






















































































































































































































































IO! A HISTORY OF UKRAINE 

of the southern Amur basin. For a long time these tribes 
were of little importance, as they were vassals of their 
western neighbors, the Turks; but at the end of the twelfth 
century they were uilited by a great military leader named 
Temuchin, who -began to overcome the near-by Turkish 
and Tatar tribes. 

In 1206 Temuchin was proclaimed Genghis-Khan, the 
"heavenly emperor." He conquered the kingdom of Tan­
gut, northern China, and Turkestan, and went on to in­
vade southeastern Europe. His commanding general, 
Subuday, ravaged Transcaucasia in 1220 and invaded 
Georgia by way of Derbent. The Polovtsians rallied the 
Yasians, Circassians, and others to oppose him, but Subu­
day defeated the Polovtsians in 1222 and destroyed their 
settlements on the lower Don. 

The Polovtsians then appealed for aid to the princes of 
Ukraine, with whom they were at the time on peaceful 
terms. Mstislav the Daring, who had married a daughter 
of Khan Khotan of the Polovtsians, used his influence to 
persuade other princes to aid them against the Tatars. 
He declared that if they did not aid the Polovtsians, the 
latter would have to join with the Tatars, who would thus 
gain fresh forces for their invasion of Ukraine. There was 
an element of truth in this argument, but the Ukrainian 
princes, in their efforts to aid the Polovtsians, became too 
deeply involved themselves: they assembled an army 
from all Ukraine and advanced far into the steppes to 
seek out the Tatars. In 1224"" there was a great battle on 
the Kalka, a small river flowing into the Sea of Azov. 
The Ukrainian contingents fought bravely, but the Polovt­
sians were seized with panic and disrupted the whole 
army by their flight. 

Mstislav III of Kiev, who had not taken part in the bat­
tle, was besieged in his fortified camp on the banks of the 
Kalka. Though abandoned by the other princes, he de-

• The date 1224 is given in BOme chronicles; other chronicles have 1223, 
which is now generally accepted (Editor). 
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fended himself stubbornly, but finally surrendered to 
friendly contingents among the Tatars. They, however, 
turned him over to other Tatar chieftains, who smothered 
Mstislav and the other captured princes under a platform 
of planks upon which the Tatars feasted and danced. 

After this victory the Tatars turned back to the east, 
ravaged the Volga region, and then disappeared into Tur­
kestan. For several years nothing was heard of them. 
Meanwhile they were planning the conquest of the Black 
Sea area and were merely awaiting the opportune mo­
ment. In 1227 Temuchin died, and his domain was divided 
among his sons, who were to govern the empire under the 
supervision of a Great Khan whom they were to select 
from among themselves. The western part of the empire 
was assigned to a grandson of Temuchin named Batu, 
whose ambition it was to carry out the projected conquest 
of the Black Sea region. In 1236 he and the aged Subuday 
set out. Their army consisted of a few Mongols and a 
large body of Turks, whom the Ukrainian chroniclers des­
ignated as Tatars. 

The expedition set out from the steppes between the 
Caspian Sea and Lake Aral. The invaders first attacked 
and laid waste the land of the Volga Bolgars; then they 
went up the Volga destroying villages belonging to Mus­
covy. After this raid they decided to push into the Black 
Sea region and settle accounts with the Polovtsians once 
and for all. This campaign occupied about two years, by 
the close of which the remnants of the Polovtsian bands 
had fled westward, chiefly to Hungary. 

Next the Tatar hordes conquered the territories of the 
northern Caucasus, and in the autumn of 1239 opened 
their attack upon Ukraine. They took by storm Pereya­
slav, on the Dnieper below Kiev, sacked the town, and 
killed without mercy all who f.ell into their hands. Even 
the bishop was murdered, though as a rule the nomads 
spared the clergy. Another Tatar army attacked the 
province of Chernihiv. The prince there rallied his forces 
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