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Message from the Editor

THANK YOU FOR THE MEMORIES
by George D. Fedyk

What a great journey | have had these past four years Slobodian, George Slusarczuk, Andrij D. Solczar
It is with regret that after almost 10 years of editing Mark Stelmacovich, Leonard Tann, Jerry
philatelic journals on Ukrainica, | have decided not to Tkachuk, Volodymyr M. Woytowycz, and V.
continue my tenure as editor Jkrainian Philatelist Zabijaka.
So, this is my last journal. To put it on record, it is
now time for me to move on and be a little bit selfish | would like to also particularly thank Jerry Popad
with my time and concentrate on personal priorities from my home town of Adelaide, who, with gre
such as competitive exhibiting, writing quality enthusiasm and competence, translated most c
articles, and finishing and publishing some long- Ukrainian language articles and provided ongc
shelved projects, particularlyle”~ievag lorla moral support.
Mpla€ g bnderground Post of Ukraine).

In conclusion, | would like to sincerely thank UPI
In considering these past ten years, the highlights President Ingert Kuzych, who convinced, and t
have been that | have had the opportunity and the persuaded me, after almost six years editirge
privilege to have made some fabulous philatelic Southern Collectqrto commit to another four yea
friends, from all parts of the world. | have also Rl HGLWLQJ LQ WIKanks |bgelt Ortyau
experienced a great learning curve in terms of the exceptional support, friendship, belief, and trust ¢
nuances of philately, and understood more deeplythese past four years. | feel | have fulfilled our vis
Ukrainian history and culture, something that has and much to our satisfactiotlkrainian Philatelist
enriched my soul. has been awarded numerous world-wide phila

DZDUGV IRU H[FHOOHQFH , C
| have been fortunate over this past decade to hav dreamed of such achievements back in 1999.
been richly rewarded by my philatelic peers, having

been awarded numerous philatelic and personaﬂ*f . ! [y
t<

awards. It is now with immense pride that | can
inform readers that | have recently been awarded ¢
Gold medal for Ukrainian Philatelist from the

Chicagopex 2003 Exhibition. Without a shadow of T
doubt, this is an outstanding achievement for the M
UPNS and Ukrainian philately in particular. | believe 3
that it is the very first time that any Ukrainian
philatelic publication has been awarded a Gold.

I must also mention that | have been very pleased t(
have had myHandbook of Modern Ukrainian %
Philately, 1991-2000 receive a multitude of
international philatelic awards. This is a project that |
intend continuing and | trust that it has been a helpful
tool for collectors of modern Ukraine.

It would be remiss of me to not sincerely thank all
those colleagues who provided articlesUtkrainian
Philatelist and helped make it the success it h
become. Contributors have come from Australia, Having said all this, | would commend to the reac
Canada, Estonia, Great Britain, Romania, Ukraine, of Ukrainian Philatelistthat they now get behind ai
and the USA. | take the opportunity to name all those support our new editor, Karen Lemiski, who | had
contributors over the past four years. To you all, my privilege of hosting in Adelaide back in 2001 (:
heartfelt thanks! * Oleksandr Alin, Andrii photo). | look forward to seeing her expertise
Avramenko, Volodymyr Bekhtir, Peter Bylen, enthusiasm on these pages over the next few ye
Volodymyr Byshevskyi, Jay T. Carrigan, Krzysztof ask all contributors, and any new contributors
Ceremuga, Velerii Cherednychenko, Peter Cybaniak make contact with Karen to help her publish oni
Roman Dubyniak, Alexander Epstein, Borys Fessak, WKH ZRUOGYVY EHVW SKLODWH
Dan Grecu, John-Paul Himka, Karel Holoubek,

Michael Ivashchenko, Wiliam A. Jones, Barry Karen Lemiski can be contacted at:

Keane, Valentyna Khodoliy, Ingert Kuzych, Karen 2641 South Emerson,Sthandler, AZ 85248 USA
Lemiski, Hryhoriy Lobko, Yurii Lohvyn, Alexander Email: verlagkl@imap2.asu.edu

Malycky, Andrew O. Martyniuk, Rick Miller, Ivan

Nizovets, Bohdan Pauk, Raymond J. Pietruszka, So, dear reader, thank you for the memories.
Lubomyr Pyrih, Bonnie and Roger Riga, Omelan
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Message from the President

EXCITING TIMES
by Ingert Kuzych

A great deal has transpired over the past sixappears on the enclosed UN philatelic brochure
months that will be of interest to the entire UPNS that contains information on how to order this
membership. | will mention these events in stamp (part of an Indigenous Art issue). A write-
chronological order. up of this new thematic issue will appear in the
nextUkrainian Philatelist.
Our Columbus, OhioUKRAINPEX, held in
August in conjunction with the American November also saw the long-awaited release of
SBKLODWHOLF 6RFLHW\YV 6WDtFthe Comprehensive Catalog of Ukrainiad
a great success. Attendance was very good an Philately by the late UPNS expertizer John
we recruited many new members. Released ir Bulat. Mr. Bulat was not able to complete his
South Bend, Indiana, but made available during work on this volume before his passing and it
RXU VKRZ ZDV WKH 86 3RVWLCwas left to a group of three individuals to edit the
stamp issue of College Football Heroes, one of pages that he did finish. Special thanks are
which featured Ukrainian-AmericarBronko extended to the present UPNS expertizer Jerry
Nagurski (see article starting on page 42). 7TNDFKXN WR WKH VRFLHW\fV ¢
Committee Chairman Borys Fessak, and
The first day of October saw Canada Post releas: particularly to editor Karen Lemiski (who will
a set of eight stamps honoring Canadian become thdJkrainian Philatelistf V L Q&tlitélJ L P
astronauts, one of whorRoberta Bondar, is of as of next year) for all their hard work in finally
Ukrainian extraction. Further information about bringing this publication into print. A report on
this fascinating individual may be found in the catalog may be found in the Publications
another autobiographical article in this issue Review section (page 64).
(page 39).
,IYH DOZD\V WJKRIKdrK RhilaglistD W
Late in September Marka Ukrainy announced was one of the best-produced and most attractive
that it would be releasingstamp honoring the journals around, it now appears that others are
Holodomor (Great Famine-Genocide) of 1933. starting to realize it as well. Starting in Juoar
Fortunately, one of our members Morgan flagship publication won three fabulous
Williams, who works in Kyiv, was able to obtain awards: a large silver at the 8th National
a copy of the design. He recognized that that the Philatelic Exhibition in Palmerston North, New
image of a starving family appearing on the Zealand, a vermeil at the APS Stampshow in
stamp dated to an earlier famine of 1921-22. Columbus, Ohio, and a gold at Chicagopex
Additionally, the people on the stamp were $PHULFDYfV ROGHVW SKLODWHO
known to be Russian, not Ukrainian. An competition; see certificate on front cover).
international e-mail crusade was able to alert
Marka Ukrainy to the potentially embarrassing , WV U D U Hcold®®,LhobglGs&/@ublication
situation presented by the faulty stamp designto win a gold medal. If they are exceptionally
and it was quickly redrawn in time for the well put-together, regular society publications
national Holodomor commemoration in late generally receive a very respectable vermeil.
November. A full report on this successful Such levels of awards had become commonplace
campaign appears on page 30. for Ukrainian Philatelist but now our journal has
reached the highest rung! Felicitations to George
Another stamp-altering effort took place in Fedyk, our tremendously talented editor. His
October-November when Borys Fessak alerted hard work in promoting our collecting specialty
myself and several other members to a proposethas been justly rewarded.
UN stamp design that featured the old Soviet
Ukrainian flag used prior to 1991. Contacts The judges reviewed all five journal issues for
initiated with high-ranking UN postal officials 20012002 (which included our special
enabled the UN postal administration to pull the anniversary issue) and were obviously very
stamp design just one day before it was duetog¢ LPSUHVVHG 7KHLU FRPPHQWYV ZHL
to print. The grateful administrators later amount of philatelic research in all areas of
informed me that a UN stamp of next year would Ukrainian philately; good on details of society
feature aUkrainian topic. The stamp design DFWLYLWLHY DQG DZDUGV °
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During the same period thédiandbook of 1. For the society to conduct its own auction we
Modern Ukrainian Philately won another four  would need for someone to step up and volunteer
awards: a large silver at the 8th National to put one together. However, this may not really
Philatelic Exhibition in Palmerston North, New be necessary. A society auction was a regular
Zealand, a vermeil at the APS Stampshow in feature of our newsletter for many years until the
Columbus, Ohio, a large vermeil at STAMPEX service was discontinued by the previous
in Adelaide, Australia (which netted our editor a administration. Val Zabijaka, who ran the society
new wok as his prize) and a vermeil at auction, now runs an independent auction of
Chicagopex. strictly Ukrainian materials three times a year.
He enjoys the present separate status and prefers
UPNS electionsconcluded on 1 December with to keep the status quo. Members not already
the proposed slate receiving overwhelming receiving his auction may wish to contact him at:
endorsement. | wish to thank the many members bnmi23@erols.comor to check out his new
who participated in balloting and for reelecting website at; www.zabstamps.com
me as your president. Not as many comments
were made on theurvey portion of the ballot as 2. In the past, we have held separate
,1G KRSHG SHUKDSV WKLV UKRAINPEX shows as well as shows in
membership is generally satisfied with the conjunction with other major stamp shows. One
direction of the society and what our of the hurdles to putting on our own show is to
administration was able to accomplish in its first find members who are willing to host the show in
WHUP 1HYHUWKHOHVV | 1G their own city. The location should be close
responses received to the two questions posed. enough to population centers where UPNS
members and other Ukrainian collectors reside,
Survey Feedback or a location boasting a larger Ukrainian
community. In the past four years, we have held
In replying to the query®: KDW GR \RX successful independent UKRAINPEXes in
most rewarding about your membership in Detroit, Edmonton, Canada, and Lehighton, New
8316"two areas stand out as being greatly York. Although we have solicited affiliates and
appreciated by our membership: 1) the society members to host UKRAINPEXes, recently no
publications and 2) our get-togethers. Kind words one has stepped forward. If you are interested in
were received for both thelrident Visnyk hosting a UKRAINPEX, by all means, please
newslettertmembers appreciate the illustrations contact me so we can discuss the ideal!
of new stamps, cachets, and other philatelic items
+ and ourUkrainian Philatelist journal * the 3. Regarding specific-topic articles in the
scholarly research and well-written articles were Ukrainian Philatelist + our editor can only
particularly singled out. publish what he receives. If readers want more
articles on Ukrainian badges (or any subject a bit
Both annual society meetings, the Zustrich swap out of the mainstream), why not compose some
meet and our UKRAINPEX shows, are very or suggest some for reprinting from other
popular gathering venues for members. The fact publications? The situation is similar for
that the latest two UKRAINPEXes were held Ukrainian-language articlexzwe rarely receive
with major shows was cited as a plus by a these anymore. However, since the vast majority
number of respondents. Highlights such of our membership seems comfortable in an
friendship, camaraderie, and ability to acquire English-language milieu, the present
unique items within these settings were all preponderance of English-language pieces in our
commented upon. journal works very well.

The second questiof: KDW RWKHU VH A final suggestion for involving grade school-age

activities would you like to see our Society students in our society is very worthwhile. We

G R L Qgkherated responses for: 1) auctions, 2) have begun to formulate plans for holding

independent UKRAINPEXes not connected with activities for Plast groups to assist scouts in
major shows (proving you can never satisfy earning philatelic badges. These plans are
everyone), and 3) mor&Jkrainian Philatelist moving forward and the Board will make this a

articles on Ukrainian military badges or more in priority area during its next term. If you have any

the Ukrainian language. All these suggestions are other ideas on getting more youth involved or on
good ones but would require some assistanceany other topic, please do not hesitate to let me
from other members. know.
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GEMS FROM THE FIRST AIRMAIL SERVICE
by Ingert Kuzych

A previous article inJkrainian PhilatelistNo. 86 +146 lots in all. Many of the fabulous airmail
LOQWURGXFHG UHDGHUV WR W items illustrated in the specialized AustriaD Q G
first international airmail service, which Ferchenbauer Catalogwere offered at the
functioned between Viennat in the Austro- auction. This article will highlight seven of the
Hungarian Empire £ and Kyiv + in newly most interesting covers, which were carried to or
independent Ukraine+ from 31 March to 15 from Ukrainian cities.

October 1918, i.e. during the last year of World

War 1. This line featured daily flights in both Pre-Service Cover

directions with intermediate stops in Krakau

(Krakow, now in Poland) and Lemberg (Lviv, in Figure 2 is of a field post card mailed on 28
present-day Ukraine); see Figure 1. Different March 1918 from Krakau to Lemberg. This item
planes flew each leg of the service with the was flown during the 1l1-day period (20-30
mailbag quickly transferred from the arriving March) when experimental flights were made that
flight to the warmed-up-and-waiting departing carried only military dispatches. Such mails did
plane. not require any stamps.

The card features three special handstamps. The
GERMANY UKRAINE three lines of the marking in the upper left
translate as: Imperial and Royal Air Reserve

Kyiv y . .
Krakau (Krakow) ° Troops / Air Reserve Battalion | / Air Reserve
e >r/// Company 10. The two-line handstampapplied
Vienna
°

/ Lemberg (Lviv) at the beginning and end points of the flight read:
Imperial and Royal Courier Line Vienna-Kyiv /
Flight Station Krakau (or Lemberg). The message
on the card relates that in an earlier flight from
Lemberg to Krakau, flown by Oberleutnant
gy Matzenauer, the pilot became lost in a snowstorm
ROMANTA Dugharest near Rzeszow and was forced to make an
emergency landing. The card presumably was

then forwarded by train.

L4 ~
Budapest "~ . . Arad
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY ~*< e

ITALY

e

BULGARIA

Figure 1. Estimated value for the card according to
The solid lines show the Vienna-Krakau-Lemberg-Kyiv air - Ferchenbauemas 1,100+ euros. Biddin% began

URXWH RI WKH ZRUOGTV ILUVW LQW%FT@Q@U‘F&@IH@M%M@BIHQV%WE&{)O trog!KH

Vienna-Budapest leg only functioned for about three weeks
(4-23 July 1918). The dashed lines represent a proposed
southern route into Ukraine that was never set up. Figure 2 (below).
A stampless card (military mail) sent on 29 March 1918, just

. . three days before the regular airmail service was established.
The flight distance between the t Y g

end points was about 1,200 km (7
miles) and the route was completed
average in about 12 hours. Most mi
traveled between the Austrian cities
Vienna, Krakau, and Lemberg, wi
relatively few items carried on to Ky
(and most of these were of milits
correspondence). On 31 March, th
special Austrian airmail stamps we
introduced for the civilian mails th
began to be carried on that day.

In February of 2003, the Austri
OPHILA Auction featured some of tt
rarest and most interesting covers ¢
assembled from the first airmail serv
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First Flight from Lemberg

The second cover (Figure 3) is
a card carried on the first-ev
civilian flight out of Lemberg (i
Vienna) on 3 April 1918. The
heller is the postal card re
while the 4 kroner paid for a
delivery: a 1-krone handlin
charge and 1.5 kroner for es
leg of the flight, Lemberg
Krakau and Krakau-Vienna.

The card was posted on the 2
but it displays additione
departure and arrival markin
applied on the 3rd. The estimat
value for this first-flight iten
(always very desirable) was ¢ Figure 3

at 325 euros. Bidding began Postal card mailed on the first civilian airmail flight out of Lemberg (Lviv)
160 euros and ended at 4 on 3 April 1918.

euros.

Single-Leg Flight

Figure 4 presents both sides ¢
unique postcard mailed on .
April 1918 from Lemberg t
Krakau. Since this was only
one-leg mailing, the frankin
consists of just one airme
stamp of 2.50 kroner (1 krot
handling plus 1.5 kroner for tf
one leg) plus a 10-heller star
to cover the post card rate. WI
makes this item so interesting
that it pictures the very plane
which it was carried! I
DGGLWLRQ WKLV
further enhanced by the fact tt
it traveled on a such a shi
stretch (most mails went furth
to Vienna the capital).

The estimated value for this ce
was 350+ euros and the biddi
began at 200 euros. The winni
bid was not reached till 7%
euros!

Multiple-Weight-Increment
Covers

The fourth cover (Figure ¢
features a large envelope s
from Vienna to Lemberg on
September 1918 and beari
five airmail stamps! These we
needed to cover the tv
additional weight increments

Figure 4.
This postcard from Lemberg to Krakau depicts the very plane on which it was flown!
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Figure 5.
Oversized military letter from Vienna to Lemberg carries five airmail stamps.

this oversize letter. Since this was a military handling and distance at the regular rate, plus
dispatch, the letter franking fee was waived, but 3x+3k+3k for the three additional weight

the cost of air delivery had to be paid for in jncrements). This amount was made up with a
stamps: a 1-krone handling fee and 1.5 kroner fo strip of three 2.5-kroner stamps, the 1.5-kroner
each 20 grams of weight and each increment (leg yalue, and the 4-kroner stamp. So, this letter too
of the route. Since this route had two legs pears five airmail stamps, but it includes all three
Vienna to Krakau and Krakau to Lembetgan  yalues of the airmail set. Additionally, since this

ordinary letter would have required 4 kroner was a civilian letter, a regular stamp of 30 heller
(1k+3K). This letter bears 10-kroner worth of giso needed to be applied.

stamps because it weighed
between 40 and 60 grams (
1k+3k+3k+3K).

Estimated value for this cov
illustrated in Ferchenbauerwas
1,000++ euros and biddir
began at 800 euros. Amazing
the hammer price for this ite
was only 950 euros. In n
estimation, this amount was
real bargain for a wonderf
cover.

The next item (Figure 6) we
even heavier when mailed th
the one previous and it travel
in the opposite directior
Lemberg to Vienna. Dispatchu
on 13 June 1918, it weigh

Figure 6.
between 60 and 80 grams anc Overweight civilian letter sent to Vienna from Lemberg
required 13-kroner worth < displays all three stamps of the airmail set.

airmail stamps (Ik+3k fo
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This cover too is illustrated in tHeerchenbauer  because this was mail arriving from a foreign

Catalog, which describes it as very rare (RR!). country (Ukraine, independent since 22 January
The opening bid price was 700 euros but, 1918).

astonishingly, no bids were received for this item.

It was subsequently sold privately, presumably atBidding opened at 700 euros for this unique item
or slightly under the original asking bid. and ended at 1,400 euros.

Military Cover Kyiv to Budapest Civilian Cover Vienna to Kyiv

Another terrific item that appears in Figure 8 displays the crown jewel of the auctibn
Ferchenbaueris a stampless mailing from the and one of the most famous of all airmail covers
Imperial and Royal Military Commission in Kyiv (it again is illustrated ifrerchenbauer)This item
(purple indicia in the upper left comer) to the War traveled the entire route from Vienna to Kyiv. It
Production Joint-Stock Company in Budapest is one of only a few such covers known that was
(Figure 7). Mailed on 17 May 1918, the envelope not of a military nature. The franking on the
GLVSOD\V D SURPLQHQW UHC Cenvelope has 4 kroner worth of airmail stamps
inscription. Flown to Lemberg and then on to plus the 1.5-heller letter postage. Air postal rates
Krakau, the item was forwarded to Vienna by applied within the Austro-Hungarian Empire and
train and then sent to Budapest (18 May) viathere was no charge for the third leg (Lemberg-
regular mail (since airmail service to that city did Kyiv). This last stretch now made the flight an
QRW \HW H[LVW 7KH FLUFOtinternational one (since it was traveling to
initials may be censor markings applied at the Ukraine).

Vienna Main Post Office. The boxed violet

insignia on the front (ATIVZSGALVA / Z.ST./ The two airmail stamps display an unusual
BUDAPEST / ZENSURIERT) and the red- 3PL[HG IUDQNLQJ  EkKdmBrx¥alke WKH
lettered strips (Hadijog alapjan félbontatott.) on is of the first printing on gray paper, while the
the reverse are censor markings applied in th¢2.50-kroner is from a second printing on white
Hungarian capital. The censoring was performec (cream) paper. The plane carrying this item

Figure 7.
7KLV VWDPSOHVY PLOLWDU\ GLVSDWFK WUDYHOHG IURP .\LY 8NUDLQHTV FI
to the Hungarian capital of Budapest.
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turned back around Ostrau in Moravia (present- This extraordinary cover was estimated to be

day Czech Republic) due to fog and made cworth 2,250 euros and bidding began at 1,000

forced landing at Prerau when it ran out of gas. euros. Closing price was 2,400 euros.

The letter was then forwarded to Lemberg via

train. The final prices for all of the items from this
auction are a bit deceiving. A hefty commission

In Lemberg three censor markings were applied was added to all of the gavel prices; combined

D ER[HG LQVFULSWLRQ D 3 “with exchange fees, insurance, and postage, this

seal (on the reverse). All this effort because the added about 20% to the final cost.

letter would now be traveling further to a foreign

destination. | am happy to report that | was able to participate
in the auction and acquired three items for which
| bid - including some described above. Yes, | did

spend a considerable amount, but

the three covers now hold a

prominent place my exhibit on the

postal history of Lemberg.

Figure 8.
2QH RI WKH ZRUOGTV PRVW IDPRX
covers, this private (civilian) letter traveled
all the way from Vienna to Kyiv (most
correspondence between these two cities
consisted of military dispatches).
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