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SOURCE: M. Mokry, Convention 69: Discussion Bulletin of the Communist Party of

Canada in Preparation for the 20th Convention, no. 4 (25 March 1969),

27.

9. John Boyd’s Letter of Resignation from the CPC

Although there was sharp criticism of and strong opposition to the Soviet

invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968 and the Canadian party’s support of

the USSR on the issue, there were no defections from the top ranks of the

Ukrainian pro-communist organizations. However, a prominent Ukrainian

in the party leadership resigned from the party. He was John Boyd

(Boychuk), who had worked in the Youth Section of the ULFTA in 1930-2

and later as an organizer of the YCL and editor of its organ, the Young

Worker. In 1936 he joined the CPC, in which he held a number of top

posts, among them member of the Politburo and for eight years (1958-67)

editor of the party’s organ. From 1967 to 1969, he was in Czechoslovakia

as Canadian representative on the editorial board of the international

communist theoretical organ, the World Marxist Review. He was in the

country when Czechoslovakia was invaded. Disillusioned with what he saw

and experienced, Boyd resigned from the party after his return to Canada.

His letter of resignation is included among the documents relating to the

1968 events in Czechoslovakia which Boyd has turned over to the

University of Toronto Archives. Following is the text of the letter:

Toronto, Ont.,

Feb. 18, 1970.

Alf Dewhurst, exec, secretary,

Communist Party of Canada

24 Cecil Street, Toronto, Ont.

Dear Alf:

Yes, I have dropped my membership in the Communist Party. After long

and careful consideration I came to the conclusion that I cannot belong to

(1) A party that condoned and continues to condone the terrible injustices

and crimes that were committed and are still being committed to this day in

Czechoslovakia—all in the name of “Marxism-Leninism,” “democratic

centralism” and “proletarian internationalism.”

(2) A party that condones the distortions of socialist democracy and socialist

legality that have been taking place and are continuing to take place in the

Soviet Union and other socialist countries since the 20th Congress of the

CPSU—likewise in the name of “Marxism-Leninism,” etc.

(This conclusion is based not only on information from sources that are

available to everyone but also, and mainly, from what I learned from a score

or so Soviet Communists and foreign Communists who had lived in the Soviet

Union with whom I worked in Prague, as well as a few I met in Moscow;
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some of them were old-time members of the CPSU, some new; all of them

highly knowledgable [sic] in their fields). They described the situation much

more sharply and much more harshly than I do. (Significantly, most of the in-

formation given to me by these Soviet persons was given individually, when

alone, very seldom when there were two or more present).

(3) A party whose leadership remains silent when anti-Semitism is used to

advance a particular policy or interest—as, for example, in the propaganda

seeking to establish that counter-revolution had gained the upper hand in

Czechoslovakia.

(Why did not anyone in the leadership of the Canadian party denounce, or

criticize, or even seek to correct, the lie—one of a dozen, at least—in Dyson

Carter’s own version of a “white book,”
“
Whatever Happened in

Czechoslovakia?” that Jiri Hajek was a Jew whose real name is Karpeles?

Why didn’t the Canadian Tribune publish—as the London Morning Star

did—the statement Hajek issued denouncing the canard, which first appeared

in Izvestia, and its slimy purpose? Was it because it happened to be at the

same time “grist for the mill” of the “official” line? And hasn’t the same

attitude of silence been taken towards, or a mealy-mouthed, tightrope-walking

effort to “explain,” the ill-disguised efforts recently in Czechoslovakia, and

earlier in Poland, to exploit anti-Semitism in the party’s inner struggle by

concocting charges of “zionism” against devoted and dedicated life-long

veteran Communists?)

(4) A party (and this is true of most other Communist parties today) in

which a small group at the top—often influenced strongly by one or two

individuals, and even more often by the top clique of the party of another

country—is the sole and final arbiter of who in the party is a left-sectarian

dogmatist and who a right-wing revisionist.

Strangely enough, in spite of constant references to “two dangers” (regard-

less of which is the greatest at any given time) there doesn’t seem to be any

record of anyone in the party ever having been denounced or disciplined, much
less expelled, for left-sectarianism or dogmatism. Even as in the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, after the November 1968 plenum resolution

proclaimed the need to fight both dangers, to this day no one has as yet been

denounced or disciplined for left-sectarianism or dogmatism. But the screws

sure have been turned against anyone even suspected of leaning toward the

so-called revisionists. Is it all, perhaps, because those doing the labelling and

categorizing and denouncing and hounding and expelling (in Canada and

Czechoslovakia) are the real left-sectarians and dogmatists?

(5) A party in which members who gave years of selfless devotion and work
for the cause, and have not abandoned their dedication to socialism, can be

treated by their life-long colleagues almost as “class enemies.” Simply because

they strongly uphold views (views they sincerely believed in) on certain

important issues. And their only recourse, apparently, under the present
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arbitrary and “convenient” interpretation of democratic centralism, is to “clam

up” and conform—or get out. (This is also true in most other Communist
parties).

Appropos to this last point, I have recently had some personal experiences

that would appear to be relevant:

(a) A top executive officer of the party told me on my return that I could not

express to my fellow-members in the party my views and feelings about

what I saw and experienced in Czechoslovakia because this would be “in

contravention of the convention decisions” and thus “harmful to the party.”

(Well, I haven’t worked in the YCL and party for over 40 years to have

my mind and my conscience muzzled that easily!)

(b) A party member, holding a responsible post, told a member of my family,

while I was still in Prague, that I am “an imperialist agent” because of my
views about what happened in Czechoslovakia.

(c) A highly-placed responsible member (I went to some trouble to find out

who) informed a Toronto Telegram reporter, after I had declined to stand

for the central committee, that I’m “flirting with the Trotskyists.” A
deliberate lie. Why? (I hold absolutely no brief with the Trotskyists. While

I consider the overwhelming majority of them every bit as sincere in their

desire for socialism as are most members of the Communist Party, I also

find they are every bit as sectarian, as dogmatic, as cliche-minded and as

irrelevant to the real Canadian scene as are all too many members of the

Communist Party. If they have a “plus” it is the fact that they have been

able to attract a large number of young people to the struggle for

socialism.)

(d) A responsible leading member felt it necessary recently to peddle the story

that the job I now have had been “arranged” for me even before I left

Prague. Since this is an outright lie, what purpose could it have other than

to discredit me among my friends?

I realize that these latter charges involve the actions of individuals and not

the party as a whole but I find this readiness to brand as an “enemy” anyone

who holds a sharply different view on a major issue, or issues, all too

symptomatic of an attitude throughout the party. (The last convention was a

good example of this.) So is the manner in which those who are now in the

“driver’s seat” in the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia are dealing with

those who don’t agree with their “official” policy—likewise what they did to

the opposition (including good veteran Communists) to get into that “driver’s

seat.”

Let me make one thing clear: in spite of all the above, I have not given up

my ideals—the ideals for which I worked all my life. I still believe in

socialism—but genuine socialism, “socialism with a human face,” as the

Czechoslovak Communists in 1968 so aptly described it—with all that that im-

plies.
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However, I do not see how the Communist Party of Canada, as it is now

constituted, with its present policies—and above all its methods—can be

instrumental in advancing the Canadian people to socialism. I believe that

somehow, eventually, the coming generation, or generations, of revolutionaries

and forward-looking and thinking people will achieve that goal; but only as

they are able to rid the present movement (and the regimes in the socialist

countries) of most of the present injustices, weaknesses and evils: dogmatism,

sectarianism and, above all, bureaucratic elitism, which is such a damper on

the potential in the socialist world today.

While I have had criticisms of, and reservations about, some of these

injustices, weaknesses and evils in the past (those I knew about) I was willing

to rationalize, to overlook them in the interests of the greater common goal, to

see them as flaws in the movement and in the socialist world—flaws which

eventually could and would be fought against and eliminated. My two-year

stay in Czechoslovakia, what I saw there, what I learned from the many
representatives from other parties and most of all from 15 or 20 Soviet

Communists with whom I worked and whom I got to know intimately and

whose confidence I gained—all this convinced me that it is a pretty frustrating

hope.

Certainly in the party in Canada it is. Were I in the Italian, Spanish or

British party (to name a few), no doubt I would still be a member, for I find

myself in agreement with their policies, their approach and their thinking, as I

know them from the documents and articles I read, even more from

conversations I had with their leading people. I find that the leaders and mem-
bers of these parties share the critical views that I have and they hope to fight

through for them. But there is no room for these views in the Canadian

party—and, unfortunately, as yet in too many other Communist parties

In reply to your letter, I have tried here, for the first time, to briefly outline

some of these reasons. But I have no desire to get into any discussions,

polemics or debate about them. With this letter, therefore, I consider the matter

closed.

Sincerely yours,

John Boyd.

SOURCE: University of Toronto Archives, not catalogued at the time the document

was consulted.



Chapter 40. Dissension and Opposition in

the Ranks

It was not long after the revival of the Ukrainian pro-communist movement

in 1941 that internal dissension began to develop. It seems that Reverend

Cependa continued to work with the revived Ukrainian pro-communist

movement in the organization of new branches of the Ukrainian

Association to Aid the Fatherland and in the collection of aid for the

Soviet Union. However, tension soon developed, and Reverend Cependa

was apparently not the easiest person to work with. Some even questioned

his integrity, especially when it came to finances. He became irritated

because of the withdrawal of support for his paper and the refusal to sup-

port a tour, apparently to collect money, which he proposed. He began to

hurl charges in his paper against the Ukrainian communist leaders of

misappropriation of funds collected for aid to the Soviet Union and

Ukraine. One of these charges was directed against Ivan Navizivsky.

1. On the Question of Holos Pravdy and the Tours of M.
Cependa

To all branches of the Ukrainian Association to Aid the Fatherland

30 December 1941.

Dear Friends:

In this letter we wish to discuss the matter regarding the paper, Holos

Pravdy, and its publisher, Reverend M. Cependa. You are probably aware that

M. Cependa has announced a national tour. Many branches of the UAAF have

written to the National Council asking whether this tour is organized with the

understanding of the National Council

Holos Pravdy is an anti-fascist paper It is also true that it is published

by a private person who, with the exception of his church, has nothing in

common with any movement. Therefore, one must regard this paper as a

private enterprise . . . over which neither our association nor the Ukrainian

progressive movement has any control. As a matter of fact, Holos Pravdy and

the publisher appear uncontrollable.
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We advise the branches of the UAAF not to send any more money to the

Reverend M. Cependa because he is conducting a private enterprise for which

our association is not responsible

This paper has based itself on a section of the Ukrainian people which today

basically belongs to the UAAF. When an individual or a group wishes to

enrich itself at the expense of our people, on us falls the responsibility not to

allow this and to inform everyone how matters stand.

Regarding the tour of Reverend M. Cependa, the matter is the same as with

the paper The National Council advises its branches and all interested

people that our association did not organize such a tour and does not take any

responsibility for it.

The National Council advises its branches not to organize meetings of local

councils or branches of the association or mass gatherings for Reverend

Cependa

National Council,

Ukrainian Association to Aid the Fatherland.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 15 January 1942.

2. An Open Letter

Mr. Ivan Navizivsky:

During the campaign for the collection of funds for Soviet Ukraine you

were in Spedden, Alberta and had a mass meeting there in connection with aid

for our brothers and sisters.

Being aware of the terrible condition of our people ... I donated $50 to aid

our hungry brothers and sisters.

Yesterday I had the opportunity to look through the so-called

commemorative book which you . .
.
published. To my great sorrow and to your

and your associates’ shame I did not find my name nor my $50 there. In addi-

tion to this money, I donated still more in other places, but that is not recorded

there either.

So, what happened to my money? Where is my photo? You promised that

the photos of those who donated $50 in aid of our hungry brothers in Soviet

Ukraine would appear in the memorial book. I beg you, Mr. Ivan

Navizivsky . . . make a report of the collection and tell the donors how much
you profited from this collection.* It is not a matter of the photo, which did

* Whatever may be said regarding the political integrity of the Ukrainian communist leaders, they

certainly cannot be accused of misappropriating organizational funds to enrich themselves. None of

the full-time functionaries had at that time become affluent. This appears to have become somewhat
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not appear in the book, but the fact that you and others with you performed

quite the swindle and hushed it up. It required a fighter for the truth, Holos

Pravdy, to remind you of this and to ask for justice.

A Donor.

SOURCE: Holos Pravdy, 19 March 1946.

3. Letters to the AUUC National Executive Committee

Navizivsky’ s reaction to Reverend Cependa’s charges against him was to

sue the latter for $10,000 damages. In the meantime, the barrage of

charges by Reverend Cependa caused a considerable stir in the ranks of

the AUUC. The charges had a greater negative influence on the Ukrainian

pro-communist movement than the 1935 Lobay-Kobzey revolt, which was

based on sound criticism voiced by honest, ideologically motivated men.

Many members drifted away and some branches declined, especially in

Alberta, where Reverend Cependa’s influence was strongest. Members of

two branches in British Columbia even questioned the NEC of the AUUC.

Vernon, B.C.

20 March 1947.

We, the undersigned, three committee members, were elected unanimously

at a mass meeting in Vernon on 16/2/1947 by members of the local

organization of the AUUC and the Federation of Russian Canadians as well as

a large number of donors. Those present empowered the elected committee to

look into the matter of the collection of money for Soviet Ukraine. We, the

committee members, decided at a meeting on 15/3/1947 to apply to the

Provincial Executive and the National Executive Committee for exact reports

as to:

1. How much money was collected for Soviet Ukraine during all the

campaigns?

2. How much were the expenses connected with these campaigns?

3. How much money was sent to the Soviet Union and how much of that to

Soviet Ukraine?

A large number of larger and smaller donors in Vernon together with the

elected committee demand that the provincial and the central committees make

a complete report of all the campaigns . . . because, after a short investigation,

the committee concluded that as of today, there has been absolutely no report.

What there was is not a report. The fact is, according to the statement of the

altered in the case of some of them after the establishment of Ukrainska Knyha and Globe Tours.

If any became affluent it was from these business ventures and not by misappropriating funds c

the organization.
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centre in Toronto, that over half a million dollars was collected

For the committee,

S. Babiy, L. Baziv, A. Rodych.

Dear friends of the executive committee:

We are a committee for investigating the collection of money for Soviet

Ukraine, elected by the people at a mass meeting on 9 February this year

(1947) in New Westminster, B.C. We are instructed to look into the question

of the collection of money for Soviet Ukraine. At our meeting in Haney on 16

March 1947 we decided to write to the National Executive Committee.

For some time Holos Pravdy has been writing about the 20 per cent mirror

but you, as leaders, forget to reply on the pages of UZh and US and thus make

possible disunity. We, members of the committee, are not in favour of

disuniting the labour movement but of strengthening it. In order to unite the

workers we beg you, dear friends of the National Executive Committee, to

answer four questions:

1. In order to unite the workers should we not demand how much money
was collected for Soviet Ukraine?

2. In order to unite should we not demand what the expenses were in

connection with all the collections?

3. Are we only to make donations but not know how much money was sent

to Ukraine?

4. Do you guarantee that there are not any errors in the memorial book?

Respectfully yours,

Nykolai Hrekul, chairman, New Westminster, B.C.

Pavlo Maisel, secretary, Haney, B.C.

SOURCE: Holos Pravdy, 10 May 1947.

4. Reply of the AUUC National Executive Committee

Toronto, 1 April 1947.

S. Babiy, Vernon, B.C.*

Dear friends:

We received your letter of 20 March signed by three persons. In reply we
say to you that we are absolutely not obliged to reply to you because the

National Executive Committee is responsible for all its work to its organization

and its membership at a national convention and not to Cependa’s committee.

If there was a stamp of the Vernon branch on your letter we would then be

obliged to reply to your questions.

j * A similar letter was sent to Pavlo Maisel in Haney.
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However, for your information we wish to say to you that you will regret

having allowed yourselves to be misled by a type such as Cependa. We will

also say that the case of Cependa has already gone to court. At one time he

wrote that comrade Navizivsky collected money which is not recorded in the

memorial book That abnormal man should be placed where he ought to

be.

Greetings,

I. Boychuk.

SOURCE: Ibid.

5. Statement by the AUUC National Executive Committee

The replies did not answer the questions raised and consequently did not

allay the growing suspicion and dissatisfaction that had been aroused by

Reverend Cependa’s charges. The NEC of the AUUC then issued a lengthy

and detailed reply to the charges.

For some time ... a baseless campaign of slander has been conducted against

our organization and especially against its leadership.

This campaign was started and is conducted by the most holy priest, M.N.

Cependa, who is the editor of a paper named Holos Pravdy. The materials

which the priest, M.N. Cependa, uses are from the book, Canadian Ukrainians

Aid the Nations of the Soviet Union, which was published early in April 1943.

This book includes reports of the two campaigns to aid the nations of the

Soviet Union in which our association participated, namely the campaign of

the Canadian Red Cross for Medical Aid to the Soviet Union and the Canadian

Aid to Russia Fund.

And here, in connection with these two campaigns ... the most holy

Cependa . . . makes indecent charges orally and in print, including fabrications

about the “evaporation” and the “disappearance” of money in connection with

the publication of the reports

If the NEC of the AUUC makes a statement here regarding this matter it

does so, firstly, in order to indicate to the whole community the absurdity of

Cependa’ s fabrications and, secondly, to satisfy the wishes of those individuals

who now and then inquire why the NEC does not refute Cependa’ s lies

The first campaign . . . was conducted by the Red Cross Our

society . .
.
joined this campaign. . . . The branches handed over to the local or

provincial committees of the Red Cross all the money from this campaign,

with relatively small exceptions To the NEC they sent written reports

—

On the basis of these written reports, sent in by the branches, with the addition

of those which were sent directly to the centre of our organization together
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i

i

I

with money, the NEC prepared a general report for the individual

localities

—

The second campaign was conducted by the Aid to Russia Fund Our

association was then called the Association of Ukrainian Canadians

(AUC). . . . Branches of the AUC worked closely with the local committees of

the Canadian Aid to Russia Fund The money collected was turned over to

the local committees, sent directly to the central office of the Canadian Aid to

Russia Fund or to the NEC of the AUC These general reports of the

second campaign the NEC included near the end of the book in the same

general form as it received them and only of those branches which sent them

before the book was dispatched to the printer

The priest, M.N. Cependa, confused the reports of the two campaigns and

then began to subtract. Taking province by province, locality after locality, he

cites the figures of one campaign (the Red Cross for Medical Aid to the Soviet

Union) and alongside cites the figures from the second campaign (Canadian

Aid to Russia Fund) and then subtracts one figure from the other, and as a re-

sult of the false manipulation, declares that so and so many dollars have

“evaporated,” so and so many thousands of dollars have “disappeared.” And
bringing together his false mathematical manipulations from all the provinces,

he declares that $87,822.72 “disappeared
”

For example, in Holos Pravdy, 14 January 1947, he makes a report on

Alberta:

Report

pp. 5-6

Edmonton $3,270.84

Calgary $2,993.74

Report p. 63 Disappeared

$1,600.00 $1,670.84

no entry $2,993.74

In this manner he went through all the localities of every province,

subtracted the smaller sum from the larger and in cases where the report of the

second campaign was not entered in the books, for example, Calgary, he

unceremoniously announced that the whole sum collected in the first campaign

“disappeared
”

We will allow ourselves to add briefly that the priest M.N. Cependa not

only confused the two campaigns here discussed, but also others which were

conducted later and the reports of which were published in Ukrainske Zhyttia.

The figures of these reports he also adds to the figures in the memorial book

and asks why they are not in the book (he does not explain how it is possible

to include what was collected after the book was published) and

unceremoniously enters them in the column “disappeared
”

In Holos Pravdy, 28 February 1947, he includes a reproduction of a receipt

to Petro Kalyn from Port Arthur for $100 which was issued by the secretary of

the branch, I. Kipin, and asks why neither his donation nor his photo is in the

book. What happened to his $100? The most holy priest Cependa wants donors

who donated in 1944 to be included in a book which was published in 1943.
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It is true that Petro Klyn donated $100, but in the campaign for hospitals in

Chemivtsi and Lviv which was conducted in 1944. This donation is listed in

Ukrainske Zhyttia for 14 September 1944 ... in the report from Port

Arthur

National Executive Committee,

Association of United Ukrainian Canadians

William Teresio—President,

Peter Prokopchak—Secretary,

John Boychuk—Treasurer.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 22 May 1947.

6. Good Bye!

The reply of the officials of the AUUC did not deter Reverend Cependa.

He continued to make new charges. In the meantime, Navizivsky’s case

against him was pending in the courts. Twice the case had been postponed

at the request of the plaintiff. It was finally to be heard on 17 March 1949.

The outcome, as noted in the following editorial by Reverend Cependa,

only confirmed the suspicions of many Ukrainians that there was some

basis for Cependa’ s charges.

For two years the readers and sympathizers of Holos Pravdy have been

asking: “Is the court case of Mr. Naviz* over? If it is please be good enough

to write about it in Holos Pravdy, especially about who won, because the

readers of the Naviz press and members of the AUUC are wagering with us

that Gapon’sf printing presses are as good as gone to pay the ten thousand

dollars damages for the defamation of the honour of Mr. Naviz, that the case

is as good as won.”

In addition, we very frequently received letters, some signed and others not,

in which the poor subjects of the AUUC called us criminals, liars and

threatened us. Some offered advice in advance as to what we are to do when

comrade Naviz takes away our presses As to how the matter stood, we

reported and are doing this once more for the last time. The case of Mr. Naviz

is over. The case was to come up for the third time on 17 March, but Mr.

Naviz did not wait to the seventeenth. On 15 March he discontinued his

action.

* When writing in English, Navizivsky shortened his surname to Navis. Reverend Cependa

shortened it in Ukrainian to Naviz, which means animal fertilizer.

t The communists referred to Reverend Cependa as Gapon (a Russian priest who organized labour

unions controlled by the tsarist police before 1905).
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This means that Mr. Naviz has withdrawn his case for TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS which he wanted from the editor of Holos Pravdy for his honour.

In addition, of course, Mr. Naviz is to pay all the court costs This

means that for two years they were “fixing Cependa” and finally it is over. Let

him who has a headache because this has somehow turned out badly buy him-

self an aspirin

SOURCE: Holos Pravdy, 26 March 1949.

7. A Paid Agent of Canadian Reactionaries

The Ukrainian pro-communist movement experienced attacks from

numerous ex-members. Among these was John Hladun, a former party

member and teacher in the Ukrainian Labour Temple in Kenora, who had

spent several years in the early 1930s at the Lenin School in Moscow, the

Communist International’ s training centre for world communist leaders.

He returned disillusioned, defected shortly thereafter and began publicly to

voice his disenchantment with the USSR. In 1948 he made a Canadian

speaking tour during which he condemned the communist movement. The

Ukrainian pro-communist press reacted with a sharp personal attack on

Hladun.

John Hladun, a traitor of Ukrainian ancestry, called upon Ukrainian

Canadians not long ago at a meeting in Toronto to become enemies of Ukraine

because they do not have “any benefit” from friendship with their people, but

from enmity they can obviously “profit” as he himself has “profitted.” Hladun

measures his love for his native fatherland and to his people in dollars, the

more dollars the less love. By such a yardstick Hladun assesses his conscience

and proposes that honest people follow his example.

Hladun is a paid agent of Canadian reaction. His price is $35 for each

unscrupulous appearance. Hladun himself admits that he is on a tour organized

for him by the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, that is, by big businessmen,

and that he has made 300 such appearances. Hladun “earned” over $10,000.

This is not the same as being on organizational work in Kenora, Ontario. This

is quite a chunk of rotten sausage.

What “commodity” is Hladun selling? He is obviously a bom liar. He
receives $35 each time for attacking Ukraine, the Soviet Union, the labour

movement in Canada. In his vile attacks Hladun appears as a “specialist,”

because at one time he was allegedly also a member of the labour movement.

Fortunately the labour movement in general and the Ukrainian in particular

;

have very few such “specialists.” It would be a good thing if Hladun admitted

in what he “specialized” in the labour movement and why he was expelled
' from it, although this would not bring financial rewards. Up to now he has not



416 The Second World War and After

given an accounting. There are people who remember this well. For them

Hladun is a weak figure of the polecat variety.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 10 June 1948.

8. To my Brother

Among the nationalists who adopted a pro-Soviet stand during the Second

World War was a Toronto shoemaker, Mykhailo Sribniak, a member of the

Ukrainian National Federation. He wrote articles for the Ukrainian

pro-communist press and, since he dabbled in poetry, occasionally

contributed short poems. Eventually, as tourists began bringing back

reports on the conditions in Ukraine, his support for the USSR began to

wane. He became particularly disturbed by the policies of Russification. In

December 1968 he wrote an allegorical poem which was an implied

criticism of Russian hegemony over Ukraine. The assistant editor, who ap-

parently did not understand the poem’s meaning, accepted it for

publication. The result was a sensation in the Ukrainian community in

Canada. A free translation of the poem is given below.

Listen, brother, I wish to speak

Of that which has weighed on my heart,

Because it is time to solve the problem

That troubles our souls and irritates our wounds.

Ivan, do you understand what father* said

When he was preparing for his last journey

And set down the fatherly advice in a document

So that you would not wrong us after his death?

“Look, my son,” father said to you,

“There should not be any oppression of the smaller ones.

Let everyone carry on as is his custom

In his own land as I have laid down.”

And you, fanatic, pay no attention to father

And still hold us in thrall.

But we are already adults. Your tutelage

Weighs like a stone, as Tarasf would say.

Where in fact is that equality

Which father has given us on paper?

* The reference is to Lenin,

t Taras Shevchenko.
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There is only coarse brutality.

And freedom, brother, you have retained for yourself.

Although we have a house on our land

You, brother, maintain hegemony there.

It is high time that we were shod

In our own high boots according to our custom.

And we are adults and quite cultured

And can maintain order in our house.

Your orders are becoming unbearable,

We want at least to have our freedom.

I ask you, brother, how long will you

Keep us younger brothers in submission?

We also have the right to live as people

Without your interference, as father ordered.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 23 December 1968.

9. Regarding Publication of one Poem

The Ukrainian communist leaders were embarrassed and compromised by

the publication of the poem, especially in the eyes of the Soviet authorities

in Moscow. They hurriedly published the following explanation. Sribniak

became completely alienated, stopped writing for the Ukrainian

pro-communist press and left the ranks of the AUUC. The author of the

poem, who went to the heart of the problem in Ukraine and condemned

Russian hegemony, was complimented in letters from some readers.

On 23 December last year, a poem by Mykhailo Sribniak, Do brata [To My
Brother], was published in Zhyttia i Slovo. This poem evoked a reaction from

a section of our readers; some read it literally, others saw an allegory in it;

some praised it, others condemned it.

The very fact that the poem provoked such a reaction among our readers in-

dicates, in our opinion, that it was a mistake to publish it in Zhyttia i Slovo.

The editorial board of Zhyttia i Slovo hereby declares that a month before

the publication of this poem, Mykhailo Sribniak brought a similar version to

the editorial office. However, after reading it, co-worker of Zhyttia i Slovo,

Petro Kravchuk, did not accept it for publication because it was not suitable
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for our paper because of its form, and more so, because of its content.

Mykhailo Sribniak, as it now appears, altered somewhat the poem in question

and presented it to Mykola Chachkowsky.*

In connection with the publication of the poem, Do brata, several readers

sent letters (complimentary and critical) which they wished to have published

in the paper. After this explanation the editorial board considers it neither

expedient nor beneficial to unfold a controversy around this question on the

pages of the paper.

The editorial board categorically declares that, in the light of the above ex-

planation, it was an error to publish the poem in question.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 27 January 1969.

10. Convincing Documents

Perhaps the most serious single dissenter in the ranks of the AUUC was

John Kolasky, a former teacher who had been sent to the Higher Party

School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine by the

party and the AUUC for political training. After his return in 1965 he

condemned Soviet nationality policy in Ukraine in a book entitled

Education in Soviet Ukraine, which was published in 1968 (see review, pp.

337-40). This was followed in 1970 by a second book, Two Years in

Soviet Ukraine. The weekly Ukrainskyi Holos wrote an editorial which

greatly irritated Krawchuk and prompted him to write a scurrilous attack

on the paper, the editor and the author of the book. Both articles follow

below.

Even the most determined Ukrainian communist in Canada, including

Krawchuk himself, cannot read the new book by John Kolasky, Two Years in

Soviet Ukraine, without a feeling of deep indignation and anger against those

Moscow satraps who conduct the Russification policies in Ukraine if there

remains in him the tiniest bit of national honour and dignity.

Kolasky has not really uncovered anything sensational. It was generally

known that Moscow is endeavouring to Russify the non-Russian nations and to

achieve “the merging of nations,” obviously merging with the Russian nation.

But Kolasky deserves credit because during his stay in Ukraine he collected

numerous documents which confirm beyond all doubt that in the

“SOVEREIGN” Ukrainian SSR there is no sovereignty, that the Ukrainian lan-

guage is not the state language there, that it is discriminated, that it is being

ousted from the Kiev ministries and various institutions by the Russian

language

—

* A member of the editorial staff of Zhyttia i Slovo.
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Every honest communist who picks up Kolasky’s book and reads it will see

how the various Moscow-communist supporters have dishonestly and

shamefully deceived him when they fed him the nonsense about the free devel-

opment of the Ukrainian language and culture

There is no doubt that new rage and hatred will be showered on Kolasky’s

head But this rage will be in vain because in Kolasky’s book there are

over twenty-five copies of various Soviet documents from Ukraine in Russian

which should be in Ukrainian if the Ukrainian people had its own state.

Let us look at some of these documents. Here is one releasing the author

from hospital—in Russian; a letter from the Kiev post office to the author—in

Russian; tickets for the ferry and the bus—in Russian; the State Planning

Commission of the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR; the Melitopol

Vorovsky Machine Building Works; the Union of Architects of the Ukrainian

SSR and similarly with all other copies of documents.

Kolasky’s book should open the eyes of the Ukrainian communists who
blindly believed their leaders. It is not too late for them to return to their

people to stand courageously in defense of the rights of their people on their

own territory.

SOURCE: Ukrainskyi Holos, 17 June 1970.

11. My National Consciousness and Dignity is not your

Business

Ukrainskyi Holos is one of the oldest nationalist papers in Canada. In addition

to being an apologist for capitalism and a propagator of reactionary Ukrainian

nationalism, it is known as a refuge for various renegades, especially those

who left the Ukrainian labour-farmer movement. They scribbled for many
years in the pages of this paper.

Although they opened whole pages in Ukrainskyi Holos for these “opuses”

and expected that this would inflict great blows on the “Ukrainian Bolsheviks,”

they were greatly mistaken because all this scribbling was (and is) like

throwing pebbles at a wall.

Ukrainskyi Holos not only attracts renegades, it also acclaims those who
oppose the Ukrainian progressive movement, the communist ideology and the

Soviet Union.

Ukrainskyi Holos is probably the greatest advertiser of the scribbling of

John Kolasky. He and his “opuses” are seed on a manure pile for the blind

chicken from Ukrainskyi Holos.

Well, let it rejoice over such a discovery because, as the saying goes,

“tweedledee has met tweedledum.”
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Singing praises to John Kolasky and his latest “opus,” a scribbler from

Ukrainskyi Holos in an editorial, “Convincing Documents,” began to dig his

filthy claws into my national consciousness and dignity.

In reply to these scribblers I can say that I do not need a label from the

Ukrainian nationalists as regards my national consciousness and dignity. As I

have already written, it was formed and stabilized already in 1927-8; it never

underwent any changes, although I was often subjected to provocations on the

part of similar scribblers.

As regards Kolasky, he is neither my “advisor” nor “tutor.” In his presence,

before 300 people, I said what I thought of him and his conduct. After all, he

even implies in his book that I asked him to leave the editorial offices after he

returned to Canada, long before the appearance of his first “opus.”

With respect to his second “opus,” I can say that his justification of the

criminal deeds of the UPA (pages 129-30) indicates his true colours.

Your “appeals” that members of the progressive organizations desert then-

ranks because John Kolasky has “enlightened” them are in vain. Neither the

Stechishins, Lobays, Volynetses or Mykhailuks justified the hopes of the

scribblers of Ukrainskyi Holos. The Kolaskys and other renegades will justify

them even less.

As to my “national consciousness and dignity,” it is not your business. Who,

after all, gave you the right to issue “certificates” of national consciousness

and dignity? You had better think of your own dignity. A paper which provi-

ded an orphanage for the organizers of the shameful and infamous SS Division

“Galicia” has no right to speak of someone else’s national consciousness and

dignity. The authors of the articles under discussion should, first of all, consid-

er their own dignity.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 29 June 1970.

12. A Plan to Reorganize Globe Tours

After tourist travel arrangements were established between Canada and the

USSR in 1959 the Ukrainian communist leaders organized a private

company, Globe Tours, with branches in several cities, as the official

representative of the Soviet travel agency, Intourist, and obtained a Soviet

monopoly on all group travel from Canada to Ukraine. In 1971 the Policy

Committee decided to reorganize and establish a new federal company in

place of the provincially incorporated branches. The general manager and

vice-president, Ray Dowhopoluk, and the branch managers met and

proposed the following plan of reorganization.

GLOBE TOURS—1066 BLOOR STREET WEST—TORONTO
173—ONTARIO
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25 June 1971.

To all Members of the Policy Committee

Dear Friends:

On the 16-17-18 of this month, a meeting of branch managers took place in

Toronto for the purpose of discussing a business program for our company for

1972....

I briefly reported to this meeting the decision of our Policy Committee taken

on 4th June to close off the financial books of this Company August 31 of this

year, sell Ukrainska Knyha to the Winnipeg shareholders in this Company and

establish a new Federal Company for the purpose of carrying on with the

present travel business

All the managers felt that now is the time to make decisive moves, decisions

and advance ideas which can be implemented during the process of

reorganization of the Company that would strengthen the Company in terms of

Executive, administrative and sales personnel

For example: the president, 1st vice-president, 2nd vice-president, secretary

and treasurer should be active participants in the business and assume direct

responsibility for the administrative aspect of the company and constitute the

policy making body for the new company.

The meeting immediately acknowledged that such goals can only be realized

if the present branch managers and certain other qualified personnel establish

the base of owners of the new company. Otherwise they cannot be considered

for such functions if their role in the new company will be that of faded

administrative partners

It seems that manager-owners with no hang ups in “the drive for

productivity” are treated much more seriously and in a businesslike fashion

and they carry much more weight behind their actions, decisions and

proposals. This is a much needed ingredient in the growth and development of

the individual and the company

Concretely these discussions could be summed up as follows:

1. The present branch managers and select qualified personnel establish sole

ownership of the new company.

2. As long as this company exists it shall meet all its commitments for

which it was set up.

3. In addition to the above, the company shall also assume full responsibility

to provide wages for certain individuals presently associated with the company.

We have in mind such people as Mike Mokry, Peter Prokop and others.*

We should not become either deaf or indifferent to these suggestions.

Indeed, we should treat them very seriously and proceed to translate them into

action before any final decisive legal steps are taken to finalize the formation

* Mike Mokry was the provincial secretary of the AUUC in Manitoba; Peter Prokopchak was the

national secretary of the AUUC.



422 The Second World War and After

of the new company. Both logic and facts clearly call for full support of these

proposals.

Hoping for your immediate attention, I remain,

Yours very truly,

R. Dowhopoluk.

SOURCE: Copies of the letter were sent to officials of Globe Tours. A copy is in the

possession of the compiler of this collection.

13. In Reply to Questions Regarding a Tourist Agency

The proposals were as follows: the Ukrainian communist leaders—A.

Bilecki, P. Prokop, S. Ziniuk, J. Chitrenky, G. Solomon, P. Krawchuk and

others—should give up a lucrative Soviet monopoly to those actively

involved in conducting the business of the company. The reaction of the

owners was the immediate dismissal of the general manager, R.

Dowhopoluk. The branch managers and the staffs then resigned, joined

rival travel agencies, among them Travel Unlimited, and took most of the

business from Globe Tours. This caused considerable confusion in the

ranks of the AUUC (since those involved were members) and resulted in a

statement in the Ukrainian pro-communist press.

People turn to our agency, Globe Tours, inquiring whether we have any

connection with the tourist agency, Travel Unlimited in Vancouver and

Winnipeg, where former employees of Globe Tours have gone to work.

We reply: Our tourist agency, Globe Tours, has absolutely no connection

with Travel Unlimited nor with its employees who have willfully left us and

are now working in Travel Unlimited which is the business name of the China

Travel Service

Globe Tours,

A. Bilecki, president.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 24 April 1972.

14. Communist Party Member Expelled

The former manager of the Vancouver branch of Globe Tours, Jerry Shak,

a party and AUUC member who organized Travel Unlimited, was brought

before a party tribunal whose verdict was published in the party press.
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The B.C. Provincial Executive of the Communist Party announced

confirmation this week of the expulsion of Jerry Shak by the Bill Bennett Club

on charges of uncommunist, anti-party, anti-working class activities.

SOURCE: Pacific Tribune, 5 May 1972.

15. Statement on the Shevchenko Ensemble

In the meantime, another development in AUUC ranks gave clear

indication of ferment, which added to the disillusionment of the member-

ship and the further disintegration and decline of the AUUC. Toward the

end of the 1960s friction began to evolve between the older national

leaders of the AUUC and the cultural forces in Toronto led by Eugene

Dolny, who had studied at the Kiev Conservatory in 1950-2. The members

of the cultural group, called the Shevchenko Ensemble, which consisted of

a male chorus, a string orchestra and a dance group, chafed under the

domination and restrictions imposed on them by the AUUC leadership. The

members decided that the Ensemble should become a separate entity

independent of the AUUC. They wished to part on friendly terms; the

leadership opposed any steps that would limit its control over the cultural

groups. After prolonged discussions and negotiations on the issue, the

matter was raised at an AUUC convention, which issued the following

statement.

There is a need to clarify the position of the AUUC at this convention in

regard to one of its former cultural groups in Toronto, the Shevchenko

Ensemble, and to place this position on the record for the guidance of the

association and our press in the country. Continuing discussions on this ques-

tion, with respect to the Ensemble as a separate entity, can serve no further

useful purpose and can only prove harmful to all attempts to arrive at some

basis of understanding with the group in terms of our future relationships as

two separate and distinct organizations with a common background and

interests.

This was the intent of the resolution which was adopted at the last plenary

sessions of the National Committee in 15-17 October 1971. The text of the

resolution is as follows:

“Be it resolved: That this meeting of the National Committee of the

Association of United Ukrainian Canadians recognized the fact that the

Toronto Shevchenko Ensemble has taken the decision to seek a charter* and to

establish itself as a separate entity or organization; and be it further resolved:

that in the light of this situation and in the interests of maintaining closest

* The Ensemble was incorporated in 1972. Five years later it purchased separate premises. In the

meantime relations with the AUUC leadership were strained to the point of no return.
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relationships between the AUXJC and the Toronto Shevchenko Ensemble, this

National Committee of the AUUC desires and urges discussions between

responsible AUUC executive bodies and the Shevchenko Ensemble executive

which could determine such relationships
”

The intention of the statement on the Shevchenko Ensemble is to achieve

the maximum clarity possible. To this end we submit the following points of

information and positions:

Around this issue there has been a protracted discussion. The essence of the

question involved began to take form before the Ensemble’s departure to

Ukraine and became concretized early in 1971 on the basis of a written

submission by the Ensemble executive.

The past NC and NEC could not, as this convention cannot, approve the

actions of any AUUC group designed to establish itself as a separate entity;

for the AUUC to take such a course would mean to open the door to possible

dismemberment of the AUUC.
Neither can we accept the position that there is not ample room for growth

and development within the AUUC. To do so would again raise the danger of

AUUC disintegration.

The decision to gain an independent status was taken by the Shevchenko

Ensemble on 5 and 6 July 1971 without, unfortunately, inviting the past NEC
to express its point of view. The past NC, NEC and this convention accepts

that position as a decision taken by an overwhelming majority of Ensemble

participants

SOURCE: Narady i Ukhvaly (Trydtsiat Druhoho Zizdu 2-5 bereznia, Toronto, 1972),

98-9.

16. Instead of Respect, Cheap Politics

The power and prestige of the AUUC were further undermined by new de-

velopments. The Ukrainian pro-communist movement produced several

quite noted women leaders, among whom was Helen Weir (Wevursky). She

was active in both the Ukrainian pro-communist organizations and the

party and was sent to the Higher Party School of the CC of the CPSU. She

seems to have become disillusioned after the invasion of Czechoslovakia

and left the party. In the meantime she was awarded a medal by the Soviet

Women’s Committee. However, the CC of the CPC intervened to block the

award, apparently because she had dropped out of the party. The attitude

of the Ukrainian communist leaders also cooled toward her. Like so many

others who had differences with the AUUC leadership, she joined the

Shevchenko Ensemble. Her health began to fail and in July 1979 she died

of cancer. At a memorial meeting on 6 September John Boyd spoke on

behalf of her family of Helen’ s life and achievements. He directed some
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critical remarks at the party and the AUUC leadership. Below are the

latter’s reactions and Boyd’s reply.

On 6 September in the auditorium of the Central Technical School there was

a memorial meeting sponsored by the Shevchenko Musical Guild in memory

of Helen Weir

To complete and round out the addresses with a full outline of the life and

activities of the deceased H. Weir, the chairman, E. Dolny, called on John

Boyd, Helen’s brother-in-law and director of publications of the executive

committee of the Shevchenko Musical Guild. Having noted . . . with what

“great enthusiasm” she greeted the transformation of the AUUC Shevchenko

Ensemble . . . into an independently incorporated National Shevchenko Musical

Ensemble Guild of Canada, he began to pour, as if out of a pail, swill of

insinuations on the leadership of the AUUC, on the “establishment” (in his

words) of the AUUC which did her wrong He wove in the events in

Czechoslovakia, the marking of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Lenin in

1970 and the medal which she is supposed to have received as an award from

the Soviet Union but did not receive because “her former colleagues”

interfered. He included in this a representative of the Soviet embassy and her

exit from the party and some other wrongs.

In a word, John Boyd, spokesman for the executive of the guild, from which

various gossip and insinuations have been spread against the CEC of the

AUUC from the very first days of its separation from the AUUC, utilized the

memorial meeting to wash his and the guild’s dirty linen and, above all, to

promote cheap politics directed to whitewashing his image and the image of

his colleagues from the executive committee of the guild.

In 1977 the executive of the guild sponsored a public memorial (at that time

still in the ULT, 300 Bathurst Street) for its member, Tony Kobyliansky (Kay),

an employee of Standard Printing, who died unexpectedly of a “heart attack.”

That memorial meeting was also utilized by John Boyd for insinuations against

the leadership of the organization and the publishing firm as if it caused his

death

National Executive Committee

Association of United Ukrainian Canadians

Toronto, Ont.

18 September 1979.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 1 October 1979.
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17. John Boyd’s Reply to the NEC of the AUUC

27 December 1979.

To the members of the National Executive Committee,

Association of United Ukrainian Canadians,

Toronto, Ontario.

This is my somewhat belated response to at least some of the calumnies and

calculated distortions of fact contained in your statement of 18 Sept. Belated,

partly because I have been unusually busy during the past three months, but

mainly because I debated for a long time whether to bother with a reply at all,

convinced as I am that it will fall on deaf ears. I decided to do so

regardless—for the record.

Although I anticipated a negative reaction to my eulogy to Helen Weir, I

must say that I did not expect it would take the venomous and vituperative

form it did, . . . however, I realized that it was symptomatic of the malaise that

currently afflicts the AUUC leadership ... let me comment on a few of the

points dealt with in your statement:

1. Nobody suggested that insufficient tribute or lack of respect was paid by

the AUUC and its press to Helen Weir after her death. What I (and others)

were critical of was the attitude toward her before she died. I cannot begin to

describe to you how bitter Helen felt about this attitude and in her final days

in the hospital she expressed herself very vehemently about it. After all, it was

common knowledge that she was terminally ill with cancer for over a year be-

fore she died Where was the friendship and respect shown her during all

that time? She felt very hurt and bitter about it during those final weeks and

days and it was because her family (her children and her sister) saw this that

they wanted her feelings made known. And because I was witness to it also, I

gladly agreed

Surely, when it was known that Helen was terminally ill, some sort of

tribute could have been paid to her publicly while she was still alive. Failing

that, at least some acknowledgement and appreciation could have been paid to

her in person during her illness by some of the leading people with whom she

had worked for so long—in a visit to the hospital, a letter, a card or even a

phone call. Doing it after she was dead is not quite the same!

2. There was no suggestion that anyone from the AUUC leadership was

instrumental in preventing Helen from getting that medal from the Soviet

Union. That was directed quite clearly at her “former friends” in the CP

leadership, who did intervene. Nor did I “add” the representative of the Soviet

embassy. I simply stated the fact that the CEC member of the CP approached

Helen “on behalf of the Soviet embassy.” Which is true. He certainly did not

ask her about it on his own behalf, for his own satisfaction. Obviously it is

considered heresy or sacrilege by the CP’s (and apparently by the AUUC’s)
leadership to suggest that Soviet government officials would or could ever act
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(or fail to act) on some matter on the advice or recommendation of the CP
leaders in Canada. Yet we all know that this was not the first time it

j
happened—nor the last. But apparently we must not say it publicly, must we?

3. And speaking of the medal. ... If Helen was so highly respected and her

i

past contributions so highly valued by the AUUC leadership, why did not

someone from the NEC intervene with the Soviet authorities (unofficially, if

I necessary) to find out why she was denied it? As Helen mentioned on more

than one occasion, and repeated it during her final days in the hospital, “If I

had been someone in the NEC of the AUUC who had received such a

telegram and then failed to get the medal, you can be sure there would have

been a lot of questions asked—in the embassy and elsewhere.” In retrospect

|

Helen was sorry she had not pursued the matter of the medal herself soon after

it was denied her, but personal and business problems at that time prompted

her to put it off. She had hoped some day to get to Moscow and enquire from

the Soviet Women’s Committee about the matter herself, even after she first

had cancer, but her final bout of illness thwarted her plan. But she was very

bitter that none of her one-time colleagues spoke up on her behalf and she

personally asked her children and me to make sure that all her friends knew
how she felt. Where and how was this to be done? Published in the Canadian

1 Tribune or the Ukrainian Canadian, perhaps?

Incidentally, why in your statement do you refer to the medal “she is

supposed to have received” rather than “was to have received.” Was this

calculated to still some doubt about it? To avoid any conclusion by readers

across Canada (and even more so abroad) that the NEC was in any way

confirming the fact that she had been awarded the medal but did not get it?

4. The same sort of innuendos and half truths abound throughout the state-

ment. I did not “throw in” the events in Czechoslovakia and the celebration of

the 100th anniversary of Lenin. I mentioned the former only in passing when I

said that “In her heart and mind Helen remained a Communist to her dying

day, even though she dropped her membership in the party some ten years

before—soon after the tragic events in Czechoslovakia in 1968,” and the latter

when I referred to the medal, which was awarded “on the occasion of the

cententary of Lenin’s birth.” (This, by the way, was the ploy used in the CP’s

I

statement—which did not even mention the medal. I had naively hoped that

perhaps the AUUC leadership was above this kind of dishonesty.)

In your eagerness to identify with the CP’s statement you also assert that

my remarks were intended to “whitewash” myself (the CP used the term

“refurbish his image”). Both statements make no sense whatsoever, even for

your purpose of finding yet another means of slandering me. If I am out to

i

“whitewash” myself or “refurbish my image,” who am I doing it for? When
and how was my image tarnished? From whose point of view? And how
would my remarks have brightened or whitened it?

5.

Another example where you calculatingly exploit the public’s ignorance
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of the facts is your reference to my eulogy at Tony Kay’s funeral. I

deliberately sent Peter Krawchuk the text of my remarks soon after the event

to refute the same kind of distortions that were being circulated at that time. In

spite of that your statement repeats them. In speaking of Tony’s boundless

energy right up to his final days, I said that

He did, of course, now and then, talk about his eventual retirement, but

wasn’t really ready for it. He was a man of too much energy to retire. So

when a few weeks ago he was told he would have to retire from his job

when he reached 65 this coming July, he took it quite hard. His mind, of

course, told him he would have to accept it, but apparently his heart could

not.

That older people get heart attacks on the eve of or soon after forced

retirement is an established medical fact. Only someone carrying on a vendetta

or with slander in mind could conclude from these remarks that I accused the

AUUC of “causing his death!”

You also seek to brand me with evasiveness and irresponsibility by taking

out of context and distorting my remarks that “I was told” and “I was so

informed.” The fact is that in each case I was told by the family what they

wanted me to say. But this did not and does not mean or imply that I don’t

stand by what I said. On the contrary, I take full responsibility for what I said.

I should add that what I said was considerably toned down from what I

personally would like to have said had it been in other than a public place.

Yes, on all counts yours is a paranoid statement. But this is not surprising. It

is born of the paranoia that characterizes the attitude of your committee (par-

ticularly three or four of its members) towards the Shevchenko Musical

Ensemble and the Guild. The fact is that there really is no valid reason for the

present impasse and inimical relations between the AUUC leadership and the

Ensemble.

How did matters reach such an impasse? Clearly, when the Ensemble and its

supporters voted by an overwhelming majority to become an independent

body, and could not be convinced otherwise, that was the time when the

AUUC leadership (no matter how they disagreed with it or did not like it)

should have taken a sober, mature and objective attitude and accepted the

reality of the situation, rather than say “they’re all out of step except us.” A
change had taken place and the wise course would have been to accept that

change and adapt to it. Had such a realistic and objective course been taken, a

modus vivendi could have been worked out between the organizations. They

could have existed separately as does the WBA and more recently the Senior

Citizens Club in Toronto, and forms of co-operation could have been found

and developed. Instead, a few individuals in the AUUC leadership (whose egos

would not permit them to back down) stubbornly insisted on retaining control

of the operation—or else. In so doing, they lost contact with several hundred
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second- and third-generation Ukrainian Canadians in Toronto, Hamilton and

the surrounding area. These several hundred people, by the way, were raised in

the AUUC milieu and always had and continue to have a friendly attitude

toward and great respect for the AUUC.
That is why it is an utter fabrication to say, as your statement does, that the

Guild leadership, from its earliest days, has been the source of “various gossip

and insinuations directed against the NEC, AUUC and the entire organization.”

This is simply not true. There were and are, of course, some sharp and bitter

criticisms of individual members of the NEC by individual Guild members

(which, incidentally, have been very much reciprocated). Even these were

existent in the earlier days in only a mild form but have grown and developed

chiefly as a result of the intransigence and hostile attitude of some of the NEC
members towards the Ensemble and their stubborn insistence that the

Ensemble must yield to their point of view. But there never was anything ex-

cept the warmest feeling and respect for the AUUC as a whole and a

continuing universal regret that close and friendly relations between the two

organizations do not exist. For a long time I personally had tried to get both

sides to reach some sort of compromise agreement but it eventually became

obvious that as far as some influential NEC members were concerned it was

“knuckle under” or else.

This stubbornness and intransigence by a few NEC members gradually de-

veloped into hostility and eventually into a paranoid attitude. They could not

transmit this hostility to all the rank-and-file members here in Toronto,

Hamilton and the surrounding area where the work of the Ensemble can be

seen first-hand, but they did succeed in alienating the members in Western

Canada by misrepresenting and distorting the aims and purposes and work of

the Ensemble—much as has been done in your statement about the memorial

meeting for Helen Weir. This hostility has been built up to a point where a

provincial secretary of the AUUC could tell a member of the Ensemble (an old

acquaintance from away back) that “you’re all a bunch of CIA agents!” And
the wife of an NEC member told Helen Weir to her face that “you people (in

the Ensemble) are worse than the Ukrainian nationalists!” Another person

closely associated with the leadership, speaking of Helen, was quoted as

saying, “She is not the same person ever since she went to the Party school in

Moscow.” (Which was not taken kindly by Helen when she heard of it, I can

tell you.)

All this, I repeat, stems from the fact that a few individuals in the NEC
insisted (and continue to insist) that only their way is right. Any suggestions,

of course, that perhaps there could be another way are unacceptable. Just as

any serious challenge or criticism of a chosen policy of the AUUC leadership

becomes heresy. (When, for example, was the last time that “Life and Word”
or the “UC” carried a letter to the editor critical of an AUUC policy or of

something written in the paper?) This attitude has been, and still is, all too
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prevalent in the Soviet Union, in most Communist Parties (including Canada’s)

and has spilled over into many of the organizations in which CP members play

the leading role. It is reflected in the CP’s statement about the memorial

meeting to Helen Weir, wherein my remarks, by some convoluted logic, are

branded as anti-Soviet, anti-Party and even anti-working-class! Viewed

historically this style or method of leadership is nothing new. It has developed

and has become characteristic of the Communist movement over the past few

decades and all of us at one time or another were (and some still are) guilty of

practising it. It is a continuation—in milder form, of course—of the methods

used by our one-time idol, “Uncle Joe,” who had the “advantage” of dealing

with those who disagreed with him (even mildly) not only by denouncing them

but by eliminating them physically. Eventually he too became paranoid about

anyone who did not accept his way. This is the logic of such an attitude.

While I, too, was once a practitioner (and sometimes a victim) of this

method of “leadership,” when I was a part of the “establishment” (by the way,

why are you people so afraid of that term?) I am happy to say, as did Helen

Weir, that I stopped being a docile conformist some time back. Perhaps that is

why I, like Helen, was for a time not fully accepted as part of the

“establishment” and eventually not at all. I think it wasn’t at all accidental that

after my return from Prague I was never invited officially by any AUUC
body—not even once—to discuss what kind of a role, if any, I might play

somewhere in the Ukrainian movement, after having served in it for most of

my life. Of course, I surmised that the fact that I had dropped my membership

in the Communist Party might have had something to do with it. Theoretically,

I know it ought not matter, but there is the practical side to consider, for it

could at times prove to be embarrassing. After all, how many ex-members of

the Party are there in the AUUC leadership? (Helen, too, was convinced that

her dropping out of the CP had much to do with the changed attitude towards

her—why there wasn’t the same warmth and sincerity—and the reason why

nobody took the trouble to intervene on her behalf about the medal. In this she

probably had a point.)

Despite these attitudes, throughout the 10 years since I returned from

Prague, I retained my membership in the AUUC with at least some equanimity

and satisfaction, in earlier years even with some hope that eventually it might

develop into something more substantial, until—as in the case of many other

members—the unreasonable and hostile attitude towards the Ensemble and the

Guild made my membership in the AUUC less than comfortable or pleasant.

Now, with the publication of your abusive and defamatory statement I find my
membership in the AUUC no longer compatible either with my principles or

my sense of personal dignity. And so, after being in the AUUC and its

predecessors for 53 years (I joined the Youth Section of the ULFTA in 1926

at age 13), a good many of those years in the leadership (I became national

secretary of the Youth Section in 1931), I have decided to discontinue my
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membership.

All of the above is solely by way of setting out some of my views and

feelings on record. Because I do hot believe that with the attitude currently

prevalent in your committee a dialogue that would lead to anything fruitful is

possible. I am not at all interested in receiving a reply.

With fond memories of one-time mutual respect and of pleasant associations

in days gone by, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

John Boyd.

cc.: To members of the CC and other former colleagues.

SOURCE: University of Toronto Archives. Not catalogued at the time the document

was consulted.

18. Just Another Case of Provocation

In 1973 the Ukrainian pro-communist organizations received a grant from

the Citizenship Branch of the Secretary of State toward the publication of

a history of their movement, which was to be completed by 1975. It had

not appeared by 1979, when a history of this same movement by the

present writer was published (see p. 394). Its appearance placed the

communist leaders in a rather embarrassing predicament. Not only did it

portray the Ukrainian communist leaders in somewhat unalluring colours,

but it raised aspects of the history of the Ukrainian pro-communist

movement that the leaders would rather forget. Any subsequent work on

the history of this movement could hardly ignore the issues raised. Their

reaction appeared in a vituperative attack on the author in their press.

History has fixed on its pages the facts about the way in which, in different

countries of the world, saboteurs have wormed their way into the ranks of the

workers’ and progressive movements to undermine and destroy them from

within. In the main, these were provocateurs who outwardly declared their

“revolutionariness,” their “loyalty” to the noble ideas of those movements.

They did so to gain the trust of the members and to attain leading positions, so

that later their acts of sabotage would be more venomous, more serious.

The Canadian movement too has known examples of such acts of sabotage

by the likes of Esselwein, Hladun, Sullivan and McManus.
The Ukrainian progressive movement in Canada, which dates its beginnings

from 1906, has also known quite a few saboteurs who tried by various means,

often the most disgusting and dirtiest, to destroy it or at least seriously to

undermine it. The graves of those saboteurs have long been overgrown with

weeds, but the Ukrainian progressive movement lives on, develops, carries on

great community and cultural-educational activity for the benefit of Canada
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and its people.

There are different categories of saboteur in the workers’ and progressive

movements—those who are sent by the authority of the wealthy and police

administrations (paid agents), or those who through personal ambition

degenerate into destroyers of that which they themselves at one time initiated

and built. The latter, having set out on the path of the saboteur, methodically

changed from malcontents into mortal enemies, informers and police agents.

Very often such types, being in the leadership of the workers’ or progressive

organizations, adopted provocative, methods, very often under the guise of

“revolutionariness,” to discredit their aims and programs.

For example, one of the initiators of the Ukrainian socialist movement in

Canada, Pavlo Krat [Paul Crath], did not stint on the vilest epithets for his

enemies in his speeches. He took off his shoes and struck the portrait of the

Russian tsar with them. Later, however, when he became a renegade and a

Presbyterian preacher, he concocted filthy slanders against the Ukrainian

progressive movement

Thus Pavlo Krat was the first who took the way of the saboteur. . . . Later

he was foilwed by Vasyl Holovatsky, Myroslav Stechyshyn and Danilo Lobai

with Toma Kobzey. These were those who at different times occupied

responsible positions in the Ukrainian progressive movement and its press.

Later they all became either overt police informers or police witnesses. They

all rolled into the nationalist filth.

But in the Ukrainian progressive movement there have also been saboteurs

of a lesser calibre, though equally as vile as those who had held responsible

positions. Let us at least recall Vaskan, Tatko, Kushnir, Kozlovsky, Stotsky,

Ivanyshyn and Mikhailiuk. There were even lesser ones than that, for the

labour movement is not ensured against the eventuality that spies,

provocateurs, informers and the ambitious worm their way, or be sent, into its

ranks

That is why no “sensation” was caused when the name of John Kolasky, a

former member of the Communist Party of Canada and the Association of

United Ukrainian Canadians, appeared in the skyline of renegades, saboteurs

and the ambitious. In brief, one more person was added to the list of saboteurs

in the Ukrainian progressive movement.

Though he came from a working-class family, as is known, Kolasky in his

student years whirled about in a pro-nationalist environment in Western

Canada (Saskatoon), was fascinated by Drahomanov’s ideas and grew close to

the organization, “Defense of Ukraine,” which was then headed by Myroslav

Sichinsky.

During the Second World War, when Sichinsky took a position for friendly

relations with the Soviet Union, Kolasky too changed his signposts. He joined

the Ukrainian progressive movement, and in the same period joined the

Communist Party of Canada, in which he began to show “uncommon activity,”
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especially in the distribution of communist literature. He was “filled” with

communist ideas to the point of fanaticism. It was often necessary to warn him

that with his fanaticism he was discrediting communist ideas and antagonizing

people, but he was intractable.

He very much wanted to “deepen” his socio-political knowledge, so he

decided to go to Kiev to study as a scholarship student with the Ukrainian

Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries. But he often skipped

classes and disappeared from Kiev, surfacing now in Lviv, now in Odessa,*

and established contacts with the dissatisfied elements, so-called dissidents,

who like himself, rolled into the nationalist filth.

Having received various “sensational” materials from those malcontents, he

tried to smuggle them out across the ocean, using for this purpose innocent,

honest people who were thereby caused embarrassment when they crossed the

Soviet border. He asked them to take “souvenirs” to Canada for his relatives

and friends, into which he sealed those “dissident” materials from the likes of

Karavansky.

Understandably, for this he was brought in for questioning before the

responsible Soviet authorities, during which he probably namedf the people

from whom he had gotten those materials. After that he was asked to quit the

territory of Soviet Ukraine.

Upon returning to Canada, he began to seek “sympathy” among various

honourable people, but they invited him to leave their homes or offices,

because a person who behaved so improperly, who put innocent people in

awkward positions and betrayed their trust, has earned no respect for himself.

He was rejected like a dirty rag by the Ukrainian progressive movement.

Joseph Holosko, who led a delegation of the Association of United

Ukrainian Canadians to Soviet Ukraine, and to whom Kolasky gave

“souvenirs” with “dissident” materials sealed inside to take to Canada, laid a

charge against him for deception and betrayal of trust to the National

Executive Committee of the AUUC. After examining the charge, the NEC of

the AUUC decided at its meeting that his further presence in the ranks of that

organization was incompatible with its aims and objectives.**

After that he began to let himself go. Interviews appeared in the

arch-reactionary newspaper The Telegram. The nationalist papers welcomed
him enthusiastically into their embrace, and began to devote entire pages to his

slanders (UNO Melnykite Novyi Shliakh [The New Pathway]). True, the

* A foreign student could not “skip classes” nor could he “disappear from Kiev, surfacing now in

Lviv, now in Odessa.” A foreign student in Kiev was given an internal passport valid only in Kiev.

He could only travel outside Kiev by special police permission.

t Neither the dissidents who have come to Canada from Ukraine nor those who are still in Ukraine

have ever accused him of “naming” anyone.

** He returned to Canada in August 1965 but was expelled from the AUUC on 21 May 1968, two

months after his first book, Education in Soviet Ukraine, was published and almost three years after

returning from Ukraine.
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Banderites took another, more cautious, position. The Banderite newspaper

Homin (Echo) even warned against believing him because, it said, “He has

been secretly sent.”

But Kolasky began to strive for Banderite recognition and blessings. And
after he put out his first anti-Soviet diatribe the Banderites greeted him with

open arms, and what is more, at one banquet even seated him at the head table

cheek to jowl with Stetsko, “Premier” of the comic-opera “government” which

was announced in Lviv after the Hitlerites took the city in June, 1941

So, after Kolasky had sat beside Stetsko and his wife Slava, he became a

“persona grata” in the eyes of the Banderites—their darling. They began to

fuss over him, as they now fuss over Yalentyn Moroz who, as a personality, is

already eclipsing Kolasky. They took him into their armoury. Other nationalist

groupings, though they did not withdraw from him entirely, treated him with

some measure of aloofness.

After his first anti-Soviet book, a second appeared, and even a third (cheap

jokes), for he had found wealthy “friends” who are not stingy when they can

see political advantages for themselves.

And now, just recently, has appeared his fourth book
—

“The Shattered

Illusion.” He subtitled it “The History of Ukrainian Pro-Communist

Organizations in Canada.” It was directed against the Ukrainian progressive

movement, and especially against the people who lead it. Its goal is

obvious—to undermine among the members and supporters faith in the

Ukrainian progressive organizations, and especially their leaders. The method

is not new. It is already timeworn. It was taken up by the Krats, Stechyshyns,

Lobais, Kobzeys, Stotskys and Hladuns

Kolasky would have his readers understand that the Ukrainian progressive

movement has become “disillusioned” with Soviet Ukraine (whence the title of

this terrible book)

In his vile “opus,” Kolasky makes various insinuations, raises suspicions,

and casts aspersions on individuals, particularly those who lead the Ukrainian

progressive movement in Canada. He knows that the blackening of individuals

is very readily accepted by the uncritical bourgeois public. Gossip spreads

rapidly. Obviously he is counting on this.

But he expects too much of his foul slanders. His wealthy “patrons” also

expect too much of them. The Ukrainian people have very wise sayings for

such events: “Lies have short legs” and “You can travel around the world on

lies, but you cannot return— ”

It is said that Kolasky, having written this diatribe, presented it as a

dissertation for a scientific degree. Entirely justly, however, those who became

acquainted with this scribbling rejected it as untalented writing unsuitable even

for discussion by scientists. He wanted very much to publish it as a historical

treatise in the hope that he would be awarded a doctorate for it. And he very

much wants to show off a “title” among his Banderite, made-in-Munich,
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doctors.

Why, the poor wretch has again been left without a “title,” a common
teacher. But perhaps he has not lost hope that the Munich “Free University”

will, after all, grant him a “name,” because it has done so for various

nationalist libellers for even more despicable “dissertations.”

In fact, ever greater numbers of researchers, particularly Ukrainian students,

are becoming interested in the history of the Ukrainian progressive movement.

Individual works (long articles and pamphlets) have already appeared on this

topic, and though they do not always do so truly and accurately, nevertheless

they try to fix its place in the history of the Canadian social and public life.

Such researchers consider facts, analyze them, and draw conclusions, though

as has been said, not always successfully or correctly. One can argue

reasonably with them. But with such as Kolasky and his scribblings it is un-

necessary, and a waste of time, to argue. With slanders of the Kolasky sort,

one does not enter into polemics—one exposes them and condemns them.

The history of the Ukrainian progressive movement will be written by

authoritative people—extensively and objectively. It will reflect its periods of

development and make a proper evaluation of its successes and the failures

which were also part of its course. There were also serious errors, which were

never covered up but, on the contrary, reported both in the progressive press

and, particularly, in reports to national conventions. That history will also

elucidate and document the efforts of various saboteurs-provocateurs, police

agents, malcontents and self seekers to undermine and destroy the Ukrainian

progressive movement. Among them, of course, Kolasky will find his spot.

In the book it will be shown that all these attacks, denunciations, police

raids and bannings were unable to destroy this fortress which, through the

years from 1906, thousands upon thousands of honest workers, farmers and

intellectuals from sea to sea built with their physical work, intelligence and

their generous contributions.

Every time there was an attack or a flood of slanders, their members and

friends grouped themselves around their Ukrainian progressive organizations

and defended them against the vicious scoundrels. That alone was, is and will

be the strength of the Ukrainian progressive movement in Canada.

SOURCE: The Ukrainian Canadian, November 1979.
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There were even fewer editorial comments on international affairs in the

Ukrainian pro-communist press after the Second World War. Those that

appeared were generally translations from the Soviet or other press

services. Below are some of the original, more interesting and significant

editorials, comments and reports that appeared.

1. Tito is a Franco

On 28 June 1948 the Yugoslav Communist Party was expelled from the

Cominform (Communist Information Bureau), a co-ordinating body of the

leading communist parties of Europe formed in September 1947. A
campaign of vilification of Tito by the communists ensued. The Ukrainian

pro-communist press joined the attack with the following editorial.

For a long time the fascist, Broz-Tito, tried to hide his betrayal. He even de-

clared himself “the only real communist.” Out of practical considerations his

American masters also spoke of Tito as if he was a “communist.” They hoped

that as a result of such “tactics,” that is to say, be “communists” but be against

the Soviet Union, other communists, especially in the Far East, would follow.

But the tactics of the imperialists failed miserably. Communists throughout

the world knew very well that he who went into the service of Wall Street

cannot be a communist, but can only be a traitor.

Meantime Wall Street gave the “communist” Tito, millions of dollars. Tito,

meanwhile, allowed the American imperialists to build military bases in

Yugoslavia for an attack on the USSR.
In time the Washington masters of Tito ordered him to remove the mask

and take an open stand on the side of imperialism. And Tito hurried to carry

out the order. Having released all war criminals (about 12,000) and jailed an

appropriate number of Yugoslav patriots, the fascist, Tito, openly declared that

his “friends” are the western imperialists and his enemies—the Soviet Union,

People’s China, the people’s democracies of Europe, Korea and all the peoples

of Asia who are fighting for freedom.
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Is it necessary to provide proof that Tito is a fascist dictator and hangman,

the Francisco Franco of Yugoslavia? Can these satraps of the new pretenders

to world hegemony, Tito and Franco, end up otherwise than ended up their

ideological parents, Hitler and Mussolini?

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 11 January 1951.

2. Enemies of the People Sentenced

When a number of prominent party and state functionaries in

Czechoslovakia were sentenced, some to death, a Ukrainian pro-communist

editor accepted the reported “confessions ,” as he had always done in such

cases, and underlined that most of the accused were Jews.

On Thursday, 27 November, the Czechoslovak court in Prague examined the

case of fourteen conspirators and traitors of the people and the state and

sentenced eleven to death and three to life imprisonment.

Sentenced to death are Rudolph Slansky, a former general secretary of the

party and Vlado dementis, the former minister of foreign affairs Among
those sentenced to death, only three, dementis, Swab and Frank, are not

Jews

Slansky announced at the trial that he was “a person with a double political

face,” served the enemies for twenty-five years and “in fact had never been a

communist.”

dementis . . . announced that he “had always been a reactionary” and a

conspirator and, together with Slansky, an agent of John Foster Dulles.

Geminder, Gaidza and Simon spied and conspired. Fresko admitted that he

hindered the programme of expanding heavy industry. Margolius and Fishl

plundered the Czech economy and commerce. Sling admitted to conspiracy,

espionage, sabotage and treason. Loebl sold Czech products to Western

countries for less than to the Soviet Union. General Reisin admitted that he

placed zionist agents in high posts and delivered military information to

American agents.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Slovo, 3 December 1952.



438 The Second World War and After

3. AUUC Condemns Dief’s Slanders

When Prime Minister John Diefenbaker raised the question of the colonial

status of Ukraine in the United Nations Assembly on 26 September 1960,

the NEC of the AUUC condemned his stand in a letter to him.

Right Honourable Sir:

As Canadians of Ukrainian descent, we are especially concerned with your

propaganda attack on the country of our people’s origin. Your propaganda

label of colonialism against Ukraine, which is a sovereign state and a fellow

charter member with Canada of the United Nations Organization, and your

implication of the need for so-called liberation of Ukraine, not only

misrepresents the facts of history in this case, but serves to perpetuate a

dangerous and completely irresponsible cold war slander

The propaganda of Ukrainian “freedom” and “liberation” which you echoed

in the UN General Assembly, is the invention of a small and irresponsible ele-

ment in this country—not a few of whom were Nazi collaborators in the

Second World War—and who dream of counter-revolution in their old

homeland by means of foreign military intervention.

The Canadian people have no quarrel with Ukraine, and they respect the

right of the Ukrainian people, as they do of all others, to choose their own
way of life.

Your speech reflected the exactly opposite position. The cause of peace can-

not be served by raising the false issues of Ukrainian “colonialism” and

“liberation”, the only purpose of which is to foment and encourage futile cold

war propaganda and a climate of hostility to another people

SOURCE: The Ukrainian Canadian, 15 October 1960.

4. The Closing of Berlin’s Borders

Large numbers of Germans were fleeing from East to West Germany. In

July 1961 alone the number was estimated at 30,000. To stop this flow, the

East German authorities sealed the border between East and West Berlin

on 13 August and began construction of the Berlin Wall. A Ukrainian

communist editor undertook to explain the action.

The government of East Germany, the German Democratic Republic, halted

on 13 August the free uncontrolled crossing from East Berlin to West Berlin

and vice versa, and by this placed a significant obstacle in the penetration of

various criminal elements, subversives and saboteurs from West to East Berlin

for various acts of sabotage.
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Various subversive acts of West German agents and saboteurs . . . were

calculated to weaken the country, to make it an easier prey for German

militarists and revanchists from West Germany, and then to prepare the ground

for a further advance against other socialist countries. Thus the halting of

uncontrolled crossing from West to East Berlin, and with it to East Germany

and to other socialist countries is a blow against the plans of the German

instigators of war

SOURCE: Ukrainske Slovo, 23 August 1961.

5. Democratization

The year 1968 began in Europe with a growing ferment and

long-suppressed revolt, especially by intellectuals and the younger genera-

tion which had grown up under communist rule. In Czechoslovakia it

resulted in the introduction of liberal reforms after Antonin Novotny, a

hated Stalinist, was replaced by Aleksander Dubcek as first secretary of

the Communist Party. The Ukrainian communist leaders in Canada

welcomed the changes and the pro-communist press hailed the new course.

Lately a very rapid process of democratization of all aspects of life has been

proceeding in Czechoslovakia under a new party leadership. A. Novotny, who
was earlier removed from the post of general secretary of the Communist Party

on the demand of party committees, has also been removed from the post of

president of Czechoslovakia. The “hardline” leaders (they call them Stalinists)

are being ousted or they resign.

There is a demand to end censorship. In addition there is a demand that

parliament become the highest legislative body with the power to oust a

government if it loses the confidence of parliament. There is also a demand to

revive the socialist (not class) opposition in parliament since the Communist

Party of Czechoslovakia is composed of two parties—the communist and the

socialist.

It appears that of all socialist countries, democratization of all aspects of life

is proceeding most rapidly in Czechoslovakia.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 1 April 1968.
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6. Normalization in Czechoslovakia

The invasion of Czechoslovakia shocked the Ukrainian communist leaders.

The Soviet-Czech treaty of 16 October 1968, by which the Warsaw Pact

troops were to be withdrawn and normal conditions restored, left them

unconvinced of the correctness of Soviet policies toward Czechoslovakia.

However, they did not wish to antagonize the Soviet authorities.

Consequently they were very careful about expressing their dissatisfaction,

as is clear in the following editorial.

Since 20 August of this year, when the armed forces of five countries of the

Warsaw Pact entered Czechoslovakia, the progressive community of the world

has been disturbed by a number of questions to which some give one answer

and others another. The most important are the following:

Was a counter-revolutionary situation created in Czechoslovakia as a result

of a the post-January reforms and was the intrusion of the armed forces of the

Warsaw Pact countries justified?

What is meant by the term “normalization of the situation” in

Czechoslovakia?

As to the first question, some declare that in Czechoslovakia a

counter-revolutionary situation had really developed which became a direct

threat to the socialist order and consequently, intervention by the Warsaw Pact

countries was fully justified because there was no alternative to save socialism

in Czechoslovakia. Others declare that although anti- socialist and anti-Soviet

elements became active there and seized the means of mass communication

(press, radio, TV) and developed a campaign of “moral terror” against the

party leadership, the party and other socialist countries, there was no

revolutionary situation in the “classical sense” (armed uprising as in Hungary

in 1956). There was an abnormal situation but the reforms were carried out

under the leadership of the party which numbered 1,600,000 members and

which had well-organized armed forces and a trade-union movement with 5

million members.

The question arises: why did the party not use this force to quell the clearly

anti-socialist counter-revolutionary elements?

There is another opinion on Czechoslovakia. There was really a

counter-revolutionary situation in Czechoslovakia, but of a special type,

unknown in the history of the working class, of moral terror against the party

leadership, against the party itself and against the socialist system. If the party

had used all its forces for the quelling of the anti- socialist elements,

intervention would not have been necessary.

Someone is to blame that abnormal conditions were created in

Czechoslovakia and should pay for this. Someone is even more to blame that

after 20 August Czechoslovak events led to the splitting of the international

communist movement creating the possibility for enemies to unfold a most
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violently slanderous campaign against the USSR and all socialist countries.

As to the second question, the normalization of the situation in

Czechoslovakia can only mean the strengthening of the leading role of the

party, the consolidation of the socialist system and the quelling by force, if

necessary, of all counter-revolutionary elements regardless of the mask under

which they operated (“humanism,” “democracy,” etc.). Normalization also

means the evacuation from Czechoslovakian territory of all forces of the

Warsaw Pact countries—to the last man.

The situation in Czechoslovakia is being normalized

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 25 November 1968.

7. Luis Corvalan is Freed and has Arrived in Moscow

Although it was common knowledge that Luis Corvalan was exchanged for

Vladimir Bukovsky, a Russian dissident confined to prisons and

forced-labour camps, the Ukrainian communist editors did not hesitate to

publish the following Soviet radio report on the release of Corvalan.

The General Secretary of the Communist Party of Chile, Luis Corvalan, was

released on 17 December by the authorities in Chile through the pressure of

public opinion. He was deported from the country and the Soviet government

provided the leader of the Chilean communists the opportunity to come to the

Soviet Union

Luis Corvalan, an outstanding leader of the international communist

movement, was unlawfully arrested and spent over three years in the prisons

and concentration camps of the Chilean regime.

The nations of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, international

organizations and the progressive community of the world organized a broad

movement of solidarity with the Chilean democrats. The release of Luis

Corvalan is an important victory for the democratic forces of the world.

SOURCE : Zhyttia i Slovo, 27 December 1976.

8. Court Cases in the USSR

On 15 March 1977 the mathematician and computer scientist Anatoly

Shcharansky, a leading Jewish activist, was arrested in Moscow.
Shcharansky, who was quite fluent in English, was a member of the

Helsinki Monitoring Group, had acted on behalf of others and had spoken

to foreign journalists on Jewish activities. He was held incommunicado
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until 10 July 1978, when he was tried and sentenced. On 11 February

1986 he was exchanged for Soviet and other nationals who were serving

sentences for espionage in the West. The Ukrainian pro-communist paper,

which did not comment on arrests or imprisonment of dissidents in the

USSR, reprinted the following Soviet radio broadcast on Shcharansky.

The Supreme Court of the Russian Federation sentenced Anatoly

Shcharansky to thirteen years imprisonment for espionage and anti-Soviet

agitation and propaganda.

He worked for one of the Western intelligence services. He passed to agents

information on defence industries and letters which were sent abroad through

diplomatic mail.

Shcharansky fabricated malicious libels in which he slandered the Soviet

system. He wrote slanderous letters and statements, signing them with the

names of people who were unaware of it.

Shcharansky received generous financial rewards from abroad

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 24 July 1978.

9. An Open Letter to Lech

When Lech Walesa, the leader of Solidarity, the Polish workers’ opposition

movement, received the Nobel Peace Prize, he donated the money to the

church to be used for assistance to agriculture and the gold medal to the

Museum of the Holy Virgin in Czestochowa. The Ukrainian pro-communist

paper, avowedly a workers’ organ, published the following open letter to

Lech Walesa.

Dear Lech: I am writing an open letter not because of malice but because I

have nothing to hide. Besides, no one reads a personal letter except the RCMP.
I like you for at least one thing—you are open. You frankly announced

when you were a guest of your countryman, John-Paul II, that during your life

you had not read even one book. Not every person can boast so openly.

You also openly announced that you like Reagan, and especially his smile

(Americans call it a sneer and not a smile). Not every person can express his

deep emotions so openly. You and Reagan have one common
characteristic—you both like strikes in Poland.

Not long after your release from internment you sent a letter of thanks to

your supporters in West Germany in which you openly announced that

Germans and Poles both know of the horrors of war. Not every person can

reveal so openly such mocking ignorance.

Lech, do you not know that it was the Hitler barbarians that caused those

horrors when they seized Poland, and England and France refused to come to
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her aid? It is true, you have not read even one book, but perhaps you have

heard from someone how the German fascists mistreated the Polish people, the

cruelties they perpetrated in Poland. Or perhaps you have not heard of

Buchenwald, Auschwitz, Katyn?

You know Lech, when I think of you, I am reminded of another “hero” who
attacked his country. When he came to the U.S.A he also openly announced

that America fought on the wrong side in the last world war. His

announcement was his payment for the Nobel prize. But Solzhenitsyn not only

read books, he also wrote them. In his opinion Hitler was right (for this line

they placed over 3.5 million dollars in a Swiss bank). Since your line

coincides with his, tell us openly whether there are not any pennies at your

disposal in one of the Bonn banks.

It was interesting to note how you again refused to reply to the question:

Where did the money disappear from the cash box of Solidarity? I knew you

would not allow yourself to be caught in embarrassing admissions. You
certainly reached some practical conclusions after you spoke openly of your

plans to overthrow the government at a secret meeting of Solidarity.

One more thing, Lech. Do you know what is the easiest way to get your job

back? Apply to your friend, Reagan. He will immediately raise this question as

a matter of human rights. The fact that there are over 12 million unemployed

in the United States will not matter. I think Trudeau will support him. Only do

not make a mistake, Lech. When you apply to Reagan do not mention the

12,000 flight dispatchers in the airports of the U.S.A. whom he dismissed from

work and denied government employment for life because they went on strike.

You know, Lech, Reagan is also open. I am certain he will declare a trade

embargo against Poland because you are unemployed. Only one thing can

interfere. It is that debt of $23 billion. A boycott can stop the repayment of

this debt on time. If it was not for the cursed dollar, Reagan would also fight

heroically for “human rights” in your case. In addition, not all his European

partners like an embargo. This Reagan sport is not very popular in Europe.

I am ending my open letter, Lech, because I do not know how much you

will be able to read. My advice to you—do not treat reading lightly.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 14 February 1983.

10. And They Call this “Introducing Democracy” in Grenada

On 19 October 1983 Maurice Bishop, prime minister of the left-wing

government in Grenada, an island in the Caribbean, was killed by

hard-line Marxists who seized power. The coup was apparently

masterminded by Russians and Cubans when Bishop began planning an

election. The event caused considerable anxiety in the Caribbean
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community. On 25 October, forces of the United States and six Caribbean

nations invaded the island. They found 6 warehouses of Soviet arms and

ammunition, 30 Soviet and 22 Cuban military advisors and a combat force

of Cubans which resisted the invasion. The rebel leaders were arrested, the

Cuban forces subdued and order restored. On 15 December the American

troops withdrew from the island. A month after the withdrawal the

Ukrainian pro-communist paper published the following news item.

The American aggressors are continuing their drive against the local

progressive population. They are arresting people and incarcerating them in

prisons. The Austrian paper, Volksstimme, reports this.

The leaders of the former Grenadian government are in prison; they are

beaten; they are being grossly mistreated.

The American intruders, according to the article in Volksstimme, are unable

to quell the opposition of the people. They are not successful in erasing from

the memories of the people the period of progressive development of the

country under the government of Maurice Bishop* and in finding the neces-

sary number of traitors.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 16 January 1984.

* It was precisely those who had killed Bishop that were arrested. A poll conducted by CBS News

on 3 November revealed that the overwhelming majority of Grenadians welcomed the invasion.
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Signs of decline in the Ukrainian pro-communist organizations began to

appear shortly after the end of the war when the euphoria generated by

Soviet victories began to dissipate. The defection of Igor Gouzenko, the

revelation of the spy network, the arrest and conviction of Fred Rose, the

lone communist M.P., the cold war, the post-war economic prosperity, the

relative security acquired by the mass of the membership, the influx of the

displaced persons and the disillusionment of many with conditions in

Soviet Ukraine were all contributing factors. The trend of decline was al-

ready quite apparent by the beginning of the 1950s.

1. Influence of Prosperity

In the struggle for the strengthening of our organization one should bear in

mind those changes which have taken place in the social status of a significant

section of our membership during the war and the post-war years regarding

their prosperity. The changes are characterized by the improvement of the

material status, in certain cases even significant improvements. This gave birth

to quite a few illusions in the minds of a certain section of our membership,

which divert them from organizational life and instead draw them to “some-

thing” else which is alien to their interests, although, evidently, they do not see

this

P. Prokopchak, Za myr i prohres, na zakhyst kanadskoi nezalezhnosti [For

Peace and Progress, For the Defense of Canadian Independence], (Toronto:

Tovarystvo Obiednanykh Ukrainskykh Kanadtsiv, 1954), 39.

SOURCE:
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2. General Internal Condition of the Organization

The general condition of the organization is characterized by the relative old

age of the membership, and with this, naturally, a diminution of vigour, in cer-

tain cases even apathy, and from the point of view of energy, with smaller

possibilities of carrying out tasks which face the organization. Our organization

is good, stable and principled; it stands solidly on the progressive path chosen

by itself from its very inception in 1918 of serving the people. But in recent

years it has begun to feel a decline of energy and the dulling of ardour

The younger sector is not made up of large numbers and is organizationally

weak

The gap in the numerical proportions ... in the organization between these

two sectors is a serious drawback in the development of our many-sided

activities. Various “theories,” complaints and even disappointments with the

young generation and in some cases with the organization emerge. On the one

hand there is a growing tendency to regard the younger generation as unsuited

for the organization and, on the other hand, to regard the organization as

unsuitable for the younger generation of Canadian-born. Among the latter

some declare that the organization “has outlived itself’ and is no longer suit-

able for the needs of “a Canadian.” They say that it was suitable and is still

perhaps suitable for the European-born, who “are more interested in Ukraine,”

but it does not suit the interests of the Canadian-born, who approach matters

from a “Canadian point of view” and “are more interested in Canada ”

With general changes . . . changes have also taken place in ourselves. We
have also become different. . . . Our material condition, generally speaking, is

not what it was; it is better. Here I do not have in mind the material condition

of our organization, but the material condition of the membership and the mass

among which we happen to work. That is fine. Not so good is the fact that

some have become so engrossed in it that they have forgotten about the

struggle that is being conducted and have lost touch with the movement which

is fighting so that the old “hungry and cold times” may not return; that life not

become more difficult but better; that there be peace among nations, mutual

respect, mutual understanding and co-operation

SOURCE: P. Prokopchak, Narady i Ukhvaly (Vosmoho Zizdu 23-26 sichnia 1958),

39-44.
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3. The Economic Situation and Further Organizational Work

Basically, it is in order to affirm that just as in the conditions of life of the

Canadian people ... so in our organization great changes have taken place. The

basis of these changes lie in the changes in the economic and political

conditions of the country which Canada has experienced for about twenty

years, mainly since the outbreak of the Second World War
This pertains to the changes which have transpired in regard to the condition

of our organization and its activities. But here we wish to indicate another

aspect of this process, namely the economic changes of whole regions, the de-

velopment of some and the decline of others, which has a relation to our

organization. In connection with this . . . there was the migration of people,

their flight, especially the youth, from farming localities to industrial cities,

from coal mining areas ... of Alberta, British Columbia and Nova Scotia, from

the north, especially from cities and towns which were developing and thriving

basically on the work of miners who mined gold, and those who worked in the

lumber industries

In these branches of industry workers of various nationalities were

employed, but relatively speaking Ukrainians formed the largest group. Their

transmigration and the flight of the youth from these localities had a serious

effect on our organization. In some it ceased to exist completely, in some only

a few members remained, in others, where there is a group of people, it is

existing

SOURCE: P. Prokop, Narady i Ukhvaly (Desiatoho Zizdu 2-5 lypnia 1962), (Toronto,

1962), 67-8.

4. Decline in Enrollment

In the area of new membership enrollment since the last convention, we
must report a serious slowdown in comparison to the period between the tenth

and eleventh Conventions—this comparison shows a drop of over 50 per cent

in the rate of influx of new members. And this drop took place all down the

line encompassing all our branches and clubs from pioneers to children. A
slowdown of the rate of enrollment in the Ukrainian-speaking section is

understandable . . . however, and this is the alarming fact—the largest drops in

the rate of recruitment occurred precisely there where the opposite should be

the case—in the Youth Division, where we recorded 59 new members as

compared to the 131 reported to our last convention; and in the Junior Section,

where we gained 65 new members as compared to 266 previously.

Not only that—we have lost a number of Youth Clubs and potential Junior

Clubs. In Lachine, Oshawa, Hamilton, Calgary and Vancouver our Youth
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Clubs are, if functioning at all, having serious difficulties. And an important

part of that big increase of 634 new members reported to our convention two

years ago was made up of 266 new Junior members. In this figure of 266 we
had 143 new Junior Section membership registrations in six new
localities—six localities where we had no Junior Sections previous to the last

convention and where we must report to you, we still do not have Junior

Sections.

SOURCE: W. Harasym, Narady i Ukhvaly (Dvanadtsiatoho Zizdu 19-23 bereznia

1966), 76-7.

5. The Organization’s Declining Strength

When we consider the other side . . . namely the matter of strengthening the

organization, we cannot boast of great success. During the Jubilee

year . . . ninety-eight new members joined the AUUC. This number is twice as

large as the number of new members in 1969, when forty-eight new members

joined. Thus during the jubilee and last year nearly 150 new members joined

the AUUC. This addition cannot be regarded as satisfactory. When it is

compared with the trend of natural loss of members through death and, in cer-

tain individual cases, from causes of old age and illness and in other cases

from unrevealed causes, then this addition does not justify the conclusion that

the organization grew and became stronger. We cannot seriously speak of

stabilization and balance. Rather it is correct to indicate a constant active

tendency of imbalance against growth, in other words, against the numerical

strengthening of the organization which, in turn, reveals a tendency to the

physical weakening of the organization.

It is necessary to indicate that the tendency to the numerical decrease in our

organization is not new We will also touch very briefly on a generally

widespread uneasiness which is often expressed through questions such as:

How long will our organization continue to exist! What are its prospects or

has it any prospects whatsoever for further work! Is it needed, and so on.

These questions exist in the ranks of the older as well as the younger

generation

In touching on this question it must be said that the general condition in this

respect is not such as would make it possible to rejoice. In a number of

localities there have been changes for the worse. The general result of these

changes is such that in a number of branches even the lowered quotas for the

organizational fund are not fulfilled. By the way, in spite of the increase in the

costs of conducting organizational activities in conditions of existing inflation

in the country, the general quotas in the campaigns both for the NEC and for

the provincial committees were decreased With this we wish to make it
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known that the general inflow of organizational funds in the campaigns for the

work of the CEC and the provincial committees has diminished and there are

no prospects for increasing them

SOURCE: P. Prokopchak, Narady i Ukhvaly (Chotyrnadtsiatoho Zizdu 5-8 bereznia

1970), 45-6, 55-6.

6. RCMP Charge Five in $100,000 Lottery

One of the problems facing the AUUC was financial. The association ob-

tained part of the necessary funds to carry on its activities from annual

organizational campaigns in which donations were solicited and from an

annual lottery, for which tickets were sold by members throughout Canada.

In 1964 the lottery was stopped through police intervention, increasing the

financial problems of the association and hastening its decline.

A lottery investigation instigated by the RCMP has led to charges against

five Toronto executives of a Ukrainian organization.

The lottery tickets were sold through chapters of the Association of United

Ukrainian Canadians from Vancouver to Montreal. They were printed in

Toronto by the AUUC head office. Stubs seized by provincial police

anti-gambling squad officers late last month represented sales of nearly

$ 100 ,000 .

Charged under Section 179(l)(d) of the Criminal Code with managing a

lottery are:

Michael Korol, 52, AUUC president; Peter Prokop, 60, secretary; Stanley

Dobrowolsky, 47, recording secretary; William Harasym, 37, assistant

secretary; and John Boychuk, 65, treasurer. Harasym and Boychuk are also

charged with conducting a lottery.

The tickets offered five prizes. The top was a $1,000 Canada Savings Bond
or a trip to Europe. The fifth was a $50 Canada Savings Bond. The tickets

sold for 50 cents or three for $1, and the AUUC netted $5 on each book of 18

tickets sold.

The anti-gambling squad went into the investigation on a complaint from the

RCMP.* Squad officers and Oakville police raided the Taras H. Shevchenko

Museum and Memorial Park near Palermo after the draw was made 28 June

and seized the tickets

SOURCE: Globe and Mail, 15 July 1964.

* According to unconfirmed reports the RCMP became aware of the raffle and took action after a

member of the AUUC in Vancouver attempted to sell a ticket to a stranger who happened to be an

RCMP officer.



450 The Second World War and After

7.

Urgent Appeal for Funds

The report given at a meeting of all executives showed that we face a

serious financial situation in payment of expenses of our cultural centre and

activities. The council treasury is empty. Many unpaid bills. Tax alone is over

$6 ,000 .

To the end of August we expect a maximum income from rents of $3,000

while expenses will be over $10,000. This means that an additional revenue of

$7,000 is urgently needed.

We are conducting an organizational fund campaign for this purpose and

appeal for help. . .

.

Toronto Council AUUC & WBA
300 Bathurst St., Toronto.

SOURCE: Copies of the Appeal were mailed to members in May 1970 by the

Toronto branch of the AUUC.

8.

Lack of Cadres in Ukrainian-speaking Branches

We cannot leave this part of our report without touching on a serious prob-

lem of the lack of executive and administrative cadres within our

Ukrainian-speaking branches. This problem is brought on by advancing age

and the limitations that come with this process. These branches, which make

up four-fifths of our total membership, still constitute the financial and

organizational base of our organization

SOURCE: William Harasym, Narady i Ukhvaly (Trydtsiat Tretoho Zizdu Toronto

27-28 liutoho i 1-2 bereznia 1975), 41.

9.

Dire Situation in British Columbia

Physical state of the organization in BC: functioning branches (Revelstoke,

Vernon, Victoria, Haney, Richmond, New Westminster, Vancouver) men’s,

women’s and English speaking, 2 branches lost since 32 convention

(Beaconsfield, Port Albemi). Average age of membership—73-74.

Composition of some branches is such that there are grave doubts that these

branches will be around next convention (Haney, Revelstoke, Victoria). With

the exception of English speaking branches, 3 members in New Westminster, 2

in Haney, a few in Vernon (no more than 30 altogether) all members are

pensioners. This is a matter of grave concern to me and to those members of
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the Provincial Executive who are aware of the situation*

SOURCE: John Chitrenky, ibid., 49.

10. Problems of the AUUC in Manitoba

Unfortunately many younger people come to practices of the dance group

and the orchestra but when it comes to merging in the organizational life, a

prejudice emerges.

In this organizationally uninformed sector, elements hostile to our movement

and our organization are successful in conducting various campaigns against

our organization and our leadership. They spread various false rumours that

there are conflicts between the older and younger sectors causing us additional

problems. And, in fact, these elements, in the absence of our leadership which

is occupied with other organizational matters, carry on a campaign to separate

our cultural forces and various groups where there are younger people, from

the progressive labour movement. They spread ideas on behalf of some

independent cultural activity which underestimate and doubt the need for our

organization

SOURCE: Mike Mokry, ibid., 75.

11. AUUC Decline, 1950 to 1975

An indication of the extent and the rate of the decline can be gauged by

comparing the statistics in the three documents below.

All together we have 111 halls. Nova Scotia—2; Quebec—2; Ontario—26;

Manitoba— 16; Saskatchewan—9; Alberta—51; British Columbia—5.

SOURCE: Narady i Ukhvaly (Chetvertoho Zizdu 25-29 sichnia 1950), 68.

William Philipovych delivered the report of the credentials committee. He
reported that 110 delegates from 39 localities (6 provinces) arrived for the con-

vention. Represented were 63 branches, 15 men’s, 16 women’s, 24 general!

and 8 English speaking

* Reproduced from the original English as it was recorded in the convention report,

f The AUUC was organized into men’s and women’s branches where numbers warranted it. Where
there were not enough members to form separate branches, there were general branches composed
of both sexes. The English-speaking branches were also general branches, with one or two

exceptions where the women had separate branches.
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SOURCE: Narady i Ukhvaly (Trydsiat Druhoho* Zizdu 2-5 bereznia 1975), 25.

Betty Kysylevych delivered the final report in the name of the credentials

committee. In the convention proceedings participated 120 delegates, of whom
109 have full voting rights, from 33 localities. The delegates represent 54

branches which include 19 general, 14 men’s, 13 women’s and 8 English

speaking

SOURCE: Narady i Ukhvaly (Trydsiat Tretoho Zizdu 27-28 liutoho i 1-2 bereznia

1975), 23 .

* The AUUC conventions had been numbered from the 1942 convention of the Association to Aid

the Fatherland. However, in 1970 the procedure was changed. The numeration began from the first

convention of the ULTA (later the ULFTA) in 1919. Since there were seventeen ULFTA conven-

tions and the AUUC convention in 1970 was the fourteenth, it became, according to the new

numeration, the thirty-second convention.
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After they began travelling to the Soviet Union and came face to face with

Soviet reality, many Ukrainian communist leaders became disillusioned

with it. But disillusionment with what they saw was more than balanced by

other factors that served to bind them to the Soviet Union. There were

annual invitations to individual leaders and to “delegations” to visit the

Soviet Union and other “socialist” countries to attend various events and

anniversary celebrations or for holiday tours. All expenses were paid by

the Soviet authorities from the moment such “delegates” set foot on the

Soviet ship or plane in Montreal until they returned to Canada. Once they

were in the USSR or in one of the satellite countries, all arrangements

were looked after. They were introduced to important people, taken on

tours and visits to places of interest, to theatres, operas and museums. The

leaders received the kind of attention that is accorded only official

representatives offoreign powers. One of the first such visits was made in

1946-7 by Weir and Shatulsky to the Slav Congress in Belgrade and from

there to the Soviet Union.

1. A Great Congress in Belgrade

Belgrade, 3 December 1946. I have just returned from a ceremonial opening

of the first post-war World All-Slav Congress and cannot write with ease. We
sat with people whose exploits are already recorded in the history of mankind

in golden letters. Together with them we participated in a great deed, a deed

which puts into life a centuries-old dream of the Slav peoples, a deed which

may be the greatest present guarantee for peace and happiness of all the people

of the world for many generations—the fraternal union of the Slav peoples.

We forgot the boring journey from Paris to Trieste In Trieste a young

Yugoslav captain awaited us. He took us under his protection to Yugoslav

territory In a few hours we were in Ljubljana, the capital of the Slovenian

People’s Republic.

They did not forewarn us. Dirty, unshaven, tired, we began to descend from

the coach. Shatulsky went first and seeing the mass of people, wanted to go

back. It was the residents of Ljubljana who came out to greet us.



454 The Second World War and After

We descended and were greeted by Mayor Albrecht and representatives of

the Slovenian government. We were surrounded by hundreds of residents who
shook our hands, kissed us, uttering slogans in honour of Marshal Tito,

Generalissimo Stalin, Slav brotherhood, friendship between Canada and

Yugoslavia. They sang and both they and we were in tears.

Finally they tore us away from the throng and led us to a hotel where we
washed, shaved and had breakfast. Then they took us to see the town, the

museums, a large castle on a mountain from which Ljubljana can be seen as in

a panorama

We loved the beautiful city and the comradeship of wonderful people. And
then by sleeping car to Belgrade

At the station in Belgrade we were greeted by representatives of the

government, the city, the Slav Committee and again so warmly, so sincerely.

They took photographs, movies, interviews and then drove us to the hotel

Moskva where we were immediately given luxurious rooms with baths

After dinner we met the great Ukrainian poet, Maksym Rylsky. We spoke

with General Gondurov, with Metropolitan Nykolai, with people from all ends

of the Slav lands And so one after another the great people of our epoch

are transformed from names to flesh. We look at them and greet each

other

And today is the festive opening of the All-Slav Congress. I cannot describe

it. The name of Stalin evokes a thunderous ovation—how they love Stalin

here, the Soviet Union, how they love, above all, the great Russian people

A great day is entered today into the pages of history, and we also

participated in your name, dear friends in Canada.

John Weir.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 2 January 1947.

2. They have Left for Ukraine

In a special telegram from Belgrade, Yugoslavia, M. Shatulsky and J. Weir,

delegates from the Ukrainian progressive organizations to the All-Slav

Congress, reported:

The historic All-Slav Congress ended on 11 December. There were 20,000

people at an open air meeting to conclude the congress. The delegates

toured Croatia and Slovenia. Everywhere they put on large receptions for

us. Tonight we leave for Ukraine.

When our paper was going to press, we received a short letter from M.

Shatulsky from Belgrade in which he wrote:

They gave us a reception which we could never have expected and which
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will never be forgotten. At the state reception in the Officers’ Building in

Belgrade present were Marshal Tito, Marshal Tolbukhin, generals, men of

science and the most outstanding figures of the Slav peoples.

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 2 January 1947.

3. The Sojourn of Peter Krawchuk in Soviet Ukraine

One of the Ukrainian Canadian communist leaders who visited Ukraine

almost annually during the last three decades was Peter Krawchuk, a

member of the editorial staff of Ukrainske Zhyttia and later Zhyttia i

Slovo. His first visit, which lasted nearly two years, began in October

1947. Below is an account by the Soviet Ukrainian news agency of

Krawchuk’ s travels in Ukraine during that time.

Peter Krawchuk, correspondent of the progressive Ukrainian papers,

Ukrainske Zhyttia and Ukrainske Slovo, who is now in the Ukrainian SSR, has

completed a tour of the regions of Soviet Ukraine at the beginning of April.

During his tour . . . Peter Krawchuk visited a number of industrial enterprises,

collective and state farms, Machine and Tractor Stations, institutes, schools,

theatres and museums and familiarized himself with the culture and everyday

life in the cities and villages which he visited in Soviet Ukraine.

In Kharkiv P. Krawchuk visited the T.H. Shevchenko monument and the art

gallery of T.H. Shevchenko’s works, attended the T.H. Shevchenko Academic

Theatre . . . and the Lysenko Opera and Ballet Theatre.

In Odessa P. Krawchuk visited the university and the T.H. Shevchenko city

park.

In Lviv P. Krawchuk visited professors, lecturers and students of the Ivan

Franko University and attended the . . . theatre.

In Kiev P. Krawchuk visited factories, children’s schools, the T.H.

Shevchenko University, attended the solemn opening of the T.H. Shevchenko

I

Museum, had an interview with M.P. Savchuk, the minister of education of the

Ukrainian SSR, and O.P. Sydorenko, editor of the newspaper, Radianskyi

Selianyn [The Soviet Peasant].

On 1 May P. Krawchuk was present at the 1 May demonstration of the

toilers of Kiev, the capital of Soviet Ukraine.

After the demonstrations the chairman of the board of the Ukrainian Society

for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, M.O. Skachko, invited P.

Krawchuk to dinner. At the dinner noted figures representing the public and

cultural life of the capital of Soviet Ukraine were present.

I

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 9 June 1949.
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4. Holiday in Crimea and the Caucasus

Each year since the early 1950s the authorities in Ukraine have sponsored

Ukrainians from Canada for training as cadres for the AUUC in various

educational institutions in Kiev. Most AUUC leaders, whether teachers,

musicians, choreographers, newspapermen or political activists, have been

trained in the USSR. Usually three or four have been sent each year to

attend the pedagogical institute, the conservatory, the university and, for

political training, the Higher Party School of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of Ukraine. The courses last one to five years. Tuition

and accommodation are free, and each student receives a stipend of 90 to

120 roubles per month to cover other expenses (120 roubles are paid to

students of the Higher Party School). During holiday periods they are

taken on trips and to winter and summer resorts, again at the expense of

the Soviet sponsors.

From Kiev. . . Myron writes to his parents about his last summer’s holidays

and ... we must give you some excerpts from that letter.

He and a friend flew from Kiev to Simferopol on 13 July . . . and from there

proceeded by bus over the Crimean roads to Yalta.

“I haven’t the words to describe the beauty of the scenery”, he writes.

When they reached the highest point, the road dropped down and they could

see the Black Sea at the foot.

They stopped at Yalta where Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill signed the

famous Yalta agreement during the war

From Yalta Myron went to a nearby rest home in Kharax.

“We stayed there four whole months. What did we do? We bathed in the

sea, played tennis, went to movies, read—that is, rested. In Yalta we visited

the Nikitinsky Botanical Gardens, where we saw palms, banana trees and even

a bamboo thicket.”

Then on 13 August they took the boat, “Rossiia”, which put in from Odessa,

and sailed to Sukhumi in the Caucasus.

“On the way we stopped at the famous Caucasian spa, Sochi, and then

continued to Sukhumi, the capital of the Abkhazian Autonomous SSR.”

(Abkhazia, by the way, is the locale of the ancient Greek legend about the

Golden fleece).

Next day they flew to the Georgian capital, Tbilisi.

“I will never forget that journey. We flew between mountains of the

Caucasian Range. From the plane we saw mountain tops covered with snow,

and sometimes it seemed that we are flying underground, for the mountains

were higher than our plane. The pilot maneuvered it among the crags.”

Myron learned to know Tbilisi very well. He was particularly intrigued by

the Park of Culture and Rest atop Mtatsmidu Mountain at whose foot Tbilisi

lies
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“Afterwards we drove to the mountains to see the city’s suburbs. In the

mountains we saw a lake—but what is particularly interesting, there wasn’t a

drop of water there just one year ago. This is a large and very deep lake. It is

still being filled with water and only next year will it be completed. It will

then be 250 feet deep.”

And then Myron went to visit Gori, the birthplace of Joseph Stalin.

“The journey itself along the Military-Georgian Highway was very

interesting. Gori is two and a half hours’ drive from Tbilisi. Along the

highway on the mountains there stand ancient castles. In Gori we visited the

house (now a museum) where Stalin was bom and where the Djugashvili

family lived.”

On the way back they stopped in at the Svietlo-Tskhoveli shrine, built in

1029 AD. They also viewed the Mtsirsky monastery which was also built in

the 11th century. The city of Mtskheti, near which it stands, was the ancient

capital of Georgia.

On his return journey Myron spent three days in the “Garden City” of

Sukhumi. He was particularly interested in Ritsa Lake, which is situated 3,000

feet above sea level though it stands near the sea—almost straight up. It is in

the middle of snow-clad mountains.

“Beside the lake, in a lovely restaurant, we ate a fish called fereli. I don’t

know what it’s called in English [trout], but it is very tasty. In Sukhumi we
also saw botanical gardens, the like of which I had never seen before.”

And from there Myron flew back to Kiev, stopping over in

Rostov-on-the-Don and in Kharkiv. . .

.

SOURCE: The Ukrainian Canadian, 15 December 1952.

5. Kiev is my Second Home

It was 4:45 p.m., 16th September 1964. I was peering intently out the

window at the city as the plane was preparing to land. Some twenty odd hours

before, I had been in Toronto, Canada, where I had lived all of my meagre 22

years. And now? Many varied thoughts were confusing my mind, and many
varied feelings were fluttering in my stomach. And then the stewardess said,

“We have just landed in Borispol, the International Airport of Kiev.” This was

where I was to spend the next five years of my life, studying piano at the Kiev

State Conservatory.

Now in my second year, I do not have those first feelings of strangeness and

unawareness as I did then

The five-year course in which I am enrolled is intended both to groom
pianists for the concert stage, and to prepare them for a teaching career, if so

desired
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The school year is broken into two semesters. Halfway through each

semester, a pianist is expected to play a portion of a concert, approximately 15

minutes. He is marked. Then at the end of each semester, he gives a state

exam—either a private exam of 40 minutes to an hour in length, or a public

concert. These are all marked by a special commission. This results in quite an

adequate check on the progress of each student.

The Soviet government gives me 90 roubles a month to live on. This is

equivalent to approximately 107 Canadian dollars. My dormitory room is free

of charge. From my monthly stipend, I spend about two-thirds on food and

other necessities

During the winter, students have 15 days holiday, and in the summer, two

and a half months. This winter I went to a student ski lodge in the Carpathian

Mountains for 12 days. Special student reservations are very inexpensive as

students pay only 30 per cent of the cost. In the summer we will be resting in

a special resort, probably in the Crimea, on the Black Sea. I, as all foreign

students receive these privileges free of charge. I am very well taken care

of

Andrew Markow.

SOURCE: The Ukrainian Canadian, 1 June 1966.

6. Replacement Personnel for Zhyttia i Slovo and the Kobzar

Publishing Firm

At the beginning of 1980 the personnel of Zhyttia i slovo and the Kobzar

publishing firm was supplemented with new young people who returned last

summer from studies at Shevchenko University in Kiev.

Lavrenty Prokopchak has begun working in ZhS as an associate editor. He

completed his M.A. in history at York University, lectured at the University of

Toronto, passed his comprehensive exams for a doctorate degree in history and

left to attend the philological faculty of the Shevchenko University

Barry Kanasevych began working in the administration of ZhS. He had

worked as a teacher in the public schools in Edmonton. He studied at the

Shevchenko University in the philological faculty

Adele Hnativ began working on computer typesetting for the newspaper.

She studied Slavic languages and literature at the University of Toronto and at

the Shevchenko University in the philological faculty.

We are also announcing changes in the editorial staff of the journal,

Ukrainian Canadian. Wilfred Shchesny has become the editor-in-chief. Mitch

Sago, who was the editor-in-chief of the UC for the last twenty-six years, has

left full-time work as editor and will devote a larger portion of his time to the

writing of the history of Ukrainians in Canada. While working on the history
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and continuing his participation in community work, he will remain a member

of the editorial board of the IJC.

Patricia Prokop has become a new member of the editorial staff. She has a

B.A. Honours degree in English literature from York University and has

completed three years of study at the Shevchenko University in the

philological faculty, specializing in Ukrainian language, literature and history.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 15 December 1980.

7. Report of the Ukraina Society in Kiev

For a decade the Soviet government has been sending instructors in

Ukrainian folk dancing to conduct summer courses in the

AUUC-sponsored School of the Arts in Regina to train folk-dancing

instructors for the branches of the AUUC.

Some 50 representatives of Canadian amateur performing groups took part

in the traditional seminar in Ukrainian folk dancing which was conducted by

activists of Ukraina Society, the Republic’s leading choreographers. It was the

seventh time that the Saskatchewan School of the Arts invited Ukrainian artists

to conduct this kind of seminar, which is always a success and is popular with

Canadian lovers of Ukrainian folk art.

SOURCE: News From Ukraine, no. 52, 1982.

8. They Commemorated their Anniversaries

In addition to all-expenses-paid trips, the Soviet authorities are quite

generous with other rewards and recognition for Ukrainian communist and

pro-communist leaders. Thus in 1961 , on the occasion of the hundredth

anniversary of the death of Taras Shevchenko, the Shevchenko State

Jubilee Committee issued a bronze medal to honour those who had made
“contributions" to the popularization of the poet’s works. It was awarded

to four members of the AUUC: John Weir for the translation of selected

poems of the bard; Hannah Polowy for a 112-page booklet on

Shevchenko’ s boyhood; Mary Skrypnyk for a translation of a 750-line

Shevchenko poem, Kateryna; and Peter Krawchuk for a short treatise on

the interest of Canadians in Shevchenko. In 1967 Krawchuk was also

awarded the Halan prize “for better journalistic works." In 1976 Mary
Skrypnyk received the Maxim Gorky prize of the Writers’ Union of the

USSR for “translating and popularizing Soviet literature" In 1985
Hannah Polowy was awarded the Anton Makarenko medal, an honorary
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decoration of the Ukrainian SSR. In November 1984 the three leaders

below received special recognition.

Our dear friend, brother and colleague, one of the leaders of the Ukrainian

Canadian progressive movement, editor of the weekly, Zhyttia i Slovo,

recording secretary of the National Executive Committee of the AUUC, mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the WBA, Mykola Hrynchyshyn, has reached

the age of seventy.

Due to a fortunate circumstance Mykola Hrynchyshyn greeted his

anniversary among friends in Soviet Ukraine. On this occasion there was a

festive gathering in the society Ukraina.

The chairman of the board of the society, the writer, Volodymyr

Brovchenko, sincerely and cordially greeted members of a delegation of the

AUUC, Mykola Hrynchyshyn; secretary of the CEC of the AUUC, William

Harasym; president of the firm, Ukrainska Knyha, Stanley Ziniuk; and activists

of the AUUC, Anne Lapchuk and Joanne Kovalevych.

Volodymyr Brovchenko noted that Mykola Hrynchyshyn has spent half a

century in faithful service to the Ukrainian progressive press in Canada. With

the sharp and ardent pen of a journalist he is making an important contribution

to the struggle for the peoples’ interests, for peace in the world, for the

extension of creative ties and cultural contacts with Soviet Ukraine. As an

editor, Mykola Hrynchyshyn is expending a great deal of effort in order that

the paper, Zhyttia i Slovo, the militant organ of the AUUC, inform the

Canadian Ukrainians of the truth about the life of the Ukrainian people in the

fraternal family of the peoples of Soviet Ukraine

To the applause of those present Volodymyr Brovchenko presented Mykola

Hrynchyshyn with an honorary diploma of the society Ukraina, with which he

is awarded for his long and fruitful work in the field of journalism and in

connection with his seventieth birthday.

Honorary diplomas were also awarded to William Harasym, who recently

reached the age of sixty, and to Stanley Ziniuk, who has just celebrated his

seventieth birthday

The celebrators and guests who spoke, expressed thanks for the wonderful

and festive gathering, and for the good, sincere and friendly greetings.

“This day will remain forever in our memory and we will unfailingly talk

about it at home,” declared Mykola Hrynchyshyn on behalf of the guests

SOURCE: Visti z Ukrainy [News From Ukraine], no. 50, (December 1984). The

article was reprinted in Zhyttia i Slovo, 14 January 1985.
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9. The Ukrainian Nation—The Master of its Fate

The policy of inviting all-expenses-paid delegations from the Ukrainian

pro-communist organizations became a permanent feature in relations be-

tween the Soviet authorities and Ukrainian pro-communists in Canada. In

the last three decades there has been at least one and often more

delegations each year. The number in each delegation has varied from

three or four to a dozen or more. The “delegates” are leaders or active

members who are invited for a holiday tour and often for a stay in one of

the state-run resorts. The first delegation went in 1954 to attend

celebrations marking the 300th anniversary of the "union of Ukraine with

Russia.”* It visited various cities in the USSR. George Solomon, a member

of the delegation, described the group’s reception in Kiev.

Everywhere we went in Kiev we were greeted as brothers Professors,

lecturers and students of the Shevchenko University in Kiev organized a very

warm reception for us.

The delegation . . . was invited to the jubilee session of the Supreme Soviet

of the Ukrainian SSR, dedicated to the commemoration of the 300th

anniversary of the union of Ukraine with Russia.

For us, Ukrainians beyond the ocean, it was a great honour to sit among

delegations of the different Soviet republics and the Polish People's Republic

in the hall of the Ukrainian parliament.

Our delegation had the great honour of attending the state reception and

banquet in commemoration of the 300th anniversary of the union of Ukraine

with Russia.

Here we are in Pereiaslav Khmelnytsky. It was here that the great military

leader and wise statesman, Bohdan Khmelnytsky, announced at the Pereiaslav

Council, by the will of the Ukrainian people, the union of Ukraine with

Russia

From Pereiaslav-Khmelnytsky we started out for Kaniv, to Taras’s hill

where the great son of the Ukrainian nation, the revolutionary democrat,

poet-genius, Taras Shevchenko, is buried f

After the festive days in Kaniv we departed for Kharkiv Not far from

Kharkiv we visited a state farm which does not take second place to the finest

experimental farms in Canada

Lviv is an old Ukrainian city The delegation visited Lviv

University The chairman of the Executive Committee of the Lviv

Regional Council of Toiling Deputies, Semen Stefanyk, organized a reception

for us

* Not “Ukraine and Russia” as two equal partners, but “Ukraine with Russia.”

f In his poem, “The Ransacked Grave,” Shevchenko called Khmelnytsky “a foolish son” whom his

mother, Ukraine, “would have strangled in his crib had she known.”
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Although we were in the Soviet Union a short time, all the same we had an

opportunity to observe closely the economic and cultural life of the people.

This journey will remain in my memory all my life

SOURCE: Ukrainske Zhyttia, 21 October 1954.

10. In the Ukraina Society

The two Soviet reports below of “delegations” to the Soviet Union reveal

the subservient relationship of the Ukrainian communist leaders to

authorities in the USSR.

Often meetings are held in the Society Ukraina with foreign guests. The last

one was perhaps the warmest. We entertained a large group of veterans of the

Communist Party of Canada

Member of the Communist Party of Canada and the progressive organization

of Ukrainian Canadians, A.K. Bilecki, said:

“These common people emigrated from Ukraine forty-five to fifty years ago

in search of a better fate and fortune beyond the ocean. Life is not easy for

settlers in foreign countries: exploitation, cruel treatment, hard work in the

remotest corners of Canada.

Together with the working class of Canada, we struggled and are struggling

to improve the fate of the worker. The Canadian communists are doing a good

deal to influence the press, radio and television to accurately inform the broad

strata of the population about the Soviet way of life and the achievements of

your great country
”

SOURCE: The above interview was published on 28 May 1973 solely for internal

consumption in the regional paper, Vilne Zhyttia (The Free Life), which is

not allowed out of the country. The issue with this article was smuggled

out.

11. A Discussion in the CC of the Communist Party of

Ukraine

On 22 February the candidate member of the CC of the Communist Party of

Ukraine, Oleksandr Kapto, received a delegation of the Association of United

Ukrainian Canadians and the Workers’ Benevolent Association composed of

Peter Krawchuk, Antin Bilecki, Zane Nykolyshyn and William Chomyn at

their request.
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In the course of a warm and friendly discussion the leaders of the

progressive Ukrainian organizations of Canada described the preparations for

the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the victory over Hitler’s

fascism, participation in the struggle for averting the threat of war,

disarmament and the transforming of Canada into a nuclear free zone and also

about the activities directed to strengthening and increasing cultural ties of the

progressive community of Canada with Soviet Ukraine

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 8 March 1985.

12. Award for a Community Worker from Canada

The most travelled to Ukraine and the most "honoured” in the USSR of

the Ukrainian leaders in Canada is Peter Krawchuk. Each time the honour

has been more prestigious, the ceremony more elaborate and the publicity

more enhanced. Below is a description of the awarding of the third medal

by the official Soviet press agency, RATAU.

“Genuine love is always vibrant and active. It is not limited by time or

distance. One of those who loves Soviet Ukraine actively, as a son, helping

daily to confirm its international prestige, is Peter Krawchuk, a Canadian

Ukrainian,” said deputy to the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR, member
of the Presidium of the Society Ukraina, the well-known poet, Borys Oliinyk,

during the awarding of the jubilee medal, Fortieth Anniversary of the Victory

in the Great Patriotic War 1941-5, to the president of the National Executive

Committee of the Association of United Ukrainian Canadians. The well-known

community worker and journalist, Peter Krawchuk, was awarded the medal by

a Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR for his personal

contribution in the struggle against the common enemy—Hitler

fascism ”*

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 9 December 1985.

13. For Further Cultural Ties with the Ukraina Society

Some of the ties that bind the Ukrainian pro-communist organizations to

the USSR were enumerated at the 1981 convention of the AUUC.

* Krawchuk was never a member of any armed forces before, during or after the Second World
War.
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From the first days of their settlement in Canada, Ukrainian immigrants

maintained contacts with their native land

With the establishment of Soviet power in Ukraine, those ties broadened,

deepened and became more viable

Thanks to these ties many delegations from Ukrainian associations in

Canada have visited Ukraine. Annually young people from Canada study in the

higher educational institutions of Ukraine—university, conservatory,

choreographic school and the institute of art * Every two years there is a

seminar in Kiev for dance groups from Canada

Every year performers from Ukraine appear at national festivals—Mosaic in

Regina, Folklorama in Winnipeg, Folkfest in Vancouver. In various cities of

Canada there are art exhibits sponsored by the Society Ukraina. Every second

year there is a seminar for Ukrainian dance groups in the province of

Saskatchewan under the direction of choreographers-instructors from

Ukraine

Resolution of the Thirty-fifth Convention of the AUUC, 10-12 October 1981.

SOURCE: Zhyttia i Slovo, 16 November 1981.

14. Children to Visit Ukraine for a Rest

To maintain the sympathy and support of the Ukrainian pro-communists

the Soviet authorities have extended the practice of arranging

all-expenses-paid holiday trips for children of activists in the Ukrainian

pro-communist organizations.

The National Executive Committee of the AUUC and the Central Executive

Committee of the WBA announced that the society, Ukraina, in Kiev has

invited children of parents who are members of the AUUC and the WBA for a

rest in Ukraine this summer. The group of children will be limited to twenty

participants in the ages of 14, 15 and 16. They will be under the guidance of

an older person.

The trip will last four weeks, including three weeks in the Pioneer camp, the

Young Guards, on the shore of the Black Sea near Odessa.

The children will leave Montreal on 30 June and return on 28 July 1986.

SOURCE : Zhyttia i Slovo, 24 March 1986.

* Some also study in the Higher Party School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of

Ukraine in Kiev, but this is never admitted.
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