


Upon his release on September I, I969, Moroz was 
unable to secure employment because of his "crimi­
nal record." He lived in Lviv and Ivano-Frankivsk 
with his son and wife, who was fired from her job 
be cause of Moroz's record. In spite of all the 
obstacles placed before him by the Soviet authori­
ties , Valentyn Mor oz continued t o take an active 
part in the life of the Ukra inian community. During 
the first nine months afte r hi s r e l ease Mor oz wrot e 
three more essays : A Chroni cle of Resistance , 
Amidst the Snows , Moses a nd Dathan. In these wo r ks 
he exposed the systematic Russi fication of Ukraine 
a nd described the Ukrainian c ul tural r evival . 

SENTENCED AGAIN IN I970 

On J une I, I9 70, Mor oz was again a rrested by the 
KGB. News of his arrest spr ead ver y quickl y ac r oss 
the Sovie t Ukr a ine . Nume r ous r esolutions of pro t est 
and l e tter s in defense of Moroz wer e sen t t o 
various a u t horities of t he Ukrainian SSR by writers , 
s tudents , worke r s and peasants . These pr ot ests 
s t a t ed tha t the writings and be liefs of Val entyn 
Mor oz were in no way "anti-Sovi e t"; tha t Mor oz had 
me r e l y defended human and nati ona l rights guaran­
teed by the Sovie t Constitution but v i olated by 
the Sovie t authorities t hemsel ves. 

Dis r egarding all these pro t es t s , the Sovie t autho­
rities s t a rted cour t proceedi ngs agains t Va l entyn 
Mor oz in the ci ty of Ivano- Fr ankivsk on November 
I7, I970. Beca use the trial was a c l osed one, 
there f or e illegal, the defendant and witnesses r e­
fus ed t o testify. Nevertheless , on November I 8 , 
I970, Va l entyn Mor oz was sente nced t o nine years 
imprisonment and five years of exile from Ukra ine 
on char ges of " ant i - Sovi e t propaganda and agita tion. " 

GRAVELY WOUNDED IN I9 72 

In November, I972 Amnesty International ("Amnes ty 
International Newsle tter", Vol. II, No .II, London) 
r eported that Mor oz had been gr avely wounded l ed 
by some c rimina l inmates of Vladimir Prison in the 
Russi a n SFSR whe r e he had been incarcerated s ince 
the fall of I970. At the beginning of Oc tober I 972 
the seriousl y wounded Mor oz was tra ns ported t o a 
prison hospita l in Kiev , Ukraine . 



BELIEFS 

OF VALENTYN MOROZ 

Since I965 the Ukrainian historian Valen tyn Moroz 
has twice been arrested and imprisoned by the Sovie t 
authorities on charges of " anti- Soviet propaganda 
and agitation . " Whe n one r eads Moroz ' s works , 
however , it becomes evident that t hese cha r ges have 
no substantiation . Valcntyn Moroz does not advoca te 
the destruction of the Sovi et state or its social 
and economic sys t ems ; he simply asks the gove r nment s 
of the Soviet Union and the Ukrainian SSR t o live 
up to their own constitutions and to the principles 
of the Unive rsal Dec lara tion of Human Rights adopted 
by the Uni ted Nations General Assembly . 

The Sovi el Const.il ut.ion guarantees frt..:l'dom u i s pl'L'ch , 
f r eedom of tlw press, and fr eedom o f a s s emb l y ami 
meetings . As Moroz points out in his essays , how­
ever , these "human righ Ls " are being viola t ed or 
deliberately c irc umvenLed by the Sovi e t aullwritil's . 
Moroz wants these rights t o exist in r eality , not 
mere l y on pape r . He seeks t o bring legality into 
the lives of Soviet citizens , the r eby preventing a 
pos s ible return to Stalini st practices and illegal-
ity Can one call Moro z ' s humanistic beli ef s and 
hi s l egalis tic approach "an t i - Soviet propaganda 
and agitation" ? Categorically no ! 

The Soviet Union and the Ukrainian SSR are both s i g­
natories of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Ri gh t s . Art icle IS of this Decl aration states: 

(I) Everyone has the right to a nationality . 
(2) No one shall be arbitrar ily deprived of 

his nationality nor denied the right t o 
c hange his nationality. 

However , the Soviet gove rnment does not implement 
t hese human rights in the USSR. In prac tice , these 
rigpts are constantly vi olated. In the Ukrainian 
SSR, for example , the Soviet authorities are car­
r ying out a poli cy of forcible Russification and 
destruction of Ukrainian culture. It i s also against 
these practices of cultural genocide that Valentyn 
Mo r oz raises his voice . 

SOCIETY OF ROBOTS 

During his f irs t imprisonment , from 1966 to I969, 
Moroz wrote A Report from t he Beria Preserve . The 
Report, a powerful indictment of police terror and 
t he r e t urn to Stalinist pr actices , was smuggled out 
of the camp and dis tribute d to depu t ies of the 
Supreme Sovie t of t he Ukrainian SSR . Moroz exposed 
t he Soviet totalitari an system t o be a socie t y of 
robots governed by terror . He wrote : 

The level of civilization of a society is deter­
mined by t h e extent to which thi s society is 
concern ed with the well - being of its citizens. 
An accident in a Belgian coal mine killed a num­
b e r of Italian emigrants . Italy erupted in 
prot es t, offi cial notes , questions in parliament. 
Ukraine also has a parliament - - the Supreme 



Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR. I d o n o t k no w whe t h ­
e r the r e are members there who remember their 
right t o questio n the governme nt . I do not kno w 
whe t her the s e peopl e remember any o the r rights 
of dep u tie s e x cept the on e which a llo ws t h em t o 
rai s e their h an d duri ng a vot e . But I do know 
t hat a c cording to the Cons t i t u t ion , the Supr eme 
Soviet of the Ukr a i ni a n SSR is t he highest powe r 
in Ukr a ine . I t has g iven t h e righ t to on e o f 
i ts s ubo r d ina t e i nstitution s -- the KGB -- t o 
arres t , put o n trial, and decide the .future fat e 
of peopl e accus ed o f "anti - Soviet ac t i vi t i es . " 

Furthe r on in his Repor t f r om the Beria Preser ve 
Vale n t yn Mor oz wro t e : 

.. . Peopl e con victed for "anti - Soviet agita t ion 
and propa ganda " are p eopl e who t h i nk d i ffe ren t ly , 
o r who think at all and whose spiritual world 
cannot f i t into the Pro c r ustean b e d of Sta linist 
stand a r ds which t he KGB def e nds so ass iduo usl y . 
The y are me n who dared t o claim the r i gh ts p r o ­
c l a imed in the Cons t i t u t ion a nd who r ais e d their 
voices agains t t he shameful oppr ession by t he 
KGB a nd against t he v i o la t i ons of t h e Constitu­
t ion . The y are men who d o n o t wa nt t o accept t h e 
two - s i ded wisdom of s laver y which di r ects t hat 
t h e phrase in t he Constitut i on, ' Uk raine ' s r i ght 
to seced e f rom the USSR , ' b e r e ad as ' Keep q uie t 
whi l e you ' re still alive . ' 

UNLIMITED LAWLESSNESS 

In this same es say the politica l pris oner Va l entyn 
Mo r oz pointed out o ther i l legal i ties exi s ting i n the 
Sovie t Union t oday . He cites t his example: 

Articles I25- I26 of the consti tu tion of t h e USSR 
proclai m f reedom o f s p eech, press , manifesta t i ons 
and organi zatio n s . Ar ticle I9 of the Universal 
Declar a tio n of Human Rights ... proclaims t he 
' freedom to seek , r eceive a nd i mpart i n f o rmation 
and i d e as thr o ugh a n y media and regar d l e ss of 
fron t ier s .' Therefor e , Arti c le 62 of the Crimi ­
nal Code o f the Ukrai n ian SS R is no thing o t h e r 
t ha n a viola t ion o f the above- men tioned documen t s, 
a lef t-o ve r from S t alin ' s rul e . Th e for mulatio n 
of ' agitation or pr opagan da conducted with t he 
aim t o under mine or weak e n the S o viet regime ' on 
the c ondition tha t the KGB d e t ermines the degr e e 
of t h e ' unde rmi ning ' n a t ure of the mater ial s , 
s e r ves t o a llow an unlimi t ed l a wl essnes s . 

AGAINST COMPUTERIZED MEN 

According t o Mor oz , despotism begins when ma n s t ops 
thi nking of compulsion from above as evil and begi ns 
to explai n i t as a nor mal s t ate of affairs . He s ays ) 
that an empi re of r obo t s was built on the ruins of I 
individuality . Wi th the l eveling of individua lity ~ i 

by means of t e r ror, St a l i n created a soc i e ty of 
computerized men. These processes, however, could 
not comple t el y void the s piritual nature of man. 
They could no t monopolize his r eason, honor a nd 
cons c i ence permanently . There eme r ged the new, 
pr esent gener a tion which r ealized tha t despotism 
is the beginning of the sp iritua l voiding of man . 
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This generation, of which Moroz is an integral part, 
believes in change--change which will take the Soviet 
society away from Stalinist principles and practices. 
But change does not come easily. Valentyn Moroz 
wrote: 

In society there always have been and there al­
ways will be forces to whom progress is undesir­
able, for whom the maintenance of the status quo 
is the maintenance of their privileges. (A 
typical example: Stalin in the past and the 
Stalinist who survived him). therefore all stand­
ardizers . .. repeat the same thesis on various 
levels: 'Change destroys order; it destroys 
society.' ... But the whole point is in the fact 
that change does not destroy society at all. It 
destroys only those social norms which have be­
come obsolete and thus a hindrance .... Evolution 
is not the denial of tradition; it .is its natural 
continuation, the life sap which prevents it from 
petrifying .... When a man holds different opinions, 
he does not destroy the social norm; on the con­
trary, he enriches it .... Uniformity is not at all 
essential for achieving unity. This is the point 
on which it is quite easy to trip up any despot 
at the reckoning when he tries to put an equals 
sign between unity and uniformity. 

FOR HUMAN AND NATIONAL RIGHTS 

Valentyn Moroz states that the present Soviet regime 
does put an equals sign between unity and uniformity 
and imprisons all those who do not want to be a 
part of the "Empire of Cogs." He writes that those 
who are being arrested are punished for their defense 
of individual human rights and for their defense 
of the rights of the Ukrainian nation. 

In A Report from the Beria Preserve Valentyn Moro~ 
described many instances of forcible Russification 
in Ukraine. He pointed out that in its Russifica­
tion program, the regime's attitude toward Ukraini­
an culture follows a Stalinist directive: "Stifle 
whatever you can, and what you cannot stifle-­
falsify." Moroz also wrote, "Everything was done 
to insure that a young Ukrainian could find spirit­
ual nourishment only in the Russian culture and 
thus would become Russified." 

Moroz, however, believes that the new terror un­
leashed by the KGB will not succeed in achieving 
its goal of complete uniformity. He states this 
clearly in his Report from the Beria Preserve: 

The present events in Ukraine are a turning 
point. The glacier of terror which had firmly 
bound the spiritual life of the nation for many 
years is breaking up. As always they put people 
behind bars and as always deport them to the 
East. But this time these people did not sink 
into obscurity. To the great surprise of the 
KGB, for the first time in the last decade pub­
lic opinion has risen in Ukraine; for the first 
time the journalist Chornovil refused to give 
avidence at an illegal secret trial; and for the 



fi r s t time t he KGB felt powe r less t o stifl e all 
t his . 

Va l entyn Mor oz concluded his Repor t which was di s ­
tributed t o de puties of the Supreme Sovie t of the 
Ukra inia n SSR with these words : 

A c rime i s a c rime and it is ine vitably foll o wed 
by retribution. For those wh o we r e sho t a nd 
those who wer e kil led by h unge r , r e sponsibili t y 
will have to b e t ake n acc ordin g to t h e Cons t i tu­
tio n which will s ome da y become the law of the 
l and .. . Dec e it has s ho rt legs-- this has been 
known f or a l o ng time . Bu t that is only half 
the truth . Le t no one for ge t: Truth has long 
arms ! 

FOR PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Afte r his release f r om the pol itical prisone r s ' 
camps in Septembe r 1969, Valen t yn Mo r oz cont inued 
t o wr ite i n defense of i ndividual human rig hts and 
i n defens e of the rights of the Ukra i ni an nation . 
During h i s nine months of r ela t ive f reedom (before 
he was aga i n a r res t ed by the KGB on J une I , 1970) 
he wr o t e three more es s oys : A Chr onicle of Re s ist­
a nc e , Amidst t h e Snows and Mo s e s and Dathan. 

I n A Chronicle of Resis ta nce , Mor oz described how 
t he dest ruc tion of Ukr a inian cultural and r e l igious 
s ymbols is de l i be r a t ely plotted and carried out 
fo r political r easons by the Soviet authorities . 
By t he destruc t ion of the Ukr a inian cultura l herit­
a ge the Sov i e t r egi me i s at t empting t o expedite 
the assimila tion of Ukra i ni ans into the Russi an 
culture. To illus tra t e , Moroz cites the experience 
of the people of a Car pathian village , Kosmach. In 
1963 the anci ent i conos t asis (the e l aborate "wall 
of pictures" separating t he altar from the wor s hip­
e r s ) from the 18th century chur ch of Kos mach was 
"borrowed" fo r use in making the movie , "Shadows 
of For go tten Ances t or s ." The people of Kosmach 
we r e promised, in writing , the return of their 
i conos t asi s ; but whe n they dema nded that the prom­
i s e be kept, the Sov i e t au thorities r efus ed. Mos t 
of the iconostasi s wound up i n the private collec­
t ion of the di r ect or of t he f ilm. Thus t he vi llag­
e r s of Kos mach had lost the ir i c onostasis , whi ch 
was the i r l i nk t o the traditions of t he i r ancestor s 
--a link to ancient Ukrainian culture . 

In A Chronicle of Resi s t a nce Moroz gave o the r i n­
stances of the destruction of Ukrainian cultural 
heritage by Soviet authorities . He t e lls, for 
example , how in 1969 the works of Ukrainian artists 
Mykhaylo Boychuk, Alexande r Archipe nko and Yuriy ! 
Narbut we r e burned under the orde r s of Vasyl Lyub­
chyk, a Sovi e t official who was in charge of cultu­
ral monume nts a nd libraries i n the city of Lviv . 
At the same time Lyubchyk ordered the burning of t he 
century-old Ukrainian graphics in the Lviv Muse um. 

Afte r pescribing these atrocities , Moroz wrote : 

Thi s was f ollowed by t h e burning of librar ies in 



Ki ev , Ta r tu, Ashkhabat, Samarkand, but not one 
i n Russ i a . .. They s a y i t was all an accident and 
a coinc i d ence . 

Moroz cites still another example of the destruction 
of elements of Ukrainian cultural heritage : 

I n November I 9 69 three unknown persons we ari n g 
police uniforms entered the Usp e n ska Church in 
Lviv , car ried out some very old book s and burned 
them i n the c h urch ya rd . Again b urning , and 
again of Ukrainian treasur es. 

Mor oz c l aims tha t the des truc t ion of cultural rel­
ics i s no t the only me thod used by the Sovi e t au­
thoritie s to destroy the ties of the Ukrainian people 
to their ancient culture . He describes a nother 
me ans: 

Lately there has been an attempt to ' c r eate' new 
tradition s . .. The ' c reatio n ' of traditions is 
just as riduculous as promotion of ' c ul tural ' 
r evolution . . . Culture r epresents centuries old 
ma tura tio n whi ch is i mpossible t o speed up ... You 
c anno t c reate t r aditions. They are c reated b~ 
themselve s t h r ough t he centuries . You can call 
e ver yone t o a clubhous e and anno unce some idiotic 
holiday o f Pig Tenders or Milkmaids, instead of 
Eas ter, b u t it will never become a holiday . 

AGAINST POLICY OF RUSSI FICATION 

Still a no ther method t o speed up the ass i mila tion 
of all the peoples of the Sovie t Union into the 
Russian culture. Moroz wri tes : 

The his t or i ans ar e puzzled to t his day at the 
f antastic s peed with which t h e Romans romanized 
their subjuga t ed nations. Th e secre t of the Roma n 
method was intermi x i ng . When a Gaul, an Egypt i an 
and a S yrian were bro ugh t togethe r they were com­
pelle d to talk in Latin . Th e son of an I berian 
and a Frank, who was born in S i c il y became a 
Roman just as the s o n of a Byelorus s ian and Chu­
vash who is born in t h e virgin l ands (Kazakhs t an) 
become s a Russian. Furthe rmor e , a German , a 
Ukrainian, and a Ka zakh who a r e together in a 
frontie r collective f arm must speak Russi an with 
eac h o ther. 

Thus in his A Chronicle o f Resistanc e Va l entyn Moroz 
appeared as a vehement critic of the Kremlin's pol­
icy of Russification . 

In another polemical es say, Mos es a n d Da than,al so 
written by him during the nine months be tween his 
two periods of imprisonmen t , Mor oz again concerned 
hi msel f wi th t he t heme of Russification and with 
t he l oss of one ' s own nationa l conscious ness . This 
theme of national consciousness was deve l oped eve n 
furthe r by Moroz in his third essay, Amidst the 
Sno ws. The author directed this essay at prominent 
Ukrainians who had given in to official pressure . 
By submitting, states Moro z , thes e Ukrainians have 
taken away from the Ukrainian na tion that which it 



needed t he most--some of its own " a postles ." 

Apostles! Apostles are needed for the present 
Ukraine and not satiated time-servers-- 'realists' 
with their arguments! No t one spiritual upheaval 
has taken place without apostles. The present 
Ukrainian renaissance is also impossible withJut 
them . 

Moroz states that only " a postles" , who are not afraid 
of arrests a nd prisons, can become an example to the 
rest of t he Ukrainian nation. Only they can show 
the people how to defend their nation, culture and 
language against the KGB by using legal means and 
how to resist the Russifica tion policies of the 
Soviet authorities. 

FAITH AND DETERMINATION 

It may be said that Valentyn Moroz himself became 
one of these "apostles." In June I970 he was again 
arrested for his writings and sentenced to nine 
years impri sonment and five years of exile from 
Ukraine . Moroz anticipated the outcome of the trial . 
Instead of taking a stand in his own defense at this 
illegal closed trial , he distributed a written 
statement to the tri bunal at the beginning of the 
trial. Copies of this statement were smuggled to 
his friends . The following is an excerpt from his 
statement: 

.. . Since I965 you have imprisoned several dozen 
persons. WHAT HAVE YOU ACHIEVED? . .. Instead of 
intimidating people, you have aroused their inter­
est . You wanted to extinguish the fire, but you 
have only added fuel t o its flames. Nothing could 
have revitalized the Ukrainian communit y life as 
effectively as your r e p r essions. Nothing could 
have drawn as much public attention to the Ukrai ­
nian reawakening as did your trials. In fact, it 
was precisely these trialsthat demonstrated to the 
public that Ukrainian community life had been 
revived. You wanted to i;id~ people in the forests 
of Mordovia. Instead you placed them on a stage 
for the whole world to see . It was precisely your 
persecutions that gave birth to the majority of 
the revival's activists ... You introduced into 
this post-Stalinist stage of the Ukrainian renais­
sance that without whic h it was s til l imma-
ture an d incomplete: you introduced the element 
of sacrifice . . • Faith and determination are born 
where there are martyrs and YOU have given them 
to us! 

I 



I N S T E A D 0 F A LAST PLEA 
/ Excerpts / 

So Moroz will once again relish the taste of pris­
on c abbage/WHAT WILL YOU GAIN? Only a submissive 
Moroz would prove useful to you, for by "confessing" 
he would repudiate himself - that would indeed deal 
a blow to the movement. But for a Moroz of that breed 
you would have to wait forever. By imprisoning me, 
you assume that you will create a vacuum within the 
movement - but this would at best merely demonstrate 
your vacuous judgement. You must realize once and 
for all that ther e wi l l ne ver again be a vacuum. The 
movement has acquired the pot ential t o produce ne w 
l eaders to replace these removed by you. It is equal­
ly inconceivable to expect that the significant 
Ukrainian re-awakening of the sixties will ebb in 
the seventies. 

I s hall be tried behind c losed doors; but your 
secr e t trial will "boomerang" regardless of whe t her 
I am heard, or whe ther I r emain silent, i sol ated f r om 
the wor ld in a cell o f Vladi mir prison. There is a 
silence more dea fening than thunder and it cannot be 
muffled, even should you destroy me. Liquidation is 
an easy ansver, but have you ever considered the 
truth that the dead often count more than living? 
The dead become a symbol - t hey are the subs tance 
that nourishes the will and s trenght of nobl e men. 

You s tubbornly i nsist t ha t all t hose you impris­
oned ar e danger ous cr i minals. Yo u cl ose your eyes 
while pret endi ng t here ar e no pr oblems . You can 
affor d t o continue this absurd polic y for, le t us 
say,ten years. And then WHAT??? 

There is only one alternative: abandon your obso­
let e policies of repression and accept the develop­
ments that have permanentl y and irrever sibly entren­
ched themsel ves in our society. This i s t he reality 
of the situation. 

There will be a trial ... Very well, we will fight. 
We need someone, especially now, to provide an exam­
ple of courage and determination. To rot behind bars 
i s not eas y . Yet t o have no resp~ct f or oneself, is 
even mor e difficult! And so we will fi ght! 

Fresh fuel will be poured onto· the fire - the 
very same fire you ar e tryi ng t o extinguish ! 

Even thi s s t atement is s ubversive. But do not 
bl ame me f or this "c rime" . I was no t the one t o im­
prison Moroz. It was not I who threw the boomerang .•. 

Ivano-Frankivsk, I970 VALENTYN MOROZ 



Han' CAN Y 0 U HELP VALENTYN t-mOZ ? 

Express your concern about Valentyn Mor oz , sen­
t enced to fourteen years impri sonment by: 

- Writing a l e tter to the Secr e tary Gene r a l of 
t he United Nation, Han. Kurt Wa ldhe im ( United Na­
tions, New Yor k , N. Y. , IOOI 7 , US A); 

- Wr i t ing letters to the Pr esident, Prime Mi nis ­
t e r , Congressmen , Senators or members of Pa rlia­
ment in your country, asking them t o t ake a publi c 
stand i n defense of Va l entyn Mor oz ; 

- Writing l et t e r s t o t he Government o f the USSR 
Mr . A. Kosygi n , Cha irman, Council of Ministers, 

Kr emlin , Moscow, USSR ) , to the Gover nmen t of the 
Ukr aini an SSR ( Mr. O. Lashko, Chairman ,Council of 
Mi nisters , Ul. Ordzonikidze No . I I , Ki ev, Ukrainian 
SSR, USSR) , t o the Sovi e t Ambassa dor in your coun­
try; 

- Asking historia ns, univer s i ty and college 
professors , wri te r s a nd c i v i c leader s to s i gn peti­
tions i n def ense of Val entyn Moroz ; 

- Wri ting a l e t ter of concern t o your l ocal news ­
paper or col lege magazine; 

- Sending copies of your lette r s or any r eplies 
t o SMOLOSKYP - Organization fo r De f ense of Human 
Rights in Ukraine . 

SMOLOSitYP 
P . o. Box 6066, Patterson Station 

Balt1110re, Md., 21231, USA 

3, rue du Sabot, Pari& 6-e 
Fruce 

P.O. Box 153, Station "T" 
Toronto , Ont., 11158 .U. 1 , Canada 

Poetfach 10, Munchen 26 
w. Ger11&A7 

25 Rodd st., B1rrons, 2143, N.S .I. 
.lutral1a 

Publiehed b7 SHOLOSKYP - Orsan1zat1on for DefelUie of HUII&ll R1pta 
(1973)-------------------- in Ukraine ----------------------(PV-2) 
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