
















much to the alarm of government authorities, is but another indication of the depth of
spiritual feeling, particularly in Ukrainian society.

Ironically, Marx, Engels, and Lenin all warned of the dangers of trying to extinguish
religious sentiment by means of compulsion. Although committed freethinkers, they
argued that a heavy-handed approach would ultimatelybackfire by producing martyrs to
inspire even greater fervour. The evidence that this is happening in Ukraine is beginning
to mount daily, as Soviet citizens express their growing rejection of the failed ideology
promoted by the bureaucracy.

This gives rise to cautious optimism in the year of the Millennium of Kievan Christianity. It
provides a ray of hope for an event that is being commemorated under a dark cloud of
sadness and uncertainty. It is true that Volodymyr would be deeply troubled were he to
rise from his grave today, as in his life he showed great compassion and humanity
towards those who had fallen on hard times. But being a committed soldier of Christ, and
a firm believer, he would not have been discouraged by this period of adversity, either. He
would probably simply rededicate himself to the restoration of the Kievan tradition, with
patience, courage, hope, and good cheer.

The Golden Gates of Kiev about the year 1050.
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