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INTRODUCTION 

The committee wishes to express its appreciation for assistance in 
the preparation of this report to Georgetown University, its faculty 
and to the group of experts from various parts of the United States 
who cooperated with the university. The record of hearings of the 
committee, together with individual sworn depositions from eye­
witnesses, documents, exhibits, and other authoritative evidence 
formed the basis for this report. 

The purpose of this report is to telescope the essentials of the history 
of Ukraine and its people; including the period of Communist take­
over and occupation of that nation. It is hoped that this report 
will help the American people to understand better the nations and 
people enslaved by communism and thereby to more fully appreciate 
the true nature, tactics, and final objectives of the criminal conspir­
acy of world communism. 
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32 COMMUNIST TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF UKRAINE 

Ukrainian nationality and consciousness against Moscow's efforts to 
denationalize and destroy them. 

The Soviet attitude toward these Ukrainian struggles has been 
marked by a curious dualism which Western and American statesmen 
and journalists were slow to detect. On the one hand, Moscow printed 
the most exaggerated accounts of the gratitude of the Ukrainian popu­
lation to Stalin and the Red Ann_y for their liberation. On the other, 
they spoke constantly of the bandits and later of the Banderists oper­
ating In large areas of completely peaceful territory. The real situa­
tion only began to be realized when in 1947 a detachment of some 400 
members of the UP A succeeded in crossing as a military unit from the 
Carpathians through Czechoslovakia and Austria into the American 
Zone in Germany and surrendered. They brought with them many 
of the publications of the free Ukrainian press of the time and much 
valuable information. Other groups arrived in 1948 and 1949 with 
still more material in the Amencan Zone. 

THE CHURCH POLICY 

The policy of the Soviet Government toward religion in Ukraine 
has been of considerable importance. On their return to western· 
Ukraine, the Communists applied the antireligious laws less harshly, 
and this aroused hope that the increased attention to the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the Patriarch of Moscow might be the sign of a 
new temper in Moscow. This hope soon proved vain. 

Metropolitan Andri Sheptytsky, as before2 was personally un­
touched, perhaps because of his personal prestige among the people. 
However, he died on November 1, 1944, under conditions that aroused 
suspicions of poison. Then he was automatically succeeded by his 
coadjutor, Dr. Yosyf Slipy, a distinguished scholar and a former 
rector of the Theological Academy in Lvov. 

Early in 1945 the new Metropolitan made a present to the Red army 
of 100,000 rubles in the ho~ of improving relations with the Govern­
ment. It was received by minor officials who demanded the active aid 
of the church in the struggle against the "Banderists." It was of 
course refused as a matter of church policy. Shortly _thereafter, the 
patriarch formally wrote to the Metropolitan and his bishops and 
called upon them to give up their allegiance to the pope and pass under 
his j urisdictjon as the Patriarch of Moscow. This, too, was of course 
rejected. 

In April 1945, the NKVD suddenly arrested the Metropolitan and 
all the bishops of the Catholic Church of the Eastern Rite in the area 
that had passed under the Soviet Union. They were taken to Kiev and 
there the Metropolitan was tried secretly and sentenced to 8 years im­
prisonment at hard labor in distant camps. The other bishops received 
similar terms and one, Bishop Khomyshyn of Stanyslaviv, is known to 
have died in prison in Kiev. 

Later a politico-religious campaign was started against the late 
M~tr~poJital_!. ~~eptl_tsky, _and a~ost siiJ!ult.an~usly ~hree. r~n.eg~de 
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