The
rest of the country is on short rations but nothing worse.
These conditions are bad, but there is no famine.”

From:

Walter Duranty.

“Russians Hungry, but not Starving,”
New York Times, 31 March 1933, p. 13.

Widener Library
(Charles Warren fund)

107-109. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.

110. Collecting corpses for burial.

*111. In contrast to his published articles in the New York
Times about the “alleged ‘Man-made famine’ of 1933,”
Walter Duranty gave to British consular officials in Mos-
cow a sobering assessment of his trip to the North Cau-
casus and the Ukraine in September 1933:

“According to Mr. Duranty, the population of the North
Caucasus and the Lower Volga has decreased in the past
year by 3 million and the population of the Ukraine by 4-
5 million. Estimates that he had heard from other foreign-
ers living in the Ukraine were that approximately half the
population had moved either into the towns or into more
prosperous districts. . . .

*“. .. The Ukraine had been bled white. The population
was exhausted, and if the peasants were ‘double-crossed’
by the Government again no one could say what would
happen. . . .

“At Kharkov Mr. Duranty saw the Polish consul, who
told him the following story: A Communist friend
employed in the Control Commission was surprised at
not getting reports from a certain locality. He went out to
see for himself, and on arrival he found the villages com-
pletely deserted. Most of the houses were standing empty,
while others contained only corpses. . . .
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“Mr. Duranty thinks it quite possible that as many as 10
million people may have died directly or indirectly from
lack of food in the Soviet Union during the past year.”

From:

Great Britain. Foreign Office.

General Correspondence: Political, FO 371/17253.

“Tour of Mr. W. Duranty in North Caucasus and the
Ukraine,” William Strang (Moscow) to Sir John Simon,
Foreign Secretary, 26 September 1933, Registry Number
N 7182/114/38.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

112. “. . . the whole shabby episode of our failure to
report honestly the gruesome Russian famine of 1932-33
. reflects little glory on world journalism as a whole.
Not a single American newspaper or press agency pro-
tested publicly against the astonishing and almost
unprecedented confinement of its correspondent in the
Soviet capital or troubled to probe for the causes of this
extraordinary measure. The New York Times, as the fore-
most American newspaper, is automatically selected for
investigation in any test of American reporting. But it
was certainly not alone in concealing the famine. . . .

“«

. . . [Our reporting] served Moscow’s purpose of
smearing the facts out of recognition and beclouding a sit-
uation which, had we reported it simply and clearly,
might have worked up enough public opinion abroad to
force remedial measures. And every correspondent, each
in his own measure, was guilty of collaborating in this
monstrous hoax on the world.”

From:

Eugene Lyons.

Assignment in Utopia.

(New York, 1937), pp. 572-573.

Eugene Lyons was the United Press correspondent in
Moscow from 1928 to 1934.

Widener Library
(Gift of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Dana)

113. Marco Carynnyk.
“The Famine the ‘Times’ Couldn’t Find,”
Commentary, November 1983, pp. 32-40.

A recent study of Walter Duranty’s coverage of the
Famine.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

114-116. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.
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117. William Henry Chamberlin and the editors of the
Christian Science Monitor, for which he was Moscow cor-
respondent, refused to follow the example of the majority
of their colleagues and ignore the Famine. Chamberlin
described his 1933 tour of the Soviet Union in a series of
eighteen articles published in the Monitor between 28 May
and 18 June 1934. This series contained an extensive and
frank account of the catastrophic situation in the Ukraine.

William Henry Chamberlin.
“Famine Proves Potent Weapon in Soviet Policy,”
Christian Science Monitor, 29 May 1934, pp. 1 and 4.

Widener Library
(Charles Warren fund)
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118. William Henry Chamberlin.
Russia’s Iron Age.
(Boston, 1934).

Widener Library
(Gift in memory of Robert Fields Simes)

119. William Henry Chamberlin.
The Ukraine: A Submerged Nation.
(New York, 1944).

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)

120. Malcolm Muggeridge, then correspondent for the
Manchester Guardian, was one of the few Western reporters
to visit the famine-stricken Ukraine and write truthfully
about what he saw. His articles appeared in the Manchester
Guardian (25-28 March 1933), the Fortnightly Review (1
May 1933) and the Morning Post (6 June 1933). His book
Winter in Moscow recounts his experiences as a Moscow
correspondent and gives additional coverage of the
Famine. The following is an excerpt from Muggeridge’s
autobiography some decades later:

“In Kiev, where [ found myself on a Sunday morning, on
an impulse I turned into a church where a service was in
progress. It was packed tight, but I managed to squeeze
myself against a pillar whence I could survey the congre-
gation and look up at the altar. Young and old, peasants
and townsmen, parents and children, even a few in uni-
form — it was a variegated assembly. The bearded priests,
swinging their incense, intoning their prayers, seemed
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very remote and far away. Never before or since have [
participated in such worship; the sense conveyed of turn-
ing to God in great affliction was overpowering. Though I
could not, of course, follow the service, I knew . . . little
bits of it; for instance, where the congregation say there is
no help for them save from God. What intense feeling
they put into these words! In their minds, I knew, as in
mine, was a picture of those desolate abandoned villages,
of the hunger and the hopelessness, of the cattle trucks
being loaded with humans in the dawn light. Where were
they to turn for help? Not to the Kremlin, and the Dicta-
torship of the Proletariat, certainly; nor to the forces of
progress and democracy and enlightenment in the West.
Honourable and Right Honourable members had nothing
to offer; Gauche Radicale unforthcoming, free press Dur-
anty’s pulpit. Every possible human agency was found
wanting. So, only God remained, and to God they turned
with a passion, a dedication, a humility impossible to
convey. They took me with them, I felt closer to God
then than I ever had before, or am likely to again.”

From:

Malcolm Muggeridge.

Chronicles of a Wasted Time. Vol. 1: The Green Stick.
(London, 1972), pp. 258-259.

Widener Library
(John L. Warren fund)

121. At the market in Kharkiv — each bottle of milk,
frantically clutched, represented a valuable item in private
trade.



122. Windows of the empty stores display only portraits
of Stalin.

123. The population, accustomed to death in their midst,
began to ignore corpses.
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124. Starving and neglected children, the so-called bezpry-
tul’ni (in Russian bezprizornye).

125. Dr. Ewald Ammende, a prominent League of
Nations official concerned with the rights of oppressed
nationalities, collected and published evidence on the
Famine. His study was the first comprehensive and well-
documented work on the Famine of 1932-1933 in the
Ukraine and elsewhere in the Soviet Union. With the
backing of Theodore Cardinal Innitzer, Archibishop of
Vienna, he organized relief for the victims. However, the
project failed because Soviet diplomats denied the
Famine’s existence.

Ewald Ammende.

Muss Russland hungern?: Menschen-und Volkerschicksale in der
Sowjetunion

[Must Russia Starve?: The Destinies of Men and Nations
in the Soviet Union].

(Wien, 1935).

Widener Library
(Archibald Cary Coolidge fund)

126. Ewald Ammende.

Human Life in Russia.

(London, 1936).

Also reprinted: Cleveland, John T. Zubal, 1984.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)
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Ukrainians in Poland and in the West tried desper-
ately to make the outside world aware of the Famine
and get help for their starving compatriots. The
newspapers Dilo (L'viv), Ameryka (Philadelphia) and
Svoboda (Jersey City) published visitors’ and refu-
gees’ accounts of mass starvation. In L’viv in the
spring of 1933, a young Ukrainian nationalist,
Mykola Lemyk, assassinated a Soviet diplomatic and
intelligence official as an act of retribution for the
Famine.

127. Mykola Halii and Bohdan Novyts’kyi.

Het’ masku!: Natsional’na polityka na Rad. Ukraini v svitli
dokumentiv

[Away With the Mask!: Nationality Policies in the Soviet
Ukraine in the Light of Documents].

(L’viv-Praha, 1934).

Both the persecution of the Soviet Ukrainian intelligentsia
and the Famine were crucial factors in lessening the appeal
of Bolshevism in Polish-ruled Galicia, where many
Ukrainians had previously been attracted to the Soviet
Union. Both Halii and Novyts’kyi were disenchanted
Western Ukrainian Communists.

Widener Library
(Gift of Peter Slusarchuk)



American newspapermen Harry Lang and Thomas
Walker, as well as ex-communists Richard H. San-
ger and Adam J. Tawdul, wrote plainspoken and
graphic accounts of the Famine based on what they
had witnessed in the Ukraine in 1933. Their stories
and photographs were published in a sensational
manner two years later by the Hearst newspapers
(New York Evening Journal, Chicago American, and
others, February-August 1935) in an attempt to dis-
rupt the diplomatic ties established by Roosevelt in
1933.

128. Thomas Walker.
“Soviet Plans Starvation by
Big Crop Demands,”

New York Evening Journal,
19 February 1935, p. 12
(continues article, under
different headline, from

p.- 1).
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129. Harry Lang.
“Villages of Soviet Dead Described,”
New York Evening Journal, 16 April 1935, pp. 1-2.

Widener Library
(Gift of Mrs. K. Hodivsky)



130. Richard H. Sanger.
“Millions Starved in Man-Made Ukraine Famine,’
New York Evening Journal, 1 May 1935, p. 4.

Widener Library
(Gift of Mrs. K. Hodivsky)

’

131. Adam J. Tawdul.
“Ex-Soviet Official Charges: ‘Russia Warred On Own
People’,” New York American, 19 August 1935, p. 2.

Widener Library
(Gift of James E. Mace)
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Part 7: The Famine in Memoirs
and Published Eyewitness
Accounts

The number of published accounts of the Famine is
small but significant. The proscribed subject of the
Famine can find no expression in memoirs pub-
lished in the Soviet Union. Furthermore, most vic-
tims of the Famine were peasants, people unlikely to
record their experiences in literary form, even under
favorable circumstances. The memoir literature of
‘the Famine is limited to the writings of a relatively
few eyewitnesses who managed to leave the Soviet
Union, and in a smaller number of cases, to texts
smuggled out and published abroad. Memoirs con-
taining extensive records of the Famine have been
written by local Soviet officials who subsequently
defected or joined dissident circles. References to
the Famine can also be found in memoirs written by
disaffected members of the Soviet political and cul-
tural establishment and published in the West. It is,
however, the Ukrainian émigré community which
has produced most of the published eyewitness
accounts of the Ukrainian tragedy of 1932-1933.
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132. Victor Kravchenko (1905-1966), was a high-ranking
Soviet official who defected to the United States in 1944.
A native Ukrainian from Dnipropetrovs’k, Kravchenko
had a successful career as an industrial engineer and Party
functionary. During collectivization, he administered
grain procurement at the local level for the Soviet govern-
ment. In the following excerpt from his autobiography,
Kravchenko writes of the Famine in P’iatykhatky (Dni-
propetrovs’k oblast’) and Petrove (Kirovohrad oblast’), in
the central Ukraine.

“Armed with a mandate from the Regional Committee, I
set out for the Piatikhatsky district in the company of a
schoolmate who was also my friend, Yuri. The local offi-
cials of that district, we found, were unnerved by what
they had lived through. We questioned them about the
new crops, but they could talk only of the mass hunger,
the typhus epidemics, the reports of cannibalism. . . .

“We arrived at the large village of Petrovo towards eve-
ning. An unearthly silence prevailed. ‘All the dogs have
been eaten, that’s why it’s so quiet,’” the peasant who led
us to the Political Department said. ‘People don’t do
much walking, they haven’t the strength,” he added. Hav-
ing met the chief of the Political Department, we were
conducted to a peasant hut for the night.

“A feeble ‘smoker’ provided the only light in the house.
Our hostess was a young peasant woman. All feeling,
even sadness and fear, seemed to have been drained from



her starved features. They were a mask of living death. In
a corner, on a narrow bed, two children lay so quietly
they seemed lifeless. Only their eyes were alive. I winced
when they met mine.

“ ‘We're sorry to intrude,” Yuri said. ‘We’ll be no trou-
ble to you and in the morning we’ll leave.” He spoke in an
unnatural subdued voice, as if he were in a sick-room or a
cemetery.

“ ‘You're welcome,’ the young woman said, ‘and I'm
only sorry I cannot offer you anything. We haven’t had a
crust of bread in this house for many weeks. I still have a
few potatoes but we daren’t eat them too fast.” She wept
quietly. ‘Will there ever be an end or must my children
and I die like the others?’

“ ‘Where is your husband?’ I asked.

“ ‘I don’t know. He was arrested and probably ban-
ished. My father and brother were also banished. We have
surely been left here to die of hunger.’

“Yuri said he wanted to smoke and left the house pre-
cipitately. [ knew that he was afraid of breaking down and
crying before this stranger.

“ ‘Don’t give way to despair, my dear,’ I said to the
woman. ‘I know it’s hard, but if you love your children
you will not give up the struggle. Bring them to the
table. My comrade and I have some food from the city,
and you will all dine with us.’

“Yuri returned. We put all our provisions on the table
and ate sparingly ourselves so that there would be more
for the others. The children looked at the slab of bacon,
the dried fish, the tea and sugar with startled eyes. They
ate quickly, greedily, as if afraid that it would all vanish as
miraculously.as it had appeared. After she had put the
children to sleep, our hostess began to talk.

133-134. Photographs taken in the Kuban’ Cossack
region, 1933.

“ ‘I will not tell you about the dead,” she said. ‘I'm sure
you know. The half-dead, the nearly dead are even worse.
There are hundreds of people in Petrovo bloated with
hunger. I don’t know how many die every day. Many are
so weak that they no longer come out of their houses. A
wagon goes around now and then to pick up the corpses.
We’ve eaten everything we could lay our hands on—cats,
dogs, field mice, birds. When it’s light tomorrow you
will see the trees have been stripped of their bark, for that
too has been eaten. And the horse manure has been eaten.’

“I must have looked startled and unbelieving.

“ ‘Yes, the horse manure. We fight over it. Sometimes
there are whole grains in it.’ ‘

“It was Yuri’s first visit to the village. Afraid that the
initial impact of the horror might unnerve him, I inter-
rupted the woman’s story and insisted that we all retire
for the night. But neither Yuri nor I slept much. We were
glad when morning came.

“Arriving at the Political Department shortly after sun-
rise, we found only the agriculturist of the State Farm
there. He . . . gave me some bacon, a bottle of oil, a bit
of flour and a small bag of some cereal. I thanked him and
took the parcel to the house where we had spent the
night. The young woman was too overwhelmed to thank
us. [ escaped from her gratitude as if it were a cruel
rebuke.

“Then Yuri and [ walked through the village. Again we
were oppressed by the unnatural silence. Soon we came to
an open space which, no doubt, was once the market
place. Suddenly Yuri gripped my arm until it hurt: for
sprawled on the ground were dead men, women and chil-
dren, thinly covered with dingy straw. I counted seven-
teen. As we watched, a wagon drove up and two men
loaded the corpses on the wagon like cordwood.”

From:

Victor Kravchenko.

I Chose Freedom: The Personal and Political Life of a Soviet
Official.

(New York, 1946), pp. 112-113.

Widener Library
(Archibald Cary Coolidge fund)

135. R. L. Suslyk.

Sumni spohady: 1933 rik na Poltavshchyni

[Sad memories: The Year 1933 in the Poltava Region].
(London?, 1951).

An account from several villages near the city of Zin’kiv.
Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

136. F. Pravoberezhnyi.

8 000 000: 1933-i rik na Ukraini

[8 000 000: The Year 1933 in the Ukraine).
(Winnipeg, 1951).

Testimony from the town of Rzhyshchiv (Kiev oblast’),
and neighboring villages.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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137. M. Verbyts’kyi.

Naibil’shyi zlochyn Kremlia: zaplianovanyi shtuchnyi holod v
Ukraini 1932-1933 rokiv

[The Kremlin’s Greatest Crime: The Planned Artificial
Famine in the Ukraine, 1932-1933].

(London, 1952).

Front cover. Included are accounts based on interviews
with eyewitnesses from all regions of the Soviet Ukraine
and from the Kuban’.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

138. Dmytro Solovey.

Stezhkamy na Holhotu: vynyshchuvannia v Ukraini mil’ioniy
liudei terorom ta shtuchnym holodom v 1929-1933 rokakh
[On the Paths to Golgotha: The Extermination of Mil-
lions in the Ukraine by Terror and Artificial Famine in
1929-1933].

(Detroit, 1952).

Includes interviews with survivors from Reshetylivka and
Karlivka regions (Poltava oblast’), and Vil’shany and Vov-
chans’k regions (Kharkiv oblast’).

Widener Library
(Gift of Peter Slusarchuk)

50

139. The Golgotha of Ukraine: Eye-witness Accounts of the
Famine in Ukraine Instigated and Fostered by the Kremlin in
an Attempt to Quell Ukrainian Resistance to Soviet Russian
National and Social Enslavement of the Ukrainian People.
Compiled by Dmytro Solovey; foreword by Dr. Luke
Myshuha; translated and edited by Stephen Shumeyko.
(New York, 1953).

Widener Library
(Gift of Peter Slusarchuk)

140. Olexa Woropay.
V dev’iatim kruzi . . .
[In the Ninth Circle].
(London, 1953).

Testimony from villages around the town of Khmil’'nyk
(Vinnytsia oblast’), in the Podillia region. Also includes
accounts based on interviews with victims from all
regions of the Soviet Ukraine.

Widener Library
(Gift of Dr. Ivan Panchuk)

141. Olexa Woropay.

The Ninth Circle: In Commemoration of the Victims of the
Famine of 1933.

With a foreword by Moira Roberts.

(London, 1954).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

142. The Black Deeds of the Kremlin: A White Book.
Edited by S.O. Pidhainy, V.I. Hryshko, P.P. Pavlovych,
LI. Sandul and A.P. Stepovyi; translated by M. Coach, J.
Hladun, A. Oreletsky and O. Prychodko.
(Toronto-Detroit, 1953-1955), 2 vols.

The most comprehensive compilation of eyewitness
accounts.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

143. Holod 1933 r. v Ukraini: svidchennia pro vynyshchuvan-
nia Moskvoiu ukrains’koho selianstva

[The Hunger of 1933 in the Ukraine: Testimony on Mos-
cow’s Extermination of the Ukrainian Peasantry].
Compiled by Iurii Semenko.

(Miinchen, 1963).

Accounts by victims from all regions of the Soviet
Ukraine and the Kuban’.

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)



144-145. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.
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146. Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971), First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (1953-1964), spent his student years in the
Ukraine, worked and rose to political prominence there.
In his memoirs he wrote the following:

“The controversy over collectivization sparked a rapid
turnover in the Moscow Party leadership. . . .

It was when Kaganovich was the leader of the Moscow
organization that word began to leak out that there was
trouble on the collective farms, although I never had any
idea that trouble meant peasant uprisings and that people
were sent out from Moscow to put them down. . . .

“Subsequently the word got around that famine had bro-
ken out in the Ukraine. I couldn’t believe it. I'd left the
Ukraine in 1929, only three years before, when the
Ukraine had pulled itself up to prewar living standards.
Food had been plentiful and cheap. Yet now, we were
told, people were starving. It was incredible.

“It wasn’t until many years later, when Anastas Ivanovich
Mikoyan told me the following story, that I found out
how bad things had really been in the Ukraine in the early
thirties. Mikoyan told me that Comrade Demchenko,
who was then First Secretary of the Kiev Regional Com-
mittee, once came to see him in Moscow. Here’s what
Demchenko said: ‘Anastas Ivanovich, does Comrade Sta-
lin — for that matter, does anyone in the Politburo —
know what’s happening in the Ukraine? Well, if not, I'll
give you some idea. A train recently pulled into Kiev
loaded with corpses of people who had starved to death.
It had picked up corpses all the way from Poltava to

Kiev. . ..’

“. . . Perhaps we’ll never know how many people per-
ished directly as a result of collectivization, or indirectly as
a result of Stalin’s eagerness to blame its failure on others.
But two things are certain: first, the Stalin brand of collec-
tivization brought us nothing but misery and brutality;
and second, Stalin played the decisive role in the leader-
ship of our country at the time.”

From:

Nikita Khrushchev.

Khrushchev Remembers.

Translated and edited by Strobe Talbott; with an introduc-
tion, commentary and notes by Edward Crankshaw.
(Boston, 1970), pp. 73-74.

Widener Library
(Gift of Bohdan and Neonila Krawciw)
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147. Lev Kopelev, literary scholar, Soviet dissident and a
native of the Ukraine, was a Party activist and the editor
of a Ukrainian language newspaper in Kharkiv during
collectivization. He served as a model for the character of
Rubin in Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s First Circle. An excerpt
from the English translation of Kopelev’s memoir follows
(no. 148).

Lev Kopelev.

I sotvoril sebe kumira

[And I Set Myself Up an Idol].
(Ann Arbor, 1978).

Widener Library
(From the Bright Legacy)

148. In a chapter entitled “The Last Grain Collections
(1933),” Kopelev wrote the following:

“I have always remembered the winter of the last grain
collections, the weeks of the great famine. And I have
always told about it. But I did not begin to write it down
until many years later. . . .

“And while I wrote the rough drafts and read them to
friends, questions arose. . . . How could all this have hap-
pened? Who was guilty of the famine which destroyed
millions of lives? How could I have participated in it? . . .

“We were raised as the fanatical adepts of a new creed, the
only true religion of scientific socialism. The party became
our church militant, bequeathing to all mankind eternal
salvation, eternal peace and the bliss of an earthly para-
dise. It victoriously surmounted all other churches,
schisms and heresies. The works of Marx, Engels and
Lenin were accepted as holy writ, and Stalin was the infal-
lible high priest. . . .

“My father [an agronomist very sympathetic toward the
Ukrainian peasantry] arrived after a trip through the
provinces, where he had been checking on the prepara-
tions for planting sugar beets. He sat hunched over; his
face was dark and his eyes inflamed, as if after a bout of
malaria. But he was not emaciated. People didn’t go hun-
gry at the sugar refineries. ‘No, I'm not the one who’s
sick. What kind of sicknesses do we have nowadays?
What's the matter — don’t you understand? The heart is
sick. The brain is splitting open. I've seen things I've nev-
er had to see before. [ couldn’t even have imagined them.
I never would have believed them. . . .’

“Father was gloomy and immediately lit into me. ‘Every-
thing is done for! Do you understand? No grain in the
village! I’'m not talking about the Central Workers Co-op
or the city store, but the village. The grain growers are
dying of starvation! Not some derelict tramps, not some
unemployed Americans, but the Ukrainian grain growers
are dying from want of grain! And my dear little boy
helped to take it away. The people who ordered it should



have their heads torn off. The rulers who have brought
the Ukraine to famine should be swept out with the shit
broom.” ”

From:

Lev Kopelev.

The Education of a True Believer.

Translated from the Russian by Gary Kern.
(New York, 1980), pp. 248-249 and 268-269.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

OLEXA WOROPAY
EDITED WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

JAMES E. MACE

151. Olexa Woropay.

The Ninth Circle: In Commemoration of the Victims of the
Famine of 1933.

Edited with an introduction by James E. Mace.
(Cambridge, Mass., 1983).

Front cover.

Widener Library
(Deposited copy)

149. Hryts’ko Siryk.

Pid sontsem obezdolenykh: uryvky zi spohadiv ““Trahediia
moiei rodyny”

[Under the Sun of the Unfortunate: Excerpts from Mem-
oirs Entitled “The Tragedy of My Family”].

(Toronto, 1982-1983), 3 vols.

An account from Voronizh (Sumy oblast’), in the north-
ern Ukraine.

Widener Library
(Iwan and Tetiana Stelmach fund)

150. Pavlo Makohon.

Svidok: spohady pro Holod 33-ho roku.

Witness: Memoirs of the Famine of 1933 in Ukraine.
Translated by Vera Moroz.

(Toronto, 1983).

Recounts events in the village of Troits’ke in the Petro-
pavlivka region (Dnipropetrovs’k oblast’).

Widener Library
(John Bonk fund)

*152. Miron Dolot.
Execution By Hunger: The Hidden Holocaust.
Introduction by Adam Ulam.
(New York: W. W. Norton, 1985).

Dolot’s memoir is the first eyewitness account of the
Famine issued by a major American publisher. The author
lived in a village on the Tiasmyn River, in Cherkasy
oblast’.

153. The Russian composer Dmitrii Shostakovich (1906-
1975), in this passage from his memoirs, describes Stalin’s
massacre of the bandurysty, the Ukraine’s blind peasant
minstrels.

13

. national art was considered counterrevolutionary.
Why? Because it was, like any ancient art, religious, cul-
tic. If it’s religious, then tear it out with its roots. I hope
someone will write down the history of how our great
native art was destroyed in the twenties and thirties. It
was destroyed forever because it was oral. When they
shoot a folk singer or a wandering storyteller, hundreds of
great musical works die with him. Works that had never
been written down. They die forever, irrevocably, because
another singer represents other songs.

“I’m not a historian. I could tell many tragic tales and
cite many examples, but I won’t do that. I will tell about
one incident, only one. It’s a horrible story and every time
I think of it I grow frightened and I don’t want to remem-
ber it. Since time immemorial, folk singers have wandered
along the roads of the Ukraine. They’re called lirniki and
banduristy there. They were almost always blind men —
why that is so is another question that [ won’t go into,
but briefly, it’s traditional. The point is, they were always
blind and defenseless people, but no one ever touched or
hurt them. Hurting a blind man — what could be lower?

“And then in the m*1 thirties the First All-Ukrainian
Congress of Lirniki and Banduristy was announced, and
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all the folk singers had to gather and discuss what to do in
the future. ‘Life is better, life is merrier,” Stalin had said.
The blind men believed it. They came to the congress
from all over the Ukraine, from tiny, forgotten villages.
There were several hundred of them at the congress, they
say. It was a living museum, the country’s living history.
All its songs, all its music and poetry. And they were
almost all shot, almost all those pathetic blind men killed.
“Why was it done? Why the sadism — killing the
blind? Just like that, so that they wouldn’t get underfoot.
Mighty deeds were being done there, complete collectivi-
zation was under way, they had destroyed kulaks as a
class, and here were these blind men, walking around
singing songs of dubious content. The songs weren’t
passed by the censors. And what kind of censorship can
you have with blind men? You can’t hand a blind man a
corrected and approved text and you can’t write him an
order either. You have to tell everything to a blind man.
That takes too long. And you can'’t file away a piece of
paper, and there’s no time anyway. Collectivization.
Mechanization. It was easier to shoot them. And so they

did.”

From:

Dmitrii Shostakovich.

Testimony: The Memoirs of Dmitri Shostakovich.

As related to and edited by Solomon Volkov; translated
from the Russian by Antonina W. Bouis.

(New York, 1979), pp. 214-215.

Widener Library
(Horace Davis fund)

154. A blind Ukrainian minstrel in Kiev playing the ban-
dura (1918).



Part 8: The Famine in Literature

The post-war Ukrainian emigration has produced
numerous literary accounts of the Famine. The
emotional force of the topic is so overwhelming that
almost all of the Ukrainian writers who left the
Soviet Union and reached the West have devoted
great effort to portraying the twenties and thirties.
The novels, short stories and poems by these repre-
sentatives of the Ukrainian intelligentsia, who tradi-
tionally had close ties to the village, provide the vic-
tims’ perspective on the Famine.

In Soviet literature, the subject of the Famine was
discussed for the first time during Khrushchev’s
“Thaw,” when limited criticism of past policy by
loyal members of the Soviet establishment was per-
mitted. A number of Soviet writers have since dealt
effectively with the attitudes and motives of the Par-
ty activists whose policies brought about the mass
starvation.

155. Dokiia Humenna.

Dity Chumats’koho shliakhu: roman
[Children of the Milky Way: A Novel].
(Miinchen, 1948-1951), 4 vols.

Widener Library
(Amey Richmond Sheldon fund)

156. Teodosii Os’machka.

Plan do dvoru: povist’

[The Grain Requisition Quota: A Novel].
(Toronto, 1951).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

157. Zosym Donchuk.
Prirva: roman

[The Abyss: A Novel].
(Chicago, 1959).

Widener Library
(Gift of Kalenik Lissiuk)

158. Olena Zvychaina.
Myrhorods’kyi iarmarok
[The Fair at Myrhorod].
(Miinchen, 1953).

Front cover.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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159. Mykola Ponedilok.

Hovoryt’ lyshe pole . . . : noveli, narysy, opovidannia
[Only the Fields Speak . . . : Short Stories].
(Toronto, 1962).

Nustration by Halyna Mazepa to Ponedilok’s short story
“Chorna khustka” [The Black Kerchief].

Widener Library
(Gift of Michael Bazansky)

160. Vasyl’ Barka.

Zhovtyi kniaz’: povist’

[The Yellow Prince: A Novel].
(Miinchen, 1962).

Front cover. Also issued in French translation: Paris, Gal-
limard, 1981.

Widener Library
(Gift of losyp Hirniak)

161. Pavlo Maliar.

Zolotyi doshch: roman
[Golden Rain: A Novel].
(Toronto, 1965-1975), 3 vols.

Widener Library
(Keller fund)
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162. Mykhailo Lavrenko.

Dva kolosky: zbirka opovidan’ iz velykoi trahedii ukrains’koho
narodu 1932-1933

[Two Blades of Wheat: Short Stories About the Years of
the Great Tragedy of the Ukrainian People 1932-1933].
(New York, 1973).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

163. Ol'’ha Mak.

Kaminnia pid kosoiu: povist’

[Stones Under the Scythe: A Novel].
(Toronto, 1973).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

164. Oleksa Hai-Holovko.

Smertel’noiu dorohoiu: podii nashoho chasu

[Along the Road of Death: Events of Our Time].
(Winnipeg, 1979-1983), 2 vols.

Widener Library
(Iwan and Tetiana Stelmach fund)



167. The Soviet writer Ivan Stadniuk lived through the
Famine as a child in his native Ukrainian village of Kor-
dyshivka in Vinnytsia oblast’. His novel Liudi ne angely
[People Are Not Angels], which first appeared in the
December 1962 issue of the Leningrad journal Neva,
included the first open discussion of the Famine in Soviet
literature.

Ivan Stadniuk.

Liudi ne angely: roman

[People Are Not Angels: A Novel].
(Moskva, 1963).

Widener Library
(Keller fund)

168. Ivan Stadniuk.
People Are Not Angels.
Translated from the Russian by P.A. Spalding and I.
Antonenko.
165-166. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932- (London, 1963).

1933. Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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169. Ivan Stadniuk.

Liudy ne anhely: roman

[People Are Not Angels: A Novel].

Translated into Ukrainian by Mykola Shevchenko.
(Kyiv, 1968).

Widener Library
(Gift of Bohdan and Neonila Krawciw)

170. The well-known Soviet writer Vasilii Grossman
(1905-1964) was a native of the Ukraine and worked as an
engineer in the Donbas industrial region during the 1930s.
In his last novel Vse techet . . . [Forever Flowing], Gross-
man deals with the period of forced collectivization and
the Famine from the perspective of the Party activists.
Although the KGB intended to confiscate all of Gross-
man’s papers upon his death, the manuscript of his last
work survived in samizdat and was published commer-
cially in 1970 by the Russian émigré organization Possev.
An excerpt from the English translation follows (no. 171).

Vasilii Grossman.

Vse techet . . .

[Forever Flowing].
(Frankfurt am Main, 1970).

Widener Library
(National Defense Education Act fund)

171. “True, they [the Party activists] were under a spell—
they had sold themselves on the idea that the so-called
‘kulaks’ were pariahs, untouchables, vermin. They would
not sit down at a ‘parasite’s’ table; the ‘kulak’ child was
loathsome; the young ‘kulak’ girl was lower than a louse.
They looked on the so-called ‘kulaks’ as cattle, swine,
loathsome, repulsive: they had no souls; they stank; they
all had venereal diseases; they were enemies of the people
and exploited the labor of others. . . .

“And there was no pity for them. They were not to be
regarded as people; they were not human beings; one had
a hard time making out what they were—vermin, evi-
dently. . . .

“And nowadays I look back on the liquidation of the
kulaks in a quite different light—I am no longer under a
spell, and I can see the human beings there. But why had
I been so benumbed? After all, I could see then how peo-
ple were being tortured and how badly they were being
treated! But what I said to myself at the time was ‘They
are not human beings, they are kulaks.” . . . What torture
was meted out to them! In order to massacre them, it was
necessary to proclaim that kulaks are not human beings.
Just as the Germans proclaimed that Jews are not human
beings. Thus did Lenin and Stalin: kulaks are not human
beings. But that is a lie. They are people! They are human
beings! That’s what [ have finally come to understand.
They are all human beings! . . .

“. .. And, as a Party activist, I was sent to the Ukraine in
order to strengthen a collective farm. In the Ukraine, we
were told, they had an instinct for private property that
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was stronger than in the Russian Republic. And truly, tru-
ly, the whole business was much worse in the Ukraine
than it was with us. . . .

“. .. Moscow assigned grain production and delivery
quotas to the provinces, and the provinces then assigned
them to the districts. And our village was given a quota
that it couldn’t have fulfilled in ten years! In the village
soviet even those who weren’t drinkers took to drink out
of terror. It was clear that Moscow was basing its hopes
on the Ukraine. And the upshot of it was that most of the
subsequent anger was directed against the Ukraine. What
they said was simple: you have failed to fulfill the plan,
and that means that you yourself are an unliquidated
kulak. . . .

“Who was it who then signed the act which imposed
mass murder? [ often wonder whether it was really Stalin.
I think there has never been such a decree in all the long
history of Russia. Not the czars certainly, not the Tatars,
nor even the German occupation forces had ever promul-
gated such a terrible decree. For the decree required that
the peasants of the Ukraine, the Don, and the Kuban be
put to death by starvation, put to death along with their
tiny children. The instructions were to take away the
entire seed fund. Grain was searched for as if it were not
grain but bombs and machine guns. The whole earth was
stabbed with bayonets and ramrods. Cellars were dug up,
floors were broken through, and vegetable gardens were
turned over. From some they confiscated even the grain in
their houses—in pots or troughs. They even took baked
bread away from one woman, loaded it onto the cart, and
hauled it off to the district. Day and night the carts
creaked along, laden with the confiscated grain, and dust
hung over the earth.”

From:

Vasilii Grossman.

Forever Flowing.

Translated from the Russian by Thomas P. Whitney.
(New York, 1972), pp. 142-144 and 148-150.

Widener Library
(John Amory Lowell bequest)



172-174. Photographs taken in the Soviet Ukraine, 1932-
1933.

175. In his efforts to reach an all-encompassing historical
and philosophical understanding of the Revolution and
Bolshevik rule, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn devotes considera-
ble attention to the liquidation of the kulaks, forced col-
lectivization and the Famine. For example, in the novel

V kruge pervom [The First Circle], the character Rubin,
based on Lev Kopelev, who served time in the Gulag with
Solzhenitsyn, tries to deal with memories of his youth as
a Party activist in the famine-stricken Ukraine.

“It all seemed perfectly natural: to dig up pits filled with
buried grain, to keep the owners from milling their grain
or baking bread, to prevent their getting water from the
wells. And if a peasant child died—die, you starving dev-
ils, and your children with you, but you’ll not bake
bread! It evoked no pity in him but became as ordinary as
a city streetcar when at dawn the solitary cart drawn by
an exhausted horse went through the stifled, deathly vil-
lage.

“A whiplash at a shutter: ‘Any corpses? Bring them out.’
“And at the next shutter: ‘Any corpses? Bring them out.’
“And soon it was: ‘Hey! Anyone still alive?’

3

‘... He felt a burning pressure in his head. Seared with
a red-hot brand. And sometimes he had the feeling that
his wounds were retribution, prison was retribution, his
illnesses were retribution.

“Therefore his imprisonment was just. But since he now
understood that what he had done was dreadful, and
would never do it again, and had atoned forit. . . . How
could he purge himself of it? To whom could he say that
it had never happened? From now on let us consider that
it never happened! We shall act as if it never happened!

“What will one sleepless night drain from the miserable
soul of the man who has erred?”

From:

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.

The First Circle.

Translated from the Russian by Thomas P. Whitney.
(New York, 1968), pp. 414-415.

Widener Library
(George B. Sohier Prize fund)
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176. The case of the poet Mykola Rudenko provides strik-
ing evidence of the potential for disillusionment and dis-
sent even at the highest level of membership in the Party
and the Soviet Ukrainian literary intelligentsia. Disabled
for life by wounds received in the course of his heroic
military service during the Second World War, Rudenko
turned to writing and soon achieved considerable promi-
nence, becoming editor of the literary journal Dnipro and
later head of the Party organization of the official Union
of Writers of the Ukraine. In the early 1970s, at the height
of his literary career, Rudenko joined the movement for
the defense of human and national rights in the Soviet
Union. In 1976 as a leading Soviet dissident, Rudenko
became head of the Kiev Helsinki Monitoring Group.
Subsequently, he was arrested and in 1977 sentenced to
seven years’ imprisonment and five years of exile. During
his incarceration in a psychiatric ward in early 1976,
Rudenko wrote the poem Khrest [The Cross]. In this
work, Rudenko laments the fate of the Ukraine in a per-
sonal encounter with Christ on Ukrainian soil over the
corpses of the victims of the Famine. Rudenko is thus the
exception to a whole generation of Soviet Ukrainian writ-
ers who as children lived through the Famine but have
remained silent about their ordeal.

Mykola Rudenko.

Khrest: poema

[The Cross: A Poem].

(Baltimore: Smoloskyp Publishers, 1977).

Front cover, designed by Volodymyr Hruszkewycz.
The text first appeared in samizdat.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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Part 9: Scholarship on the Famine
and on its Historical Context

Until recently, scholarly work on the Famine has
been quite limited. The lack of systematic study of a
historical event of such magnitude and tragedy is a
result of the fact that in the Soviet Union, where the
great majority of survivors live and where archival
records of the starvation are held, the Famine is a
banned subject. The official Soviet position on the
subject was dramatically illustrated by Stalin’s liqui-
dation of the members of the 1937 Soviet Census
Commission and the suppression of the Commis-
sion’s findings, which reflected the loss of life
wrought by collectivization and purges throughout
the Soviet Union and showed a catastrophic drop in
the number of Ukrainians. Soviet scholarship must
work within the limits set by the Soviet political
leadership, and this control is especially strong and
evident on a subject as sensitive as the Famine. Offi-
cial statements by Soviet leaders on the cost of col-
lectivization and on the situation in the Ukraine in
1933 are marked by reticence, distortion and the lib-
eral use of euphemism. Even Soviet leaders with a

177. Mass graves outside of Kharkiv, 1933.

reputation for “liberalism,” such as Nikita Khrush-
chev or Petro Shelest, displayed a lack of frankness
when dealing with the subject. Official histories of
Soviet agriculture, collectivization and the Ukraine
of the 1930s cannot present an honest or reliable
treatment of these topics.

178. “In the process of collective farm construction we did
not avoid certain well-known errors. But these were
errors of feeling our way, errors caused by inexperience.
The Party itself boldly uncovered these errors, spoke
openly about them to the people and corrected them.
Unfortunately, there are still to this day people who love
to play up the costs of this great revolutionary task.”

From:

Leonid Brezhnev.

“Rech’ tovarishcha L.I. Brezhneva”

[Speech by Comrade L.I. Brezhnev].

In: Tretii Vsesoiuznyi s“ezd kolkhoznikov 25-27 noiabria
1969 goda: stenograficheskii otchet

[The Third All-Union Congress of Collective Farmers,
25-27 November 1969: Stenographic Account].
(Moskva, 1970), p. 21.

Widener Library
(From the Collection of Merle Fainsod)
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179. As First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Ukraine (1963-1972), Petro She-
lest encouraged certain manifestations of Ukrainian cul-
tural life. Our Soviet Ukraine is the major statement of
Shelest’s Soviet Ukrainian patriotism. In 1973, Shelest
was purged from the Soviet leadership for an overly asser-
tive Ukrainian stance and an idealization of the Ukrainian
past as evidenced in his policies and in his book. In this
passage from Our Soviet Ukraine, the “liberal” and “cryp-
to-nationalist” Shelest deals with the Famine.

“The workers and peasants of our republic successfully
implemented the goals of the first Five Year Plan. The
Ukraine, in the brotherly family of Soviet republics,
transformed itself into an advanced industrial and collec-
tive-farm state. . . . The collective farm system created
hitherto unheard-of conditions for the flowering of social-
ist agriculture, for the cultured and prosperous life of the
peasantry. . . .

“In the life of the Soviet land, in the construction of
socialism, the years of the first Five Year Plan were heroic
and victorious. They were, however, at the same time dif-
ficult and complex. An especially difficult situation devel-
oped with food supply in 1933. But these difficulties too
were overcome.”

From:

Petro Shelest.

Ukraino nasha Radians’ka
[Our Soviet Ukrainel].
(Kyiv, 1970), p. 60.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

180. The following passage is a typical example of Soviet
scholarly treatment of the Famine:

“The great difficulties with which the Ukraine met in
those years [the early thirties] were closely tied to the
unsatisfactory management of the economies of collective
farms, ignorance of the Leninist principle of the [personal]
material motivation of collective farmers in communal
production, lack of experience in directing large-scale
agriculture, the poor condition of live draft power [pre-
sumably livestock], the disorganized waging of harvest
campaigns and great losses of harvested grain.

“Inadequacies in the collective farms were also the result
of the influence and subversive work of remnants of
kulakdom that infiltrated the collective farms. Creeping
into collective farms, kulaks caused damage to collective
farm production. They broke machines, liquidated hors-
es, messed-up the accounting, embezzled and sold collec-
tive-farm property and so forth. Many local Party organi-
zations did not uncover the new tactics of the class enemy
in time and thereby allowed him to cause serious harm to
the collective farm movement.
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“It should also be noted that big mistakes were made and
the extremes were reached in the course of carrying out a
number of economic and political campaigns, especially
grain requisitions.”

From:

Ivan Hanzha, Ivan Slyn’ko, Panteleimon Shostak.
“Ukrainskoe selo na puti k sotsializmu”

[The Ukrainian Village on the Path to Socialism].

In: Ocherki istorii kollektivizatsii sel’skogo khoziaistva v
soiuznykh respublikakh

[Outlines. of the History of Collectivization of Agriculture
in the Union Republics].

(Moskva, 1963), p. 199.

Widener Library
(Keller fund)

181. “The decline in rural population was to some extent
the result of the liquidation of kulaks as a class, which led
to the deportation of more than 60,000 kulak families
from the Ukraine. Finally, the decline in rural population
was related to a severe shortage of food products in 1931,
1932 and in the first half of 1933, which resulted from a
poor harvest and incorrect planning of grain procure-
ment.”

From:

Ivan Slyn’ko.

“Vyrishal’nyi povorot selianstva Ukrainy na sotsialistych-
nyi shliakh rozvytku”

[The Decisive Change of the Ukrainian Peasantry to a
Socialist Path of Development].

In: Istoriia selianstva Ukrains’koi RSR

[History of the Peasantry of the Ukrainian SSR].

(Kyiv, 1967), vol. 2, p. 175.

Widener Library
(Keller fund)

182. “Judging by certain unrelated and contradictory data,
the decline of the mortality rate slowed down somewhat
in the period of reconstruction of the national economy.
In various regions the mortality rate declined at an uneven
pace. Thus, it seems the loss of livestock in Kazakhstan in
1930 and the bad harvest of 1932 in the Ukraine actually
resulted in a temporary rise in the mortality rate.”

From:

Viktor Ivanovich Kozlov.

Natsional’nosti SSSR: etnodemograficheskii obzor
[Nationalities of the USSR: An Ethnodemographic Sur-
vey].

(Moskva, 1975), p. 153.

Widener Library
(Keller fund)



The dissident movement of the 1960s and 1970s pro-
duced a number of attempts at an honest scholarly
treatment of the Famine. Given police repression,
the inaccessability of archives and the lack of condi-
tions necessary for normal work, dissident scholars
within the Soviet Union could not write formal his-
tories of the Stalinist period in general or the
Famine in particular. Nevertheless, their work is
evidence of a deep interest in the subject in certain
circles of the Soviet academic world.

183. The Soviet historian Anton Antonov-Ovseenko, son
of the commander of the first Bolshevik army sent into
the Ukraine during the Revolution, wrote a biography of
Stalin and a history of his rule from the perspective of the
Soviet political and academic elite. In this passage from
the English translation of his work The Time of Stalin—
Portrait of a Tyranny, Antonov-Ovseenko describes the
suppression of the results of the Census of 1937.

“The first Soviet census was taken in 1920, the second in
1926. The population figure reported then was 148.8 mil-
lion. The demographers estimated the yearly ‘natural
increase’ at 2.3 percent, with the rural districts accounting
for between 2.7 and 2.8 percent and the urban districts
between 1.7 and 1.8 percent. (As I have said, the Soviet
population was predominantly rural.)

“The third census was carried out in January 1937. Stalin
placed great hopes in it. To show the world one more
great achievement of the land of socialism. The natural
increase since 1926 should have been about 37.6 million.
(Calculating simply, without compounding the percent-
age: 11 X 2.3% = 25.3% = 37.6 million.)

“But the 1937 census results were shattering. There were
only about 156 million citizens in our great socialist state
after all. The increase had been only 7.2 million. A deficit
of 30.4 million. How many of those deaths should be
attributed to the prisons and camps and how many to the
famine? It’s difficult, in fact impossible, to tell.

“Should the census results be announced? Wouldn't it be
better to denounce them as the product of sabotage and
‘wrecking’? That’s exactly what Stalin did. On September
26 Pravda published a communiqué of the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars. It seems that ‘extremely crude viola-
tions of the elementary principles of statistical science’ had
occurred in the census taking. Therefore the government
was declaring the census results unsatisfactory.

“The data were immediately confiscated and destroyed,
but the figures were still being carried around in the heads
of statistical agency chiefs. The first head to fly off its
shoulders was that of Ivan Kraval, head of the Central
Statistical Bureau. . . . All of Kraval’s deputies disap-
peared with him. No, I'm wrong—one of them

survived. . . .

“Thus, the 1937 census became an un-thing. Yet it was
awkward somehow to go without a census altogether,
especially in the eyes of Western Europe. The Gensek
[General Secretary, i.e. Stalin] set a new census for 1939.

The results of this one were more like it. His subjects
numbered 170 million—a two-year increase of fourteen
million.”

From:

Anton Antonov-Ovseenko.

The Time of Stalin—Portrait of a Tyranny.

Translated from the Russian by George Saunders with an
introduction by Stephen F. Cohen.

(New York, 1981), pp. 207-208.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

184. Ethnocide of Ukrainians in the U.S.S.R.: The Ukrainian
Herald Issue 7-8, Spring 1974.

Compiled by Maksym Sahaydak; introduction by Robert
Conquest; translated from the Ukrainian and edited by
Olena Saciuk and Bohdan Yasen.

(Baltimore, 1976).

Compiled by Ukrainian dissidents in the Soviet Union
who wished to document the human losses suffered by
the Ukraine under Soviet rule. In this work, based on
information culled from official Soviet publications and
the testimony of eyewitnesses, special attention is given to
the Famine.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

The Ukrainian emigration has shown considerable
energy in producing scholarship, much of it of the
popular variety, on the Famine and Stalinism in the
Ukraine. The body of work produced in the Dis-
placed Persons’ camps in Germany in the late 1940s
represents the first attempt of a traumatized genera-
tion of Ukrainian intellectuals to understand and
make sense of the overwhelming events they had
experienced. A number of these works were trans-
lated and published by Western academic presses.

185. Mykola Kovalevs’kyi.

Ukraina pid chervonym iarmom: dokumenty i fakty
[The Ukraine Under the Red Yoke: Documents and
Facts].

(L’viv, 1936).

Widener Library
(Wasyl Kyj Family fund)

186. Stepan Nykolyshyn.

Kul’turna polityka bol’shevykiv i ukrains’kyi kul’turnyi protses
[Cultural Policies of the Bolsheviks and the Ukrainian
Cultural Process).

([Germany], 1947).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)
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187. Nester Olezhko.

Ahrarna polityka bol’shevykiv: sproba istorychnoho analizu
[Agricultural Policies of the Bolsheviks: An Attempt at a
Historical Analysis].

([Germany], 1947).

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

188. Semen Pidhainyi.

Ukrains’ka intelihentsiia na Solovkakh: spohady 1933-1941
[The Ukrainian Intelligentsia on the Solovki Islands:
Memoirs 1933-1941].

([Germany], 1947).

Front cover.
Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

189. Iurii Lavrinenko.

Ukrainian Communism and Soviet Russian Policy Toward the
Ukraine: An Annotated Bibliography 1917-1953.

(New York, 1953).

Widener Library
(From the Collection of Merle Fainsod)
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190. Dmytro Solovey.

Holhota Ukrainy: moskovs’ko-bol’shevyts’kyi okupatsiinyi
teror v URSR mizh pershoiu i druhoiu svitovoiu viinoiu
[The Golgotha of the Ukraine: Muscovite-Bolshevik
Occupation Terror in the Ukrainian SSR Between the
First and Second World Wars].

(Winnipeg, 1953).

Front cover.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

191. Fedir Pigido.

Ukraina pid bol’shevyts’koiu okupatsiieiu: materiialy do istorii
borot’by ukrains’koho narodu v 1920-30 rokakh

[The Ukraine Under Bolshevik Occupation: Materials on
the History of the Struggle of the Ukrainian People in the
1920s and 1930s].

(Miinchen, 1956).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)



192. George S. N. Luckyj.
Literary Politics in the Soviet Ukraine 1917-1934.
(New York, 1956).

Widener Library
(From the Collection of Merle Fainsod)

193. Vsevolod Holubnychyi.

“Prychyny holodu 1932-1933 rr.,”

[Causes of the Famine of 1932-1933]

Vpered [Forward] (Miinchen) 1958, no. 10, pp. 1, 5-6.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

194. lurii Lavrinenko.

Rozstriliane vidrodzhennia: antolohiia 1917-1933: poeziia,
proza, drama, esei

[The Executed Rebirth: An Anthology 1917-1933: Poetry,
Prose, Drama, Essays].

(Paris, 1959).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

195. Viktor Petrov.

Ukrains’ki kul’turni diiachi URSR 1920-1940—zhertvy
bil’shovyts’koho teroru

[Ukrainian Cultural Activists of the Ukrainian SSR 1920-
1940—Victims of Bolshevik Terror].

(New York, 1959).

Widener Library
(Keller fund)

196. Hryhory Kostiuk.

Stalinist Rule in the Ukraine: A Study of the Decade of Mass
Terror, 1929-1939.

(Miinchen, 1960).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

197. Ivan Koshelivets’.
Mykola Skrypnyk.
(Miinchen, 1972).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

198. Alexandra Pidhainy.
“A Bibliography of the Great Famine in Ukraine, 1932~
1933,” New Review 1973, vol. 13, no. 4, pp. 32-68.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

199. Mykola Skrypnyk.
Statti { promovy z natsional’noho pytannia

[Articles and Speeches on the Nationalities Question].

Compiled by Ivan Koshelivets’.
(Miinchen, 1974).

Front cover, designed by Jacques Hnizdovsky.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)
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200. Vasyl’ Hryshko.

Ukrains’kyi “Holokost,” 1933

[The Ukrainian “Holocaust,” 1933].
(Toronto, 1978).

Front cover, designed by Bohdan Tytla, from an original
painting by Viktor Tsymbal.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

201. Vsevolod Holubnychyi.
“The Causes of the Famine of 1932-33,” Meta [Goal]
(Toronto) 1979, vol. 2, no. 2, pp. 22-25.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

202. Ivan Maistrenko.

Istoriia Komunistychnoi Partii Ukrainy

[History of the Communist Party of the Ukraine].
(Miinchen, 1979).

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)
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203. Vasy!l’ Hryshko.

The Ukrainian Holocaust of 1933.

Edited and translated by Marco Carynnyk.
(Toronto, 1983).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

Although a number of important articles on the
human costs of collectivization were published in
the 1960s, the Famine occupied only a marginal
place in the historical writings produced by the
post-war generation of Western Sovietologists.
Some saw the Famine as evidence of Soviet econom-
ic ineptitude, of squeezing the agricultural South
too hard during the massive exertions of the first
Five Year Plan. Others viewed it as a means of forc-
ing the peasants into the collective farms. Such
interpretations, although certainly not lacking in
value, were, however, based on cursory examina-
tions of the Famine in the course of work on other
historical problems.

The systematic study of the Famine by Western
scholars had to await the early 1980s. A number of
conferences were held in connection with the 50th
anniversary of the Famine, and students of the
Famine have taken part in international conferences
on the problem of genocide.

The Famine Project established by the Ukrainian
Research Institute of Harvard University in 1981 has
been most decisive in the organization of scholarly
work on the Famine. Members of the Project
include Robert Conquest, senior research fellow at
the Hoover Institution of Stanford University,
author of The Great Terror: Stalin’s Purge of the Thir-
ties and numerous other seminal works on Soviet
history; James E. Mace, research associate at the
Ukrainian Research Institute and director of the
Project; and S. Maksudov, an exiled Soviet demog-
rapher who specializes in the study of unnatural
deaths in the USSR under Stalin. Conquest, Mace
and Maksudov have conducted basic research, pre-
sented preliminary findings in article form, and con-
tributed toward the preparation of the first compre-
hensive history of the Famine, scheduled to appear
in early 1986 under Conquest’s authorship. Other
aspects of the Project include the publication of
memoirs on the Famine, the systematic recording of
the testimony of Famine survivors, and the prepara-
tion of this exhibition and catalogue.



204. Dana G. Dalrymple.
“The Soviet Famine of 1932-1934,” Soviet Studies 1964,
vol. 15, no. 3, pp. 250-284.

This article is the first Western attempt specifically to doc-
ument and explain the Famine. Unfortunately, Dalrym-
ple’s pioneering work was not pursued further.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

205. Dana G. Dalrymple.
“The Soviet Famine of 1932-1934: Some Further Refer-
ences,” Soviet Studies 1965, vol. 16. no. 4, pp. 471-474.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

206. Bohdan R. Bociurkiw.

“The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church 1920-
1930: A Case Study in Religious Modernization.”

In: Religion and Modernization in the Soviet Union.

Edited by Dennis J. Dunn.

(Boulder, 1977), pp. 310-347.

Widener Library
(Horace Davis fund)

207. Bohdan R. Bociurkiw.

“Ukrainization Movements within the Russian Orthodox
Church, and the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox
Church,” Harvard Ukrainian Studies 1979-1980, vol. 3-4,
pp. 92-111.

Widener Library
(Deposited copy)

208. Jurij Borys.

The Sovietization of Ukraine 1917-1923: The Communist
Doctrine and Practice of National Self-Determination.
(Edmonton, 1980).

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

209. Bohdan Krawchenko.

“The Impact of Industrialization on the Social Structure of
Ukraine,” Canadian Slavonic Papers 1980, vol. 22, no. 3,
pp. 338-357.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

210. Janusz Radziejowski.

“Collectivization in Ukraine in Light of Soviet Historiog-
raphy,” Journal of Ukrainian Studies 1980, vol. 5, no. 2, pp.
3-17.

Widener Library
(William Lyon Mackenzie King fund)

211. James William Crowl.

Angels in Stalin’s Paradise: Western Reporters in Soviet Rus-
sia, 1917 to 1937: A Case Study of Louis Fischer and Walter
Duranty.

(Washington, D.C., 1982).

Includes an examination of the suppression of news on
the Famine by Duranty and Fischer.

Widener Library
(Franklin Temple Ingraham fund)

212. Titus D. Hewryk.
The Lost Architecture of Kiev.
(New York, 1982).

In the 1930s, Stalin waged a massive campaign of destruc-
tion of churches throughout the Soviet Union. Hewryk’s
volume is a catalogue of an exhibition held in the Ukrain-
ian Museum in New York which documented the losses
of Kiev in this period.

Fine Arts Library
(Charles Sumner fund)

213. James E. Mace.

Communism and the Dilemmas of National Liberation:
National Communism in Soviet Ukraine 1918-1933.
(Cambridge, Mass., 1983).

On front cover, a photograph of Mykola Skrypnyk,
flanked by Rykov and Stalin, at the Sixteenth Party Con-
gress, 1930.

Widener Library
(Deposited copy)
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214. James E. Mace.

“The Man-Made Famine of 1933 in the Soviet Ukraine:
What Happened and Why?” !

In: Toward the Understanding and Prevention of Genocide: Pro-
ceedings of the International Conference on the Holocaust and
Genocide.

Edited by Israel W. Charny.

(Boulder, 1984), pp. 67-83.

Text of a paper delivered at the International Conference
on the Holocaust and Genocide, 20-24 June 1982, in Tel
Aviv.

215. “Famine—Ukraine—1933.”

Program of a conference held at the University of Quebec
in Montreal, 25-26 March 1983, and organized by Profes-
sor Roman Serbyn.

Participants included scholars from North America and
Europe and Famine survivors. Conference papers are
being prepared for publication.

216. S. Maksudov.
“The Geography of the Soviet Famine of 1933,”
Journal of Ukrainian Studies 1983, vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 52-58.

Widener Library
(William Lyon Mackenzie King fund)

217. S. Maksudov.

“Demograficheskie poteri naseleniia Ukrainy v 1927-1938
godakh,”

[Demographic losses of the population of the Ukraine in
1927-1938]

Forum (Miinchen) 1983, no. 4, pp. 198-212.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

218. James E. Mace.

“The Komitety Nezamozhnykh Selyan and the Structure of
Soviet Rule in the Ukrainian Countryside, 1920-1933,”
Soviet Studies 1983, vol. 35, no. 4, pp. 487-503.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

*219. Bohdan Krawchenko.
“The Man-Made Famine of 1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine,”
Conflict Quarterly 1984, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 29-39.

68

*220. James E. Mace.
“Famine and Nationalism in Soviet Ukraine,”
Problems of Communism, May-June 1984, pp. 37-50.

See also “Correspondence” by S.G. Wheatcroft and Mace
in Problems of Communism, March-April 1985, pp. 132-138.

*221. The Man-Made Famine in Ukraine.
Robert Conquest, Dana Dalrymple, James Mace, Michael
Novak.
(Washington, D.C., 1984).

Publication of papers and a discussion by the above-men-
tioned participants in a conference at the American Enter-
prise Institute for Public Policy Research.

*222. Leonid Heretz.
“Oral History and the Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933.”
Paper presented at the Seminar of the Harvard Ukrainian
Research Institute, 18 October 1984.

During the summer of 1984, Heretz, a graduate student in
the Department of History at Harvard and an associate of
the Ukrainian Research Institute, interviewed more than
fifty Famine survivors for an oral history project directed
by James E. Mace and funded by the Ukrainian Profes-
sionals and Businesspersons Association of New Jersey. In
this seminar presentation Heretz told of the application of
the theory and techniques of oral history to the study of
the Famine and provided a summary and preliminary
analysis of his findings.

*223. Alfred Alcorn.
“Studies Reveal Extent of 1932-33 ‘Terror Famine’ in
Ukraine,” Harvard Gazette, 26 April 1985, p. 5.

*224. Robert Conquest.
The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror
Famine.
London: Hutchinson; New York: Oxford University
Press, 1986.
(In press).



Part 10: Commemoration of the
50th Anniversary of the Famine

Ukrainian communities in the West have
commemorated the Famine at regular intervals for
five decades. These commemorations center on reli-
gious memorial services, the erection of monuments
to the victims of the Famine, and the publication of
material on the Famine. The 50th anniversary wit-
nessed the most successful, varied and large-scale
commemoration. The success and magnitude of the
50th anniversary can be attributed to the growing
confidence and sophistication of the Ukrainian com-
munity and its driving desire to ensure that the
Famine, which occurred half a century ago, not slip
from historical memory with the passing of the
generation that survived it. Most significant in this
regard is the willingness of the Ukrainian commu-
nity to support the indispensable scholarly work of
the Harvard Famine Project, of which this exhibi-
tion and catalogue are one product.

225. The Great Famine in Ukraine: The Unknown Holocaust:
In Solemn Observance of the 50th Anniversary cf the Ukraini-
an Famine of 1932-33. .

Compiled by Roma Hadzewycz, George B. Zarycky,
Marta Kolomayets; foreword by Omeljan Pritsak.

(Jersey City, N.J.: Ukrainian National Association for the
National Committee to Commemorate Genocide Victims
in Ukraine 1932-33, 1983).

Includes articles by James E. Mace, Myron B. Kuropas
and Marco Carynnyk; eyewitness recollections; and
accounts by Ukrainian dissidents Leonid Plyushch and
Petro Grigorenko. '

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

226. Lesia Kot-Samp.

The Artificial Famine 1932-1982 Shtuchnyi holod.

([South Bound Brook, N.J.]: Ukrainian Orthodox League
of the United States of America, Ukrainian Affairs Com-
mittee, 1982).

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

227. 50éme Anniversaire: La Famine-Génocide de 1933 en
Ukraine Soviétique.

(Paris: Comité Central des Organisations Ukrainiennes en
France, 1983).

Issued on the occasion of the 50th anniversary commemo-
ration of the Famine, held at the Taras Shevchenko Square
in Paris on 4 June 1983. Includes article by Arcadie Jou-
kovsky on press coverage and reaction in France to the
Famine.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

228. Walter Dushnyck.

50 Years Ago: The Famine Holocaust in Ukraine: Terror and
Human Misery as Instruments of Soviet Russian Imperialism.
Foreword by Dana G. Dalrymple.

(New York-Toronto: World Congress of Free Ukrainians,
1983).

Front cover.

Widener Library
(John Bonk fund)

69



229. Stephen Oleskiw.

The Agony of a Nation: The Great Man-Made Famine in
Ukraine 1932-1933.

Foreword by Malcolm Muggeridge.

(London: National Committee to Commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of the Artifical Famine in Ukraine 1932-1933,
1983).

Front cover, designed by Rostyslav Hluvko.

Widener Library
(Ukrainian Studies fund)

*230. Miron Dolot.
Who Killed Them and Why?: In Remembrance of Those
Killed in the Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine.
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Ukrainian Stud-
ies Fund, 1984).

231. “Special Issue: The Great Famine in Ukraine 1932~
33,” Ukrainian Weekly, 20 March 1983, vol. 51, no. 12.

Includes reports on plans for the commemoration of the
50th anniversary of the Famine by the Ukrainian commu-
nity in the United States.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)
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232. “Do 50-littia Holodu na Ukraini”

[On the 50th Anniversary of the Famine in the Ukraine].
Suchasnist’ [Contemporaneity] October 1983, no. 10.
Edited by Ivan Koshelivets’.

Front cover. Includes articles by Ukrainian dissidents and
scholars.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)



£233. “Special—Genocide—1933,”
Echanges: Revue Franco-Ukrainienne 1983, no. 54-55.

Includes articles by scholars and eyewitness accounts;
reproduces (p. 5) an engraving by Oleksander Kaniuka
(1978).

234. Wsevolod Isajiw.
“Mass Murder by Planned Starvation,”
Catholic New Times (Toronto) 3 July 1983, p. 3.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Author)

235. Adrian Karatnycky.
“Forced Famine in the Ukraine: A Holocaust the West
Forgot,” Wall Street Journal, 7 July 1983, p. 22.

Widener Library
(Charles Warren fund)

236. Bohdan Krawchenko.
“Il y a cinquante ans: La grande famine en Ukraine,”
L’Alternative 1983, no. 24, pp. 46-50.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

237. Viktor Malarek.
“Truth About Soviet-Planned Famine Sought by Ukraim-
ans,” Globe and Mail (Toronto) 28 March 1983, pp. 1-2.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

238. Vladimir Malinkovich.

“Golod 1933 goda na Ukraine,”

[The Famine of 1933 in the Ukraine]
Forum (Miinchen) 1983, no. 3, pp. 4-19.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

239. Alexander J. Motyl.
“The Great Ukrainian Famine,”
American Spectator, August 1983, pp. 24-26.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

240. Bohdan Nahaylo.
* ‘Famine reports exaggerated’,”
The Spectator, 2 April 1983, pp. 17-18.

Widener Library
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences fund)

241. Bohdan Osadczuk.
“50-ta rocznica Wielkiego Glodu na Ukrainie,”
Zeszyty Historyczne (Paris) 1983, no. 66, pp. 132-144.

Also reprints selected letters from Soviet Ukraine that
were received in L’viv and Volhynia in 1933 and published
that same year as a pampbhlet, “Gltéd na Ukrainie i jego
przyczyny” [Famine in the Ukraine and its Causes], in
Warsaw.

Widener Library
(Alfred Jurzykowski fund)

242. Stephen Weatherbe.
“The Ukrainian Holocaust: Alberta’s Survivors Mark the
Soviet Destruction of 7 Million People,” Alberta Report, 31
October 1983, pp. 28-33.

Widener Library
(Gift of Roman Petryshyn)

*243. The planning of commemorative activities on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Famine by
Ukrainian communities in the West prompted the Soviet
Embassy in Canada to issue an official response:

“«

. .. the situation in the Ukraine as well as in other parts
of the USSR in 1932 was quite difficult. Yet it was not as
critical as it is portrayed in the West. And of course it was
not because somebody wanted to make it bad, but
because of a number of reasons, drought being the major
one. . .

13

. . . the Ukraine had chronically suffered from crop
failures, and though there were good years the bad ones
came nearly as often. . . .
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“The agricultural difficulties in the Ukraine happened to
take place during one of the most crucial periods in the
history of farming. The transition to large scale collective
farming was completely new and untried. Farmers, as
well as the party and government officials lacked the
experience as to how to organize their work better, hence
there were mistakes and omissions. . . .

“The masters of the new anti-Soviet campaign . . . even
say that collectivization resulted in a smaller population in
the Ukraine. Of course, many families were badly affect-
ed, some did suffer, especially those whose husbands and
sons were murdered by the Kulak bandits. . . .

“As to the alleged decrease in the Ukrainian population,
the argument is as groundless as the whole man-made-
hunger campaign. The fact is that in 1929 the Ukraine had
a 30.2 million population. Throughout 1932-1933 the
population remained at a level of 32 million, which has
nothing to do with the widely circulated and televised lie
that some 10 million Ukrainians were starved to

death. . ..

“The early thirties in the USSR witnessed an historic
drive of the whole country to build its own industry, and
many huge construction projects were started across the
country. . . . But a great number of them were built in
the Urals and in Siberia. . . . Hundreds of thousands of
people from the Western part of the country left their
homes for those industrial projects because there they
found jobs and new professional and career
opportunities. . . .

“. .. if the hard times of 1932-1933 are to be remem-
bered, there is one solid reason for that. The droughts in
the early thirties were the last to have such an effect on
the Ukraine or the USSR. Since farming in the country
became collectivized fifty years ago Soviet people, includ-
ing Ukrainians, no longer fear that poor crops may result
in human suffering. We may have a good year or a bad
year, but on the whole collective farming undisputably
resulted in steady and continuous growth of grain produc-
tion.”

From:

“On the So Called ‘Famine’ in the Ukraine,”

News Release, 28 April 1983, no. 60, pp. 1-3.

Issued by the Press Office of the USSR Embassy in Cana-
da (Ottawa).

*244. In a statement to the United Nations Third Com-
mittee on Item 86, the Right of Peoples to Self-Determi-
nation, 19 October 1983, Carl Gershman, the United
States Representative in the Third Committee, said the
following:

“Indeed, it is noteworthy that this year is the 50th anni-
versary of the forced famine in the Ukraine—a disaster
that claimed some 5-7 million lives and was the direct
consequence of Stalin’s effort to collectivize agriculture
and crush the nationally conscious Ukrainian peasantry. It
should be remembered that the Ukraine was a conquered
nation that had formed an independent government in
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1918, only to be overrun the next year by the Red Army.
In the effort to crush its continuing ardent nationalism,
Stalin not only attacked the peasantry but also conducted
a purge of the political elite who were accused of advocat-
ing “bourgeois nationalism.” One such Ukrainian victim
of the Stalinist purge was the prominent Bolshevik Kos-
sior, who was accused of being a “Samostiinik,” a self-
determinationist. Significantly, self-determination is such
a chimera in the Soviet Union that even this Ukrainian
word for an advocate of self-determination is used in a
pejorative sense to accuse someone of treason.”

From:
Press Release of the United States Mission to the United
Nations, USUN 94-(83), 19 October 1983, p. 4.

In reply to Carl Gershman, a representative of the
Ukrainian SSR Mission to the United Nations, Ivan
Khmil’, a historian from the Ukrainian Academy of Sci-
ences and Famine survivor, issued the following state-
ment:

“The representative of the United States had repeated fab-
rications about an alleged famine which was supposed to
have occurred in the Ukrainian SSR 50 years previously.
In that connection, he [Khmil’] wished to point out that
the slander had been perpetrated by Ukrainian nationalist
bourgeois who had been unable to establish their domina-
tion over the Ukrainian people in the 1920s. Those bour-
geois Ukrainian nationalists . . . had later moved to the
United States and, in order to justify their presence in that
country had circulated the lie about the famine.”

From:

United Nations, General Assembly, 38th Session, Third
Committee, 25 October 1983, Summary Records A/C.3/
38/SR.17, paragraph 37.

245. “The National Committee to Commemorate Geno-
cide Victims in Ukraine 1932-33, that was formed and
acts under the spiritual leadership of the Ukrainian
Churches in the USA, comprises over 60 national organi-
zations, encompassing fraternal, educational, professional,
women’s, youth and other organizations and institutions.
In its earlier communiques and appeals, the National
Committee has informed the Ukrainian community in
the United States of the foremost actions planned to
‘remember and make others aware’ of one of the most
horrible crimes against humanity—the meticulously
planned and brutally carried out murder of 7 million
Ukrainian children, women and men, the Great Famine of
50 years ago.

“The main actions, preparations for which are already in
full swing, include: national commemoration of the
Famine victims at St. Andrew’s Memorial Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in South Bound Brook, New Jersey,
on May 15, 1983; mass demonstration and memorial con-
cert in Washington, D.C. on October 2nd; establishment
of an information bureau in Washington, D.C. in order to
conduct information campaigns among U.S. legislators
and foreign embassy officials; dissemination of press
releases to Ukrainian communities for use in the local



American press; preparation and publication of docu-
mented materials about the Great Famine in addition to
those already being released by other organizations.”

From:

“Appeal of the National Committee to Commemorate
Genocide Victims in Ukraine 1932-33,” addressed to
Ukrainian Americans and issued in April, 1983.

246. “Letter” from the Executive Committee of the
Ukrainian National Association to members of its organi-
zation in support of the “Appeal of the National Commit-
tee to Commemorate Genocide Victims in Ukraine 1932-
33,” issued in April, 1983.

247. On 15 May 1983 (St. Thomas Sunday, the first Sun-
day after Easter, when Ukrainians traditionally visit the
graves of the dead and commemorate them in memorial
services), over 13,000 Ukrainian Americans gathered at
the Ukrainian Orthodox Center of St. Andrew the First-
Called Apostle to mourn the 7 million men, women and
children who died in the Famine of 1932-1933. After a
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Metropolitan Mstyslav of
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in St.
Andrew’s Memorial Church, an outdoor ecumenical
requiem service was conducted by clergy of the Ukrainian
Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant churches. .

Special commemorative ribbon, distributed to every par-
ticipant in the memorial services.

248. “Program of the Memorial Concert In Honor of the
Victims of the Great Famine of 1932-1933 On the Fiftieth
Anniversary of their Martydom,” held at the Home of
Ukrainian Culture at the Ukrainian Orthodox Center, 15
May 1983. Performances by noted Ukrainian artists
included a recitation by Olia Kyrychenko, violin solo by
Raphael Wenke, and the Dumka Choir of New York with
soloists Andrij Dobriansky, Olena Zamiata and Marta
Kokolska.

249. “Spetsiial'ne vydannia v 50-tu richnytsiu Velykoho
Holodu 1933-1983”

[Special Edition on the 50th Anniversary of the Great
Famine 1933-1983].

Ukrains’ke Pravoslavne Slovo [Ukrainian Orthodox Word]
15 May 1983, vol. 34, no. 5a.

Widener Library
(Gift of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute)

250. The program of events for the Famine Commemora-
tive Week in Washington, D.C., 25 September-2 October
1983, included the following:

religious commemorative observances in all Ukrainian
churches throughout the United States, Sunday, 25 Sep-
tember;

candlelight vigil near the Soviet Embassy every evening,
25 September-1 October;

“The Man-Made Famine in the Soviet Ukraine 1932-
1933,” a documentary exhibition from Widener Library,
Harvard University, prepared by Oksana Procyk, Leonid
Heretz and James E. Mace, held in the Rotunda of the
Cannon House Office Building, 26 September-2 October;

“The Lost Architecture of Kiev, “a photographic exhibi-
tion prepared by Titus D. Hewryk, held in the Russell
Senate Office Building, 26 September-2 October;

semninar on the Famine at the American Enterprise Insti-
tute with speakers Robert Conquest, James E. Mace,
Dana G. Dalrymple and Michael Novak, 28 September;

wreath-laying ceremony at the Taras Shevchenko Monu-
ment in Washington, D.C , 1 October;
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religious services in memory of the Famine victims, held
at Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox churches in Wash-
ington, D.C., 1 and 2 October;

rally at the Washington Monument followed by a march
of protest to the Soviet Embassy, 2 October;

“Memorial Concert” at the Kennedy Center Concert
Hall, featuring the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, William
Hudson, conductor; Renata Babak, mezzo-soprano, for-
merly of the Bolshoi Opera; Andrij Dobriansky, bass,
Metropolitan Opera; Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus;
Dumka Ukrainian Choir; and premiere American perfor-
mances of Ukrainian composers Lysenko, Vermenych,
Kyreiko and Kytastyi.

251. Poster, designed by Roxolana Luchakowsky-Arm-
strong. An estimated 15,000 Ukrainian Americans turned
out for the rally, and several thousand of them carried
copies of this poster on the march to the Soviet Embassy.
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252. Buttons from the Washington rally.

253. “The horrible result of the famine—the death of mil-
lions of nationally conscious Ukrainians—dealt a severe
blow to the Ukrainian nation. With its national elite
destroyed and its peasant class either dead or relegated to
collective farms, the Ukrainian nation fell victim to a
virulent campaign of Russification of its language, culture
and institutions. It is a campaign that continues to this day
and one which the Ukrainian nation, caught in the grip of
Soviet totalitariansim that is Stalin’s legacy, continues to
resist.”

From:

“Famine in Ukraine 1932-33,”

brochure issued by the National Committee to Com-
memorate Genocide Victims in Ukraine.
(Washington, D.C., 1983).



254. Eugene L. Meyer.
“Ukrainians Commemorate Victims of 1933 Famine,”
Washington Post, 3 October 1983, pp. D1 and D7.

Widener Library
(Charles Warren fund)

255. During the Famine Commemorative Week, on 27
September 1983, Congressman James J. Florio (D) of
New Jersey introduced a bill “To establish a commission
to study the 1932-1933 famine caused by the Soviet Gov-
ernment in Ukraine,” H.R. 3993, 98th Congress, 1st Ses-
sion. As stated in the bill, the “purpose of the Commis-
sion is to conduct a study of the 1932-1933 Ukraine
famine in order to expand the world’s knowledge of the
famine and provide the American public with a better
understanding of the Soviet system by revealing the Soviet
role in the Ukraine famine.” The bill was adopted and
Congressman Dan Mica (D) of Florida was named chair-
man of the Commission.

*256. Panakhyda za spokii dush zamuchenykh holodom v
1932-1933 r.: z pryvodu vidznachennia trahichnykh
rokovyn—50-richchia holodomordu v Ukraini v chas XIV
Kongresu Komitetu Ukraintsiv Kanady, nedilia, 9 zhovtnia
1983 r. na ploshchi Manitobs’koi legisliatury
[Requiem for the Repose of the Souls Tortured in the
Famine of 1932-1933: On the Occasion of the Commem-
oration of the Tragic 50th Anniversary of the Famine-
Genocide in the Ukraine: During the 14th Congress of
the Ukrainian Canadian Committee, Sunday, 9 October
1983, on the Grounds of the Manitoba Legislature].
(Winnipeg, 1983).

Text of the Panakhyda was prepared by a special commis-
sion of Ukrainian churches in Canada for the Ukrainian
Canadian Committee.

*257. “Ukrainian Famine Survivor Weeps at Memory of
Horrors,” Winnipeg Free Press, 11 October 1983, p. 3.

About the 50th anniversary commemoration on 9 Octo-
ber 1983.

*258. Program for the “Unveiling and Dedication of the
Monument Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of
the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine 1932-33, Winnipeg
City Hall, Sunday, June 24, 1984.”

Mayor William Norrie conducted the unveiling ceremony,
and a memorial service followed celebrated by Metropoli-
tan Andrew of the Ukrainian Greek-Orthodox Church in
Canada and Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada.

*259. The Winnipeg Famine Memorial, “erected to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Famine-Genocide
in Ukraine 1932-33,” a gift to the city from the Ukraini-
an Canadian Committee. The monument is the work of
sculptor Roman Kowal.

*260. Program for the world premiere of Harvest of
Despair: The 1932-33 Famine in Ukraine, a documentary
film produced by Slavko Novytski and Yurij Luhovy, on
21 October 1984 in Toronto. Film production was spon-
sored by the Ukrainian Famine Research Committee of
the St. Vladimir Institute, Toronto, with assistance from
the National Film Board of Canada.

“It is called the forgotten holocaust—a time when Stalin
was dumping millions of tons of wheat on the Western
markets, while in Ukraine, men, women and children
were dying of starvation at the rate of 25,000 a day, 17
human beings a minute. Seven to 10 million people per-
ished in a famine caused not by war, or natural disasters,
but by ruthless decree. To commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of this great tragedy the story is finally being
told. Since 1981, the Ukrainian Famine Research Com-
mittee has been gathering materials, seeking out eye-
witnesses and documenting this unprecedented event.
Harvest of Despair is the product of this effort. . . .

“In 1932-3, roughly one-quarter of the entire population
of Ukraine perished through brutal starvation. Harvest of
Despair, through its stark, haunting images, provides the
eloquent testimony of a lost generation that has been
silenced too long. The film leaves a legacy to future gen-
erations, an impassioned plea for humanity which is not
easily forgotten.”

(From p. [2] of the Program)
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*261. Viktor Malarek.
“Graphic Film Documents Ukrainian Famine,”
Globe and Mail (Toronto) 27 October 1984, p. E 10.

262. ““ . . . what the Soviet regime has done in the vil-
lages is one of the most monstrous crimes in history, so
terrible that people in the future will scarcely be able to
believe it ever happened.”

From:

“Malcolm Muggeridge and the Ukrainian Famine of 1932-
33,” An interview conducted by Bohdan Nahaylo on 1
March 1983, Robertsbridge, England.

263. St. Andrew’s Memorial Church at the Ukrainian
Orthodox Center, South Bound Brook, New Jersey, is
dedicated to the memory of the victims of the Great
Famine of 1932-33.
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