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INTRODUCTION TO G. LE V. SIEUR DE BEAUPLAN’S
"DESCRIPTION OF UKRAINE”.—By J. T. Petryshyn

IEUR de Beauplan’s- “Description of
Ukraine,” whose reproduction we pre-
sent to the reader here, depicts Ukraine
and its people as the author saw them
in the XVIith century.

De Beauplan, a Frenchman, happened to live in
that country from October or November, 1630, to
March 29, 16}7. (K. Buczek, Beauplaniana.)

As is known, Ukraine suffered under Polish
imperialism at that time.

King Sigismund (Zygmunt Ill, 1566-1632)
ruled in Poland until 1682. From that year to
1648 the political power was in the hands of Wla-
dystaw IV Sigismund (Zygmunt Waza, 1595-
1648). The latter urgently appealed to the Ukrain-
ian Kozaks to help him in his struggle against
Muscovy. He promised to reward the Kozaks
generously. Wladyslaw's dream, to tell the truth,
was to take possession of the Muscovite crown.
The Kozaks accepted his proposition. Yet after a
short period of time the treacherous king made
peace with Moscow at Polanivka in 1634. Instead
of recompense for their help the Kozaks were
paid with ingratitude. Wladyslaw imposed mili-
tary limitations upon the Kozaks and an inhuman
oppression upon the Ukrainian citizenry. The
number of the registered Kozaks was reduced to
6,000. Wladyslaw’s fraud caused the Kozaks to
flee and join the free Zaporizhya. In order to stop
this movement, the Polish government authorized
de Beauplan to erect a fort in Kodak. Says de
Beauplan:“Within a cannon-shot lower is Kudac,
which is the first porouy (read: porih—].P.),
that is, a ridge of rocks running quite cross the
river, and hindering navigation. There is a fort
which I caused to be erected in July 1685, . ..
(p. §52.)

The fort was destroyed by the Kozaks under
the command of the patriotic Hetman Ivan Suly-
ma who was caught by the Poles and quartered
in Warsaw. De Beauplan describes it as follows:
“ ... but in August following, after I was gone,
one Solyman (read: Sulyma—]. P.), general of
certain rebellious Cossacks, in his return from the
sea, perceiving that castle obstructed his return
into the country, surprised it, and cut the garrison
in pieces, which then consisted of about two hun-
dred men under the command of Col. Marcon:
and Solyman, after taking and plundering the
fort, returned with the Cossacks to Zaporouy . ..”
(read: Zaporizhya—]. P.). The independent fort
of the Cossacks—Zaporizhya was taken by the
Poles under the command of Koniecpolski. “.
and lastly, that general (Sulyma—]|.P.) of the
rebels was taken with all his followers, and carried
to Warsaw, where he was quartered.” (p. 452.)

The Kozaks were insulted and outraged. In
1637, a revolution broke out under the command
of Pavlo Pavliuk. (According to the Crown Het-
man Mikolaj Potocki all the territory of Zapo-
rizhya was populated by the Kozaks at that time.)

v

After a terrible battle near Kumeyky, over-
whelming forces of the invaders defeated the Ko-
zaks. In Borovytsya the latter were forced by Po-
tocki to declare loyalty. In terms of Beauplan's
description it happened thus: ‘“The Polanders af-
terward neglected that fort, which made the Cos-
sacks insolent, and gave them the means to revolt
in the year 1637. When we met them, being eight-
een thousand strong, in their tabort at Komaiky
(read: Kumeyky—]|.P.), on the 16th of December
the same year, about noon; and though our army
consisted but of four thousand fighting men, we
fell on and routed them. The fight lasted till mid-
night; of them about six thousand were killed
upon the spot, and five pieces of cannon taken;
the rest escaped by the assistance of the night then
very dark, leaving us masters of the field. We lost
about a hundred men, and had a thousand wound-
ed, and among them several commanders. Mon-
sieur de Morueil a French gentleman, who was a
lieutenant colonel, lost his life, together with his
ensign. Captain Juskesby was killed, and the lieu-
tenant to Monsieur de Crosade, besides several
other strangers.”

In 1638, the Ukrainian free Kozaks were or-
ganized by Dmytro Hunya and Yakiv Ostryanyn
on the left bank of the Dnieper (Livoberezhya).
A revolution against Poland, which ended in dis-
aster for the Ukrainians, was gaining followers.
Hunya's army lost the fight near Starets, and
Ostryanyn went abroad with the survivors (900).
He settled near Chuhayiv.

Persecutions and terrorism were applied by
Wladyslaw in Ukraine.

That period, which lasted until 1648 (the na-
tional revolution under the command of Bohdan
Khmelnytsky), is known in Polish history as the
“golden peace.” Sieur de Beauplan describes that
merciless dictatorship of the Polish king Wladys-
law on page }449.

So much for the historical background of de
Beauplan’s “Description of Ukraine.”

If the reader wishes to become familiar with
the bibliography of Ukrainian history, and with
that of the Kozak period in particular, it is recom-
mended that he consult “Ukrains’ka Zahalna En-
tsyklopediya” (Editor: 1. Rakovsky), Lviv-Kolo-
myya-Stanyslaviv; “Entsyklopediya Ukrainoznav-
stva” (Editors: V. Kubiyovych and Z. Kuzelya),
Part I, Munich-New York, 1949; Hrushevsky, M.,
“Istoriya Ukrayiny-Rusy,” 10 volumes, Lviv-Kiev,
1910-1937. The above sources are available in all
the large libraries of this country.

As the reader of de Beauplan’s work will see, the
author describes many facets of life in Ukraine.
A wealth of geographic and ethnographic material
will be found in this book. Religious, military and
cultural conditions of the country are treated here
by de Beauplan. Many other aspects will also be
traced by the reader in this historical document.

Whatever the reason, it is obvious that the
French writer centers his attention in the first

place



place upon the Ukrainian Kozaks. The American
reader will learn who they were.

To this description a note may be added to tell
our American countrymen and friends that the
Kozaks are considered by the Ukrainian people
the very symbol of liberty and of sacrifice for
liberty. In the opinion of the Ukrainians, these
gallant knights were protectors of one of the old-
est European civilizations and cultural traditions
as well as defenders of the Western European
culture against attacks of uncivilized tribes.

In the Middle Ages, and especially in the XIth
century, the civilization of Ukraine reached its
peak.

As is known, the princes of Kiev, ancestors of
the Kozaks, have clearly illustrated what ni-
veau of civilization the Ukrainians can reach if
they are free. The Kiev Empire was respected and
admired by every European sovereign and every
civilized nation. To be related to Kiev by the in-
termarriage of his children was the dream of every
European king.

Awareness of these traditions inspired the U-
krainians in the course of their history. The great-
ness of their forefathers was the source of their
exceptional energy and courage demonstrated so
often in many hard-fought battles with invaders.

It is understandable now why the Europeans
of those days considered the Kozaks the bravest
and the most courageous soldiers.

It is quite superfluous to give the reader a de-
scription of the Kozaks for Beauplan has done
that brilliantly and objectively.

As far as the author's life is concerned, we do
not have much definite data. Yet the sources sug-
gested below help to create a fairly clear picture
of this French writer.

Guillaume le Vasseur, Sieur de Beauplan was
born in Normandy, France. The exact date of his
birth is not known to us. It is believed, however,
that Sieur de Beauplan was born at the begin-
ning of the XVIIth century, i.e., about 1600. The
date of his death is given by most sources as
about 1670. Yet we know today that de Beauplan
died in the year 1678. (See: “Beauplan,” Polski
stownik biograficzny, Krakow: PAU, 1935, I, pp.
384-386.)

He was a geometrician, geographer, architect,
engineer and mathematician. In the Polish service
de Beauplan was captain of artillery stationed in
Ukraine.

“Description of Ukraine” was based upon the
author’s stay in Ukraine for many years.

The work was published in several languages.

The first French edition appeared in Rouen,
France, in 1651. The second edition followed nine
years later (1660), the third—1661 and the last
was published by A. Golitzin in Paris—1861.

There were also three London editions (in Eng-
lish): 1704, 1732 and 1744, the present edition
being the fourth English and the first American.

The Germans printed de Beauplan’s report in
their language. (J. W. Moeller, Breslau, 1780).
The book was translated into Polish in 1822.

(J. U. Niemcewicz, Warsaw.)

The Russian editions are dated: 1832 (T.
Ustryalov, Petersburg); 1896 (K. Melnyk, Kiev);
1901 (V. Lyaskoronsky, Kiev).

A Latin translation was published in Warsaw
in 1761 (Mitzler de Kolof).

The original third English edition of 1744 has
been reproduced without any changes here. The
pagination has also remained unchanged. Besides
the description of Ukraine, the author also treats
“. .. the Crim Tartary” as well as legislatorial
minutiae relative to the election of the Polish king.
(This chapter was added to the book later.)

As is known, the English translation of Sieur
de Beauplan’s work forms part of a large collec-
tion of voyages and travels. That collection was
compiled by London booksellers Awnsham Church-
ill (d. 1728) and John Churchill (fl. 1695).

To the present edition we have added:

1. Three maps by de Beauplan (Courtesy of Mr.
B. Krawciw) :

a) Delineatio Generalis Camporum Deserto-
rum, vulgo Ukraina . . . . (1651);

b) Carte d’Vkranie . . . . (1660);

¢) Tractus Borysthenis vulgo Dniepr et
Niepr dicti . . .. (1680).

2. The title page of “A COLLECTION OF VOY-
AGES AND TRAVELS . . .” 1744. (Courtesy
of the New York Public Library).

This work has been brought to publication with
the advisory and financial assistance of Professor
I. F. Vovchuk, president of the O.D.F.F.U.

Bohdan Krawciw, a well-known Ukrainian au-
thor, whose concern was with the profound
studies on de Beauplan's maps, adds a masterly
contribution to this volume on the following pages.

I am also obliged to Mr. W. Davydenko, mem-
ber of our Editorial Board, for his constant co-
operation and genuine helpfulness reflected in a
multitude of ways.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Dr. Alex-
ander Sokolyshyn, without whose encouragement
and valuable suggestions such a publication as
this would have been impossible.

I deem it my duty to express my deep sense of
gratitude to Dr. Alfred Berlstein, Acting Chief of
the Slavonic Division of the New York Public
Library, for the pains he took in locating materials
and his friendly advice.

In addition, I am grateful to Mrs. Maud Cole,
First Assistant, and Mrs. Philomena Houlihan, As-
sistant, Reserve Division (Rare Books), New York
Pub{ic Library, for their accurate and prompt
service.

This edition is number one of the series:

“UKRAINIAN CULTURE ABROAD.”

J. P. PETRYSHYN
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GUILLAUME LE VASSEUR SIEUR DE BEAUPLAN’S
DESCRIPTION OF UKRAINE” AND HIS MILI-
TARY MAPS OF UKRAINE. — By Bohdan Krawciw

HE name Rus’ (in Latin Russia, Ru-

thenia) which during the i10th and

12th centuries referred to the Kievan

State — at first only to the Kiev

land and later to the whole territory
from the Syan and Buh rivers in the West to the
Volga in the East — toward the end of this state’s
existence and particularly after the rise of the
Halych-Volhynian State (1199) and the destruc-
tion of the Kievan Empire by the Mongols (1240),
was attached to the western lands of Ukraine—
Halych land and Volhyn.

Established on these territories during the 13th
century and the first half of the 14th century,
this name remained even later, after the invasion
of Halych land by the Polish king Casimir. In the
understanding of West European geographers
and cosmographers of that day and of later times,
as well as of Polish chroniclers and cartographers,
Rus’, although it lay within the Polish boundaries,
was a separate political, ethnic and cultural ter-
ritory. In their writings and maps they dis-
tinguished it from Poland proper, from Polish
ethnographic territories. For instance, on Marcus
Beneventanus first map of Central-Eastern Europe
entitled Tabvla Moderna Polonie. Vngarie. Boe-
mie. Germanie. Rvssie. Lithvanie. which was
included in Ptolemy's Geography, published in
1507 (Rome, Bernhardus Vinetus de Vitalibus),
or on the map of the eminent scholar and geogra-
pher of the early 16th century, Martin Waldsee-
mueller, entitled Tabvla Moderna Sarmatie Evr.
sive Hvngarie, Polonie, Rvssie, Prvssie et Valachie
(Johannes Schott, Strassburg) found in Ptolemy’s
Geography published in 1513, Rus’ was defined
in the titles of the maps as a separate territory,
equal not only to Poland, Lithuania and Wallachia
but to Germany, Hungary and Bohemia as well.

Both maps, as is verified by contemporary re-
searchers (Birkenmajer, Kordt, Piekarski, Buczek,
Chowaniec) were published on the basis of maps
and information compiled by the Cracow canon
and historian Bernard Wapowski (* 1535), who
at the beginning of the 16th century lived in Rome
and enjoyed friendly and academic association
with Marcus Beneventanus in Rome and Martin
Waldseemueller in Saint-Die, author of several
maps in the Strassburg edition of Ptolemy’s
Geography.

Rus’ was treated—according to tradition—as a
separate political and ethnic territory by the well-
known cosmographer Sebastian Munster (1489-
1552), publisher of several issues of Ptolemy's
Geography (beginning in 1540 in Basel) and au-
thor of the widely-known Cosmography published
first in 1542 and reprinted more than a score of
times during the 16th and 17th centuries in Ger-
man, Latin, Italian and other languages. In all
these publications the description of Rus’ (Rus-
sia), also referred to as Ruthenia and Podolia, is
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differentiated not only from the description of
Poland but also from the description of Muscovy
(Moscowiters Lands). Even Polish cartographers
of the second half of the 16th century defined Rus’
(Russia) on their maps as a separate territory
withim the borders of Poland, with distinct bound-
aries,“as for instance Waclaw Grodecki in a map
published in 1558 and included in 1570 in Abra-
ham Ortelius’ atlas entitled Poloniae finitimarum-
que locorum descriptio. Auctore Veceslao Godrec-
cio Polone.

In accordance with such traditional treatment
and with such an understanding of the name and
concept of Rus’ (Russia), all cartographers and
publishers of atlases at the end of the 16th cen-
tury and of the 17th century—Gerard Mercator,
Jodocus and Henry Hondius, Johannes Blaeu, Jan
Janson, Moses Pitt and others, if they published
maps of Poland in their atlases, showed only its
ethnographic territory—without Rus’ (Russia)
and Lithuania. Rus’ was treated by them as a sep-
arate country together with Lithuania, which for
a time (beginning in 1370 until 1569) encompas-
sed Ukrainian lands—Volhyn, Podilya and Kiev
province. In all these atlases there were separate
maps for Lithuania and Rus’. Rus’ was also treat-
ed as a separate land—administratively and eth-
nically.

In the descriptions of Poland of the Polish
writer and historian Szymon Starowolski (1588-
1656) printed in various publications  and reprint-
ed in all four editions of Joannes Blaeu's Aflas
Maior the description of Rus’ is differentiated
from the description of Poland and Lithuania. In
the Spanish translation of this description from
the Spanish edition of Blaeu’s Atlas Mayor (the
description is in the collection of this writer),
S. Starowolski, dividing Rus’ into Russia Roxa o
Roxolania and Russia la Blanca, includes in the first
place all Ukrainian territory from Lancut, Ryashiv,
Syanok, Krosno and Zamostya in the West to Kiev
in the East. That is, he includes in Rus’ the ter-
ritories of Lviv, Kholm and Belz as well as Vo-
lhyn, Podilya and all of Kiev land. All these lands
became known at the end of the 16th century
under the name Ukraina, first applied on the large
map of Lithuania of Tomasz Makowski (1575-
1620?), published by Hessel Gerritsz in 1613
cura et impensis of the Lithuanian-Rus’ prince
Mikolaj Christophor Radziwill, in the inscription
“Volinia Vlterior quae tum Vkraina tum Nis ab
aliis vocitatur.”

Wider knowledge of Ukraine as a territory sub-
ject to the personal authority of Polish kings but
ethnically and culturally separate was brought
into world geography and history by the geogra-
pher, cartographer and military engineer-architect
Guillaume le Vasseur de Beauplan with his De-
scription d'Ukraine and his general and special

maps



maps of Ukraine. What really established this
name in the world was the uprising of Bohdan
Khmelnytsky against Poland in 1648, which was
crowned by the creation of the Ukrainian Kozak
State and brought Ukraine onto the scene of world
history. From the time of Khmelnytsky's revolt
the name Ukraine entered into general use in the
West. In all descriptions of Ukraine printed in
those days, as in almest all maps of contemporary
cartographers the Rus’ of that time—Russia Ru-
bra, Volhyn together with Kiev land, Podilya—was
already specified as Ukraine. On the maps of the
French geographer Nicolas Sanson (1600-1667)
and of his sons and later on the maps of Guillaume
de I'lsle (1675-1726) and the English cartogra-
pher John Senex (t+ 1740), this name was written
in French as Ukraine Pays de Cosaques or in
English as Ukraine or the Lands of Cosaques. A
separate map of Ukraine’ (two editions) of the
German cartographer Johann B. Homann (1664-
1727) gives this name: Ukrainia, quae e[s]t Ter-
ra Cossaccorum. Similar maps of Matthias Seuter
(1678-1756) and his successor Conrad Tobias
Lotter (1717-1777) are entitled Amplissima Ukra-
nige Regio. A map of the Dutch cartographer
Pierre van der Aa was published in 1729 under
the title: Ukraine, Grand Pays de la Russie
Rouge, (Homann’s, Lotter’s and Aa’s maps of
Ukraine are all in the collection of this writer).

Guillaume le Vasseur was born about 1600 in
Rouen in the French province of Normandy, the
son of the French geographer and mathematician
Guillaume le Vasseur senior. Receiving the Beau-
plan estate upon his marriage, as his wife’s dowry,
he took the name of Beauplan. In October or No-
vember of 1630, as presented by K. Buczek on
documented facts in his article Beauplaniana,
published in Wiadomoséi Sluzby Geograficznej,
Warsaw, 1934, No. -1, pp. 1-36, Guillaume le
Vasseur de Beauplan arrived in Poland during
the rule of King Sigismund I and began service
as a military engineer-architect in the Polish army
under the command of the Hetman Stanislaw
Koniecpolski. In this service, carried out largely
in Ukraine and specifically in Podilya and Kiev
land (the usual place of residence and point of
departure during his settlement there was the town
of Bar in Podilya), Beauplan occupied himsel
not only in the building of forts and castles (Novyi
Konetzpol, Kremenchuk, Kodak, etc.) and the
establishment of new settlements, but also in
geographic explorations and mapping of lands,
until then defined as loca deserta.

Beauplan spent 16 years and 5 months in mili-
tary service in Ukraine (K. Buczek, op, cit., p. 3),
gathering materials continuously for a proposed
description of Ukraine in which, to all appear-
ances, the author planned to include not only de-
scription of explored and mapped-by-him Ukrain-
ian lands, but also a general and special map of
Ukraine, an additional special map of the highly
important (at that time) artery of communication,
the Dnieper river and its rapids, as well as plans
of certain towns and forts.

The work begun on the general map was com-
pleted about 1638, as indicated by the copy of
this map drawn to a scale of 1:1.550.000 by the
Swedish military engineer Fredericus Getkant
in the year 1638 and included under the title Ta-
bula Geographica Ukrainska in his hand-written
atlas preserved in K. Krigsarkivet, Stockholm
(See: Leo Bagrow, The First Maps of the Dnieper

Cataracts, /mago Mundi, X:92 and reproduction
of Getkant’s map on p. 91). There is reason to
believe that in the succeeding years and no later
than 1645 Beauplan completed other material for
his description, in particular his large special map
of Ukraine, because in that year he received a
privilege from King Vladyslaw IV to publish maps
of Ukraine.

Beauplan resigned from Polish service on March
20, 1647 for reasons not definitely known, but
presumably because of the death of his patron,
Hetman Koniecpolski, and the advent of a new
Hetman Mikolaj Potocki, who was rather un-
friendly toward him. Potocki’s act concerning
Beauplan’s resignation from service in the Royal
army was published by K. Buczek. (“Beauplania-
na,” Wiadomosci Sluzby Geograficznej, 1:35-36,
Warsaw, 1934.)

Beauplan was unable to realize his full plan to
prepare a basic description of Ukraine with de-
tailed maps of Ukrainian territory. Discharged
from military service in March, 1647, 14 months
before Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s uprising, Beauplan
sojourned briefly in Warsaw and toward the end
of 1647 travelled to Danzig (Gdansk), where he
became associated with the engraver Wilhelm
Hondt (Guilhelmus Hondius), a member of a
distinguished family of Dutch cartographers and
the cartographer of the Polish king Wladyslaw IV.
He submitted to Hondt for engraving his maps of
Ukraine—the large, special map and the small
general map, together with a not-too-carefully
prepared general map of all Poland. Beauplan
remained in Danzig for several months in 1647-48,
supervising the preparation of plates by Hondt
and constantly correcting them. In the first half of
1648 he was obliged to interrupt this work and
return to Rouen, presumably in connection with
matters involving his estate.

Hondt, who did not rush with the engraving of
the maps, had not even completed the printing of
the general map of Ukraine when Beauplan ar-
rived again in Danzig in 1650, even though the up-
rising of Bohdan Khmelnytsky and his war with
Poland made its publication urgent. The map
was finally published in 1651, as indicated by re-
ferences on it to the battle of Loyiv in 1649 and
the battle of Berestechko in 1651, under the title
Delineatio Generalis Camporum Desertorum, vul-
go Ukraina, Cum adjacentibus Provinciis. Bono
publico erecta per Guilhelmum le Vasseur de
Beauplan, S.R.M-tis Architectum militarem et Ca-
pitaneum.

Beauplan returned to France in 1651, apparent-
ly with originals of his two maps or at least their
proofs, but without the expected copies of one
of these maps that he had hoped to include in his
description of Ukraine, as indicated occasionally
in the text of this description.

The first edition of his “Description d'Ukraine,”
prepared for print, Beauplan was obliged to pub-
lish without maps. It appeared immediately after
his return to Rouen from Danzig in 1651, without
the name Ukraine in the title page but with several
references to this name in the text. One hundred
copies of this 79-page edition were printed, en-
titled Description des contrees dv Royavme de
Pologne, contenvés depvis les confins de la Mos-
couie, iusques aux limites de la Transilvanie. Par
le Sieyr de Beavplan, A Roven, Chez Jacqves Cail-
loiié . . . MDCLI. :

The general



The general map of Ukraine, dated 1648 and
published in 1651, had been very carelessly pre-
pared. The north is placed at the bottom of the
map, which embraces all the territory of the pre-
sent-day Ukraine and on which are marked in de-
tail all the rapids of the Dnieper. It was drawn to
a scale of 1:1,800,000. Copies of it were preserved
until 1939 in the Royal Library in Dresden and in
the collection of L. Bagrow in Berlin. V. Kordt in-
cluded reproductions of this map in his work
Materialy po istorii russkoi kartografii (Materials
for the History of Russian Cartography), Vol. I,
Part 2, Kiev, 1910 under the No. IX, and Leo
Bagrow included it in his works entitled: “Die
ersten Karten der Ukraine,” Anecdota Cartogra-
phica 1. Berlin, 1935, and Geschichte der Karto-
graphie, Berlin, 1951, plate 100. The photostat
of this map given in our publication is that of
V. Kordt’s reproduction.

Beauplan was not successful with the publica-
tion of his large special map of Ukraine, draw-
ings of which he had given to Wilhelm Hondt
for engraving in 1647. In view of the numerous
changes, corrections and additions made by the
author on each of his trips to Danzig, the work
of publishing this map was much delayed. Its
appearance was hindered on one hand by the
death of Wilhelm Hondt (1653) and on the other
by the departure of Beauplan himself in 1652 or
1653 to the West Indies (Antilles) to which Beau-
plan, who was a Huguenot (see: Elie Borschak,
L'Ukraine dans la litterature de I'Europe occi-
dentale . . ., Paris, M.CM.XXXV, p. 155), was
apparently forced by the political situation in
France at that time. Meanwhile, the Polish king
Jan Kazimierz was engaged in a bitter war with
Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky in Ukraine and was
interested in this map because of its importance
for military operations in that country. Possibly
worried that this par excellence military map as
well as other materials of Beauplan (particularly
the special map of the Dnieper and its rapids
which was unusually important from a military
standpoint) might fall into the wrong hLands, he
retrieved from Hondt's widow all materials which
had been in Hondt's possession as well as the en-
graved plates of the special map of Ukraine, and
gave them in 1654 together with his special privi-
lege to the Danzig bookseller and publisher
Georg Forster and his associate Joachim Pasto-
rius for completion. But neither were they suc-
cessful in completing the work begun by Beauplan
and Hondt: in 1655 war broke out between Po-
land and Sweden and during military operations
specifically at the time of the evacuation of Dan-
zig and the flight of Forster and Pastorius from
that city, all the cartographical materials and
hand-written manuscripts of Beauplan, as well
as the plates of his maps of Ukraine, disappeared
without a trace. Returning from the West Indies
to France, in 1659 or 1660, Beauplan was unable
to obtain a thing from Danzig, as he confirms in
the foreword to the second edition of his “De-
scription of Ukraine.”

Nevertheless, the cartographical work of Beau-
plan, of which the most valuable outcome was the
special map of Ukraine, did not go to waste. A
certain number of copies have been preserved in
libraries and cartographical collections in Europe.
Czeslaw Chowaniec, author of the basic study of
this map published under the title “Une carte
militaire Polonaise ou XVII-e siécle (Les origines
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de la carte de I'Ukraine dressée par Guillaume
le Vasseur de Beauplan)” in Revue Internationale
d’Histoire Militaire, Paris 1952, 1Il. pp. 546-562,
believes that all these copies, which differ from
one another only in details, are proofs made dur-
ing Hondt's lifetime, that is before 1653. These
copies, which have been preserved to our time,
were printed on eight sheets (four sheets across
with four below), headed across the full width of
the page by the title: Delineatio specialis et ac-
curata Ukrainae cum suis palatinatibus et distric-
tibus provincijsque adiacentibus. Bono publico
erecta per Guilhelmum le Vasseur de Beauplan
S.R.M-tis Poloniae et Sueciae Architectum mili-
tarem et capitaneum. Aeri vero incisa opera et
studio Wilhelmi Hondij S.R.M. Poloniae et Sue-
ciae Chaleographi Privilegati. Gedani Anno
MDCDL.

In the same way as on the general map, the
north on this special map of Ukraine is found at
the bottom. Yet, although it is a “special map”
and is printed on eight sheets, this map does not
encompass all the territory shown on the general
map of Ukraine. The first two upper sheets of
the map Delineatio specialis et accurata Ukrainae
take in a part of Rus’, Volhyn and a part of Po-
dilya, the third and fourth top sheets and seventh
and eighth lower sheets encompass Kiev land and
parts of the neighboring voyevodeships, and on
the fifth and sixth lower sheets are laid out Po-
kutya and Podilya. The whole map is very care-
fully and accurately drawn (except for Rus’ and
Volhyn) to a scale of 1:452,000 and researchers
consider it the outstanding cartographical monu-
ment of the 17th century, a work which played a
vital role in the matter of cartographical reform
of the whole face of Europe (K. Buczek, op. cit,,
p. 34). Czeslaw Chowaniec emphasizes in the
ahove-mentioned article (op. cit., p. 546), that
this map was very highly regarded and frequently
used by military commanders of that time, parti-
cularly King Jan III Sobieski and the Swedish
King Charles XII, whose ally in battle against
the Muscovite tsar Peter I was the Hetman of
Ukraine, Ivan Mazepa. Copies of this map are
preserved in the British Museum (two), in the
National Library in Paris, in the University Library
at Uppsala, and in the State Library in Dresden.
Until the war (1939) there were copies also in
the University Library at Cracow, in the Czarto-
ryski's library at Cracow, in the Czetwertynski’s
library in Milanéw, in the Branicki’s library in Wi-
lanéw and in the University Library in Vilna. A
reproduction of the special map which was pre-
served in Dresden, is included by V. Kordt on
eight sheets in its original size under the numbers
I-VHI in his “Materials” (second part of the 1st
series) published in Kiev in 1910. A smaller re-
production of this map, preserved in the University
Library at Uppsala, was printed by Czeslaw Cho-
waniec with his article in Revue Internationale
d’Historie Militaire, 1952, 111, No. 12. Another
basic study of this map was published by Roman
Jacyk in Polski Przeglqd Kartograficzny, Lwow-
Warszawa. 1931-1932, vol. V, pp. 66-91 under
the title “Analiza mapy Ukrainy Beauplana” (A-
nalysis of Beauplan’s Map of Ukraine).

There is some reason to believe that proofs,
and perhaps even the originals of both maps—
both the general and the special—were brought
by Beauplan to Rouen after his stay in Danzig in
1650. Without doubt Beauplan also had at his
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maps of Ukraine. What really established this
name in the world was the uprising of Bohdan
Khmelnytsky against Poland in 1648, which was
crowned by the creation of the Ukrainian Kozak
State and brought Ukraine onto the scene of world
history. From the time of Khmelnytsky's revolt
the name Ukraine entered into general use in the
West. In all descriptions of Ukraine printed in
those days, as in almest all maps of contemporary
cartographers the Rus’ of that time—Russia Ru-
bra, Volhyn together with Kiev land, Podilya—was
already specified as Ukraine. On the maps of the
French geographer Nicolas Sanson (1600-1667)
and of his sons and later on the maps of Guillaume
de I'lsle (1675-1726) and the English cartogra-
pher John Senex (t 1740), this name was written
in French as Ukraine Pays de Cosaques or in
English as Ukraine or the Lands of Cosaques. A
separate map of Ukraine’ (two editions) of the
German cartographer Johann B. Homann (1664-
1727) gives this name: Ukrainia, quae e[s]t Ter-
ra Cossaccorum. Similar maps of Matthias Seuter
(1678-1756) and his successor Conrad Tobias
Lotter (1717-1777) are entitled Amplissima Ukra-
niae Regio. A map of the Dutch cartographer
Pierre van der Aa was published in 1729 under
the title: Ukraine, Grand Pays de la Russie
Rouge, (Homann’s, Lotter’s and Aa’s maps of
Ukraine are all in the collection of this writer).

Guillaume le Vasseur was born about 1600 in
Rouen in the French province of Normandy, the
son of the French geographer and mathematician
Guillaume le Vasseur senior. Receiving the Beau-
plan estate upon his marriage, as his wife’s dowry,
he took the name of Beauplan. In October or No-
vember of 1630, as presented by K. Buczek on
documented facts in his article Beauplaniana,
published in Wiadomoséi Sluzby Geograficznej,
Warsaw, 1934, No. -1, pp. 1-36, Guillaume le
Vasseur de Beauplan arrived in Poland during
the rule of King Sigismund III and began service
as a military engineer-architect in the Polish army
under the command of the Hetman Stanislaw
Koniecpolski. In this service, carried out largely
in Ukraine and specifically in Podilya and Kiev
land (the usual place of residence and point of
departure during his settlement there was the town
of Bar in Podilya), Beauplan occupied himself
not only in the building of forts and castles (Novyi
Konetzpol, Kremenchuk, Kodak, etc.) and the
establishment of new settlements, but also in
geographic explorations and mapping of lands,
until then defined as loca deserta.

Beauplan spent 16 years and 5 months in mili-
tary service in Ukraine (K. Buczek, op, cit., p. 3),
gathering materials continuously for a proposed
description of Ukraine in which, to all appear-
ances, the author planned to include not only de-
scription of explored and mapped-by-him Ukrain-
ian lands, but also a general and special map of
Ukraine, an additional special map of the highly
important (at that time) artery of communication,
the Dnieper river and its rapids, as well as plans
of certain towns and forts.

The work begun on the general mnap was com-
pleted about 1638, as indicated by the copy of
this map drawn to a scale of 1:1.550.000 by the
Swedish military engineer Fredericus Getkant
in the year 1638 and included under the title Ta-
bula Geographica Ukrainska in his hand-written
atlas preserved in K. Krigsarkivet, Stockholm
(See: Leo Bagrow, The First Maps of the Dnieper

Cataracts, Imago Mundi, X:92 and reproduction
of Getkant’s map on p. 91). There is reason to
believe that in the succeeding years and no later
than 1645 Beauplan completed other material for
his description, in particular his large special map
of Ukraine, because in that year he received a
privilege from King Vladyslaw IV to publish maps
of Ukraine.

Beauplan resigned from Polish service on March
29, 1647 for reasons not definitely known, but
presumably because of the death of his patron,
Hetman Koniecpolski, and the advent of a new
Hetman Mikolaj Potocki, who was rather un-
friendly toward him. Potocki’s act concerning
Beauplan’s resignation from service in the Royal
army was published by K. Buczek. (“‘Beauplania-
na,” Wiadomosci Sluzby Geograficznej, 1:35-36,
Warsaw, 1934.)

Beauplan was unable to realize his full plan to
prepare a basic description of Ukraine with de-
tailed maps of Ukrainian territory. Discharged
from military service in March, 1647, 14 months
before Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s uprising, Beauplan
sojourned briefly in Warsaw and toward the end
of 1647 travelled to Danzig (Gdansk), where he
became associated with the engraver Wilhelm
Hondt (Guilhelmus Hondius), a member of a
distinguished family of Dutch cartographers and
the cartographer of the Polish king Wladyslaw IV.
He submitted to Hondt for engraving his maps of
Ukraine—the large, special map and the small
general map, together with a not-too-carefully
prepared general map of all Poland. Beauplan
remained in Danzig for several months in 1647-48,
supervising the preparation of plates by Hondt
and constantly correcting them. In the first half of
1648 he was obliged to interrupt this work and
return to Rouen, presumably in connection with
matters involving his estate.

Hondt, who did not rush with the engraving of
the maps, had not even completed the printing of
the general map of Ukraine when Beauplan ar-
rived again in Danzig in 1650, even though the up-
rising of Bohdan Khmelnytsky and his war with
Poland made its publication urgent. The map
was finally published in 1651, as indicated by re-
ferences on it to the battle of Loyiv in 1649 and
the battle of Berestechko in 1651, under the title
Delineatio Generalis Camporum Desertorum, vul-
go Ukraina, Cum adjacentibus Provinciis. Bono
publice erecta per Guilhelmum le Vasseur de
Beauplan, S.R.M-tis Architectum militarem et Ca-
pitaneum.

Beauplan returned to France in 1651, apparent-
ly with originals of his two maps or at least their
proofs, but without the expected copies of one
of these maps that he had hoped to include in his
description of Ukraine, as indicated occasionally
in the text of this description.

The first edition of his “Description d'Ukraine,”
prepared for print, Beauplan was obliged to pub-
lish without maps. It appeared immediately after
his return to Rouen from Danzig in 1651, without
the name Ukraine in the title page but with several
references to this name in the text. One hundred
copies of this 79-page edition were printed, en-
titled Description des contrees dv Royavme de
Pologne, contenvés depvis les confins de la Mos-
couie, iusques aux limites de la Transilvanie. Par
le Sieyr de Beavplan, A Roven, Chez Jacqves Cail-
loué . . . MDCLI.

The general



The general map of Ukraine, dated 1648 and
published in 1651, had been very carelessly pre-
pared. The north is placed at the bottom of the
map, which embraces all the territory of the pre-
sent-day Ukraine and on which are marked in de-
tail all the rapids of the Dnieper. It was drawn to
a scale of 1:1,800,000. Copies of it were preserved
until 1939 in the Royal Library in Dresden and in
the collection of L. Bagrow in Berlin. V. Kordt in-
cluded reproductions of this map in his work
Materialy po istorii russkoi kartografii (Materials
for the History of Russian Cartography), Vol. |,
Part 2, Kiev, 1910 under the No. IX, and Leo
Bagrow included it in his works entitled: “Die
ersten Karten der Ukraine,” Anecdota Cartogra-
phica 1. Berlin, 1935, and Geschichte der Karto-
graphie, Berlin, 1951, plate 100. The photostat
of this map given in our publication is that of
V. Kordt's reproduction.

Beauplan was not successful with the publica-
tion of his large special map of Ukraine, draw-
ings of which he had given to Wilhelm Hondt
for engraving in 1647. In view of the numerous
changes, corrections and additions made by the
author on each of his trips to Danzig, the work
of publishing this map was much delayed. its
appearance was hindered on one hand by the
death of Wilhelm Hondt (1653) and on the other
by the departure of Beauplan himself in 1652 or
1653 to the West Indies (Antilles) to which Beau-
plan, who was a Huguenot (see: Elie Borschak,
L'Ukraine dans la litterature de I'Europe occi-
dentale . . ., Paris, M.\CM. XXXV, p. 155), was
apparently forced by the political situation in
France at that time. Meanwhile, the Polish king
Jan Kazimierz was engaged in a bitter war with
Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky in Ukraine and was
interested in this map because of its importance
for military operations in that country. Possibly
worried that this par excellence military map as
well as other materials of Beauplan (particularly
the special map of the Dnieper and its rapids
which was unusually important from a military
standpoint) might fall into the wrong hands, he
retrieved from Hondt's widow all materials which
had been in Hondt's possession as well as the en-
graved plates of the special map of Ukraine, and
gave them in 1654 together with his special privi-
lege to the Danzig bookseller and publisher
Georg Forster and his associate joachim Pasto-
rius for completion. But neither were they suc-
cessful in completing the work begun by Beauplan
and Hondt: in 1655 war broke out between Po-
land and Sweden and during military operations
specifically at the time of the evacuation of Dan-
zig and the flight of Forster and Pastorius from
that city, all the cartographical materials and
hand-written manuscripts of Beauplan, as well
as the plates of his maps of Ukraine, disappeared
without a trace. Returning from the West Indies
to France, in 1659 or 1660, Beauplan was unable
to obtain a thing from Danzig, as he confirms in
the foreword to the second edition of his “De-
scription of Ukraine.”

Nevertheless, the cartographical work of Beau-
plan, of which the most valuable outcome was the
special map of Ukraine, did not go to waste. A
certain number of copies have been preserved in
libraries and cartographical collections in Europe.
Czeslaw Chowaniec, author of the basic study of
this map published under the title ‘“Une carte
militaire Polonaise ou XVII-e siécle (Les origines
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de la carte de PUkraine dressée par Guillaume
le Vasseur de Beauplan)” in Revue Internationale
d’Histoire Militaire, Paris 1952, Ill. pp. 546-562,
believes that all these copies, which differ from
one another only in details, are proofs made dur-
ing Hondt's lifetime, that is before 1653. These
copies, which have been preserved to our time,
were printed on eight sheets (four sheets across
with four below), headed across the full width of
the page by the title: Delineatio specialis et ac-
curata Ukrainae cum suis palatinatibus et distric-
tibus provincijsque adiacentibus. Bono publico
erecta per Guilhelmum le Vasseur de Beauplan
S.R.M-tis Poloniae et Sueciae Architectum mili-
tarem et capitaneum. Aeri vero incisa opera et
studio Wilhelmi Hondij S.R.M. Poloniae et Sue-
ciae Chaleographi Privilegati. Gedani Anno
MDCDL.

In the same way as on the general map, the
north on this special map of Ukraine is found at
the bottom. Yet, although it is a “special map”
and is printed on eight sheets, this map does not
encompass all the territory shown on the general
map of Ukraine. The first two upper sheets of
the map Delineatio specialis et accurata Ukrainae
take in a part of Rus’, Volhyn and a part of Po-
dilya, the third and fourth top sheets and seventh
and eighth lower sheets encompass Kiev land and
parts of the neighboring voyevodeships, and on
the fifth and sixth lower sheets are laid out Po-
kutya and Podilya. The whole map is very care-
fully and accurately drawn (except for Rus’ and
Volhyn) to a scale of 1:452,000 and researchers
consider it the outstanding cartographical monu-
ment of the 17th century, a work which played a
vital role in the matter of cartographical reform
of the whole face of Europe (K. Buczek, op. cit.,
p. 34). Czeslaw Chowaniec emphasizes in the
above-mentioned article (op. cit., p. 546), that
this map was very highly regarded and frequently
used by military commanders of that time, parti-
cularly King Jan III Sobieski and the Swedish
King Charles XII, whose ally in battle against
the Muscovite tsar Peter I was the Hetman of
Ukraine, lvan Mazepa. Copies of this map are
preserved in the British Museum (two), in the
National Library in Paris, in the University Library
at Uppsala, and in the State Library in Dresden.
Until the war (1939) there were copies also in
the University Library at Cracow, in the Czarto-
ryski's library at Cracow, in the Czetwertynski’s
library in Milanéw, in the Branicki’s library in Wi-
lanéw and in the University Library in Vilna. A
reproduction of the special map which was pre-
served in Dresden, is included by V. Kordt on
eight sheets in its original size under the numbers
I-VIIT in his “Materials” (second part of the Ist
series) published in Kiev in 1910. A smaller re-
production of this map, preserved in the University
Library at Uppsala, was printed by Czeslaw Cho-
waniec with his article in Revue Internationale
d’Historie Militaire, 1952, 111, No. 12. Another
basic study of this map was published by Roman
Jacyk in Polski Przeglgd Kartograficzny, Lwéw-
Warszawa. 1931-1932, vol. V, pp. 66-91 under
the title “Analiza mapy Ukrainy Beauplana” (A-
nalysis of Beauplan’s Map of Ukraine).

There is some reason to believe that proofs,
and perhaps even the originals of both maps—
both the general and the special—were brought
by Beauplan to Rouen after his stay in Danzig in
1650. Without doubt Beauplan also had at his
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home in France the original of his map of the
Dnieper. From the materials he had on hand, the
hand-written manuscript of “Description,” and
the originals of the maps or the proofs of the plates
engraved by Hondt, he began attempts to realize
his previous plan, the publication of the description
of Ukraine with all available cartographical ma-
terial that pertained to it. These attempts were
apparently made by Beauplan in several ways
after his return to France from West Indies about
1660.

First of all he prepared for print the second
edition of his “Description of Ukraine,” supple-
menting it with chapters about the climate of
Ukraine, the election of the Polish king and the
manners of the Polish nobility. This description,
appearing with the name Ukraine in the title, which
was made timely by events in Ukraine, foremost by
the uprising of Bohdan Khmelnytsky and the
creation of the Kozak State, was published in
1660 in Rouen under the title: Description d’Vkra-
nie, qvi sont plvsievrs Prouinces du Royaume de
Pologne. Contenvés depvis les confins de la Mos-
couie, iusques aux limites de la Transilvanie. En-
semble leurs moevrs, fagons de viures, et de faire
la Guerre. Par le Sieur de Beauplan. A Roven,
Chez lacqves Cailloiie’, dans la Cour du Palais.
M.DC.LX.

Included in this second edition of the “De-
scription of Ukraine” (his third Paris edition of
1661 was only a revised title page added to the
unsold copies of the second edition) was the gen-
eral map of Ukraine, prepared under Beauplan’s
supervision by his friend Jean Toutaing and pub-
lished under the title: Carte d'Vkranie contenant
plusieurs Prouinces comprises entre les Confins
de Moscouie et les Limittes de Transiluanie dres-
sez par G. L. V. sieur de Beauplan Ingenieur et
Capitaine de ['Artillerie du serenissime Roy de
Pologne. A Rouen Chez |acques Caillove dans la
Cour de Pallais. This map followed in strict de-
tail the map engraved by Hondt in Danzig, omit-
ting only the captions referring to the battles of
Loyiv and Berestechko. The photostat of this map
given in our publication is that of V. Kordt’s
reproduction in his work “Materialy po istorii
russkoi kartografii. Kiev, 1899, Vol. I, Part 1, No.
XXXII.

The treatment given to the ‘‘Description of
Ukraine” in the Atlas Maior published in Dutch,
Latin, French and Spanish by one of the most
prominent Dutch cartographers and publishers
of maps, atlases and globes, Joannes Blaeu of
Amsterdam, is the most complete of any and
most closely follows Beauplan’s original plan. All
these editions included Beauplan’s description of
Ukraine from his first publication (1551) with in-
significant abridgement, divided into the descrip-
tion of the Dnieper (Borysthenes) and the man-
ners and methods of fighting of the Zaporozhyan
Kozaks, and the description of the Taurica Cher-
sonesus or Perckop Tartary and Crimea. In the
Latin edition of this atlas (vol. I, 1662), this
description was printed under the title: Descriptio
Borysthenis flvvii, vulgo Niepr, sive Dniepr dicti:
simul & moribus Cosacorvm Zaporoviorvm. In the
footnotes to it and to the description of Crimea and
Tartary Minor it is clearly pointed out that it was
translated fofa from Beauplan’s book. Beauplan’s
authorship is likewise emphasized in the Dutch
cdition of this atlas (Grooten Atlas, 1664-1665).
In the Spanish edition of the Atlas Mayor 1659-
1672, which also includes the above-mentioned

description of the Borysthenes, Tartary and Cri-
mea, no mention is made of Beauplan. (The
French edition of Blaeu's Le grand Atlas (1667)
we have not yet had the good fortune to see.)

Great value and importance is given to these
descriptions of the Dnieper, which are actually
descriptions of Ukraine, by the three maps of
Ukraine included in all four editions and very
accurately and tastefully drawn by Joannes Blaeu
himself with artistic vignettes. These maps cover
the Dnieper’s entire route from Kiev to the Black
Sea: 1. Tractus Borysthenis vulgo Dniepr et Niepr
dicti, a Kiovia usque ad Bouzin—drawn to scale
of 1:226,000; 2. Tractus Borysthenis vulgo Dniepr
et Niepr dicti, a Bouzin usque ad Chortyca Ostrow
—1:226,000 and 3. Tractus Borysthenis vulgo
Dniepr et Niepr dicti, a Chortica Ostro[w] ad ur-
bem Oczakow ubi in Pontem Euxinum se ex-
onerat—1:452,000. (All these maps together with
the Latin text of “Descriptio Borysthenis’ are in
the collection of this writer.)

The author’s name is not marked on these three
maps, but when it is noted that these maps are
included in the text of Beauplan's description of
Ukraine, and the names shown on them are com-
pared with the names on other Beauplan maps
of Ukraine and with the names in the description
itself, then Beauplan’s authorship is unquestion-
able. The authorship of Beauplan is confirmed by
all the most outstanding researchers of his maps
(V. Kordt, L. Bagrow, K. Buczek, R. Jacyk).
Some researchers surmise (L. Bagrow) that Blaeu
may have received Beauplan’s maps of the Dnie-
per from V.Hondt or his widow, but this is im-
probable, especially when one considers the com-
petition in trade and publishing and also the en-
mity that existed between the families of Hondt
and Blaeu. Our conjecture is that Blaeu received
the original Dnieper map directly from Beauplan
himself. Its anonymous publication can be ex-
plained thus: Beauplan, bound by the royal license
(privilege) and considerations of his former serv-
ice in the Polish royal army, could not publish
these maps (which were top secret because of
the military aspect of the time) without special
permission. These maps of the Dnieper were so
perfect for their time that Peter I, having them in
his possession, gave up the mapping of that river,
although he took care at the same time to see
that a very close mapping was made of other
districts and rivers, as for instance of the Don. All
three maps of the Dnieper were incorporated on
one sheet by the English publisher Moses Pitt
and included under the title: Tractus Borysthenis
vulgo Dniepr et Niepr dicti, a Kiovia ad urbum (!)
Oczakow ubi in Pontum Euxinum se exonerat in
his first volume of English Atlas, published by
him in Oxford in 1680. (We have included in this
publication a photostat of the Dnieper map, made
from an original map which is found in our col-
lection.) Included—we believe by mistake—in all -
the above-mentioned descriptions of the Dnieper
in all of Blaeu’s atlases is a fourth map of the
Dnieper entitled: Tractus Borysthenis vulgo
Dniepr et Niepr dicti. A civitati Czyrkassi ad ostia
et Ilmien lacum, per quem in Pontum Euxinum
se exonerat which has nothing to do with Beau-
plan. Its author was Tomasz Makowski, and at
first it was inserted in Makowski's large map of
Lithuania published by Hessel Geritsz in 1613.

An abridgement of Beauplan’s “Description of
Ukraine” (on 4 folio pages) was printed in Moses
Pitt’s
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Pitt's The English Atlas, Oxford 1680 under the
title Of the Boristhenes and the Ukrain. 1t was
the first description of Ukraine published in
English. In the reprint of a part of this “English
Atlas” with preface by Prof. O. Halecki (New
York, 1943) containing “A Description of Po-
land” only, the description “Of the Boristhenes
and the Ukrain” was not included.

With the maps of the Dnieper, J. Blaeu in-
serted in several copies of his Atlas Maior (1658-
1672) Beauplan’s special map of Ukraine on
four sheets, reducing the third, fourth, seventh
and eighth sheets (Kiev land) of his Delineatio
specialis to one under the title Ukrainae pars
quae Kiovia vulgo dicitur. On the three other
sheets Joannes Blaeu showed the territory of Po-
kutya (Ukrainae Pars quae Pokutia vulgo dici-
tur), Podilya (Ukrainae Pars quae Podolia vulgo
dictur) and Bratslav land (Ukrainae Pars quae
Barclavia Palatinatus vulgo dicitur), omitting the
regions of Lviw, Kholm and Volhyn. These four
maps of Ukrainian territory, each indicating Beau-
plan’s authorship in its title, were later reprinted
and included in several copies of the atlases of
Moses Pitt and Jansonio Waesbergii, I. Ottens,
Covens & Mortier, Homann and others. The ac-
curacy and thoroughness of the drawings, the
correctness of names, costumes of the Ukrainian
Kozaks and villagers in their vignettes—all this
proves that they must have been executed in
Blaeu’s workshop with Beauplan’s direct approval,
perhaps even with his personal cooperation.

Beauplan’s “Great Map” (Delineatio Specialis)
of Ukraine became the basis also of a series of
Ukrainian maps published by the French carto-
grapher H. Sanson and his sons in Paris in 1665,
as Czeslaw Chowaniec mentions, with the permis-
sion of Beauplan himself. These maps embrace
Black Rus’ (Russie Noire) with the Rus’ voyevo-
deships, the lands of Kholm and Belz, Pokutya
and a portlon of Volhyn, Upper Volhyn (Haute
Volhynie) or the Lutsk voyevodeship, Lower Vo-
lhyn (Basse Volhynie) or the Kiev voyevodeship,
Upper Podilya (Haute Podolie) or the Kamyanets
voyevodeship, and Lower Podilya (Basse Podo-
lie) or the Bratslav voyevodeship. All were copied
entirely or to a large extent from Beauplan’s large

map, “de Grande Carte D'Ukraine du S-r Le
Vasseur de Beauplan,” as is noted in the title of
each. '

As for the separate maps and plans of different
cities and forts, which were to be included in
Beauplan’s Description of Ukraine and which
until recently were presumed lost, some were
found in the public library in Danzig, as reported
in the Parisian periodical “L’Ukraine,” 1952,
7:596. Among these maps and plans was a plan
of the Kodak fortress built by Beauplan. This
plan was prepared by Beauplan himself and bears
the title: Delineatio Fortality Kudak ad primam
Cataractam seu Lamen Borysth. extructum per
Vladislaum IV Reg. Pol. invictis. An. 1635.

Beauplan’s maps of Ukraine, in particular his
general map which after 1660 was re-drawn with
the north at the top and published several times
with the title Typus Generalis Ukrainae sive Pa-
latinatuum Podoliae, Kioviensis et Braczlaviensis
terras nova delineatione exhibens, as well as his
map of the Dnieper river, became the basis for
maps of this territory which were prepared and
published by European cartographers during the
second half of the 17th and the entire 18th
century.

The Description of Ukraine itself, in conrection
with which all the above-mentioned maps were
created and for which they were designated, was
published during Beauplan’s lifetime, as we have
already mentioned, in three (actually two) editions.
After Beauplan's death (in 1673) this description,
translated into several languages, became one of
the main sources of information about Ukraine,
its natural phenomena, people and customs.

Beauplan’s Description of Ukraine and his mapé
of that country are the outstanding historical
monument of 17th century Ukraine, country of the
Kozaks. That country, which by its revolt against
Poland in 1648 and the creation of the free
Ukrainian Kozak State of Bohdan Khmelnytsky,
and later through participation of the Ukrainian
Hetman lIvan Mazepa in King Charles XII’s war
with Muscovy, imprinted itself permanently on the
pages of world history.

BoHDAN Krawciw
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HE Sieur De Beauplan, anthor of this fmall account,

had a long time to make himfelf perfect in it, having

Jerved as ne tells us, feventeen years in the Ukraine
as ingincer to the king of Poland. He gives a particular ac-
count of the manners of the Poles and Coflacks, with whom in
fo many years be conld not but be extraordinary well acquasnted :
he defcribes their perfons, particularifes much wupon their man-
ner of making war, which was bhis profeﬂfan, fets down to a
tittle the manner of the Coflacks making their irruptions into
Turkey and Tartary by wayof the Black Sea, defcribes the conntry,
and. particularly the river Borifthenes, with that exalfnefs, as
may be expected from a mathematician who bad «wiewed all thofe
parts, and made [pecial obfervations, not only for bis own curi-
ofity, but to fulfil the Duty of his Imployment, which was to
erect forts, and even build towns in convenient places. T hough
he calls this only a defcription of Ukraine, yet be flops not there,
but fets down the manner of electing the kings of Poland, the
greatnefs of their nobility,. and way of treating in folemn feafts.
Nor is this all, tut he runs into Tartary, and befides defcribing
the comntry of Crim and Budziak, takes his. courfe quite round
the Black Sea, obferwving all places of note wpon it, and not onl
acquaints us with the manners and cafloms of both thofe people,
but very particularly informs us, how they make their trruptions
into Poland and the Ukraine, both in_fummer and winter, and
how they do to avoid coming to battle when purfued. Nothing
1s wanting, but the map which in fome places be refers to; but
in a [hort advertifement he informs the reader, that all his pa-
pers and dranghts, which it feems he bad left to be engravved in
Poland, had been there feized by the king, which has depricved
us of the [atisfaction of fo exalf a map as we might reafonably
expect from him. :
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A Defcription of Ukraine, and the River Bo-Bsav-

rifthenes, commonly called the Nieper, or v~

The city
Kiovia.

Dnieper, from Kiow down to the Sea into

which it falls.

I0W, otherwife called Kiovia,
was one of the ancienteft cities in
Europe, as may be feen ftill by
the remains there of antiquity:
as for inftance, the height ‘and breadth of
its ramparts, the depth of its ditches, the
ruins of churches, the old tombs of feve-
ral kings found within them. Of the
churches, only two remain as a memorial,
which are thofe of §. Sopbia and S. Mi-
chaely for of all the reft there is nothing
left but ruins, as of that of S, Bafl, whofe
walls are yet ftanding five or fix foot high,
with Greek infcriptions on them of above
tourteen hundred years ftanding upon ala-
bafter ftones, but now almoft worn out with
age. Among the ruins of thofe churches
arc to be feen the tombs of feveral princes
of Ruffia.

The churches of S. Sophia and §. Mi-
chael have been rebuile after the ancient
manner. That of §. Sophia makes a fine
front, and looks graceful on every fide,
for the walls are adorn’d with feveral hifto-
ries and Mofaick figures: which work is
made of very fmall bits of feveral colours,
fhining like glafs; and fo well put toge-
ther, that it i1s hard to difcern whether it
is painting or tapeftry : the arch is made
only with earthen pots fil’d and plaifter’d
all about. In this church are the tombs of
feveral " kings; and the Arcbimandrita or
chief of all the monks refides there. §. Mi-
chael’s church is called the Golden Roof,
becaufe it is cover’d with gilt plates. The
body of §. Barbara is fhewn there, faid to
be brought thither during the wars of Ni-
comedia.

This antient city is feated on a phin
that is at the top of a hill, which com-
mands all the country on the one fide, and
the Boriftbenes on the other, that river run-
ning along the foot of the hill ; between
which and the water ftands New Kiow, a
town at prefent but little inhabited, there
being not above five or fix thoufand peo-
ple init. Itis about four miles in length
along the Boriftbenes, and three miles in
breadth from the Boriftbenes to the hill, be-
ing inclofed with a fcurvy ditch twenty
five foot wide. Its fhape is triangular,

encompaflfed with a wooden wall, and
towers of the fame materials. The caftle
ftands on the ridge of a hill commanding
the lower. town, but commanded by O/
Kiow.

- The Roman catholicks have four chur-
ches in this town, which are, the cathe-
dral, that of the Dominicans in the market-
place, the Bernardine; under the hill, and
of late years the Fefuits, who have taken
up their quarters between the Bernardines
and the river. The Greek Ruffans may

“have about ten churches, which they call

Cerkuils 3 one of which is near the town-
hall, where is an univerfity or academy,
calld by them Bracha Cerkuils, and ano-
ther at the foot of the caftle, called S. Ni-
coly : if I miftake not, the reft are in feve-
ral parts of the town, which I don’t parti-
cularly remember. _

This town has but three good ftreets, all
the others being neither ftreight nor regu-
larly bending, but running in and out like
a labyrinth. It is look’d upon as divided
into two towns, one of which is called the
Bifhop’s Toun, where the cathedral is ; the
other the Commen or Publick, in which the
other three catholick and Greek churches
are. There is a good trade, confidering
the country : the principal commodities
are corn, furs, wax, honey, tallow, falt,
fith, &Fe. There belong to it, a difbop, a
palatin, a caftellane, a tarofta, and a grod.
And there are four feveral jurifdictions, or
courts ; that of the bifhop, that of the pala-
tin or tcrofte, which is the fame ; the third
of the wouyt, and the laft of the confuls
or fheriffs, -

The houfes are built after the manner
of Mufcovy, all upon a floor, low enough:
and feldom above one ftory high. They
ufed candles made of fticks ot wood, fo
cheap, that for a double, which is lefs than
a farthing, there are more of them than
will ferve the longeft winter night. The
chimneys are fold in the market, which
is very comical, as is their manner of
drefling meat. Their weddings, and other
ceremonies, we fhall fpeak of hereafter.
And yet from hence came that brave peo-
ple, known at prefent by the name of

Zaporcusky
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A Defeription of Ukraine.

Beav- Zaperouky Coffacks, fpread of late yearsinto  the Borifthenes, which is not navigable fifty
PLAN. {0 many places atong the Boriffbenes, and leagues below Kiow, or Kiovia, by reafon
"the neighbouring parts, whofe number at of thirteen falls on it, the laft of which is
Zaporouf- N cme 1 s . 1
ky Cof. Prefent amounts to 120000 difciplin’d men, feven leagues diftant from the firft, which
facks. ~ and ready in lefs than eight days upon the makes a good day’s journey, as may be

leaft command they receive from the king,
Thele are the people, who very often,
and almoft every year, make excurfions
upon the Luxine Sea, to the great detri-
ment of the Turks. They have feveral
times plander’d the Crim Tartary, ravagd
Arnatolia, fack’d Trebifoid, and run to the
mouth of the Black Sea, within three
leagues of Conflantinople, where they have
put all to fire and {word, and then re-
turned home with a rich booty, and fome
flaves, which are generally young children,
whom they breed up to ferve them, or
prefent them to fome lord of their coun-
ry ; for they keep none that are grown
up, unlefs they think them rich enough to
pay a good ranfom. They are never more
than between fix and ten thoufand men
when they make their ravages, and crofs
the fea miraculoufly in pitiful boats they
make themfelves, and ot whofe fthape and
itructure I fhall fpeak hereafter.

Having mentioned the bravery of the
Coffacks, 1t will not be amifs to give an
account of their manners und employment,
It is therefore to be underftood, that a-
mong thofe people in general there are
men expert in all forts of trades neceffary
tor human life, as houfe and fhip-carpen-
ters, cartrights, imiths, armourers, tan-
ners, curriers, fhoemakers, coopers, tai-
lors, €&¢c. They are very expert at prepa-
ring of falt-peter, whereot there is great
plenty in thofe parts, and make excellent
cannon-powder.  The women f{pin flax
and wool, whereof they make cloth and
ftuffs for their own ufe. They all under-
ftand tilling, fowing, reaping, making of
bread, drefiing of meal, brewing of beer,
making of bydromel, treba, aqua vite, &c.
There is no body among them, of what
age, fex, or condition foever, that does
not ftrive to outdo another in drinking,

feen in the map. This it is that hinders
them carrying their corn to Conflantineple ;
and is the caufe of their floth, and that
they will not work but juft when neceflity
obliges them, and that they have not
wherewithal to buy what they ftand in need
of, chufing rather to borrow of the Turks,
their good neighbours, than to take pains
to earn it. So they have meat and drink,
they are farisfied.

They are of the Greek church, which in Their re.

their language they call Rus; have a great
veneration for feftivals, and fafting-days,
which take up eight or nine months of the
year, and confilt in abftaining from fleth.
They are fo pofitive in this formality, that
they believe their falvation depends on this
diftinction of meats: and I believe there is
no nation in the world like this for liberty
in drinking ; for no fooner is one drunken
fit off, but they take a hair of the fame
dog. But this is to be underftood when
they are at leafure ; for whilft they are in
war, or projecting fome enterprize, they
are extraordinary fober. Nothing belong-
ing to them is fo coarfe as their babit, for
they are fubtile and cratty, ingenious and
free hearted, without any defign ar thought
of growing rich; but are great lovers of
their liberty, without which they do not
defire to live: and for this reafon it is, they
are fo fubject to revolt, and rebel againft
the lords of the country, when they fee
themfelves crufh’d, fo that they are fcarce
feven or eight years without mutinying a-
gainft them. In other refpets they are a
faithlefs people, treacherous, perfidious,
and not to be trufted but upon good fecu-
rity.

They are of a ftrong conftitution, able
to endure heat and cold, hunger and thirft;
indefatigable in war, bold, refolute, or ra-
ther rafh, not valuing their lives,

They fhew moft wvalour and conduét® A forcof
when they fight in their * tabords, and €3t with
covered with their carts (for they are very gﬁc}éﬁe
expert at their fire-arms, their ufual wea- hembem
pons) and in defending ftrong places. At felves in
fea they are not bad, nor very good a horfe- When they
back. ‘I remember I have feen two hundred 2" U

Polifb horfe, rout two thoufand of their beft on piain

and caroufing eflectually; and no Chriftians
trouble themielves lefs for U’morrow than
they do.

There is no doubt but all of them in
general are capable of all arts; yet fome
are more expert than others in certain pro-
feffions, and others there are more univer-
gr0m1d

fally knowing than the common fort. In
fhort, they are all ingenious enough, but
they go no further than what is neceflary,
and profitable, particularly in  country
affairs.

The land is fo fruitful, it often produces
fuch plenty of corn, they know not what
to do with 1t, becaufe they have no navi-
aable rivers that fall into the fea, except

4

men: true it is, a hundred of thele Cef-
Jacks, under the fhelter of their tabords,
do not fear a thoufand Poslanders, ror as
many Tartars, and were they as brave a
horfeback as they are afoot, I thould think
them invincible. They are well made,
ftrong and finewy ; love to be well clad,
and make it appear when they have been

plundering
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plundering among their neighbours, for
otherwife their garments are indifferent e-
nough. Naturally they are very healthy,
and free enough even from thac diftemper
peculiar to Poland, which the phyficians
call dlica 3 becaufe all the hair of the head
is fenfible of it, tanglesand clots together
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Now to return to the matter in hand : BEAv-
It is believ’d that at the time when the PLAN.
antient Kiow or Kiovia, was in its fplen- o * =
dor, the channel in the fea which runs to iy aong
Conftantinople was not open 3 and there are the river
grounds to conje@ure, or rather certain Boritiic

in a moft unaccountable manner; the peo-
ple of the country call it gofhes. Few
there die of ficknefs, unlefs they be of a
very great age, moft of them dying in the
bed of honour, being kill’d in war,

proofs, that the plins on the other fide "¢*:

the Burifthenes, which firecch out as far as
Muyjeovy, were once all under water, as
appears by the anchors and other tokens
tound of late years about Lofficza, upon
the river Swla. Moreover all the towns

Ruffian "The nobility among them, whereof there  built on thofe plains, feem to be new ftruc-
pobility. is but a very fmall number, hold of thut tures ere@ted within fome few centuries.
of Poland, and feems to be atham’d to be I had the curiofity to inquire into the hi-
of any other religion but the catholick, flories of the Ruffans, thinking to learn
to which they daily go over ; tho’ all the fomething concerning the antiquity of thofe
great men, and thofe that are called princes, parts, but without fuccefs ; for having
are come out of the Greck church. afked fome of the moft knowing among
Peafants, — The peafants there are very miferable, them, I could only be inform’d that the
zzet‘;e?r”ty being obliged to work three days a week, great and bloody wars which have always
lords themfelves and their horfes, for their lord; haraffed their country from end to end,

and to pay, proporticnably to the land
they hold, fuch a quantity of wheat, abun-
dance of capons, pullets, hens and goflins 3
that is, at Eaffer, Whitfentide and Chrift-
mas : Befides all this, to carry wood for
the faid lord, and a thoufand other jobs
they ought not to do; befides the ready
money they exaét from them, as alfo the
tithe of their fheep, fwine, honey, and zll
forts of fruit, and every third ycar the
third beef.  In fhort, they are obliged to
give their mafters what they pleafe to de-
mand ; fo that it is no wonder thofe wretch-
es never lay up any thing, being under fuch
hard circumftances.  Yet this is not all
for their lords have an abfolute power,
not only over their goods, but their lives ;
fo great is the prerogative of the Pelifp
nobility {who live as if they were in hea-
ven, and the peafants in purgatory) {o that
if it happens that thofe wretched peafants
fall under the fervitude of bad lords, they
are in a worfe condition than galley-flaves.
This flavery makes many of them run a-
way and the boldeft of them fly to the
Zapgrouys, which is the Coffacks place of
retreat in the Borjftbenes 3 and after having
pafs’d fome time there, and been once at
fea, they are reputed Zaporousky Coffacks
and this fort of differtion much increafes
the number of their troops. This the
prefent revolt fufficiently teftifies 5 thefe
Coffacks after the defeat of the Polanders,
rifing in rebellion to the number of 200000 ;
who being matfters of the field, have pof-
feffed themfelves of a country above a hun-
dred and twenty leagues in length, and fix-
ty in breadth. I had forgot to obferve,
that in time of peace, hunting and fifhing
are the ufual employments of the Coflacks ;
and this is what I had to fay in general of

the manners and cuftoms of thefe people, .-
Yor. L

had not fpar’d their libraries, which even
from the beginning had been burnt, but
that they remember’d it was deliver’d to
them by ancient tradition, that formerly
the fea cover’d all thofe plains, as has been
fard, which was about two thoufand years
fince; and that it was about nine hundred
years {ince O/d Kiow had been totally ru-
ined, excepting thofe two churches before
mentioned.  Another powerful reafon is
alledged to prove that the fea extended
as far as Mufcovv, which is, that all the
ruins of old caftles and ancient towns in
thofe parts are upon high places, and
mountains, and not fo much as one on the
plain, which gives caufe to believe it was
under water, Befides all this, in fome of
thofe ruins there have been found cellars
full of a fort of copper coin with this im-
preflion,

However it was, I fhall only add, that
all the plain reaching from the Boriffkenes
to Mujcovy, and further, is very low and
fandy, except only the ncrthern bank of
Sula, and thofe of Worske and Pfeczol, as
may be feen much better in the map, It
15 farther to be obferved, that the motion
of thefe rivers is almeft undifcernible,
and much like a ftanding water: and if
you add all thefe reafons to the violent
and rapid motion of the channel in the

'ack-Sea, which running before Confantis

5 nople,
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nople, falls into the White-Sea, ybu will
find 1t no difficult matter to grant that

VY™ thefe places have been formerly under

water,

Let us go on with the defcription of our
Borifthenes. A league above Kiow, and on
the other fide of it, the river Defna falls
into the Borjjtbenes, which comes from near
the city Moftko, and is above a hundred
leagues in length.

Half a league below Kiow is a burrough,
and in it a great monaftery, the ufual re-
fidence of the metropolitan, or patriarch.
Under the mountain, that is, near the
moonaftery, there are abundance of caves in
the nature of mines, full of great number
of bodics, preferved there thefe fifteen
hundred years, in the nature of the Egyp-
tian mummies. It is believed the primitive
Chriftian hermits digged thofe fubterrane-
ous places to ferve Gop there in private,
and lived peaceably in thofe caverns du-
ring the heathen perfecutions. There they
thew a certain S. Fchn, who is intire down
to the wafte, being fo fir buried in the
ground. The religious men of that place
told me, that the faid S. Fsbr finding the
hour of his death draw near, digged his
own grave, not at length after the ufual
manner, but in depth. His time being
come, for which he had long bcfore pre-
pared, and having taken leave of his bre-
thren, he put himfelf into the earth ; but
Divine providence fo ordained it, that he
could go but half way in, though the hole
was deep enough.  There is alfo to be
feen one Helen, whom they hold in greac
veneration, and an iron chain, wherewith
they fay the devil beat S. Antbony 5 and that
it has the virtue of expelling thofe wicked
fpirits out of fuch bodies asare bound with
it. ‘There are alfo three mens heads on
difhes, from which there daily diftils an
oil of fovereign ufe for curing of certain
diftempers. In thofe places are kept alio
the bodies of feveral perfons of note, and
among the reft thofe of twelve mafons,
who built the church ; and thefe are pre-
ferved like fo many precious relicks to be
fhewn to curious perfons, as they did to
me feveral times; I having once my win-
ter quarters at Kiow, where I had leifure
to learn all thefe particulars.  For my part,
as I faid before, I find no great difference
between thefe bodies and the Egyprian
mummies, but that their fleth is neither fo
black, nor fo hard; and I believe it is the
nature of thofe caves or mines that preferves
them from corruption, they being of a fort
of petrified fand, hot and dry in winter,
and cold and dry in fummer, without any
dampnefs. There are abundance of monks
in that monaflery, where, as has been faid,
the patriarch of all Ryffis refides, and owns
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no fupe ior but him ef Conflaniinople. Be-
fore this monaftery there is another where 2
great many nuns live, to the number of a
hundred, who work at their needle, and
make abundance of fine works on curious
handkerchiefs, to fell to thofe that come to
vifit them. They have the liberty to go a-
broad when they will, and their ufual walk
is to Kiow, about halfa league diftant from
their monaftery. Their habic is all black,
and they go two and two together, as moft
catholick religious men do. I remember
I have feen as fine faces among thofe nuns
as any in all Poland. :

On the mountain that looks towards the
river between Kiow and Precharre, there is
a monattery of Ruffian monks, which has a
very fine profpect, and is called S. Nicoly.
Thofe monks eat nothing but fifh, but
they have the liberty to go abroad when
they pleafe, to divert themfelves, and make
vifits,

In a bottom under Pieckarre, 1s a bur-
rough, which they call Tripely.

Below that is S:ayky, on the top of a
mountain ; the town is antient, and there is
a ferry-boat to pafs over the river.  Then
tollows Richow f{eated in the fame manner
on a mountain. This is a place of confe-
fequence, and deferves to be fortified, be-
caufe the river there is cafy to pals.

Lower yet is Trefemirof a monaflery of
Ruffians, feated amidft precipices, encom-
paffed with inacceffiblerocks.  Thither it is
the CofJacks convey their beft goods; therc
is another ferry over the river,

A league trom thence, on the other fide,
you come to Pereafiaw, a town that feems
not to be very antient, becaufe ftanding
low, yet very confiderable for its fituation,
naturally ftrong, and there might eafily be
built a confiderable citadel, to ferve as
a place of arms againft the Miufiovizes and
Coffacks. The place has about fix thoufand
houfes, and the Cojfacks keep a regiment
there.

Lower towards Ruffia is Kariow, a very
antient town and caftle, in which a regi-
ment of Coffacks always keep garifon, and
there is a ferry.

Below {till on the other fide are Bslunska
and Domonton, places of fmall note,

Lower yet, and ftill on the fide of Ruffia
ftands Cirkacre a very antient city, well
feated, and eafy to be fortified. I have
feen it in its {plendor, when it was in a
manner the center of the Coflacks places of
refuge, the general refiding there ; but
we burnt 1t in the year 1637, on the 18th
of December, two days after we had gain’d
a victory over the faid Coffacks. During
that war they kept a regiment of theirs in
this place, and there is a ferry upon the
rver.

Further
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Further yet are Borowiche, Bougia, We- troops into a body. It would be a con- Beau-
roiowka ; and on the other fide Czereben, venient and pleafant place to build aPLAN.
about a quarter of a league frons Ambrowa: town. TPands on
as alfo Krilow, on the Ruffian fide upon Below tliis is an ifland half a league . po.

the river 27azemien, a league from the Bs-  long, and one hundred and fifty paces Over, rithenes.
»1ff benes.

Lower ftill on the fide of Mufiovy is
Kremierkzowo 3 there are fome ancient ruins,
on which I deiigned a caftle in the year
1635. This place is very pleafant and
conveniznt to live in, and is the laft town,
for beyond it is all a defert country.

A league below it is the mouth of Pfec-

which in fpring is overflowed ; they call ic
Romancw 3 feveral fithermen from Kiow
and other places put in there. At the end
of this ifland, the river has its full breadth,
without being any more divided or ftopped
by iflands, For which reafon the Tartars
are not afraid to pafs over there, being in

River no danger of ambuthes, efpecially above

Pieczol. 20/, a river abounding in fifh; and be- the ifland.
yond it on the fide of Ruffia is a little river Lower ftill on the Ruffian fide, is a place
they call Omelnick, which falls into the Bo-  called Tarenski Rog, one of the pleafanteft
riftbenes, and is very full of crayfifh. I ever faw to live in, and of great confe-
Iower on the fame fide is another little quence to build a fort, which would com-
river, called Drug Omielnik, like the other mand the river; for there it has its full
very full of crayfith. Oppofite to it is breadth, and is not above two hkundred
Worsko, a jo00d large river, abounding in paces over, and I remember I fhot a cara-
fith, and runs into the Nieper ; and on the bine, which carried from one bank to the
fame fide is Orel, ftill richer in fith than other. The farther bank is fomewhat
the others. At the mouth of this river it  higher, and is called Socogura ; to add to
was I faw above two thoufand fithes taken the conveniency of the place, it is all in-
at one draught of a net, the leaft of which compaffed with channels abounding in fith,
was a foot long,. which run among the iflands,

T 2kes. On the other fide, which is next Ruffia, Below is the ifland of the monaftery, all

there are feveral lakes, fo very full of fifh,
that the great quantity which dies for want
of room in that ftanding water, caufes an
extraordinary corruption, which infets the
very water.  They call thofe places Zamo-
kam, about which I have feen dwarf cherry-
trees two foot and a half high, or there-
about, which bear very fweet cherries, as
big as plums, but are not ripe till the be-
ginning of Auguft. There are whole thic-
kets of thefe little cherry-trees, very thick,
and fometimes half a league in length, but
not above two or three hundred paces over.
It is pleafant at that time of the year to fee
thofe little groves of cherry-trees, whereof
there are many in the plains, and for the
moft part in the bottom of valleys. There
are alfo abundance of dwarf almond-trees,
but wild, and the fruit very bitter; nor
are there fuch numbers as to make one of
thofe little woods, as there is of the cher-
ries, which arc as good as if they were
cultivated. I muft confefs that my curiofi-
ty prevailing with me to tranfplant fome
of thofe cherry and almond-trees to Bar,
my utual place of refidence, the fruit grew
bigger and better relifhed, and the tree
outgrew its natural fmallnefs. Above thofe
places is a fmall river, called Demokant,
tull of crayfith, above nine inches long.
There they gather water-nuts, which are
like water-colthrops, very good to eat
boil’d.

Lower ftill is Romancw; which is a fort
of a mount where the Coffacks fometimes
mect to confult together, and bring their

hemmed in with rocks, and very high, with
precipices all round twenty five or thirty
foot high, fave only toward the upper end,
where it is lower, and for that reafon it is
never overflowed. There was formerly a
monaftery in it, whence the name was given
it.  Were not this ifland commanded from
the fhore, it would be good living there ;
the length of it is about one thoufand
paces, the breadth eighty or a hundred:
In it there are abundance of fnakes and
other ferpents.

Next is Konesky Oftro, near three quarters
of a league long, and a quarter over at the
upper end, full of woods and bogs, and
flooded in fpring. In this ifland there are
abundance of fithermen, who for want of
falt, preferve their fith with afhes, and dry
a great deal.  They fith in the river Samar-,
which on the other fide falls into the Nieper,
upon the right of the upper end of Konesky
Ojtro. This river of Samar and its terri-
tory is very confiderable, not only for its
plenty of fith, but for the honey, wax,
deer, and wood for building, whereof it
has greater ftore than any other. Thence
was brought all the wood ufed to build Ku-
dac, of which place we fhall foon fpeak.
This river runs very flow becaufe of its
windings ; the Coffacks call it the holy ri-
ver, perhaps on account of its fruitfulnefs.
I have feen herrings and fturgeons caught
there in the fpring, for there are none at
any other time.

Below the end of Komesky Oftro, is Kini-
aroww Offro, a litde ifland all of folid rock

abouc
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Beau- about five or fix hundred paces long, and

PLAN,

one hundred broad, free from being flood-

“AN\~ed, as is Koracky Offro ftill lower, all

This col.
Marcon
was a
French-
man.

rock
fnakes.
Within a cannon-thot. lower is Kudac,
which is the firft porouy, that is, a ridge
of rocks running quite crofs the river,
and hindering navigation. There is a fort
which I caufed to be ereted in Fuly 16335,
but in Augu? tollowing, after I was gone,
one Solyman, general of certain rebellious
Coffacks, in his return from the fea, per-
ceiving that caftle obftruéted his return
into the country, furprized ir, and cut
the garrifon in picces, which then confifted
of about two hundred men under the com-
mand of col. Marcon : and Solyman, after
taking and plundering the fort, rewurned
with the Coffacks to Zaporouy; vyet they
continued not long mafters of it, being be-
fieged and taken by the other loyal Cojlacks,
under the command of the great Konmick-
Jpolsky caltellan of Craresky; and lafily,
that gencral of the rebels was taken with
all his followers, and carried to Warfaw,
where he was quartered. The Polenders
afterwards negleCted that fort, which
made the Coffacks infolent, and gave them
the means to revolt in the year 1637. when
we met them, being ecighteen thoufand
ftrong, in their zabort at Komaiky, on the
16th of December the fame year, about
noon ; and though our army confifted but
of four thoufand fighting men, we fell on
and routed them. The fight lafted till
midnight ; of them about fix thoufand were
killed upon the fpor, and five pieces of
cannon taken; the reft efcaped by the
afliftance of the night then very dark,
leaving us mafters ot the field. We loft
about a hundred men, and had a thoufand
wounded, and among them feveral com-
manders. Monlicur de Morueil a French
gentleman, who was a lieutenant colonel,
loft his life, together with his enfign. Cap-
tain Juskesty was killed, and the lieutenant
to Monfieur de Crofade, befides feveral other
ftrangers. After this defeat, the war with
the Coffacks lafted till OfZober following,
and then peace was concluded. That great
and noble Konie/polsky went in perfon to
Kudak with four thoufand men, and con-
tinued there till the fort was made tenable,
which was done in a month, or thereabouts:
Then the general went away carrying along
with him two thoufand men, and com-
manded me with fome forces and pieces of
cannon to take a view of the country as far
as the laft Porouy; and at my return order-
ed me to come up the river in their boats
with my lord Offrorok great chamberlin,
which gave me the opportunity of feeing
thirteen falls of the water, and of making
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too, without wood, but full of
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the map as you fee it. In thofe parts one
hundred men nor a thoufand can travel in
fafety ; nor ought armies to march out in
good order, for thole plains are the ufual a-
bode of the Tartars, who having no fettled
place to be 1n, are continually ranging up
and down thofe vaft plains, and never go
fewer than five or fix thoufand, and fomie-
timss ten thoufand in a body. We leave it
to another place to give an account of their
manners, and way of making war. In
this place I will only fay, that I have feen
and obferved all the thirteen falls, and paf-
fed over them all in one fingle boat, going
up the river, which at firft fight feems im-
poffible ; fome of thofe falls we have made
way thro’, being feven or eight foot high ;
judge whether thofe were not places ro ply
the oars. Among them none can be ad-
mitted asa Coffack that has nrot gone up
all the Porouys 5 fo that by their rule I may
be a Coffack, and that is the honour I ac-
quired by that voyage.

To give you the true definition of the Porouys,

word Porouy, 1 muft inform you that itf

and this Porouy is a ridge of iuch flones
reaching quite crofs the river, whereof fome
are under water, others level with the fur-
face, and others eight or ten foot above it.
They are as big as a houfe, and very clofe
to one another, fo that it refembles a dam
or bank to ftop the courfe of the river,
which then falls down five or fix foot in
fome places, and fix or feven in others,
according as the Borifthenes is {woln, For
in fpring when the fnow melts, all the Po-
rouys are- covered with water, except the
feventh, called Nienaftites, which alone
obftrufts navigation at that time of the
year. In fummer and autumn when the
waters are very low, the falls are fometimes
ten or fifteen foot; and between thefe thir-
teen falls there is but one place, which is
betwixt Budilou the tenth and Tawolzane
the eleventh, where the Zartars can {wim
over, the banks there being very eafy to
get up. In all the diftance from the firft
to the laft Porouy, I obferved but two
iflands that are not flooded: The firft is
athwart the fourth fall called Sirelczs,
which is all rock thirty foot high, all pre-
cipices quite round: It is about five hun-
dred and eighty paces long, and feventy
or eighty over: I know not whether there
is any water in it, for no creaturc goes
into 1t but the birds, yet all about it is
covered with wild vines, The fecond is
much bigger, all rock too, but not fo tull
of precipices as the other, The place is
naturally ftrong and pleafant to dwell in.
In this ifland there grows abundance ©of
Tavala, which is a red wood as hard as
box, whofe quality is to make horles ftale.

The

. . - the Bo-
is a Ruffian word fignitying a ftone or rock ; ,“fheﬁ,’es,
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The ifland is call’ld Tawolzany, the name
of the eleventh fall, as has been faid be-
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and five hundred or two thoufand paces Beav
diameter. Oppofite to this ifland on the PLAN.

fore. The thirteenth Porouy is call’d Wol-
2y, and is a very convenient place to build
either a town or fort.

A cannon-fhot above it is a littde rocky
iland called by the Coffacks Kaczawanicze,
which fignifics boiling of millet, to exprefs
their fatstaction for being come down all
the falls in fafety ; therefore they feaft in
this little ifland, and it is with millet that
they treat themfelves on their voyages.

Below Kaczawanicze, and as far as Kuoc-
kofow, there are pleafant places to inhabit.
Kusckofow is a little river which falls into
the Nieper or Borifthenes on the fide of Tar-
tary, and which gives name to a neck of
land inclofed by the faid Boriftbenes, and
hemm’d in by two inacceflible precipices,
as appears in the map, fo that there is no
conung at it but on the land-fide through
a place about two thoufand paces in breadth
and low enough. It were need only to
clofe up this place to make a fine ftrong
town. It is true that the ground not be-
ing plain, it makes a fort of hollow, fo
that the Tartar banks command thefe places,
and they again command the Tarsar banks,
Thefe places are very high, the river is
there free and undivided, and very narrow,
efpecially towards the fouth, which you
will find marked down in the map by
pricks. Thofe are the narroweft parts I
have fo marked, and I have feen Polanders
with a bow fhoot acrofs the river, and
the arrow has fallen above a hundred paces
beyond the bank. There is the beft and
fatett ford the Tartars have, for there the
channel cannot be above a hundred and
fifty paces over ; the banks are eafy, and
the country open, fo that they have no
ambufhes to fear: This pafs is alfo called
Kuiskofow. Half a Jeague lower is the head
of Chortizca, but 1 having gone no further
on that fide, fhall only tell you what I
learn’d by information from others, and
thercfore I do not deliver it as undeniable.
They fay that ifland is confiderable becaufe
of its great height, and being almoft
hemm’d in with precipices, therefore not
very acceflible, It is two leagues in length,
and half a league in breadth, efpecially
towards the upper end, for it grows nar-
rower and Jower towards the weft : it 1s
not fubje&t to floods, has abundance of
oaks, and would be a very good place to
build a town, which would be as it were
a watch-tower over the Tartars. Below
this ifland the river grows very wide.

Below it is #ielsky Oftro, an ifland two
leagues long, and all plain ; it isof no great
confequence, becaufe in {pring it is flogded,
only about the middle, where there re-
mains a place dry of about one thonfand

Vo:..f

Tartar fide there rifes a river which falls w™ V™™

into the Nieper, and is called Konfekawoda,
very rapid, makes a channel apart, ang
holds irs own till two leagues below the
ifland of Tawan, along the Tartar banks;
fometimes it breaks out of the river, then
returns to it again, leaving great banks of
fand between its courfe and the Nicp.r.

Tomahowka is an ifland about the third
part of a league diameter, or thereabouts,
almoft round, very high and lofty, like
a half globe, all cover’d with weod: From
the top of it may be feen all the Nieper
from Chortika to Tawan. This ifland is
very pleafant, I could not lcarn after what
manner the banks of it are, but that it is
nearer Ruffiz than Tartary. Chkemiflty had
made choice of this place for his retreat
when he was threatned with a ficge, and
it was there they began to rendezvous
when they rebell’d and took the field in
May 1648, and won the battle on the 26th
of May near Korfum.

A litle below the river of Czertomelik
about the middle of the Nieper is a pretty
big ifland, with fome ruins. It is encom-
pafs’d by above ten thoufand other iflands,
lying every way in a very confuled and irre-
gular manner, fome of them dry, others
fenny ; befides they are all covered with
great reeds like pikes, which obftruét
fecing the channels that part them: and
into thofe confufed places the Coffacks make
their retreat, which they call Schariniza
Woyskowa, that is, the treafure of the army.
All thefe iflands are drowned in fpring,
and only the place on which the ruins are
remains dry. The river is full a league
between the two banks. In thefe places
it is that all the power of the Turks can
do po good; many Turkifb gallies have
been loft there as they purfu’d the Coffacks
returning from the Black Sea: for being
got into this labyrinth, they could not find
their way back, and the Coffacks with their
boats play’d upon them, drawing them
in athwart the reeds. Ever fince then the
gallies do not go up the river above four
or five leagues. It is believ’d that there
are many pieces of cannon in Scchnicza
Waoyskowa, hid there by the Coffacks in the
channels, and none of the Polanders could
find them out: for befides that they da
not go into thofe parts, the Coffacks who
are very clofe will not reveal the fecret to
them, and there are but few Coffacks that
know it. Al the cannon they take from
the Turks they fink ; nay their money is
hid there too, and they only take it out
as they have occafion, eyery Coffack having
his particular hiding place. For after pil-
laging among the Turks they divide the

5% fpoil,
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fpoil, when they return to thefe parts ; then

PLAN. every one hides his little concern, as has
VY™ been faid, that is, fuch things as will not

Cholna is
a boat in
which

they go to

fca.

Fords the

decay under water.

In thefe places they make their Chelna,
that is, boats to crofs the fea, which are
about fixty foot long, tcn or twelve in
breadth, and eight 1 depth, with two
rudders as we ‘hall thew in their draughe.

Kair is an ifiand nve or fix leagues long,
all phin, and cover’d partly with reeds,
and partly with willows: when the channel
runs on the Ryffien fide, the ifland is lurger
towards Terzary,  The weft fide is never
drowned.

Wielesky Woda, that is, the great water
oppofite to Skeruke, where there are but
few iflands, and in the midft of the river
an empty {pace without any.

Nofokouka is an ifland above two leagues
long, without any wood, and drowned in
fpring. The Tartars pafs over acrofs this
ifland, as they do acrofs Kair Kofmaka,
which is but half a league. Betwixt this
ifland and Ruffia is a channel callPd Kofina-
ka, down which the Coffacks flip when they
go to fea, for fear of being difcoverd by
the guard kept at the antient ruins of the
caftle of Aflain Korodicke upon the ftrait of
Tawan, for there the Jurks always keep
guard.

Tawan is a ftreight and great paffage of
the 9Tartars, becaufe there the river runs
all clear without interruption, and is not
above five hundred paces over. The Ru/fi-
an fide is very high and fteep, but the
other bank is low, which is the ifland of
Tawan, yet noct fubject to be drowned,
and is a proper place to erect a fort, to
curb the Coffacks and prevent their going
to fea. The river runs all together, that is,
it makes but one channel till two leagues
below, where it begins to fpread and make
iflands and channels again.

The iftand of Tawan is about two leagues
and a half long, and a third part of a
league over. The channel between the
faid ifland and Tartary is Konskowoda,
whereof we have fpoken. When the ri-
ver is not fwollen, it is fordable ; about half
the ifland floods on the weft-fide.

The ifland Kofaky is about half a league
long, but drowned.

The ifland Burbanka about the fame
length, and flooded, but is a place where
the Tartars pafs over, tho’ there are three
channels there, viz. the Komskawoda, and
the Dnieper twice, and none of thefe chan-
nels are fordable.

Between Ruockafow and Orzakew there

Tartars  are five places whers the Tarsars may pafs

pafs over.

over.
The frtt is Kuczkafow.

The fecond Nofewka : This pals is very
4

troublefome, being at leaft three quortess
of a leagpe over; being full of iflands and
reeds troublefome to pafs, and feveral chan-
nels: Befidzs, the Tartars ar¢ afraid of
the Coffacks, who are not generally far
from thofe parts, and lay ambufhes for
them.

The third and beft is Towan, being
the moft convenient, as well in regard it
is but a day’s journey from Crim Tar-
tary, as becaufe the paffage is eafier, there
being but two channels; the firlt Konska-
woda, commonly fordable in that place;
then the Dnieper, that muft be fwam, but
it is not very wide, yet may be about five
or fix hundred paces.

The fourth is Burbanka, not fo good as
the laft; there are three very harge chan-
nels to crofs, viz. Konsktawedo and the Drise-
per twice, all three not fordable,

The fifth and laft is Oczakow, which is
the mouth of the Duieper, a large French
league over, The Tertars pafs it thus,
they have flat boats, acrofs which they
lay poles, to which they tie their horfes
one before another, and as many on the
one fide as on the other to balance equally ;
they pur their baggage into the boats, make
the beafts fwim: the horfes fo ty’d, follow,
and cafily crofs the mouth of the river;
it puts them out of breath, but being tied
fhort to the pole which bears them up,
and the boats going gently along, they
get over with eafe ; this is to be underftood
m fair calm weather, In my time the
Turks pafs’d all their cavalry over in this
manner, and it confifted of torty thoufand
horfe, when the grand feignior fent to
befiege Ozow, or Azak, a town upon the
Don, which the Mufecvite Coffacks had taken
the year before, which was 1642, from
the Turks, and he carried it.

Three leagues above Doaczakow is the

mouth of Bsg, where there is a triangular RiverBog.

ifland half a league long oppofite te Se-
MENWITUR,

Above Semenwiruk on the Bog, is Wina-
radnakricza, which is a fountain of water
on a precipice; a pleafant place, and fit to
be inhabited, as well for the conveniency ot
wood, as for the mills thar might be made
there. Andre Offro is an ifland about a
league long, and a quarter over, fuil of
wood. Piczane Brod is very fordable, the
river does not carry there above three foot
of water, is narrow, and the banks of an
eafy afcent, fo that heavy cannon might pafs
over there, Below that place the river is
navigable, and above fordable in many
places, as may be obferved in the map.

Krzeminczow is an ifland about ene thou-
fand and five hundred or two thoufand
paces in length, a thoufand in breadih,
and between twenty and tweaty five foot

high;
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high ; ul.Pright on the north fide, and low
on the fouth. Wood for building is but
half a league off towards Oczakow. North
of the faid iflund on the fhore, there is a
convenient place enough to erect a caftle

This town is alfo fubicft Beav-
Pran.
Kilia is another Turkilh town, walled 7Y
. Kilia ano-
round, and with a counterfearp. The cafe ;. "ca

tle is feated above the town upon the ri- rifon.

call Kiermen.
to the Turk.

Oczakow

a Turkith

garrifon.

or fort, encompaficd with deep valleys
like precipices. Oucze Sauram, or Kenefpol
Nowe, is the laft dwelling-place the Polan-
ders have towards Oczakow, which I found-
ed in the year 1634, and in 1635 I caufed
a fort royal to be built there; a good place
of arms might be there made againft the
Turk.

Let us return to Oczakow, to inform the
reader, that it is a town belonging to the
Turk n the mouth of the Dnieper,
called in the Turkifh language Dziancrimen-
de. ‘This town fecures the galleys that
guard the mouth of the Boriffbenes, to hin-
der the Ceffacks from running down into
the Black Sea. There is no harbour, but
only good anchoring. Under the caftle
there are two towns feated on a hill in-
clining on one fide, and an abfolute preci-
pice on the other, well fecured from the
fouth-weft to the north-weft. The walls of
the caftle are about twenty five foot nigh,
but thofe about the town are much lower.
In the town there are about two thoufand
inhabitants.  South of thofe towns there
is another little ‘caftle in the nature of a
platform, on which fome pieces of cannon
are planted to fhoot crofs the river to the
other fide of the Boriythenes (which is at
leaft a league wide of the mouth) where
there is a tower in which the Zurks keep
guard to difcover the Coffacks at a diftance
on the fea, and give the fignal to the
galleys.  But the Coffacks laugh at that, for
they can pafs and repafs, as I fhall thew
hereafter.

About a.league from Oczskow towards
the fouth-weft there is a good harbour,
called Berezan, the mouth of it is at leaft
two thoufand paces over ; there is no
paffing it without a boat ; it is deep e-
nough for galleys, which can run two
leagues up the river that makes the harbour,
its name i1s Anczakrick.

Fezero, that is, lake Teligol, is eight
leagues along, and between the 7th and 8th
part of a league over; there is a natural
dike or bank along the fea-fhore to hinder
the lake and fea from mixing. It breeds
fuch abundance of fifh, that the water
ftinks for want of an outlet.

Fezers Kuialik is two thoufand paces
from the fea, and is as full ot fith as the
other.  There go caravans to thefe two
lakes ffom above fifty leagues off for. fifh.
There are carps and pikes of a wonder-
ful bagnefs.

Byeleyrod is feated a league from the fea
upon the river Nigffer, which the Turks

ver Danxbe, a league from its mouth. On
the other bank oppofite to it is old Kilia,
of which fome ruins are ftill to be feen.

Budziak is between Bielegrod and Kilia, B

where is a plain about twelve leagues in
length, and five or fix in breadth, whi-
ther the mutinous Tarsars, who own nei-
ther the Cham nor Turk, retire. ‘There
are about eighty or ninety villages of thofe
libertine Tartars, who daily run into the
defert plains to fteal Chriftians and fell them
to the galleys, for they live upon rapine
like birds of prey. They fometimes break
into the Ukraine and Podolia, but make na
long ftay there, and are forced to retire
haftily, becaufe they are not above four or
five thoufand Teriars; but they are conti-
nually upon the borders, and 1n the defert
places.  Their villages are moveable, and
their houfes builc upon two wheels, like
the fhepherds huts in Framee ; for when
they have eaten up the grafs in one valley,
they raife the camp and remove, as I fhall
at laft relate,

Tendra is an ifland three or four leagues
from the mouth of the Duieper, but plain,
with fome buihes: In it there is very good
frefh water, and all about it good ancher-
ing.

Two leagues from the mouth of the
Danube 1s a low ifland about two leagues
in compafs, in which there is alfo frefh

water; the Turks call it I/lanada, that is,
ifland of ferpents,

Smil is a Turki®h town, not walled: A Smil on

league above Swil is the place where Of-
man the great Turk laid a bridge over, in
1620, when he came into Podslia with fix
hundred thoufand fighting men; it is a
cannon thot below Oblizicza, and yet he
did nothing but take a poor caftle called
Kofin, which is upon the river Nigfler in
Walachia y and the Pclanders delivered it up
on condition the 7ur% fhould return to
Conftantinople 5 which he did, after lofing
above eighty thoufand- men, either by the
{fword or diftempers that raged in his army.,
The river in that plice is very nar-
row, not above five or fix hundred paces
over, for the Turks with their bows fhoot
over it. Below that bridge the Danmube
divides into feveral branches, and the chief
channel runs down to Kitra.
_ Between Rene and Qblizicza are two
iflands, as may be feen; Palleco is a fmall
ifland between the Dausbe and the fea,
about two thoufand paces in circumference,
being round and encompaffed with preci-
pices, and all wooded; but every year the
Danube

the Da-

nube.

udzial.
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BEAU- Danuie carries away fome part, its current South of it is #arna, a port on the
PLAN. being very rapid, and the ifland of a fandy Black Sea in Bulgaria : There is no other
foil. place in the Black Sea till you come to Con-
Galas is in Walachia, the inhabitants flantinople, but only the towers of the Black
Greek Chriftianss 1t is feated on the Danube Sea, which are upon the mouth of the
l}))‘:twixt the mouths ot the rivers Seretk and  Strait three leagues from Conftantinaple.
rut.
Of the Crim Tartary.
CRI M is a great peninfula in the but it is likely to be above fifteen foot,
Black-Sea, fouth of Mufeovy : It is fince veffels of above five hundred tun go in
Tartars. full of Tartars come out of the great Tar- loaded. This borough has not above one
tary, who havea king whom they call ckam, hundred and twenty houfes. It isone of the
who holds of the great Turk ; and thefe pleafanteft places, and beft harbours in the
are the Tartars who fo often make inroads world, for a fhip is always afloat in it
into Poland and Mufcovy, to the number and whatever ftorm blows, it is not tofs’d,
of eighty thoufand, who burn and ravage foritis fheltered from all winds by high
all they find in their way 5 and then return mountains that inclofe the harbour.
home with fifty or fixty thoufand Ruffian Mancupo 1s a pitiful caftle, upon a moun-
flaves, and fell them to ferve aboard the tain called Baba : All the inhabitants are
galleys, for thefe people live only upan ra- }jl'eafz_s, and there cannot be above fixty
ne. oules.
Deferipti- d This peninfula’s ifthmus is not above half Caffa is the capital city of Crim Tartary, Cafin is

where there 1s a Turkifb governor for the the eapitai
grand feignior, The Tartars do not much of Tarta-
live in this city ; but moft of the inhabi- ™"

onofCrima league over, which if cut it would be
Tartary. an ifland: Upon it there is a pitiful town

L]

without any wall, with only a ditch about
it twenty foot wide, and fix or feven foot
dcep, half filPd up, encompafs’d with a

ocor rampart fix or feven foot high, and
about fifteen foot thick. This town is
feated about three hundred paces from the
eaftern fhorc ; has a ftone caftle, inclos’d
within another caftle, which encompafles
it round. And from this town to the
weftern fhore there is about half a league,
and a ditch that reaches tothe fea. In the
town there are not above four hundred in-
habitants : The Tartars call it Or, and the
Polanders, Perecop, that is in Englfh, a
land trench’d about ; for which reafon
geographers call that part of Tartary, Tar-
taria Precopenfis.

Kofefow is an ancient town caftward,
belonging to the cham 3 1t may contain
about two thoufand inhabitants, and has a
harbour. . .

Gopetorkan, or Cherfonne, 1s an ancient
ruin’d place.

Baciefary is the cbam of Tartary’s place
of abode, and has about two thoufand in-
habitants.

Alma, or Foczola, is a village where
there is a catholick church dedicated to St.
Fobn, it contains about fifty houfes.

Baluclawa, a port and town, where
they build the grand feignior’s fhips, gal-
Jeys, and galleons. The mouth of the har-
bour is about forty paces over, the port it
felf about eight hundred paces in length
and four hundred and fifty in breadth: What
water it has I could not learn; or what
bottom, whether fand, owze, or rock 3

5

tants are Chriftians, ferved by flaves they
buy of the Tartars, who take them in
Poland and Mufcovy. In this town there
are twelve Greek churches, two and thirty
of Armenians, and one of Catholicks, call’d
S. Peter : It may contain five or fix thou-
fand houfes, but there are in it thirty thous
fand flaves, for in that country they make
ufe of no other fervants. Thisis a city
of great trade, and deals to Conflantinople,
Trebifond, Sinope, and other places; and in
fhort to all parts, as well wichin the Black
Sea, as throughout all the Archipelago and
Mediterranean.

Crimenda is very ancient, belongs to ouer
and has about an hundred towne.

the cbam,
houfes.

Karafu alfo belongs to the cham, and has
about two thoufand houfes.

Tufla, where the falt-pits are, has about
eighty houfes.

Combas about two thoufand houfes.

Kercy about one hundred houfes.

Ackmecery about 2 hundred and fifty
houfes.

Arabat, or Orbofec, 1s a ftone caflle
which has a tower feated on the neck of
a peninfula, inclofed by the fea of Limen
and Tineka Woda ; and this neck is not
above half a quarter of a league over, and
is palifado’d from fea to fea. The penin-
fula is called by our Coffacks, Cofa, becaufe
it is fhaped like a {cithe ; there it is the
cham keeps his breed, which is accounted
to amount to above feventy thoufand

harfes,
Tinkawoda
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Tinkawoda isa ftrait between the continent
and Cofa, is but two hundred paces overyand
fordable in calm weather. The Coffacks pafs
over in the tabort, when they go to fteal the
cham’s horfes, as we fhall mention hereafter.

From Baluclawa to Caffa, the fea-coaft is
very high, and perpendicular, all the reft of
the peninfula is low and plain. On the fouth
fide towards Or there are abundance of mo-
ving villages of Tartars, living upon carts
with two wheels like thofe of Budziak.

The mountins of Baluclawa and Carofu,
are called mountains of Baba, whence fpring
feven rivers that water all the peninfula,
and are all thaded with trees.

The river Kabats produces vines.

On the river Sagre are abundance of gar-
dens, and much fruit,

The ftrait between Kercy and Taman is not
above three or four French leagues over.

Taman is a towh belonging to the Turk,
in the country of Circaffia. ‘This borough
has a poor caftle, where about thirty He-
nichares keep guard ; as is the like at Tem-
ruk, that fecures the pafs at Azak, or at
Zouf, which is a town of note. At the
mouth of the river Donais, eaft of Taman,
is the country of the Circaffians, who are
Chriftian Tarsars; and look’d upon as the
faithfulleft,

Of the Crim Tartars.

SI NCE we are upon the Tartar coun-
try, I think it will not be amifs to fay
fomewhat of their manners, way of living,

and quali- how they make war in the field, what order
ties of the they obferve in marching through an enemy’s

‘Tartars.

country, and how they make their retreats
into the defert plains.

....'..-ll'l l.....
~

O

The Tartars for feveral days after they
are born, do not open their cyes, like the
dogs and other creatures ; their ftature is
low, for the talleft of them are fcarce above
our midling men ; they are rather flender
than grofs, but lufty and bony, their fto-
mach high and large, their fhoulders thick,

N° 29, Vor. L
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their neck fhort, their head big, their
face almoft round, their forehead high,

V"V their eyes narrow, black and long, their

Crim Tar-
gars.

Their ha-'
bit.

nofe fhort, their teeth as white as ivory,
their complexion fallow, their hair black
and harfh, like a horfe’s mane. In fhort,
they have quite another phyfiognomy than
Chriftians, and 2 man may know them at
firft fight. Their thape and countenance
is fomewhat like that of the American In-
dians about Maragnon, and of thofe they
call Carasbes. ‘'They are all of them lufty
and bold foldiers, hardy to endure fatigue,
and all the forts of weathier. For from
feven years of age when they come out of
their camtares, that is, their houfes or buts
upon two wheels, they never lie under any
other roof but the canopy of heaven, and
after that age they never give them any
thing to eat but what they fetch down
with their arrows. Thus they teach their
children to hit a mark, and when they
come to twelve years of age they fend them
to the wars, It is their mothers care when
their children are very young, to bathe
them every day in water that has falt dif-
folved in it, to harden their {kin, and make
them lef§ fenfible of the cold, when they
are forced to {wim tivers in winter.

We fhall take notice of two forts of Tar-
tars, the one called Haysky, and the other
Crimsky 5 thefe laft are of that peninfula
we have mentioned, in the Black Sea,
commonly called Scythia Taurica. . But
thofe of Nabaysky are divided into two
fores, that is the great Nabaysky, and the
little Nabaysky, both of them inhabiting
between the river Don and that of Kuban,
but moving, and as it were favage ; part
of them are fubjett to the ckam, or King
of Crim Tartary, and others to the Mufco-
wites. There are fome of them fubjeét to
no body. Thefe Tartars are not of fo ge-
ncrous a temper as thofe of Crim Tartary,
nor thefe fo brave as thofe of Budziak,
They are clothed after this manner ; they
wear a fhort fhirt of cotton, which reaches
but half a foot below their wafte, drawers
and clofe cloth breeches, and the common
fort of cotton cloth pinked; the fineft among
them have a caffetan of pink’d cotton cloth,
and over it a cloth gown, lined with fox-
{kins, or fables, thar cap of the fame, and
their boots of red Turky leather without
{purs.

The common fort wear only a caffock of
theep-fkins, with the wool outwards in hot
or rainy weather ; and to meet them unex-
peétedly in the field in this garb is frightful,
tor a man would take them for white bears
a horfeback. But in winter and cold wea-
ther, they turn their caffock, wearing the
wool on the infide, and make a cap of the
fame {kin, and in the fame manner.

2

Their weapons are a fcymitar, a bow
and quiver, with cighteen or twenty ar-
rows, a knife ftuck in at their girdle, a
flint to ftrike fire, an awl, with five or fix
fathom of fmall leather thongs, to bind
the prifoners they catch. Every one of
them carries a fun-dial in his pocker. Only
the richeft wear coats of mail, the others
for want of better provifion go to the
war without any armour. They are all
good horfemen, and refolute, but fit ill,
their legs being bent, becaufe they ride
fhort, and fo they fit a horfeback as a
monkey would upon a hare; yer for all
that they are very active a horfeback, and
fo expert, that as they ride a large trot,
they will leap off one horfe when he is
tired upon another they lead, that they may
fly the better when purfued, and the horfe
as foon as eas’d of his mafter’s weight
comes about to his right hand, and keeps
along even with him, to be reaay to re-
ceive him again when he has occafion to
mount him, according to their ufual man-
ner of aétivity. Thus are the horfes taught
to attend their mafters. In other regards
the horfes are ugly and ill fhaped, but
good to endure fatigue; for thofe Bague-
ma'es (fo they call that fort of horfes) that
have a very thick mane, and hanging
down to the ground, and their tail in the
fame manner, are the only beafts for run-
ning twenty or thirty leagues without draw-
ing bit,

Moft of the common fort of thofe that Their
remove from place to place do not eatdiet

bread, unlefs they be among us. They
had rather eat horfe-fieth than beef, yew-
mutton, or goats, for they know nothing
of weather-mutton ; and they kill no horfe
till he is very fick, and no hopes left of
his being ever ferviceable ; and though
the horfe fhould die naturally of any di-
ftemper whatfoever, they will not forbear
eating him, for it is to be conceived
that they are not at all dainty. They
that go to war live after the fame manner,
and join ten in a mefs; and when any
horfe among them is not able to travel,
they cut his throat ; and if they can get
any meal they mix it with the blood, as if
it were hogs-blood to make puddings ;
then they boil it in a pot, and eat that as
a curious dith, The fleth they drefs thus,
they quarter the horfe, and lend their
comrades that want three quarters, keeping
for themfetlves only a hind-quarter, which
they cut out in as large flices as they can
in the flefhieft part, and only an inch or
two thick ; this they kay upon their horfe’s
back, and the faddle over it, girding him
as tight as they can: then they mount,
ride three or four hours a gallop, for all
the army goss the fame pace. Then they

alight,
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alight, unfaddle; turn their flice of meat
and ftroking up the horfes fweat with their
hand, bafte the fieth with it, that it may
not grow dry; then they faddle again, and
girt hard as before, riding on three or
four hours longer, and by that time the fleth
1s dreft to their mind, as if it were ftewed,
and this is their dainty cookery. As for
the reft which cannot be cut into flices,
they boil it with a litle fale, but never
skim it, for they are of opinion that in
skimming the pot they throw away all the
juice and relifh of the meat. Thus that
miferable people lives, drinking fair water
when they can meet with it, which is but
very feldom, for all the winter they drink
nothing but melted fnow. Such as are able,
as for inftance the morzas, that is, gentle-
men, and others who have mares, or fhe-
affes, drink their milk, which ferves them
inftead of wine and brandy. The horfe’s
fat they mix with millet or barley, or
buck-wheat meal, for they lofe nothing ;
and of the hide they make thongs, bridles,
faddles, whips (being skilful at all thefe
trades) to put on their horfes, for they
wear no fpurs. Thofe that do not go to
war, eat as it happens, or according to
the feafon, ewe, ram, kid, hens, and other
towl, (as for fwines-fleth, they eat none of
it no more than the Fews) if they can get
meal, they bake cakes in the embers; and
their moft common food is millet, bar-
ley, and buck-wheat meal. Thefe forts of
grain are fowed among them, and they eat
ricc brought from abroad. As for fruit
they have very little, but honey is com-
mon among them, and they are great lovers
of it, and make a fort of drink, but not
boiled, fo that it caufes terrible gripes.
Thofe that dwell in towns are more civi-
lized, they make bread fomewhat like ours;
their common drink is Breba, made of
boiled millet. This liquor is as thick as
milk, and will make a man drunk. They
alfo drink brandy brought them from Con-
Santinople.  There is another fort of liquor
which the poor who cannot buy &reba,
make thus: They put cow’s, fheep’s, and

at’s milk into a churn, and churn it very
well, make a little butter, and keep the
butter-milk to drink ; but this foon grow-
ing four, they make freth every day. They
are a fober people, eat little falc with their
meat, but a great deal of fpice, and among
the reft Guiz¢a pepper. ‘They make ano-
ther fort of liquor, like that ufed by the
people of Madagafcar, which is when they
boil their meat with a little falt without
skimming, as has been faid, they keep the
broth, and call it chourbe, warming it when
they drink. When they roaft, they fpit a
whole ewe or ram ; when roafted, they cut
it into pieces a foot long, and four inches
broad. Thus thofe people feed.

Since we have faid how they live in the
field, we will now give an account how
they enter an enemy’s country to pillage
and burn, and carry away flaves,

When the cham, their lord, receives or-
ders from the grand feignior to break into
Poland, he with all expedition gachers his
troops, thatis, eighty thoufand men, when
he goes in perfon, for at other times their
armies confift but of forty or fifty thou-
fand men, when a morza commands them.
"Their irruptions are generally about the be-
ginning of Fanuary, but always in winter,
that they may meet with no obftacles in
their way, and that the rivers and marfhes
may not hinder them from ranging where-
foever they are direted. Being affembled
and muftered, they advance ; but the rea-
der muft obferve, that tho’ Crim Tartary
lies between 46 and 47 degrees of north
latitude, yet the defart plains that lie north
of them, are covered all the winter with
fnow till March, and this incourages them
to undertake fuch a long courfe, becaufe
their horfes are not fhod, and the fnow
faves their feet, which could not be were
the ground bare, for the hardnefs of the
froft would batter their hoofs. The great-
eft and richeft men among them fhoe their
horfes with horn, and faften it to the hoof
with leather ; but that is not lafting ; for
which reafon they dread a winter when
the fnow does not lie, and the froft, where
their horfes that are beft fhod will flip.
Their marches are but fhort, generally
about fix French leagues, and fo move on
day after day, laying their bufinefs fc that
they may be back before the froft breaks,
and make their retreat in fafety. Thus
they come to the frontiers of Poland,
ftill travelling along the valleys they are
acquainted with, and which feem to fuc-
ceed one another: and this they do to fe-
cure themfelves in the open country, and
prevent being repulfed by the Caofacks who
lie in wait in feveral places to difcover when
they come, and what way they take, to
alarm the country. But the Zartars are
fo cunning, as I obferved, that they travel
through the deep valleys only, and at
night when they encamp, they make no
fire; for the fame reafon they fend out
parties to difcover, and endeavour to take
fome Coffacks that may give them intelli-
gence of their enemies: fo the watchful-
left and cunningeft furprizes his enemy.
Thus the Tartars march one hundred m
front, that is three hundred horfes, for
every one of them leads two, which ferve
for relays, as has been faid before: their
front may extend eight hundred or a thou-
fand paces, and they are cight hundred or a
thoufand in file, which reaches three long
leagues, or four, when they kecep clofe,
for at other times they extend above ten

leagues.
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Brau- leagues. 'This is wonderful to thofe that
PLAN. have not feen it, for eighty thoufand Zar-
V™ tars make up above two hundred thoufand
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have nothing to do but to follow ; and in
four or five hours they join their body again,
where as foon as they are come, two other

horfes: Trees are not thicker in the woods
than horfes are at that time in the field;
and to fee them at a diftance, they look
like a cloud rifing in the horizon, which
increafes as it riies, and ftrikes a terror
into the boldeft, I mean thofe who are
not ufed to fee fuch multitudes togerher.
Thus thefe mighty armies march, halting
every hour, about half a quarter of an
hour, to give their horfes ume to ftale;
and they are fo well managed, that they
do it as foon as they ftop; then the Zar-
tars alight and pifs too. They remount
immediately, and go on, ali which is done
only by the fignal of a whiftle; and when
they are come within three or four leagues
of the borders, they lie ftill two or three
days in fome place chofen on purpofe,
where they think they are concealed ; there
they give out orders, and refreth their
army, which they difpofe in this manner.
They divide it into three parts, two thirds
are to compofe one body, the other third
is {fubdivided into two parts, each of thefe
two making a wing, one on the right, the
other on the left.  In this order they en-
ter the country. The main body moves
flowly (which in their language they call
Chocbe) with the wings, but continually
without halting day or night, allowing but
an hour to refrefh, till they are got fixty
or eighty leagues into the country with-
out doing any harm. But as foon as they
begin to march back, the body holds the
fame pace: then the general difmiffes the
two wings, which have liberty each on its
own fide to ftray ten or twelve leagues
from the main body, but that is to be un-
derftood half of the way forward, and the
other half fideways. I had almoft forgot
to fay, that each wing, which may confift
of eight or ten thoufand men, is again
fubdivided into ten or twelve fquadrons,
of five or fix hundred men each, who
run up and down to the villages, incom-
pafs them, making four corps de garde
about each village, and great fires all the
night, for fear any peafant fhould efcape
them: then they fall to pillaging and burn-
ing, kill all that make any refiftance, and
take and carry away all that fubmit, not
only men, wemen, and fucking babes,
but the cattle, horfes, cows, oxen, fheep,
goats, &¢c. As for the fwine, they drive
and fhut them up in a barn or fuch like
place, and fire the four corners, fo great
is the loathing they have for thofe creatures.
The wings being allowed to ftray but ten
or twelve leagues (as has been faid) return
with their booty to the main body, which
is eafily done ; for they leave a great track,
marching above fifty in front, {o that they
2

wings, confifting of the like number as the
former, go out on the right and left to
make much the fame havock: then they
come in, and two others go out, and fo
continue their excurfions without ever di-
minifhing their body, which, as has been
mentioned, makes two thirds of the army,
and move gently, to be always in breath,
and ready to fight the Po/ib army, if they
fhould meet it; though their defign is not
to meet but avoid it, as near as poffible.
They never return the fame way they broke
in, but take a2 compafs, the be:ter to efcape
the Polifp army: for tney always fight in
their own defence, nay and they muft be
forced to it, without they knew themfelves
to be ten to one; and yet would they con-
fider of it before they fell on; for thefc rob-
bers (fo we may call the Zartars) do not
enter Poland to fight, but to pillage and
rob by way of furprize. 'When the Polaa-
ders meet them, they make work, forcing
them to get home fafter than their ufual
pace. At other times, after they have fuf-
ficiently ftrayed, plundered and robbed,
they enter upon the defart plains of the
frontiers, thirty or forty leagues in length 5
and being in that place of fafety, make a
great halt, recovering breath, and putting
themfelves into order, if they were in any
confufion on account of meeting the Po-
landers.

That day fev’night they bring togethes
all their booty, whfi%ch conf}’;ﬁs in gﬂaggs and
cattle, and divide it among themfelves. It
is a fight would grieve the moft ftony heart
to fee a husband parted from his wife, and
the mother from her daughter, without
hopes, of ever feeing one another, being
fallen into miferable flavery, under Mabo-
metan infidels, who ufe them inhumanly.
Their brutith nature caufing them to com-
mit a thoufand enormities, as ravifhing of
maids, forcing of women in the fight of
their parents and husbands, and circum-
cifing their children in their prefence, to
devote them to Mabomet. In fhort, it
would move the moft infenfible to compaf-
fion to hear the cries and lamentations of
thofe wretched Ruffians ; for thofe people
fing and roar when they cry. ‘Thefe poor
creatures are difperfed feveral ways, fome
for Conftantinople, fome for Crim Tartary,
and fome for Anatolia, &c.

Thus the Tartars gather and carry away
above fifty thoufand fouls in lefs than a
fortnight , thus they ufe their flaves when
they have fhared them, and then fell them
if they think fir, when they return into their
country.

Now let us relate how the Zartars enter
Poland in fummer, being generally but ten

or
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or twelve thoufand ftrong, becaufe if they
¢ame in a greater number, they would be
too foon difcover’d.  Thus it is.
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their motions, fhould fpy them, they mayBzav-
not judge them to be fo great a number, PLAN,
being eble to give an account but of the < Y™

Their When they are within twenty or thirty fquadron they, fee. For thefe Coflacks ha-
ummer lcagues of the frontiers, they divide their ving difcover'd the Tartars at a diitance,
expediti- army into ten or twelve fquadrons, each of immediately retire to alarm the country,

ORS.

them containing about a thoufand horfe : five
or {ix of thefe troops they fend to the right,
about a league or a league and a half di-
ftant from one another ; the other five or
fix fquadrons doing the fame on the left,
that their front may extend ten or twelve
leagues, fending out careful fcouts above
a league before them to get intelligence,
that they may know how to proceed. In
this manner they ravel athwart, keeping
clofe together, appointing to meet again
upon a day prefi’d at a certain place of
rendezvous, two or three leagues from the
frontiers, like feveral beams joining to one
common center.  The reafon why they
march in feveral diftin@ bodies, is, that
it the Coffacks, who lie two or three leagues
out in the plains as centinels to obferve

Thefe Tartars are libertines; who obey
neither the Cbam nor Turk, ahd live in
Budziak, which is a plain lying between
the mouths of the Niegfer and thé Danube,
as we faid before, where in my time there
were at leaft twenty thoufand of them
that had fled, or were banifh’d thither.
They are braver than the Tarsars that dwell
in Crim-Tartary, bcing better exercis’d,
and daily upon action : They are alfo bet-
ter mounted than the others. The plains
lying between Budziak and the Ukraine are
generally ftor’'d with eight or ten thoue
fand Tar{ar:, who live divided in troops

Vor. L

.

and feeing but a thoufand or thereabouts,
are not much frighted at that number,
but are furpriz’d fome days after they
have received the news. The Tartars entct
upon the frontier after this manner, they
run along between two great rivers, and
always keep the upper country, feeking
the heads of little rivers that fall into the
great ones, fome into one and fome into
another : by this means they meet with no
obftruction in their inroads, plunder and
tavage as the others do in winter, but ne-
ver go above ten or twelve leagues up
the country, and immediately return. At
moft they ftay but two days in the coun-
try, and then retire as we faid before, dis
vide the fpoil, and every one returns home.

/i\/

of about a thoufand each, ten or twelve
leagues afunder, to feek their fortune : and
becaufe of the danger there is in croffing

thofe Plaihs’ the C@”-afki go In taborts, that Tabort is
is, they travel in the middle of their carts,the fame
which ‘march in two files on their flanks, *c <3l 2

eight or ten of them in the front, and as
many in the rear : they themfelves are in
the middle with firelocks, and half-pikes
and {cithes upon long poles; the beft
mounted among them about their sadorss,
with a centinel a quarter of a league before
them, another at the fame diftance behind,
and one upon each flank, If thefe difcover

6B Tartars
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Tartars, they make a fign, and the zabort
halts, If the Tartars are difcovered firft,
the Coffacks beat them ; and if the Tartars,
difcover the Coffacks firft, they give them a
fierce affault by way of furprize in their
tabort. In fhort, they who travel over
thofe plains muft have, as the Jtalians term
it, good feet and good eyes. I have often
met them in the field at leaft five hundred
together, who affaulted us in our tabor? ;5
and though I had but fifty or fixty Coffacks
with me, they could do us no harm, nor
could we gain any advantage over them,
for they would not come within the reach
of our arms; but after making feveral
effays as if they would fall upon us, and
let fall thowers of arrows on our heads,
for they fhoot flights twice as far as our
arms will carry, they go off and cun-
ningly hide themfelves in the plains to fur-
prize fome Caravan before they are dif-
cover'd.  You muft underftand that thofe

plains are coverd with grafs two foot high,

fo that they cannot go without treading it
down, which leaves fuch a track as it is cafy

to guefs what number they were, and which

way they went ; and therefore for fear of be-

ing purfued by a greater power, they have

found out this contrivance, that if there are

four hundred in a troop, they will make four

ranks of about an hundred men each, fome
march north, others fouth, others eaﬁ and
others weft : every one of them goes about How the
a league and a half ftrait on its way, and Tartars
then each little parcel divides into three of thun the
about thirty three in a company, who move, Coffaks.
as is mention’d before, excepting towards

the river ; then at about half a league di-
ftance they divide into three again, and

fo travel ull they come to be but ten cr
twelve together, as may be better con-

ceiv'd by the draught than can be ex-
plain’d by words.
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All this is done in lefs than an hour and

a half, and riding a large wrot; for when

they are difcover’d they can never make

hafte enough ; they have ail of t em thefe

tricks at chelr fingers end, ad know all
2

the plains as well as pilots know their har-
bours. Every little fquadron of ten or
eleven croffes the country at diferction,
without ever meeting in their range, but
at a day appointed they rendezvous ten

or



A Defeription

or twelve leagues from the place where
they broke up, in fome bottom where there
is water and good grafs, for there they lic.
Every lictle troop travels by idclf, fome
have but a little way to the rendezvous,
but others by reafon of their windings and
the compafs they take, have a long jour-
ney; and the grafs trod but by eleven
horfes, rifes again the next day, fo that
no fign remains. When together they lie
hid fome days, then move in a body, and
fall upon fome open town on the fron-
tiers, which they furprize and carry;
which done, they fly, as has been faid
before. This crafty method have the Tar-
tars found out to conceal themfelves in
the plains, and the better to delude the
Coffacks, who purfue them hotly, knowing
they are not above five or fix hundred :
the Coffacks mount to the number of one
thoufand or twelve hundred, purfue them,
feck the tracks, and having found them,
follow them to the maze abovemention’d,
where their meafures are broken, and they
know not where to look for them, be-
caufe the track goes every way, which
obliges them to return home, and fay
they could fee nothing. You fee how diffi-
cult a matter it is to find thofe Tartars,
unlefs they light upon them by chance,
eating or drinking, or refting at night,
but always upon their guard. Their eyes
are fharper and clearer than ours, becaufe
they are not fo open, and therefore the
rays are ftronger, and they fee better than
we do: They difcover us before we do
them, and policy, not ftrength, carries
it. If they meet in the morning or even-
ing an hour before fun-rifing, or after his
fetting, they both contrive to have the fun
on their back, as two fhips at fea ftrive
for the wind. If the Polanders fall in with
the Tar:ars, and they find they are not
ftrong enough to ftand them with fword
in hand, they will fcatter like flies, and
run every one a feveral way, fhootin

with their bow as they gallop full fpeed,
fo dexteroufly that they never mifs their
man at fixcy or a hundred paces diftance.

How they The Polanders cannot purfue them, their

figh.

horfes being fhorter winded than the Tarzars.
Thefe rally again a quarter of a league off,
and give a freth charge upon the Polanders,
and when drove difperfe again, fhooting
over their left fhoulder, for they cannot over
the right, and fo tire the Polanders that
they are forced to go off: and this is when
the Tartars, as I faid before, perceive they
are ten to one, otherwife they go clear off
without looking back. Thus thofe peo-
ple made war in that country.

Now let us give an account how the
Tartars fwim rivers, and thofe the bi

goelt
in Eurgpe. All their horfes fwim well,

of Ukraine.
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efpecially in that country which is cold, and
the water heavier than ours in France, as
not being fo well purg’d by the fun: but
I am fatisfied that were their horfes brought
into France, they would not crofs the Seine
as they do the Borifthenes 5 for, as I faid,
the water is heavier, and confequently bears
other bodies better, as I have found by
experience. When their army would crofs
the Borifthenes, which is the greateft river
in that country, they feek out where the
banks are eafieft on both fides, and every
one provides rufhes, or reeds, as they find,
and make two little truffes, three foot long
and ten or twelve inches thick, about a
foot diftant from one another, and join’d
together with three fticks well bound at
top, and one under from corner to corner,
well faftened and tied to the horfe’s tail,
Then the Tartar puts his faddle upon his
float, ftrips himfelf, lays his clothes on
the faddle, and on that his bow, arrows
and fcymitar, all well bound and faftened
together; then enters the river ftark naked
with a whip in his hand, and drives on his
borfe with his bridle on his neck, which

yet
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yet he hokds fometimes with one hand and
jometimes with the other, together with
the mane; and fo putting on his horfe,
makes him fwim, and he {wims with one
hand, holding the mane with the other,
and the bridle which he never quits 5 and
thus leads his horfe, putting him on with
the whip ull he has paffed the river. Then
when his horfe finds his feet upon the other
fide, and the warer reaches but to his belly,
he ftops him, takes the float from his tail,
and carries it athore. All of them pafs
together in this manner, for they make a
front half a league in length upon the ri-
ver,  All the cattle pals in the fame man-
ner.  This is what I could learn of the Tar-
tars.

It remains that we perform what we
promifed before, which is, how the Cof-
Jecks choofe their general, as alfo how they
make their excurfions, croffing all the
Black Sea even to Anatalia, to make war
upon the Turks. Thus it is they choofe
their general: when all the old colonels
and ancient Ceffacks, who are in efteem a-
mong them, are affembled together, every
onc gives his vote for the man he thinks
ficteft for the employment, and he that has
moft voices carries it. If he that is chofen
will not accept of the place, excufing him-
felf as being incapable of ir, or for want
of experience, or his great age, that does
him no good, for they make no other an-
fwer, but that he is not worthy of that
honour, and immediately kill him upon
the fpot as a traitor; and it is they them-
ftlves that are treacherous in fo doing,
which you may remember I faid they were
when I fpoke of their manners and frequent
infidelity. If the Coffack eleted accepts
of the generalfhip, he thanks the affembly
for the honour donc him, though unworthy
and uncapable of that poft, yet protefts
he will uf2 his utmoft endeavours 10 be-

come worthy to ferve them either in gene-
ral or in particular, and that his life fhall
be always expofed for the fervice of his bre~
thren (fo they call another:) having fpoke
thefe words, they ail fhout, Vivat, vivas,
&¢. then they go in order to pay their re-
fpects to him, and the gencral gives them
his hand, which is the manner of faluting
one another among them. This is the
manner of choofing their general, which is
often done in the defart plains. They arc
very obedier.t to him, and in their language
he is called besrman.  His power is abfoluie,
and he can behcad and impale thofe that
are faulty. They are very icvere, but co
nothing without the council of war, which
they call 7uds. The general may fall into
difgrace, if he have not fuch conduct when
he leads them out to war that nc difaf-
ter befall them, and if he does not ap-
pear brave and politick upon any unex-
pected or unlucky accidents; for if he
commits any a& of cowardice, they kill
him as a traitor. Immediately they choofe
another among themfelves in the ufual
manner, as was faid before. It is a trou-
blefome employment to lead and command
them, and unfortunate to him it falls upons
for during feventeen years I ferved in the
country, all that had this poft died mifera-
bly.

When they intend to go to fea, it is with- 50 (he

out the king’s leave, but they tzke it of

Coffacks

their general, and then they hold a ruds, go outto

that is, a council, and choofe a general to
command them during that expedition,
obferving the fame ceremonies we have
mentioned in the eleCtion of their great
general, but this now chofen is but for a
time. Then they march to their Sczabeui/-

za Worskowa, that is, their place of rendez-
vous, and there build boats about fixty
foot long, ten or twelve foot wide, and
twelve foot deep; thefe boats have no keel,

but
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but are built upon bottoms made of the
wood of the willow about forty five foot
in length, and raifed with planks ten or
twelve foot long, and about a foot broad,
‘which they pin or nail one over another,
like the common boats upon rivers, til
they come to twelve foot in height, and
fixty in length, ftretching out in length and
breadth the higher they go. This will be
better underftood by the rough draughe I
have inferted here. You may obferve they
have great bundles of large reeds put toge-
ther as thick as a barrel end to end, and
reaching the whole length of the veffel,
well bound with bands made of lime or
cherry-tree; they buikd them as our car-
penters do with ribs and crofs-pieces, and
then pitch them, and have two rudders one
at each end, as appears in the draughe, be-
caufe the boats being fo very long, they

men go aboard each veflel, with each of Brau-
them two firelocks and a fcymitar, carry PLAN.

four or five falconets upon the fides of the
veflel, and provifions proper for them.
They wear a fhirt and drawers, have a fhift,
a pitiful gown, a cap, fix pounds of can-
non powder, and ball enough for their
fmall arms and falconets, and every ore
carries a quadrant. This is the flying army
of the Coflzcks on the Black S:a, able to
terrify the beft towns in Anatolia.

Thus provided, they run down the Bo-
rifthenes 3 the admiral carries his diftinction
upon the maft, and generally has the van,
their boats keep fo clofe that the oars
almoft clath. The Turk has commonly
notice of their coming, and keeps feveral
gallies ready at the mouth of the Boriftbznes
to hinder their coming out; but the Cof-
Jacks, who are cunninger, flip out in a

fhould lofe much time in going about
when they are forced to fly back. They
have commenly ten or fifteen oars of a
fide, and row fafter than the Turkifb gal-
lies: they have alfo one maft, which car-
rics an ill-fhaped fail made ufe of only in
very fair weather, for they had rather row

dark night about the new moon, lying hid They fet
among the reeds that are three or four notout till
leagues up the Borifthenes, where the gallies "}g:‘:n':r‘d'
dare not go, having far’'d ill there formerly, 1obebacle
and think it enough to wait their coming the latett
out, in which they are always furprized : at the be-

yet the Coffacks cannot flip by fo fwiftly g&'::;‘f"f

when it blows hard. Thefe vefiels have no
deck, and when they are full of water, the
reeds above-mentioned tied quite round the
boat, keep it from finking. Their bifket
is in a tun ten foot long, and four foot di-
ameter, faft bound; and they take out the
bifket at the bung. They have alfo a pun-
cheon or half tun of boiled millet, and an-
other of dough diffolved in water, which
they cat mixed with the millet, and make
great account of it: this ferves for meat
and drink, and taftes fourifh ; they call it
Jalamake, that is, a dainty food. For my
part, I found no delicacy in it, and when
I made ufe of it upon my voyages, it was
for want of better. Thefe people are very
fober, and if there be a drunkard found
among them, the general caufes him to be
turned out ; therefore they are not permit-
ted to carry any brandy, being very obfer-
vant of fobriety in their expeditions and en-
terprizes.

When they refolve to make war upon
the Tartars in revenge for the mifchiefs re-
ceived from them, they take their oppor-
tunity in autumn. To this purpofe they
fend all neceffaries for their voyage and
enterprize, and for the building of fhips
and other ufes, to the Zagorouys : then five
or fix thoufand Coffacks all good able men
well armed take the field, and repair to Za-
porauy to build their boats: fixty of them
go about a boat, and finith it in a forenight;
tor, as has been faid, they are of all trades.
Thus in three weeks time they make ready
eighty or a hundred boats, fuch as I de-
fcribed above ; between fifty and feventy

VoL. L

but they are difcovered, then all the coun-
try takes the alarm, and it runs as far as
Confantingple. 'The grand feignior fends
expreffes all along the coalt of Awarolia,
Bulgaria, and Romania, that all people
may be upon their guard, giving them nc-
tice that the Coffacks are at fea. But all
this is to no purpofe, for they make fuch
ufe of their time, that in thirty fix or forty
hours time they are in Aratolia, where they
land with every man his firelock, leaving
but two men and two boys to keep each
boat : There they furprize towns, take,
pillage and burn them, and fometimes go
a league up the country, but return im-
mediately, and go aboard with their booty,
hafting away to try their fortune in another
place. If by chance they meet with any,
they fall on; if not, they return home with
their booty. If they find any Turkifb gal-
lies or other fhips, they purfue, attack and
make themfelves mafters of them, which
they do in this manner: their boats are not
above two foot and a half above water,
and they difcover a fhip or galley before
they themfelves can be perceived by them:
Then they ftrike their mafls, obferve how
the enemy winds, and endeavour to have
the fun upon their backs at night; then
an hour before fun-fetting they row widh
all their might towards the fhip or gally
ull they come within a league of i, for
fear of lofing fight of 1r, and fo continue:
Then abcur midnight (the figral being
given) they pull up again amain towards
the veffel, half the crew ready to fight,
only expetting when they come together

to
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to board. 'Thofe in the fhip or galley are
aitonifhed to be attacked by eighty or a
hundred vefiels, which fill them full of men,
and in a moinent beéar all down : this done,
they pillage what they find in filver, or
goods of no great bulk, that cannot be
Ipoil’d by the water, as alfo the brafs guns,
and what they think can ferve them, then
fink the veffel and men in it. This is the
practice of the Coffacks : had. they {kill to
manage a fhip or galley, they might carry
it away, but they have not that knack.
When they are to return home, the guards
are doubled upon the mouth of the Borif-
thenes ; but tho' weak they laugh at that,
for when they have been forced to fight,
they have often loft many men, and the
fea has fwallowed fome of their veflels, for
they cannot be all fo good, but fome muft
fail. Therefore they land in a creek, three
or four leagues eaft of Oczakow, where
there is a valley very low, about a quarter
of a league in length, the fpring tides
fometimes overflowing it half a foot deep,
and is about three leagues over to the Bo-
rifthenes : there two or three hundred Cof~
Jacks draw their boats acrofs one after an-
other, and in two or three days they are in
the Borifthenes with their booty. Thus
they avoid fighting the gallies that keep
the mouth of the river of Oczakow. To
conclude, they retura to their Karbenicza,
where they fhare the fpoil, as was faid be-
fore. Befides this, they have another re-
fuge, they return by the mouth of Don,
through a firaic that lies between Taman
and Kercy, and run up the mouth to the
river Mius, and as far as this river is na-
vigable, from whence to Taczewode is but
a league, and Taczawoda falls into the
Samar, which runs into the Dnicper a league
above Kudac, as may be feen in the map.
But they rarely return this way, becaufe
it is too long for them to return to Zapo-
rouy. Sometimes they go this way out to
faa, when there is a great force at the
mouth of the Borifthenes to obftrut their
coming out, or that they have but twenty
or twenty five boats,

When the gallies meet them at fea in
the day time, they fet them hard with
their guns, fcattering them like fo many
rooks, fink feveral, and put them in fuch
a confternation, that thofe who efcape make
hafte to put in wherefoever they can. But
when they fight with the gallies, they do
not ply their oars, which are lafhed to the

- fide by withs ; and when they have fired a

mufquet, their comrades give them another
rcady loaden to fire again, and thus they
ply it without ceafing, and effectually.
The gallies are not able to board one of
them, but their cannon does them much
harm. Upon thefe occafions they com-

1

monly lofe two thirds of their men, and
feldom come off with half, but they bring
rich booty, as Sparnifh picces of eight, Ara-
bian fequines, carpets, cloth of gold, cot-
ton, filks, and other commodities of greae
value. Thus the Coffacks live, and thefe
are their revenues 3 for as for trades they
ufe none, but drinking and debauching
among their friends when they return home.

To proceed in the performance of what
I promifed, fomething muft be faid of the
cuftoms they obferve in fome of their mar-
riages, and how they make love, which
will feem odd and incredible to fome per-
fons. There, contrary to the praétice of
all other nations, the maids make love to
thofe young men they take a liking to;
and a certain fuperitition they have among
them, and obferve punctually, is the caufe
they feldlom mifs of their aim, and they
are more fure to fuccced than the men
would be, if application were made by
them, This is the manner of it.

The maid that is in love goes to the HO}Z the
maids

young man’s father’s houfe, at fuch a time

ther, and gallant together.
the room, fhe. fays, Pomagaboa, that is,
Gop blefs you, the common falutation
ufed at entering their houfes. Having
taken her place, the compliments him that
has won her heart, and fpeaks to him in
thefe words, Fuan, fediur, demitre, woitck,
mittka, &c. (in fhort, fhe calls him by one
of thefe natnes, which are moft ufual a-
mong them) ; perceiving a certain goodnefs
in your countenance, which fhews you
will know how to rule and love your wife s
and hoping from your virtue that you will
be a good Dejpodorge: Thefe good qualities
make me humbly befeech you to accept of
me for your wife. Then fhe fays as much
to the father and mother, praying them
to confent to the match. If they refufe
her, or make fome excufe, faying, he is
too young, and not fit to marry ; fhe an-
fwers, She will never depart till fhe has
married him, as long as he and fhe live.
Thefe words being fpoken, and the maid
perfifting, and pofitively afferting fhe will
not depart the room till the has obtained
her defire ; after fome weeks the father
and mother are forced, not only to confent,
but alfo to perfuade their fon to look fa-
vourably upon her, that is, as one that is
to be his wife. The youth perceiving the
maid fully bent upon loving him, begins
to look upon her as one that is in time to
be miftrefs of his inclinations, and there-
fore intreats his father and mother to give
him leave to place his affections upon that
maid. And thus amorous maids in that
country cannot mifs of being foon provided,
for by perfifting they force the father, mo-

ther.

as fhe judges fhe may find the facher, mo-;%l:,:gthe'

Coming intomen,
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ther, and fon, to comply with them; and
this, as I faid above, for fear of incurring

?he crime, and cannot be punithed: but ifBeav-
it happen that he is taken within the twen- PLAN.

Gop’s wrath, and that fome difafter may

not betal them ; for to thruft the maid out .

would be an aflront to all her kindred, who
would refent it; and in this cafe they can-
not ufe violence, without incurring, as I
was faying, the indignation and punifh-
ment of the church, which is very fevere
in thefe affairs, impofing, when fuch a
thing happens, penances, and great fines,
and declaring the family infamous.  Being
kept in awe by thefe fuperftitions, they,
as near as may be, avoid the misfortunes
they believe, as firmly as they do their ar-
ticles of faith, will befal them, by refu-
fing to give their fons to thofe maids that
demand them. And this cuftom holds
only among people of equal rank, for in
that country the peafants are all rich alike,
and there is but little difference as to their
worth.

Now I will fpeak of other unequal a-
mours between a peafant and a gentlewo-
man, allowed by antient cuftom and privi-
lege kept up among them.

It is the cuftom in all the villages of
that country, for all the peafants, with
their wives and children, to meet at the
ufual place of rendezvous, every funday
and holiday after dinner. The place of
rendezvous is the tavern, where they {pend
the reft of the day a merry making toge-
ther ; but only the men and women drink,
while the youth fpend their time in dan-
cing to a douda, that is, a horn-pipe. The
lord of the place is ufually there with all
his family to fee them dance. Sometimes
the lord makes them dance before his ca-
ftle, which is the moft ufual place; and
there he dances himfelf, with his wife and
children. At that time the gentry and
peafants mix together ; and it is to be ob-
ferved, that all the villages of Podolia and
Ukraine are for the moft part encompaffed
with underwoods, where there are lurking-
places for the peafants to retire in fummer,
when they are alarmed with the coming of
the Tartars. Thefe underwoods may be
half a league over; and though the pea-
fants are kept under like flaves, neverthe-
lefs they have this ancient right and privi-
lege of conveying away, if they can, out
of this dancing affembly, a young maiden
gentlewoman, though fhe were their own
lord’s daughter, provided he does it fo dex-
teroufly as to come off well, otherwife he
is a loft man, and that he can fly into the
neighbouring copfes, where if he can lie

hid four and twenty hours, without beirg’

difcovered, he is cleared of the rape com-
mitted ; and if the maid he has ftole will
marry him, he cannot refufe her without
lofing his head ; if not, he is acquitted of

ty four hours, his head is immediately chopt
off, without any form of law. Though 1
lived there feventeen years, I never heard
that this was once done. I have feen the
maids make love to the young men, and
often fucceed, as I faid above; but this
lat practice is too dangerous, for a man
muft have good heels to carry away a maid
by force, and run away with her in fight
of a confiderable company, without being
overtaken ; and it would be yet harder,
unlefs the maid was confenting to it; be-
fides that at prefent the peafants are more
kept under than they were formerly, and
the nobility is grown more haughty and
imperious. It is likely this privilege was
granted the peafants when the Polanders at
the election of their kings, preferred him
that ran f{wifteft barefoot, looking upon
him as the braveft and beft man; as if va-
lour and worth confifted in fwiftnefs and
activity of body. Hence I fuppofe it came
too, that the nobility make the king fwear
the day after his elettion, before the aliar,
that he will imprifon no nobleman for any
crime whatfoever, except treafon againtt
the ftate, or himfelf, four and twenty nours
after the fact committed, to thew they nad
a great value for thofe that ran well and
were nimble.  And this may be further ob-
ferved by the great value they put upon
fleet-horfes, for that is all they look for,
and give any thing for them, fo they run
well : and this, I guefs, is that they may
overtake a flying enemy, and fly themfelves
{wiftly when purfued.

Since we have fpoken of the amours of
the Ruffians, let us fay fomewhat of the

wedding-feaft and cereinonies obferved at
it.

The nuptial ceremonies are thefe: The Of their
youth on both fides are invited, and have ¥4di"8*

orders from the bride and bridegroom to
bring all their kindred, to be prefent at.
the Wefellé, that is, the wedding; t> au-
thorize them for performing this duty,
each of them hes a garland of flowers given
him, which he puts upon his arm, carrying
a lift of all the guefts invited, to whofe
houfes they go the day before the wed-
ding, by two and two. The firft of them
who delivers the meffage, and makes the
fpeech, has a rod in his hand. I fhall not
fpend time to give you an account of the
dithes, and what varieties are ferved up to
table ; I fhall only inform you, that the
bride being well dreffed after their man-
ner, that is, in a long gown of a fad co-
lour’d cloth hanging on the ground, ftiffen’d
with whalebone all round, which makes her
fpread, and laced with broad laccs, halt
filk, and half woollcn, her head bare, her

hair
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muft feem very ftrange, which is, that they

run a ftaff through both the fmock fleeves,
turning, it the wrong fide outwards, and fo

her father, brother, or neareft kin{man,
leads her to church, a violin, hornpipe,
or cimbal going before.  After fhe is mar-
ried, onc of her near relacions takes her by
the hand, and leads her home again with
the fame mufick. I omit the rejoicings at
the wedding-entertaininent, tho® they are
extraordinary, and wherein they are nothing
inferior to other nations; and fhall only
obferve, that what encourages them the
more to debauchery, to which they are na-
turally inclined, is, that u weddings,
and chriftnings of their children, the lord
of the place gives them leave to brew beer,
which liberty makes them drink it the
cheaper, and much more extravagant-
ly: for it is to be obferved, that at
other times the lords have common brew-
Loufes, where all his vaffals are obliged to
buy their ftore.

When it is time to put the bride to bed,
the bridegroom’s female kindred carry her
into a room, where they ftrip her ftark
naked, and fearch her all round, even her
ears, hair, between her toes, and other
parts of her body, to fee whether there is
no blood, pin, or cotton dipped in fome
red liquor hid about her ; and fhould they
find any fuch thing, it would difcompofe
the wedding, and caufe much diforder: but
it they find nothing, they put her on a fine
finock of cotton cloth very white and new ;
and then lay her between two fheets, ma-
king the bridegroom fteal to bed to her.
When they are together, they draw the
curtains, and yet moft of the people at the
wedding come into the room, with the
horn-pipe, dancing and every one with a
glafs in his hand.  The women dance and
fkip, and clap their hands, till the matri-
mony be abiolutely confummated ; and if
fhe makes any demonftration of joy at that
happy moment, all the company leaps,
and clapping their hands, give great accla-
mations of joy. ‘The bridegroom’s kin-
dred are ftill watching about the bed to
hear what is doing, waiting to draw the
curiain as foon as the fport 1s over. ‘Then
they give the bride a clean fmock, and if
on that they take from her they find the
tokens of a maiden-head, they make the
houfe ring with joyful acclamations, in
which all the kindred joins.  After that,

in greac ftate walk with it all about the
town, like a banner bearing the honourable
tokens of the combat, that all the people
may be witneffes, both of the bride’s vir-
gmity, and the bridgroom®s manhood.
All the guetts follow with the mufick, {ing-
ing and dancing more eagerly than before.
And in this proceflion, the young men
leading the young maids that were at the
wedding, walk all about the town ; all the
multitude runs out, hearing the noife, and
follow them till they return to the houfe of
the new-married couple.

But if on the other fide they fhould rot
find the marks of honour, every man
throws down his glafs, and the women for-
bear finging, for then the feaft is fpoild,
and the bride’s kindred difgraced, and out
of countenance. There ends the wedding:
then they commit a thoufand extravagan-
cres in the houfe, make holes in the pots
the meat was dreffed in, break off the
mouths of the earthern cups they drank out
of, put a horfe collar about the bride’s
mother’s neck ; then fet her upon a table,
and fing a thoufand filthy beaftly fongs to
her, giving her to drink in one of thofe
broken-mouthed cups, and upbraid her
unmercifully for not having been wartchful
in prefervirg her daughter’s honour, In
fhort, after having uled all the vile lan-
guage they can think of to her, every one
goes home vexed to have been at fo dif-
agreeable an entertainment.  Efpecially the
kindred of the bride keep in their houfes
as if they abfconded, and continue there
fome time without ftirring abroad, becaufe
of the thame of that mistorrune. As for
the hufband, 1t is left to his choice to keep
or leave her; but if he will keep her, he
muft refolve to put up all affronts that fhall
be offered him upon that account,

I muft add this one word more upon this Coffack
fubject, concerning the manners of their i ac"

women, and allow them the honour of be-
ing chafte when fafting ; but the liberty
allowed them of drinking agua vite, and
their liquor made of honey, would render
them more eafy of accefs, were it not for
fear of publick fhame, and the difhonour
done to maids if they will marry, as has
been thewn above, without having the to-
kens of their virginity.

Before I coriclude this difcourfe, T will Ceremo-
fay fomething of the ceremonies they ob- nies at
ferve at Eafier. Upon holy faturday they Eafter.

when fhe is drefled, it is after the fathion
of women, into which number fhe is ad-
mitted, that is, her head is covered, which

is only allowed to them, for maids never
wear any thing but their hair, and would
look upon it as a difgrace.
Next day another no lefs comical part is
acted, which to thofe who have not feen it
2

go to church (which they call cerkerl) 10
be prefent at the ceremonies performed
there, which arc putting an image of our
Saviour into a fepulchre, whence they draw
it out with great {olemnity : which repre-

: fentation
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fentation being ended, all the men, women,
and children go in their turns, and kneel
down before the bithop (whom they call
wladik) and prefent him an egg painted
red or yellow, fpeaking thefe.words, Cbri-

469
with aqua vite, caufing the head to be beat Beavu-
out of a cafk, which is fet upon the other PLAN.
head in the middle of the court: then all 77¥ ™4

. . A drun-
the peafants make a ring about it, and the

- ken cu-
lord comes with a great ladle, which he gom.

JSos vos Chrift 3 and the bithop lifting up
each perfon fays, Oyfinos vos Chriftes, and
at the fame time kiffes the women and
maids. Thus the bifhop, in lefs than two
hours, gathers above five or fix thoufand
eggs, and has the fatisfaltion of kifling the
handfomelt women and maids in his church :
true it is, it would be fome trouble to him,
and difpleafing, to kifs the old women;
but he has ways to make a diftin€tion be-
tween them ; for when he does not like the
faces, he only gives them his hand to kifs,
The metropolitan called Moguilla, who is
head of all the bifhops, exercifed this func-
tion at Kiow, as do all the meaneft curates,
whom they call dogfpode.

For eight days there is no going about
the ftreets, without a quantity of thofe
painted eggs, to give fuch of your acquaint-
ance as you meet, faying the fame words
they do to the wladik, or dofpodé. 'Then
the fricnd, whether man or woman, an-
fwering as above, they embrace one an-

- other and kifs ; and he or fhe thus faluted,
is obliged to return another egg, perform-
ing the fame ceremony over again.

On Eafter monday, very early in the
morning, they have another pleafant cu-
ftom, which is, that feveral young fellows
go about the ftreets together, and take up
all the young maids they meet, whom they
carry to the brink of a well to bathe
them, throwing five or fix pails of water
over their heads, that they may be wet all
over. ‘This fport is only allowed till noon.

On Tu¢fday following the maids have
their revenge, but more cunningly: feve-
ral of them hide themfelves in a houfe,
with each of them a pitcher full of water
ready, and have a licle girl that ftands
centinel, and gives notice by fome fign,
when a young man goes by; then all the
maids run out into the ftreets, and feize
the man with great fhouts; which the neigh-
bours hearing, all the maids flock to their
affiftance ; and two or three of the firong-
eft holding him, the reft pour all their
pitchers of water down his neck, and let
him not go till he is well wathed. --This is
the fport between young men and muaids ac
Eafler,

The men play anothcr game-on-Eaffer
Monday, which is, that they go in the
morning in a body fo the caftle to meet
the lord, who devoutly expetts them ; and

fills, and drinks to the cldeft in the company;
then gives the ladle to him he drank to;
fo they all drink round, and begin again
till the cafk is out; and if it be out betore
night (which often happens) the lord muft
caufe another full cafk to be brought in-
ftead of the empty one, for he is bound
to treat them after this manner tll fun-fer,
if the peafants can hold out ; but after fun-
fer they found a retreat. Thofe that are
able gc home, thofe that cannot lie down
in the fircet and fleep it out, unlefs their
wives and children have fo much charity
as to lay them on a hand-barrow and carry
them home; but they who have over-
charged themfelves, remain in the court of-
the caftle to fleep their fill. It is an odious
thing to fee thofe wretches fo drunk, with-
out having eaten a morfel of bread, rol-
ling in their filth like fwine: and I have
feen one of thofc brutal fellows carried
away dead upon a cart, and it was not
then above two a cleck in the afternoon.
Thofe are ftrange cuftoms which make
men die miferably ; and how biutith is the
proverb they have always in their mouths,
That a man bad as good drink fair water if
be does not feel the effeis of drinking ? Thofe
people can hardly fleep after their common
meals, but when they are drunk they
fleep found ; fo that the next morning they
remember nothing that happened the Jay
before, drunkennefs fo drowning their rea-
fon that they have nothing lett bur the
fhape of men. Upon thefe occafions, fuch
as defign to get any thing from them by way
of gift, do pretend to be drunk with them;
and when they fee them hot-headed (for then
they are very free-hearted) they beg fome-
thing they have a mind to of them, which
is immediately granted and delivered, which
he that receives takes and fends away ; but
in the morning they are furprifed, for ha-
ving forgot what they did, und not find-
ing what they gave away, they grow fad,
being concerned at their prodigality, but
comtort themfelves with the hopes of catch-
;nig another the fame way to make up their
ofs,

Since we are entred upon the fubje& of
our Ruffians, or Coflacks, it will not be
amifs to reldite what more we know of
them, and fpeak of their manner of beha-
viour upon feveral other occafions. I

have feen Coffacks fick of a fever, who take Cyre of
no other medicine but half a bandeleer the Cof-
of cannon-powder, and diffolve it in half afacks.

after making their obeyfance, every one

draws near, and prefents him with pullets,

or fome other fort of fowl, The lord in
return for thefe offerings, treats his vaffals
Vou. L

pint of aqua vite 3 and having ftirred it
well toggtt;;r, drink it off, and go to bed

upon
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upon it, and rife in the morning in per-
feet health. I had a coachman whom 1

v Y have feen do it feveral times, and who has

Golcheft a

difeafe a-
mong the
Cofiacks.

often cured himfelf with this drench, which
the phyficians and apothecaries would never
think on. I have {een others take afhes,
and mix them with equa vite, tempered as
above, which they have drank with fuc-
cefs. [ have often {een them wounded with
arrows, and being far from furgeons, drefs
themfelves with a little earth, tempered in
their hand with their own fpittle, which
healed them as well as the beft falve ; which
fhews that neceflity exerts ingenuity as well
in this country as any other.

"This puts me in mind of a Coffack 1 once
met upon the river Samar, who was boil-
ing fith in a wooden bowl, which the Po-
landers and Coffacks carry behind them on
the faddle to give their horfes water: to
do this he heated flat ftones in the fire, and
threw them into the bowl; which he
did till the water boiled, and the fith was
ready ; an invention which at firft fight has
but an indifferent afpeét, and yet is inge-
nious enough.

I remember I once made mention of a
difeafe they call gofehef, to which they are
fubje¢, and whereof it will not be amifs
to ipeak a few words.

The perfons afflicted with this difeafe
(which the French call coltons) are lame of
all their limbs for a year, as if they were
ftruck with adead palfv ; but endure great
pains in all their finews, fo that they are
continually crying out.  After a year is ex-
pired, their head falls fome night into a
great fweat, fo that in the morning they
find all their hair clung together, and flat,
like a tail of falt-fith. Then the fick per-
fon finds much eafe, and fome days after is
perfetly well, nay better in health than

ever he was before, only that his hair looks
fcurvily, and cannot be comb’d ; and if he
fhould happen to cut it off within two days,

~the humour that purges out at the pores of

the hair would fall upon his eyes, and he
would be quite blind.

Among, them they look upon this difeafe
as incurable , but I have cured feveral after
the fame manner as we do the pox in France.
Some perceiving this difeafc come upon
them, go away tor a while into other coun-
tries for change of air, which is another
remedy that cures them infenfibly. This
difeafe is not got by drinking out of the
fame glafs with thofe that have it; but if
one perfon lies with another that has i,
the hufband gives it his wife, and the wife
the hufband. The phyficians make a di-
ftinction between male and female, and {0y,
that old Babas, as they term them, poifon
the men and give them this diftemper,
making them eat of certain cakes. Others
giving 1t in the fteam of hot water; fo
that he who receives it, finds his brain di-
fturbed, and falls ill within a few days af-
ter. There are children born with their
hair clotted together; buc that is a good
fign, for as they grow it loofens, and thofe
children can never after have this diftemper.

I muft further add, as a thing very re- Plagues of
markable in that country, that there is an flies.

infinite number of flies along the banks of
the Borifthenes. In the morning there are
thofe of the common fort which do no
harm ; at noon others as thick as a man’s
thumb, which trouble horfes very much,
and fting them through the fxin, fo that
they are all over bloody ; but at night it
is {till worfe along that river becaufe of the

gnats, and other infets, fo that there isof gnats.

no fleeping without a polené as the Coffacks
call it, which is like a little tent, under
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which they lie to fecure themfelves againft
thofe vermin, and without which in the
morning their faces would be all fwollen.

47t

and two or three in breadih, and generally Beaw-
come from towards Tarigiy, which hap- PLAN.
pens in a dry fpring 3 for Tartzry and the < VW

I once felt it, and can give an account of
it ; three days paifed before my face came
to itfelf, I could fcarce fee or open my
eyes, for my eye-lids were fwelled, and I
looked monftroufly.  Bur, as I faid, the
Cojjacks have a Polené made after this man-
ner: They cut fixteen litdle forks of hazle,
about an inch thick, and two foot and half
long, or thereabouts: thefe they fix in the
ground about two foot one from the other,
and breadth-way a foot diftance. Then
they lay five crofs pieces of the fame hazle
upon the forks, and five more athwart
them, and bind all together with a withy.
Over this they lay a cotton-cloth made on
purpefe, and fewed; to fit this bignefs;
which covers not only the top, but all the
fides, about 'a foot or more lying on the
ground, which 1s tuck’d in under the quilt
or bed for fear the flies thould get in : thus
two perfons lie very well. Only principal
officers ufe this, for all people have not the
little tent or pavilion. When they fee it
will rain, they cover themfelves as in the
following dranght, which will berter de-
monflrate it than all T can fay. In fhort,
they are fo perfecuted in that country, that
they are fain to make a fire continually,
that the fmoke may drive away the infects.
ABCDEFG 1s the Polné covered

with cloth, HI and L M are two forks
on which a crofs pole I L refts, which
fupports the Turkey carpet made of twifted
thread, which the rain cannot pierce, and
ferves as a roof to the Polerd,

Of locusts.

After the flies, let us ralk of the grafs-
hoppers, or locufts, which are there {o nu-
merous that they put me in mind of the
fcourge Gop fent upon Egypt, when he
would punith Pharoab. 1 have feen this
plague for feveral years one after another,
particularly in 1645 and 1646 : thofe crea-
tures do not only come in legions,.but in
whole clouds, five or fix leagues in length,

countries ealt of it, as Circefio, Dazza,
and Mingrelia, are feldom free from them.,
Thefe vermin being drove by an eaft, or
fouth-eaft wind, come into Ukraine, where
they do much mifchicf, eating up all foris
of grain and grafs: fo that wherefoever
they come, in lefs than two hours they crop
all they find, which caufes great fcarcity
of provifions ; and if the locufts remain
there in autumn, and the month of Ofober,
which is the time when they die after lay-
ing at leaft three hundred eggs apicece,
which hatch next fpring if it be dry, then
the country is three hundred times worie
peitered. But if it rains when they begin
to hatch, they all die, and the country efcapes
that year, unlefs they come from other
parts. It is not eafy to exprefs their num-
bers, for all the air is full and darkaed ;
and I cannot better reprefent their flight to
you than by comparing it to the fleaks of
fnow in cloudy weather drove about by the
wind : and when they alight upon the
ground to feed, the plains are all covered,
and they make a murmuring noife as they
eat, where in lefs than two hours they de-
vour all clofe to the ground ; then nfing,
they fuffer themfelves to be carried away
by the wind ; and when they fly, though -
the fun fhines never fo bright, it is no
lighter than when moft clouded. In Fune
1646, having ftayed two months in a new
town called Novggrod, where I was build-
ing a citadel, I was aftonifhed to fee fo vaft
a multitude ; for it was prodigious to be-
hold them, becaufe they were hatched there
that {pring ; and being as yet fcarce able
to fly, the ground was all covered, and the
air fo full of them, that I could not eat in
my chamber without a candle, all the
houfes being full of them, even the ftables,
barns, chambers, garrets, and cellars, 1
caufed cannon-powder and fulphur to be
burnt to expel them, but all to no purpofe ;
for when the door was opened, an infinite
number came in, and the others went out
fluttering about, and it was a troublefome
thing when a man went abroad to be hit
on the face by thole creatures, fometimes
on the nofe, fometimes the eyes, and fome-
times the cheeks ; fo that there was no
opening one’s mouth, but fome would get
in. Yet all this was nothing, for when
we were to eat, thoic creatures gave us no
refpite ; and when we went to cut a bit
of meat, we cut a locuft with it ; and
when a man opsned his mouth to putina
morfel, he was fure to chew one of them.
In fhort, the wifeft men were confounded
to fee fuch innumerable multitudes, which
were fuch as cannot be exprefled ; and they

thar
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Now let us proceed to what I found
moft remarkable beyond the Duicper,
where there are two rivers, one called Sula,
the other Supoy, which both fall into the
Nieper, between which rivers there are lit- Bobaques
tle creatures which they call Bobagues, in lindecrea-
fhape and bignefs much refembling the tures like

Barbary rabbets, which have but four teeth, f:;:::}'
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Beav- that would conceive it, thould have feen
PLAN. ir, as [ did.  Afier they had deftroyed all
« Y™ that grew in the country for a fortnight

together, and having gathered ftrength to
fly further, the wind took them up and
carried them away to do as much mifchief
in fome other place. I have feen them at
night when they fit to reft them, that the

roads were four inches thick of them one
upon another ; fo that the horfes would
not trample over them, but as they were
put on with much lathing, pricking up
their ears, fnorting and treading very fear-
tully. The wheels of our carts, and the
feet of our horfes bruifing thofe creatures,
there came from them fuch a ftink as not
only offended the nofe but the brain, I
was not able to endure that ftench, but
was forced to wath my nofc in vinegar, and
hold a handkerchief dipped in it continually
at my noftrils. The fwine feaft upon them
as a dainty, and grow fat, but no body
will eat of them fo fatned, only becaufe
they abhor that fort of vermine that does
them fo much harm. Thefe vermin in-
creafe and multiply thus: They generate
in Ofloéer, and with their tails make a
hole in the ground, and having laid three
hundred eggs in it, and covered them with
their feet, they die, for they never live
above fix months and a half; and though
the rains thould come then, it would notde-
ftroy the eggs, nor does the froft, though ne-
ver fo fharp, hurt them, but they continue
till 1pring, which is about mid-April, when
the fun warming the earth, they hatch and
leap all about, being fix weeks before they
can fly, without going far from the place
where they received life; but when ftronger,
and that they can fly, they go wherever the
wind carries them. If it fhould happen
that the north-eaft prevails when they firft
take their flight, it carries them all into the
Black Sea s but if the wind blows from any
other quarter, they go into fome other
country to do mifchief. But if the rains fall
when they begin to hatch, and continue but
eight or ten days, all the eggs are loft,andfo
in fummer eight or ten days continual rain
kills all the locufts upon the ground, for
they cannot fly, and fo the people are deli-
vered from them. But if the fummer prove
dry (which is moft ufual) they are tormen-
ted with them till they die in Offober. This
is what I have obferved feveral years in
thofe parts concerning the locufts, which
are as thick as a2 man’s finger, and three or
four inches long. I have been told there
by perfons that underftand languages well,
that thefe words are writ on their wings in
Chaldee letters, Boze Gnion, in Englifh,
Scourge of Gop 3 for the truth of it I rely
on thofe that told me fo and underftand

the language.
5

two above and two below, their hair and
colour like a badger. They make bur-
roughs like rabbets, and in Offober fhut
themfelves up, and do not come out again
till April, when they run about to feed,
and fpend all the winter under ground,
eating what they have laid up in fummer.
They are great fleepers, and good mana-
gers, nature direCting them to lay up their
provifion, infomuch that one would think
there were flaves among them, for they
take thofe that are lazy and lay them on
their backs, then lay a grear handful of
dry herbage upon their bellies, which they
hold faft with their paws, or rather hands,
becaufe they make ufe of them almoft as
the monkeys do; then the others drag
thofe drones to the moutks of their burrows,
and fo thofe creatures ferve inftcad of bar-
rows, whence they make them carry the
provifion into their holes, I have often feen
them practife this, and have had the curio-
fity to obferve them whole days together,
making them run to their burrows to
fee their apartments, and have found fe-
veral holes parted like chambers; fome
ferve for ftore-houfes, others for burying-
places, whither they carry the dead ; and
others for other ufes. They live eight or
ten in a family together, and every one has
its apartment by itfelf, where they live
very orderly ; and their government is no-
thing inferior to that of the bees or ants,
of whom fo much has been writ. I muft
add that all thefe creatures are hermaphro-
dites, and being taken young in May are
eafily tamed. In the market they do not
coft above a penny or three half-pence. I
have bred feveral of them, and they are
pleafant in the houfe, being as diverting as
monkeys or fquirrels, eating the fame fort
of food.

I had forgot to fay that thefe creatures
are very cunning; for they never go
abroad without pofting a centinel upon
fome high ground, to give notice to the
others whilft they are feeding. As foon
as the centinel fees any body, it ftands
up on its hind-legs, and whiftles. Upon
which fignal they all fly into their bur-
rows, and the centinel after them, ftaying
there till they think the people are gone
by.

The diftance between thefe two rivers
of Sula and Supoy is not above fix leagues ;
and from the Nieper to the borders of

Mufeory



A Defeription of Ukraine.

Mufiovy, 1s not above fifteen or twenty
leagues. Thefe creatures I have deferibd
live there, and are not to be found elfe-
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There are alfo along this river birds,Beav-

that have fuch a large neck, that withinPLAN.

it there is as it were a pond, where they s""an”’ge"

where. There is no good galloping in
thofe parts, becaufe the ground is full of
litde burrows (like a warren) and if a
horfe treads into a hole, he falls and is in
danger of breaking his legs ; I have been
catch’d fo feveral times. In May and Fune
the peafants catch them after this manner,
they pour five or f{ix pails of water into
their burrows, which makes them come
out, and clapping a fack or net at the
mouth of it, take them in it. The young
ones, though never fo tame, cannot forget
their own nature ; and in Odfober, if they
are not fecured, they will earth in the houfe,
and hide themfelves to fleep a long time ;
and perhaps if they were let alone, would
fleep out fix whole months, as the dor-mice
and mountain-mice do. Mice have been
hid a fortnight, and after much feeking we
found a hole ; I caufed them to be dig’d
out, and found them quite wild.

keep live fith, to eat when they have
cafion. I have feen fome of the fame fort
in the Indies. The other moft remarkable
birds there, and moft numecrous, are the
cranes, of which there are vaft multitudes.
As for buffaloes, and other large treatures,
they are on the frontiers of Mufcory s as
are the white hares and wild cats. There
are alfo in that country, but towards }#a-
lacbia, fheep with long wocl; their tails
fhorter than ufuzl, but much broader and
triangular, The tails of fcme of them have
weighed above ten pounds, generally 1t 13
above ten inches broad, and more in length
ending in a point, all of it excellent fat.
The great men of the country have fine
horfes fpotted like leopards, beautiful to be-
hold, which draw their coaches when they
go to court.

The greateft inconvenience in that coun- No falt in
try of Ukraine is the want of falt, and to Ukraine.

Quails. There is a fort of quails in thofe parts fupply that want they have it brought
with blew teet, which are prelent death to from Pocouche, a country belonging to Po-
any that eat of them. land, on the frontiers of Tranfylvania, zbove

In the defert plains towards the poromys eighty or a hundred leagues in length, as will
along the river Nieper, 1 have met a beaft appear in the map. In that country all the
about as tll as a goofe, but its hair very wells are of falt-water, which they boil, as
fine and fmooth, and foft as factin, when it we do white falt, and make little cakes an
has caft 1ts coat, for atterwards it grows inch thick and two inches long, giving
harfher, and is of a chefrut colour. This three hundred of them for a penny. This
creature has two white fhining horns; in falt is very pleafant to eat, but does not

Sounaky the Ruffian language they call it Sounaky, falt fo much as ours They make another

:rﬁ{“ma“ Its legs and feet are very flender, has no fort of elder and oak, which is good to

" bone 1n its nofe ; and when it will goes eat with bread ; they call this falt Kolomey,
backward, not being able to graze other- About Cracow they have mines of falt, as
wife, I have eaten of it, and the flefh is clear as cryftal ; that place is called #7e-
as good as kid 3 the horns which I keep asa  Jiczka.  That country is alfo ill furnithed
razity, being white, fhining, and fmooth. with good water ; I believe it is that

In thofe fame parts there are alfo ftags, which in fome meafure breeds the diftem-
hinds, troops of wild goats, wild boars of per they call Gofcbers, whereof we have

wild  a vaft bignefs, and wild horfes, who keep {poken before.

horfes.

in flecks of fifty or fixty, and have often
alarmed us, for at a diftance we took them
for Tartars. Thefe horfesare not ferviceable,
and the colts tho’ taken up and broke, are
good for nothing but to eat ; their fleth is
very dainty to look to, and tenderer than
veal ; yet in my opinion not fo well relifh-
ed, but unfavoury. Thofe people who eat
papper, as we do peafe, took away all its
fweetnefs with their fpice; the old ones be-
ing no way to be broke, are only fit for the
fhambles, where their flefh is fold as com-
mon as beef and mutton. Befides, their
fect are fpoiled, for the hoof does fo bind
their feet that they cannot be fhod nor pa-
red down, and confequently cannot run,
which thews the providence of Gop ; and
that this beaft is wholly defign’d for the
ufe of man, becaufe when out of his hands,

it becomes unfit for ufe, and unable to run.
Vor. L

Notwithftanding

yet the cold is much more fevere and fharp
than in France, as we will make appear.
Among other things to be obferved there,
is the cold, which fome years is fo violent,
and exceflive, that it is infupportable,
not only for men, efpecially to thofe that
belong to the army, but to the brute beafts
themfelves, as horfes and other ferviceable
creatures. Such as are expofed to the ri
gor of it, if they lofe not their lives, come
oft well with the lofs of any pari, as fin-
gers or toes, the nofe, cheeks, cars, and
even that part modefty forbids to be nam’d,
the natural heat of which partsis fometimes
put out in a moment, and it produces a
mortification. Sometimes thofe parts efcape
a fudden mortification, but if not fpeedily
relieved are fubjeét to cancerous tumours,
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thofe countries arc Excefive
near in the fame latitude with Normandy, cold.
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as painfnl as thofe proceeding from a ma-
lignant burning humour, which made me

v Y™ f{enfible whilft I was there that cold has as

much power and force to deftroy any thing
as fire has to confume. The beginning of
thofe tumours is fo fmall, that the place
where the pain is at firft is not fo big as a
pea; but in a few days, nay fometimes a
few hours, it grows fo big, and fpreads fo
that it deftroys all the part: and thus two
perfons I am acquainted with, in a trice Joft
the pleafanteft part of them.

Sometimes, and that very frequently, it
feizes men fo violently, that there is no
poflibility of efcaping it, efpecially when
both inward and outward precautions have
not been ufed, and it kills two ways. The
one is quick, being violent, and may be
faid to be eafy, becaufe a man is not long
in pain, and dies in his fleep. For they
that are abroad, whether a horfeback, in
coach, or waggon, if they have not ufed
the neceffary precautions, and are not well
clad and lined, and naturally of a difpofi-
tion fit to endure fuch terrible cold, it feizes
the extreme parts of their hands and
teet, and by degrees all the reft of thofe
parts, in fuch manner that being become
infenfible of the cold, they are taken with
a fort of lerhargick heavinefs, which caufes
an extraordinary inclination to fleep ; which
if they are fuffered to give way to, they
fleep, but never wake again; but if they
ufe all poffible means to fhake off that drow-
zinefs, they efcape death.  And thus have
I efcap’d it feveral times, being very
near it; for my fervants who were ftronger,
and more us’d to the like inclemencies of
the air, awak’d me. The other fort of
death, tho’ not fo fudden, is fo cruelly
painful and infupportable, that it almoft
diftracts thofe that endure it. This it is
that happens to the ftrongeft conftitutions,
the cold feizes the body on the right fide
of the reins, and all about the walfte,
the troopers under their armour ; fo pinch-
ing and ftraitning thofe parts, that it ireezes
up all their belly, efpecially the ftomach
and entrails; fo that tho’ they are always
hungry, if they eat fuch things as are of
eafictt digeftion, fuch as broths or gravy,
when they are to be had, they are torced
to caft them up as foon as they have fwal-
low’d them, with fuch violent pains, and
intolerable gripes, as are not to be exprefs’d.
Thofe perfons who are thus feiz’d and
tormented, are continually complaining,
loudly and frequently crying out that all
their bowels and other paris of their belly
are torn to pieces. I leave it to the ableft
phyficians to examine into the caufe of
fuch horrible pains; and this being none
of my province, I fhall think it enough to
relate what 1 have feen, aflifted by the

1

curiofity of fome of that country, who
being tSeﬁrous to fee what was the effett
of fo violent and irrefiftible a diftemper,
caus’d fome that dy’d of it to be open’d,
the greateft part of whofe bowels they
found black, burnt up, and as it were
glew’d together ; which made them fenfi-
ble that fuch difeafes are generally incu-
rable, and that as their entrails confumed
and mortified, they were forced to com-
plain and cry out day and night without
refpite, which render’d their death terrible,
tedious, and without intermiffion.

This terrible cold affaulted us in the
year 1646, when the Polifb army enter'd
Mufcovy, to expelt the retrn of the Tar-
tars, who had made an irruption, to fight
and take from them all the prifoners they
had feized. The cold was fo violent and
cutting, that we were forced to remove
our camp, with the lofs of above two thou-
fand men, moft of whom dy’d in the cruel
manner abovementioned, and the reft were
maim’d. This cold did not only kill the
men, but the horfes too, tho’ much more
hardy and ftrong; for in that campaign above
a thoufand were {poil’d, that being feiz’d
with that cold fit, were never able to go,
and among them f{ix horfes belonging to
lieutenant general Potosks’s kitchen, he who
is now generaliffimo and caftellan of Cra-
cow. This cold came upon us when we
were near the river Merl, which falls into
the Boriftbenes. All remedies generally us’d
are only by way of precaution, as bein
well clad and provided with all things that
warm and repel fuch violent cold. For
my part being in a coach or waggon, I
kept a dog upon my feet to warm them, co-
vering them with a thick woollen blanket,
or a wolf’s {kin, and wafh’d my face with
good fpirit of wine, as alfo my hands and
fect, and wrapp’d them in clothes dipp’d
in the fame liquor, which I never fufter’d
to dry up: and by thefe means, with the
afliftance of Gop, I prevented all the ill
confequences before-mentioned, to which
a man is more fubje& if he does not
take fome hot meat or drink, fuch as for
example what they ufually ¥ake three times
a day; which is made of hot beer, a
little butter, pepper, and bread, and ferves
them inftead of pottage, fortitying their
bowels againft the cold.

The king being dead, the archbithop of geqionof
Gnefina takes upon him the adminiftration the king.

of affairs; and two or three wecks after
the king’s death, holds a great affembly
at Warfaw, where he prefides: All the
fenators meet there to debate and con-
clude"upon the time and place for clecting
a new king. This point being fettled, eve-
fenator returns to his palatinate, there to
hold a little diet of that territory ; that
is,
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is, he affembles all the nobility under his
direction, at a certain time and place ap-
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ele@tion is half a league from Warfaw to-BeAv-
wards Dantzick, where there was a fmall PLAN:

pointed, where none of them fail to come
and being all together, they confer about
naming a new king. Every one fhews rea-
fons, according to his inclinations; and
after all their contefts and debates, they
fix upon feveral princes; one of whom
the deputies appointed for the election
make choice of, and no other, after every
one has fhewn his commiffion for being
at the election, and confenting to one of
thole five or fix named, {o that every one
of the fenators has done the fame thing in
his palatinate at the fame timee Thus all
the deputies of the palatinates, or pro-
vinces, are the firft voters, and have the
plurality of voices in the diets above the
palatines ; yet they always deliver them-
felves in the name of all; for before they
come there they have all conferred notes,
and are agreed upon what is to be done
without contraditing one another ; fo that
all depends on them, for nothing can be
concluded on there, which all the deputies
have not confented to; and if there be but
one that oppofcs, and cries out aloud Nie-
volena (which is, you are not allowed it)
all would come to nothing: for they have
this power, not only at the election of kings,
but may in any diet whatfoever break
and difappoint all that the fenators have
concluded upon ; for they hold thefe as
tundamental maxims in their dominions.

1. That no nobleman can pretend to the
crown, or name or give his vote for ano-
ther to be fo.

2. That whofoever is chofen king, muft
be of the Roman catholick and apoftolick
religion.

3. That he who is elected be a foreign
prince, that he may have no lands in their
dominions: and though the fons of the
kings of Poland are princes, and born with-
in their territories, yet that does not hinder
them from being looked upon as ftranger
princes among them ; and they may not
purchafe lands of inheritance as the native
nobility may: And for this reafon they may
be chofen kings, as happened to Uladiflaus
the fourth, who was then eldeft prince, af-
ter the death ot Sigifmund the Third his fa-
ther, who was fucceeded by Fobn Cafimir
his brother now reigning; and yet this is to
be no precedent to render the crown here-
ditary.

The manner of their eletions is thus:
It is generally made in open field half a
league from arfaw, the capital of Ma-
fovia, where the king ufually refides 5 and
in the caftle of which place the diets are
commonly held, that town being as it were
the center of all the provinces belongi
to the crown of Poland, The place of

inclofire made about one thoufand or
twelve hundred paces in compafs, inclofed
by a pitiful ditch about five or fix foot
wide, which ferves only to hinder horfes
from going into the faid inclofure; in
which there are two great tents, one for
the elettion where all the fenators fit, and
the other where all the deputies of pro-
vinces meet, who confer together betore
they go into the great audience of the fe-
nate. Every one fhews his commiiliony
and what he may confent to; and in this
conference they all agree upon what they
may oppofe or grant. They meet thus
every day before the audience, which every
time lafts fix or feven hours; during which -
time they propofe all they can think on to-
wards preferving their hberties. At leaft
a fortnight was fpent at the election of
the late king Uladiflans 4 during which time
there were no lefs than eighty thoufand
horfe about that little inclofure, all fol-
diers following the fenators; for every one
of them had a little army, fome greater,
fome lefs, as the palatine of Cracow who
then had feven thoufand men ; and fo others
according te their power; for every one is
attended by his friends and fubjects in the
beft condition they can; being well difci-
plined, and with a refolution to fight in
cafe they cannot agree. Obferve, that
during the time of the elettion, all the
nobility of the country was upon its guard,
every one with his foot in the ftirrup ready
to mount upon the leaft difagreement or
falling out, to fall upon thofe that thould
attempt to infringe their liberties. At
length, after feveral fittings and audiences,
they agreed upon a prince for their king;
every one, or at leaft the chief of the fe-
nators and deputies, put his hand to ir,
but did not publith it till next day. Then
every one returning to his quarters gives
orders to his troops to be ready to draw
up, according to the great general’s com-
mand (for then they all put themfelves
under the great ftandard of the crown) and
were ready to cry, Long live the king, call-
ing him by his name. After three fhouts
they fired volleys of all the cannon and
fmall arms, exprefling their fatisfaction,
and repeating it three times. Thenall the
fenate rofe, and the principal fenators went
to the elder prince who had been chofen
king, and was then at a village halt a
league off. After faluting him in the
name of all the republick, they made 2
fpeech declaring how they had chofen hin:
for their king, defiring him to accept of
it, and to receive them under the govern-
ment of his wifdom, affuring him they
would be his moft faithful and moft obe-

dient
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Reau- dient fabjects. The king accepting, the
PLAN. fenators fhew’d him their laws and ftatutes
Y™ (tho’ he was not ignorant of them) which

Articles

he promis’d to obferve inviolably, Next
day they conducted him to §¢. Fob#’s church
at Warfaw, where before the altar the king
took his oath ; thefe that follow were the
articles read to him in the prefence of all
the affembly.

1. Toat be fball never enjoy any demefn of

the king the crown but what is affigned bim; fo they
fwears ©0 yopy their flate.

obferve.

‘The
king's

power.

2. That it fball not be in bis power to tur-
chafe or poffefs one foot of land in it.

3. That be fball not give out commiffions
for raifing of men, unlefs they bave been ap-
pointed in the dict.

4. That it fhall not be in bis power, af-
ter the expiration of 24 bours, to caufe any
Polith gentleman to be imprifoned, unlefs it be
for bigh treafon againft bis perfon, or tbe
Slate.

5. That be fhall not declare war, nor fo
much as fend an ambaffador upon affairs of
Sate, without the confent of the republick.

6. Tbat be fball always allow three fenators
to be near bis perfon to affiff bim in council ;
and that they flould bave an eye upon bis attions,
Jor fear be [hould contrive any thing to their
prejudice.  Thefe three fenators ferve quar-
terly, fo that the king can bring about no-
thing but what muft be prefently known.

7. The king fball not marry, make any
alliances, nor go out of the kingdom, without
confent of the [enate.

8. It fball not be in bis power to make
any commoner noble for any fervice done, wn-
Lfs it be to the flate, and then the fenate muft
confent to it.

The king, though thus tied to conditions,
yet has the power, not only of beftowing
all ecclefiaftical benefices, but all lands be-
longing to the crown, as they fall, but it
muft be to gentlemen that are fubjeéts of
the crown ; and particularly to fuch as have
merited by their fervice, either in war or
embaffies, or other publick fervice, thar this
may be a reward, and muke others vie to
be ufeful and virtuous.

He has alfo the fovereign power to
grant leave to burn wood in thofe lands,
and governments he beftows, for making
of pot and other afhes, which yicld a great
revenue, though it deftroys much wood.

He has alfo the right of beftowing all
offices, from the higheft to the loweft,
and that for life; for no man can be re-
moved from his employment without his
own confent, or being proceeded againft ac-
cording to law.

He appoints the meeting of diets, which
are ufually held every two years, When

3

he goes to war, he may oblige all the gen-

of any province to attend him by way
;‘;}' arrier-ban 3 and whofoever fails, forfeits
his head, his race lofes its nobility, and his
goods are confifcated to the crown.

This is the extent of his power ; and
though he be a king, his hands are tied up
in many cafes, not doing as he thinks fit,
but being forced to confent to many things
againft his inclination. Neverthelefs he is
head of the republick, and all things are
done in his name, though he can do nothing
of himfelf.

The Polifb nobility are all equal, there po;m,
no fuperiority among them, as is nobility,

bein

ufuafgin France, Germany, Iialy, Spain, &c.
where there are dukes, marquiffes, earls,
barons ; for they have no other tde but
that of targffa, which are governments
and demefns the king beftows on the no-
bility ; for all the lands of noblemen are
held without any mention of feoffee, or un-
der-feoffee, fo that the pooreft gentleman
thinks himfclf no way inferior to one much
richer than himfclf ; but they pay a refpelt
to thofe that are officers of the crown.
The meaneft of them pretend they are
capable of being fenators, when it fhall fo
pleafe the king; and to this purpofe they
all from their infancy learn Latin, becaufe
all their laws are writ in that language.
They all afpire to hold fome lands be-
longing to the demefn of the crown; and
this makes them ftrive to outdo one ano-
ther in virtue, and to appear in the army,
and there to perform fome notable exploits
upon cccafion, that they may be taken no-
tice of by their general, and be recom-
mended to the king, who rewards them
with fome of thofe cftates.

The nobility, as has been faid, has the
power of chufing their king, who cannot
after 24 hours, imprifon any of them for
any crime whatfoever, except treafon. Nor
can any of them be imprifoned till his
caufe be tried, judgment given, arid he
thrice fummoned to appear. So that the
nobility have liberty to come and go, to
make intereft with their judges, and be pre-
fent atr the examination ot witneffes who
depofe againft them, without fearing to
be apprehended before fentence is paft ; at-
ter which they have time to withdraw into
a monaftery, which very often is the fanc-
tuar(y of wicked men, who are not able
to fupport themfelves by main force; for
the great lords laugh at juftice, and tra~
vel with company enough to oppofe them
that have caufed them: to be convited.
The fentence is ufually to be beheaded,
and their goods forfeited. Then they are
three times fummoned by a crier to appear,
and come before the court of juftice in an
hour: But they are not fuch fools to put

themfelves
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themfelves into the hands of the hang-
man, knowing they are condemned to die.
‘They not appearing, infamy is added to
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folute authority over the peafants thatBeav-
hold of them ; that is, who are their val-PLAYN.\’
fals in their hereditary poffeffions : for they <~

the fentence; that is, any one that meets,
15 authorized and allowed to kill them;
and they that eat or drink with them are
accounted guilty of the fame crime. Then
the plintift’ being too weak for the party
condemned, comes to fome compofition,
and for a fum of money difcharges the
other: Afier which the criminal may fue
out the king’s pardon, which cofts two or
three thoufand livres; by which he is clear-
ed of his crime, and of the infamy, and re-
ftored to his goods. But when the crimi-
nal is not fo powerful as the party grieved,
he muft fly the country to fave his life,
and his goods are forfeited to the crown.
Thefe are the benefits the king cannot en-
joy, and which he gives the nobility for
life. Bur, as they fay, guilt wears out

have not fuch full power over the peafants
that live upon crown-lands, which they
hold only for life; for of thefe they can put
none to death without legal procefs, nor
feize their goods without fhewing a reafon
for it; the peafants of the crown, when mo-
lefted, having their complaints heard before
the king, who prote@s them, and keeps
their privileges.

A gentleman cannot be condemned to
death for killing a peafant belonging to
another gendeman, but is by law to pay
forty grivemes to the heirs of the party
killed to have their difcharge; a grivere
is worth thirty-two fo/s. In thefe cafes the
teftimony of two gentlemen is fufficient to
condemn a peafant, but there muft be four-
teen peafants to conviét a gentleman,

in time; for after fome years paft, friends

Strangers may not purchafe land there, Strangers,
endeavour to make up the bufinefs, either

nor the native peafants, who never can pof- peafants,
and bur-

No fingle
duels.

becaufe the party concerned is dead, or
that he relents and forgives, or through
fome other means, after which the crimi-
nal may eafily recover his goods, if he has
any intereft.

It is not fo among foldiers, for upon the
leaft offence they are fecured, without being
looked upon as gentlemen, but as foldiers,
and are accordingly tried by a council of
war, and judgment no fooner given than ex-
ecuted.

The nobility may farm land without any
difparagement, and fell the product of the
earth ; but they are not allowed to trade,
any more than in France.

In private quarrels they are not obliged
to feek fatisfaction of the wrong done them,
man to man. When they think them-
felves injured, they gather all their friends,
and the moft refolute of their vaffals, and
march out with the greateft ftrength they
can make, to attack and worft their ene-
mies wherefoever they can meet them, and
do not lay down their arms till they have
fought, or elfe fome friends have interpofed
and reconciled them, and inftead of a fcy-
mitar put into their hands a great gafs full
of the liquor they call soquaye, to drink one
another’s health.

They have alfo the liberty of wearing
little crowns over their arms, as being pet-
ty fovereigr.s, to caft as much cannon as
they pleafe, and to build as confiderable
forts as they are able, without being ob-
ftruted by the king or repiblick; and
they only want the privilege of coining,
to be abfolute fovereigns. Form.:ly mo-
ney was coin’d in the name of the republick,
at prefent in the king’s name only. In
fhort, it appears at the beginning of this
rclation, that they have fovereign and ab-

N°. 30, Vor. L

fefs any of their own ; but they and their
children hold their farms for life, pay
great rents to their lords, and cannot {ell
or mortgage, but the lord can enter upon
them when he pleafes.  In towns the bur-
ghers may buy houfes and gardens, about
the fame towns within their liberties. By
this it appears that all the lands in that re-
publick are poffefled by the nobility, who
are very rich, excepting only the lands re-
mitted to the crown (which are not here-
ditary, like thofe we have fpoken of) where
there are certain villages depending of the
crown, which the kings have given to boyars,
who are a fort of people inferior to the
gentry, and above the trading fori, to
whom the king has given eftates for them
and their heirs, who enjoy them upon con-
dition they fhall ferve in the wars at their
own expence, as often as the great gene-
ral requires, and do all they are com-
manded for the fervice of the ftate. Tho
moft of thefe are very rich, yet there are
fome among them poor enough ; buc the
nobility is rich, as has been faid. In Ma/o-
via, where there is a great number of them,
being at leaft the fixth part of the inhabi-
tants, they are not fo well to pafs; for
which reafon a great many of them go to

plow, and ferve great men as gentlemen- -

tollowers, which is more honourable than
to be coachmen, as the moft ftupid of them
are forced to be. Of this fort were two
that ferved me as coachmen feveral years,
whilft I was in that country employed as
firft captain of the arullery, and the king’s
ingineer, though they were gentlemen of
good birth.

The patrimony of the nobility is free
from winter-quarters and garrifons; and
the army is only permitted to march thro’,

6 F being

hers,
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Bravu- being never allowed to be in garrifon, but
PLAN. ypon the demefns of the crown,

» Y™~  When feveral brothers are coheirs, the
cldeft divides, and the youngeft chufes.

A widow marrying again, may, if fhe
pleafes, give all fhe has to him that marries
her, and fo difappoint her children: This
law makes children obedient to their parents.

The Polifp nobility are humble, and
complaifant enough towards fuperiors, fuch
as the palatines, and other officers of the
crown; courteous and well-bred to their
equals and countrymen, but haughty and
infolent to their inferiors; affable to ftran-
gers, whom yet they do not much affedt,
or willingly converfe with: as for inftance,
the Turks and Tartars, whom they feldom
fee but in war, and with fword in hand.
As for the Mufcovites, by reafon of their
brutality, they do not affociate, or deal
with them ; nor with the Swedes and Ger-
mans, for whom they have fo great an
averfion that they cannot bear with them,
but hate them mortally 3 and whenfoever
they make ufe of Germans, it is for very
great nced. On the contrary, they call
the French brothers, jympathizing with,
and being allied to them in behaviour, as
well in their free way of dclivering them-
felves without diffimulation, as in their
eafy jovial temper, which inclines them to
laugh and fing without any melancholy.
So the French who converfe with thofe peo-
ple, have a great efteem for them, be-
caufe generally they are good-natured, ge-
nerous, void of malice, not given to re-
venge, witty ; and thofe that apply them-
{elves, improve mightily. They have ex-
cellent memories ; are magnificent, ho-
rourable, expenfive in their habit, wear-
ing rich linings; and I have feen fome of
fables worth about two thoufand crowns,
adorned with large gold buttons fet with
rubies, emeralds, diamonds, and other pre-
cious ftones. They carry abundance of
fervants after them; are very courageous,
refolute and skilful ac their weapons, where-
in they outdo all their neighbours, as ma-
king it their common exercife ; for they are
feldom or never without war againft fome
of the powerful princes of Eurgpe, as the
Furks, Tartars, Mafcovites, Swedes, Ger-
mans; and fometimes two or three of them
together, as happened in the years 1632
and 1633, when they were at war with the
urks, Tartars, and Mujcovites, and came
off very well, after feveral vittories ob-
tained over them, followed by that over
the Swedes in 163 5.

After which peace was concluded be-

AManners
of the
Polith no-
bility.

(a) That is, a captain

carry papers, their combs and their money.

ther fetters, holding three of the horfe’s'legs as he feeds.

1

(4) Who are horfemen with bows and arrows.
fteel ferves to fharpen his fcymitar and knife, and to firike fire.
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tween the two crowns of Scwaden and Poland,
by the mediation of monficur Davavy, his
moft Chriftian majefty’s embaflador, to the
fatisfattion of both kings.  Befides their ge-
nerofity in other refpets, they entertain
their friends in their houfes very civilly, be-
ing honoured and vifited by them; nay,
they are moft obliging to ftrangers they ne-
ver faw before in their lives, and treat them
with the fame civility as if they had been
long acquainted.

There are in that country fome very rich
lords, for there are thofe whofe perfonal
eftates amount to 8ooooo livres per annum,
without reckoning thofe that hold by gitt
of the crown, which are the fixth part of
the kingdom ; and the caufe of this great
wealth 1s, becaufe the peafants can have no
inheritance, fo that all belongs to the nobi-
lity, being fallen in to them, either by con-
queft, or by confifcations from rebels and
turbulent perfons, whofe eftates have been
confifcated, and annexed to the demefn. The
nobility, fearing left the king, if poffeflfed
of fuch vaft eftates, might make himfclf
abfolute, they obftruét his being mafter of
them, and are themfelves gainers by it.

Thefe pecople, when they go to war,
ferve after a ftrange manner ; and fhould
we fee fuch as them in our armies, we fthould
rather gaze at than fear them, though they
are loaded with all forts of offenfive arms.
I will give a defcription of them by what I
faw myfelf in the perfon of monfieur Dec-
2einsky, Roftemafter (a) of a troop of Cof-
Jacks (b), who was thus armed. In the firft
place he had his fcymitar over his coat of
mail, his head-piece, which is a fteel cap,
with labels of the fame fort as his coat of
mail, hanging down on both fides, and be-
hind over his back, his carbine, or elfe
his bow and quiver ; there hung about his
wafte a czidela (¢), a fteel (4), a knife, fix
filver fpoons made to lie one within another
in a purfe of red Turkey-leather; a piftol
in his girdle, a fine handkerchief, a purfe of
drefled leather that folds, holding about a
pint and half, which they ufe to take up
water to drink in the field; fabdletas (¢), a
naiyque (f), two or three fathom of filk rope
about the thicknefs of half a man’s little
finger to bind the prifoners they take. All
thefe things hang on the fide oppofite to the
fcymitar ; and befides all this, a horn to
drench their horfes. There alfo hung by
the faddle, on the off-fide, a wooden bowl
that would hold half a pail to water his
horfe ; alfo three noganft (g) of leather to
hold his horfe whilft he teeds. Befides,
when he had not his bow, inftead of it he

(c) Anawl. (d) Thic
(¢) Itis a great flac pouch of red cloth to
(/) A little leather whip to put on his horle. (¢) Lea-

carried
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carried his carbine at his belt : he had,
moreover, a ladonnequis (a), & worm for
the carbine, and a flatk. Judge whether a
man thus loaded be in a condition to fight.

The boufarts are lancers, and all of them
gentlemen of confiderable eftates, as far as
50000 livres a year ; are excellently moun-
ted, the worft of their horfes worth two
hundred ducats, being all Turkifb horfes
brought from Caremania, a province in
Anaiolia. Every one of them ferves with
five horfes, for in a company of a hundred
lancers, there are but twenty matfters, who
all march in the front being file-leaders §
and the four other ranks are their fervants
each in his file.  Their lances are nineteen
foot long, the fpear hollow, the reft of
folid wood. At the point of their lances
they wear a ftreamer or flag of red and
white, or blue and green, or black and
white, but always of two colours, four or
five ells long, which, I fuppofe, is to fright
the enemics horfes 3 for when they have
couch’d their lances, running with all the
fwiftnefs their horfes heels can carry them,
thefe ftreamers twirl about, and difcompofe
the enemies horfes they are to charge
They are armed back and breaft, arms,
head, &F¢c. By their fide they have only
their fcymitar, a palache under the left
thigh ; and on the right fide of the pomel
of the faddle is faften’d a long fword,
broad at hand, and tapering downwards
with a fquare point, which is to run a man
thro’ as he lies on the ground, if he is not
yet dead ; and therefore this fword is five
foot long, and has a round pomel that they
may the better thruft againft the ground
to pierce the coat of mail 5 the palacbe is
to cut fleth, and the fcymitar to hack and
hew the coats of mail. They alfo carry
battle-axes, weighing at leaft fix pounds,
made like our fquare pick-axes, well
temper'd, with a long handle to ftrike
upon the helmet, and enemy’s armour,
which they pierce with thefe inftru-
ments.

As their armour and manner of waging
war feems to us very different from ours,
we will let you fee, by what follows, that
their banquets and their behaviour at them,
is different from what is ufed by moft na-
ticns in the world. For the lords, who va-
lue themfelves moft upon this particular,
the people that are very rich, and thofe
that are in 1 medium, treat very fplen-
didly according to their ability ; and I can
with truth affirm, that their common
meals do much exceed our feafts in all
points, by which fenfible men judge what
they do when they debauch and make ex-
traordinary treats. ‘The great lords of the
kingdom, and other officers of the crown,

upon leifure days, when they are excus’dBzau-
from going to the fenate; and hold the PLAN.

diet at Warfaw, have made entertainments
that have coft fifty, and even fixty thou-
fand livres, a very great expence, confi-
dering what is ferved in; and how it is
ferved. For it is not there as in thofe
countries, where amber, mufk, pearls and
coftly dreffings arife to prodigious fums.
All that is ferv’d here is very ordinary and
coarfely dreft, but in prodigious quantities,
though it be but for a fmall occafion. But
the wafte their fervants and family make,
as fhall be fhewn hereatter, is what enhances
the charge. Now that you may guefs at
the value of the whole by a fmall fample,
I muft inform you upon my own know-
ledge, that very often (according to the
bills of expence which I have feen) there
has been one only article which mentioned
a hundred crowns in glaffes only, and they
were not curious ones but only a penny
a-piece. 'When they begin, they are gene-
rally only four or five lords fenators, and
fometimes the ambafladors that are at court
join with them; which is but a fmall num-
ber for fo great an expence as we have
fpoke of, but increafed by the number of
their gentlemen followers, to the number of
twelve or fifteen; who are all bid wel-
come, and in all make feventy or eighty
perfons, who all fit down to a table, made
of three tables put end to end, and near
a hundred foot in length, generally covered
with three fine large table-cloths, and all
the fervice gilt ; upon every plate a loaf
under a very little napkin, no bigger than
a handkerchief, with a fpoon but no knife.
Thefe tables fo placed are commonly in a
fpacious hall, at the end of which is a fide-
board full of plate, with a rail abour it,
within which no body is to go but the butler
and his affiftants ; upon that fideboard there
are often eight or ten heaps of filver difhes,
and as many plates as will reach the height
of a man, and they are no fhort ones in
that country. Oppofite to this fideboard,
and generally over the door, is a gallery
for the muficians, as well vocal as inftru-
mental, which are not to be heard confu-
fedly all together, but begin with the violins,
which are followed by cornets in a propor-
tionable number, after them come the voi-
ces with children that make an harmoni-
ous confort enough. All thefe feveral foris
begin again alternatively, and laft as long
as the feaft. The muficians have always
caten and drank before the feaft begins,
during which, being bound to attend their
bufinefs, they could have no leifure vo eat
or drink. All things being thus in order,
the tables are covered with all forts of va-
rieties 3 then the lords are led into the hall,

n

(e) A castridge box for carbine and piftol.
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of divers forts. This fecond courfe is at-
tended by an intermefs of feveral forts of
ftrained peafe with a good piece of bacon,
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Bravu- in the midft whereof there are four gentle-
PLAN. men, two of whom hold a gilt bafon, at
VY™ Jeaft three foot diameter, to wafh in, and

the ewer proportionable to it. The gen-
tlemen drawing near the lords, give them
water for therr hands, and withdrawing,
give way to the other two, who hold a
towel about three ells long, each holding
an end, and offering it to the lords, who
dry their hands. After this, the mafter of
the houfe having performed the honours
due, gives to every one his proper place,
according to his rank and dignity. Being
thus feated, they are ferved by gentlemen-
carvers, three at each table, and treated
with the varieties which are dreffed and
feafoned atrer their manner, that is, fome
with faffron, whofe fauce is yellow ; others
with juice of cherries, which makes the
fauce red ; others with the juice of prunes,
and that fauce is black ; others with juice
of boil’d onions ftrain’d, and this makes
a greyifh, and is by them called gonche.
All thefe forts of meat in their feveral
fauces are cut into bits as big as a ball, that
every one may take what he pleafes. No
foop is ferved up to table, becaufe the
meat has its broth with it in the difhes, a-
mong which there are fome pafties. Every
one of the guefts eats according as the fauce
pleafes him, which are never any more
than thofe four we have mentioned, befides
the feveral forts of meat. They ferve up
beef, mutton, veal and pullets without
fauce, well feafoned according to the cu-
ftom of that country, with falt and fpice,
and fo well that they have no need of falts,
which are therefore never ufed. As foon
as one difh is emptied, they fet on another,
as falt-cabbage, with a piece of falt pork,
or millet, or boiled dough ( I fuppofe
dumplins) which they eat as a great dainty.
They make another fort of fauce of a root
they call crefen, which they bruife and fteep
in vinegar, and has the relith ot delicious
excellent muftard, fit to eat either with
frefh or falt beef, and with all forts of fifh.
The firft courie being thus over, and the
difhes emptied, moft of the meat not eaten
by the guefts but their fervants, as we fhall
mention more fully hereafter, they take
off, and not only the dithes, but the firft
table-cloth with them, and then comes the
fecond courfe of roaft-meat, as beef, mut-
ton and veal, cut into large pieces, ca-
pons, chickens, pullets, goflins, ducks,
hares, venifon, kid, wild-boar, and all other
forts, as partridges, quails, larks and orher
fmall birds, whereof they have great plen-
ty. As for pigeons, they never ufe them,
becaufe they are rare in that country, as
are rabbits and woodcocks.  All thefe forts
are ferved up without any order, but con-
fufedly, intermixing them with feveral falads
b

whereof every one takes part and cuts it
into bits, which they eat with a fpoon,
dipping in the foop, and look upon itas
a dainty difh, fwallowing it without chew-
ing ; and the value they put upon it is fo
great, that they think they have not been
well treated if it be wanting ; as alfo if
they have not millet buttered, and hufked
barley dreffed in the fame manner, which
they call cacha, and the Dutch, gru. They
have alfo bits of pafte like macaroons fry’d
in butter full of cheefe : and another fort
made of buck-wheat, like very thin cakes,
which they dip in the juice of white pop-
py-feed, which I fuppofe they eat to fill
them up quite, and difpofe them to fleep.
This fecond courfe being taken away, as
the firft was, the defert is brought in, fuch
as the feafon and opportunity will allow
ot, as crecam, cheefe, and many other
things I cannot at prefent call to mind
All which difhes and dainties are fo far infe-
rior to the meaneft of ours, that I fhould
value one French difh above ten of theirs,
But for fith they underftand it wonderful
well, for they not only have that which is
very good, but drefs it to perfection, and
give it fo fine a relith that it will raife a
decay’d appetite, wherein they exceed all
other nations, not only in my opinion,
but by the general confent of all French
and other ftrangers, who have been enter-
tained by them. Nor is it any wonder,
for they fpare neither wine, nor oil, fpice.
currans, pine-apple kernels, nor any other
thing which with their ingenuity can con-
tribute to feafon it well.  During dinner
they drink but litde, to lay a good foun-
dation, and what they drink is beer out of
long round glaffes as big as a French pot,
into which they put toafted bread fprinkled
with oil. It was above-mention’d, that
though the difhes of the firft and fecond
courie were taken from table almoft empty,
yet the guefts had eaten the leaft part;
which is very true, for it is to be obferved
that every one of thofe that is at table
has one or two fervants, and when they
would have clean plates, they fill their foul
ones with what 1s next them, and give
them heaped to the faid fervants, who be-
ing well provided, get together to devour
it in fome corner of the room, as it were
by ftealth, making an indecent noife,
which yet their mafters do not hinder, but
caufe it by fupporting fuch a cuftom. Af-
ter the mafters have eaten heartily at table,
without much drinking, and the fervants
gormandized what their mafters have given
them in the corners of the hall, then they
begin in earncft to drink onc another’s

healths.
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times as much wine as their mafters, and Beav-

confequently they commit unparalleld in- PLAN.
folencies, rubbing the dirty greafy plates =< V™

healths, not in becr, as before, but in their
wine, which is the beft and nobleft in the
world; and though it be white, yet it

mekes their faces red, and enhances the
expence of their treats, for they confume
abundance, and it cofts four livres a por,
paying fo much rather for its goodnefs
than fcarcity. When one has drank his
friend’s health, he gives him the fame
glafs of that wine that he may pledge
him, which they do eafily without the help
of fervants, the tables being covered with
great pots of wine and glaffes, which are
as foon filled as emptied: fo that an hour
or two after this pleafant work begins, it
is no lefs pleafant to fee the vaft number of
glafles every one has before him, to fuch a
prodigious quantity that it is impoflible he
fhould drink them off, than to obferve the
forms and figures they ftand in, for fome-
times they are fquares, fometimes triangles ;
fometimes oblongs, and fometimes circles;
and thefe glaffes are fo varioufly moved,
and in fo many feveral forms, that I cannot
believe the motion of the planets can be
more irregular and difagreeing than that
which is caufed by that excellent pleafing
white-wine. 'When they have fpent four
or five hours at this notable but not labo-
rious exercife, fome of them overcome, fall
afleep ; others go out to make water, and
return more able to on the work ;
others difcourfe of their brave ations on
the like occafions, and of what advantages
they gained over their companions. But
all rhe mafters do is nothing, compared
with the behaviour of the fervants, for if
they were expenfive in eating, they are fo
much more in drinking, and deftroy ten
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againft the hangings, though never fo rich,
or elfe againft their mafters hanging-
fleeves, without any refpect to them or
their rich garments; and to crown the
work, they all drink to fuch a pitch that
none of them goes off without feeling the
effects of wine, for mafters, fervants and
muficians are all drunk. Yet they that
have the charge of the plate, are not gene-
rally fo gorged, but that they take care,
as near as they can, that no man fhall get
out of the houfe till all the plate be fe-
cured by thofe to whom it is committed :
but thefe officers generally making ufe of
their time, cannot perform their duty fo
well as they fhould, fo that there is gene-
rally fomething loft.

To conclude ; this is what at prefent 1
can call to mind of what I have feen and
heard in that northern country, as to its
fituation, the people inhabiting it, their
religion, manners, and way of making
war ; if my memory, which has furnifhed
me with what hitherto I have found to di-
vert you, fhall bring to light any thing
elfe I fhall think worthy to prefent you
with, I fhall not forget my duty, but will
moft willingly acquaint you with it, ho-
ping that if this I have prefented you with
does not anfwer your expectation, you will
eafily excufe my inability to write more
politely, which I thought improper for a
foldier, who has fpent all his days in throw-
ing up works, catting of cannon, and burn-
ing of falt-perre.
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