UKRAINIAN SOCIOLOGY BEFORE 1914

by
Yaroslav Chyz and J. S. Roucek

Reprinted from the
JOURNAL OF CENTRAL EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
Vol. 1, No. 1 (April, 1941)



'UKRAINIAN SOCIOLOGY: ITS DEVELOPMENT
TO 1914*

by Yarodlav Chyz and J. S. Roucek

‘T 'THE beginning of the nineteenth century the Ukrainian
people, who “from the Wislok to the Kuban and from the
Pripet to the Black Sea . . . constitute a uniform anthro-
pological type,” were divided under cwo empires. The eastern,
greater, part of Ukraine, after more than a century of semi-inde-
pendence as the Cossack Republic, had, by 1775, been definitely
incorporated into the Russian state as the South Russian Provinces.
The western part, taken over by Austria-Hungary after the first
and third partitions of Poland, was known as the province of
the province of Bukowina was added after a success-

ful war with Turkey.*
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In both parts the Ukrainian upper classes had already become
completely Russianized or Polonized. This process of denational-
ization was extending also inco the ranks of the less prosperous
educated classes, In Russia the old name of Ukraine was replaced
by “Little Russia.” The local name of “Roosin” (Ruthenus, der
Ruthene, Ruthenian) was in official use in Austria-Hungary.
Pseudo-scientific theories were being spun to prove that Ukra
ians were but a tribe, and the Ukrainian language but a dialect
of the Russian or the Pt

The great nationalist revival, which at the turn of the nine-

i eastern and
¥ llowing che usual
ts began to take
et e el o Tk s, ad palitcal
and social status of their nationality. They started to collect ethno-
Togical material, folk songs, historical documents and other data
in order to disprove the contentions that they were Russians or
Poles.  This development of nationalism stimulated the begin-
nings of, Ul sociology.

T e ket il e i
chronicles of the Rus period and in the memoirs and the chronicles
of the Cossack period of Ukrainian hiscory. In the last decades
of the eighteenth century some npmm::rms of the upper classes
had already written a few general works on Ul
“The mostinteresca of these are Notes on Little Rusia its People
and Achievements (St. Petersburg, 1798), by Jacob M. Marko-
vich (1776-1804). This study has chapters, for instance, on “The
past and present Civic Order of Lictle Russia” and on “National
Characteristics of the Little Russians”. Tt can be considered as the
fist attempt i more stricly soiologicalrsech in Ukraine.

, interpreting and editing old historical documents
and studying Ukrainian folk poetry was the chief preoccupation
of the earliest Ukrainian sociologists. They were yuzly influenced
by the ideas of Johann G. Herder (1744-1803), as expressed in
such of his works as Die Stimmen der Volker in Liedern (Leipzig,
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1778) and Ideen zur PHompblt der Guzbu‘bl: der Menschbeit,
(1774). Most
‘Michael Maksimovich (1805-1873) S publalied iwvere collac-
tions of Ukrainian folk songs, Osip Bodiansky (180-1876), the
editor of numerous Ukrainian historical documents and professor
of Slavonic languages at the University of Moscow, and Ismail
Sxtznzwsky (mz-mo) a historian, philologist and collector of
Folk song

In du Austrian province of Galicia the Ukrainian national
revivalbegan inthe el cirics of the inetsnth cenury with
the work of M. Shashkevich (1811-1843), the he prie-pocs, 1
Wahilevich (1811-1866), poce and journalist, and Jacob Holo-
watski (1814-1888), author of articles on language and pulmu
and collector of songs. W. Podolinski (1815-1876) was impor-
tant for propagating the ideology for an independent Ukrainian
state instesd o simple cultural avtonomy of Ukrainias iving
within other sta

This :lmchy c‘rhndopcal historical and finguistic research
i >

ts, org
Kiev in 1847, the shorelived, scree Brotherhood of Sts. Cyrl and
Methodius. The initial aim of the Brotherhood was to secure the
abolition of serfdom and to establish a democratic federation of
Slavic, including Ukrainian, narionalitics. The Brotherhood was
discovered by the Russian police and its members jailed or exiled.

their respective fields. The most prominent amonsg them, outside
of the poet Taras Shevehenko, were the historian Nicholas Kosto-
maror and the posy Hitoia and iterarybistorian Pantsleymon

Kulh Some tings contain inceresting sociological

N Kostomarov (1817-1885) wblnhdlnll‘l,mlh‘llkmn
ian monthly Magazine Osmova (The Foundation), published in
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St. Petersburg it in. 1861-62, his famed work “Two Russian Na-
tonalities” in tried to explain the causes of social pro-
cesses, especially those which influenced the rise of the Ukrainian
and Russian nationalities. He grouped these factors into two cate-

gories: the geographic, e.g. climate and soil, and the historical, in
e

tural products such as literature. He indicates, although not very
clearly, that the inner human forces (biological factors) are also
of importance, 1s they influence the ability and the character of
the people. The geographical factors are of the greatest importance
for the foundation of nationality. According to Kostomarov a
e iy e e e e
B e e e I i s
ferent nationlity. The historical forces and the struggle of hu-
man groups influence also the formation of local nationalisic dif-
ferences.

came to the conclusion that because of the histori-

cal factors the Russians are macerialistic, have a poor imagination
and many prejudices, favor collectivism and are slaves of the state
and of uniformity. On the other hand the historical and geo-
sraphic factors, he contended, influenced the Ukrainians t be-
‘come idealists,individualist, and rclgious, but able to form a state
and to create beautiful songs. His conclusions can hardly be called
senific, but they were o well writie and cypified so well te
‘ol thinking" of b erod, chat they becune che "ABC of

Ukrainian nationalism” between 1360 and 1570. In fact even
today they form the basi of the less criical discussions on Ukrain-
ian nationalism. The real coneribution of Kostomarov are his his-
torical works® and the fact that he threw lighe on the symbolic
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character of the folk poetry and its social significance.

ike Kostomarov, P. Kulish (1819- usn a poct lmulrian and
ey Rt by s A ket it
nationalism. He was interested in the social task of Imnwn and
tried to_establish, on 2 moral basis, the types of city and village
people. In the later period of his life he began to expound the
importance of aristocracy as a state building class.*

The writings of Kostomaroy and Kulish, although dealing
chiefly with history and literary history, contain many attempts
T vk e el e et
order to di ian seri

Ukrainian langusge.

The linguistic end of the argument was taken up on the
Ukrainian side by several scientists, the most prominent among
whom was Alexander Potebnia (1836-1891), professor at the
University of Kharkov. He published in 1862 his famous work
The Mind and Language in which he laid the foundation for the
socio-psychological research of poetry and language. In his subse-
quent works, especially in Language and Nationality (1895), he
described the substance and the social significance of words, leg-

g ism of thinking is as
follows: the writer or artist selects his idea (x) from the whole

reated by it in the minds of listeners and
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readers. Every language presents some closed system of conscious-

ness because its words possess individual and specific symbolicism;
their inner content has been created in accord with the special
consciousness of their creators and wsers. The language and the
functional thinking are closely interconnected:; the thought is re-
produced by means of words tha in turn create the ideas in the
minds of the listeners and readers. The wealth of the language
of the individual means the wealth of ideas and vice versa.

Potebnia's teachings, though obviously rich in scientific con-
tent, are hard to understand. His reputation became established
only after his death and it is only now chat he has come to be
‘widely known in Ukraine and in Russa. His contributions are now
appreciated as most original, although unknown in Western coun-
tries. 5 to the school of V. Humbold, Lazarus, Stein-
thal, exc. The sociologist interested in language and literacure as
2 creation of social processes and as one of their factors cannot
disregard his contributions.

Viadimir Antonovich (1834-1909), a historian, anthropolo-
gist and archeologist was active in Kiev. Born into a Polonized
Ukrainian family, Antonovich “returned to the nationaliey of his
ancasors.” This fact was responsible o a great exent for bi
deep interest in concepts of “nation” and “nationality
t0 explain to himself, to his friends and to his enemesthe Mﬂp
cal basis of his “recurn” which he did in his famous “Confession,”
printed in Osnova (Vol. TIT, 1862).. Tn his ater works* he created

f the Ukrainian social process in order to explain “the
fundamental idea” of Ukainian history. He was interested in the
‘masses s the bearers of social proceses,in the social structures and
I the soclozpeychalogical types. The factos that forms nation-
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ality, according to him, are physical, anthropological, geographic,
territorial and those historical ones which influence the mode of
life. The reciprocal influence of these factors on human activity
results, he maintains, in socio-historical processes which create a
distinc cultural or nationality type.

Antonovich defines nationality as a “totaliy of characteristics
by which one group of people differs from various other groups.”
He divides these characteristics into two classes: (1) those in-
born, dependent on race and on the influence of geography, and
(2) those acquired by education and appearing in the historical
evolution of the social culcure. The inborn characteristics are the
object of anthropology and should be seudied on the basis of the
anatomy and physiology of the people. The acquired characteris-
tics develop historically on the basis of inborn characeristics
are studied by histor

In his “Autoblographical Notes™ Antonovich considers that
human personality is composed seventy-five percent of heredity,
five to ten percent of education or the formulation of ideas on the.
basis of past experiences and fiftcen percent of the physiological
and paychological contributions of the individual himself. Though

wse o
of reflexes, of inborn and acquired characteristics had been de-
veloped

Antonovich attempted to apply his theorics to the national
dhrciiic of the Rusians, Poes and Ukesnians. Tn s arice,
Types,” he contends that “the nervous sys-
Pyt (Russians) is not very receptive,” for
which reason they are not very sensitive to the other impressions.
The Poles, according to Antonovich, are very scasitive and their
reaction begins immediately after irritation: cheirs is the true
unguiiac ype. The Ukreniarsar o snsiive o impresins

ime; they
O o il s Wi i
T wbihuaebni Zepoy.” i Neksrs Vi, 1908, VoL IX. (Ltw)
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surrender their personal freedom to autocracy, Poles as aristocrats
who base their freedom on the slavery of others, and the Ukrain-

of cqual and free people.

Antonovich’s scheme is a more elaborate repetition of Kosto-
marov’s theory about the absolutism of the Russians, the aristo-
craticism of the Poles and democratism of the Ukrainians (Cos-

sacks). gh scientifically still weak, it i 2 step forward in
comparison with Kostomarov. Antonovich explained the three
elements which fnrm personality, the inborn characteristics, en-
vironment an development, but he was still dominated
by the concepe Gk oo ol eaciuded e the Ukrainian
‘people had “no instinct for the creation of 2 sta

‘Neverthdem be broughe out many fruitful idess; explainad
in an riinal way sheiorcl evoluion o che Ukrainan ation
el s s el i e e
iography.

Mikhaylo Drahomanov (1841-1895) is the real founder of
e school among th scudents of scil e in Ukrane.

in in his “Problem of the Historica Slgmﬁcznm of the Roman Em-
pire and Tacitus” (Kiev, 1869) and in the “Foundations and
Tnh of a Scientific Ancient History” (Kiev, 1873). In recogni-

for study abroad. He never returned from his self-imposed exile,
e e e
guage was outlawed in schools and in print by a Ukase of the Tsar
in 1876. He died as profesor at the Universicy of Sofia in Bul-
garia.
, Drsbomanor chif work ws che sudy of Ukraisian naton-
seen in poetry, history and social seructure in rela-
e D el Sl e
tical politics it is necessary to know history, just as the physician
must know the physiology of man. He states that “instead of
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insinco, cadicon and habits we mus bae our plcics on
research about the individual characteristics of those political

jects about which we are talking” Emphasizing the nbm:nvt
method of research, Drahomanov opposed the contemporary Rus-

determined primarily by geographical, economic, cultural and
moral factors. Social ideas, especially when they reflect correctly
human nceds and even religions, are also i lmwﬂ__\n! moving forces

of

ress can come only through those scie t\ﬁcmdpohmallda‘
which are based exclusively on facts and reality.

AR i roee e s voeks o7 coges e
Dk v Ths o o ey b e it
s o M e e
cal system but both analyzed the historical processes from the
realistic standpoint, trying to ascertain the widest possible basis of
facts, This ealism permeates all works of Drahomanov and all his

regarding social sciences, social structure, genetic mnl-
ogy, and various factors of social processes. His
political writings contributed to the movement for the i
of Ukraine; chey dealt with all important policical, social and cul-

Ukraine and thus influenced the Ukrainian revolution of 1917-
1920, His main idea that no rational social activicy (politis, cdu-
cation, economics, lcerature, etc.) can get along without the soci-
ological approach is splendidly demonstrated in all his works" and
ke Polba § Vellorsiboys Demsbaie (Hoarmical Poiand sod the
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up to the present day forms the basis of the activities of his fol-
lowers in various fields of scientific and political work.
Drahomanov’s studies of Ukrainian folks songs induced several
other young scientists of that time to study sociologically other
‘manifescati n folk lore. Nicholas Sumtzov, Profes-
sor at Kharkov University, investigated the survivalt of communl
‘martiage in Ukrainian wedding rites” while Nicholas Chernishoy
(1860-1888) studied the curious custom of Monday-holiday for
brides nd che buchelor groupe i the province of Podol? The
most prominent among these socio-echnologists was Fedir (Theo-
dore) Wowk (Volkov), (1847-1918), whose studies on Ukrsin-
an marriage ceremonies and customs'! constitute 2 notable conti-
bution to the genetic sociology of the Ukrainian people. His
“Studies in Ukeainian Ethnology” are a classic in that fied.
scononi, Nichols | Ziber (1841-
i (“Ricardo

terialism
Economic Theory of Marx,” “The Ricardo The-

fe, government, family
lfe ownerdip and (ormulanon bt
srou, * are 2 very important contribution to genet
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Serhiy Podolinsky (1850-1891) was, like Ziber, a co-worker
of Drahomanov. He wrote the frst Ul social
hygiene, shore pamphlets “On Poverty,
and coneeived an interesting theory on conserviny
he s by homan Iabor. The theory was rejected by Engels,
though Marx seemed to have been interested in it.”
In Galicia Drahomanov's influence prompted his disciples and
followers to similar studies but mostly in the field of history, lit-
3 cs. Nevertheless his genial pupil
Ivan Franko (1856-1916), a poct, novdur, ethnologist, historian
corian, devoted some of his studies to subjects
closely related to sociology.**
‘The inflence of Marx upon Ukrainian scudents of policical,
social and economic phenomena begins after

origins of work, production, and economic conditions in general.
Mikhaylo Tuhan Baranovsky (1865-1919) and Bohdan Kisti-
hmly (1868-1920) began their activities as Marxists but later
preferred the pluralistic coneeption in explaining social processes.

M. Baranovsky evolved a theoey of 2 special type of socialism
based on social and ethical ideas. He abo wrote several highly
valued works on political cconomy.

. Kiiakoviy’s worke® desl it e methodology of the
Sondumentalcooceps of acelogy and jorprudence and of ox-
ganization sciences.

Alexanc d Stronin (1827-1889) and Leon Mechnik (ov)
(1838-1888) buil their sociological theories independently from
i it Loy U (e nd Wik o b e s Uk
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the influence of Drahomanov and Marx. Stronin created a me-

social
rivers upon the development of culture.”

‘The publications of the Taras Shevchenko Scientific Asocia-
tion of Lwéw, especially thase of its Seatistical and Legal sections,

1L, 1902) describes the social genesis of Law. A study on “Na-
tionality and Seatistics” in the periodical of the Statistical Section
the above Association contains 2 theory of nationality and an
outline of methodology for the study of social phenomena. Dr.
Vairl Picei Gof s bt e s 1 Ceerciod
Social Phenomena” and his “Notes on Hiscory and Theory of Sta-
tistics” as well as Voloditmir Okhrimovich's valuable study on
“Nationality Statistics in Galicia,” appeared in che same periodical.
Viacheslav Budzynovsky’s "Land Owned by Pewants” (Lwéw,
01) presents an exhaustive analysis of the relations between the
small farmers and big landowners, and Volodymir Sarvckiy
“Contribution to the Theory of Sociology” in the
the Statistical Section of the Shevehenko Asociation moz)
formulated the tasks, the mechods and the border line of
Both Budsynovaky and Starslsky were uader the ifloence of
rahomanov.

A very interesting and complete system of sociology was pre-
nnud hy Timofiy Osadchiy (1860-1920) in his Social Fxist-
ence.* He was acquainted with the works of Spencer, Giddings,
Ward, E. E ki and Gul mplowicz. He was a pluralis in his
bk Nerke (Pl Scece). (. P, 17). s Obcbs
senng (T Hidry of o).
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understanding ofsocilfators iving preference o he devclop-
ment of consciousness as the fundamental factor; according to

growth of population, literature, and the psychic factors as the
main social forces. He divided them into two groups: natural
conditions and the characteristics of man. The factors cmdl!wn

causation. Every social creation is the result of the action of objec-
dive forces.

Osadchiy maintains that the present classes of society devel-
oped genecically. He divids
do not participate dircetly in production (officials, priests, mili-
tary) and (2) those who participate in production. The second
group consists of employers (capitalists, manufacturers, mer-
chants, landowners, peasants and artisans who hire help), peasanes
working their land without hired help, and the propercyless class,
the workers of all classes who hire themselves. Each class performs
2 useful social function but snobbishness and selfishness have cre-
st the srapedy of the s clmes (povety: clrel backward-

s, social ignorance and its results).

Looking for remedies of the social ills Osodchiy rejected the
cheories of social reform of Fourricr, Owen, Saint-Simon, Proud-
hon, Robertus, Lasale, Marx, Fichte, J. . Mill, Henry George,
Wallace and others, and came to the conclusion that they all arc
utopians because they do not ake into account the slow move-

Osadchiy believed in
\dnmzuly would result in socialism. Though hu (readum nf
expression was somewhat cramped under the Tarise regime, the

incisive statement of the problems and the clarity of his language
make his writings of supreme importance for the student of social
thought in Eastern Europe.

The work of Osadchiy culminates the sociological thinking in
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in the pre-war period. The immediate years before the
World War together with the years of the great upheaval, the
Revolution and the post-war years constitute a new period of con-
structive rescarch in the fild of sociology in Ukraine.

SHARON, PENNSYLVANIA
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