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The enslavement of Ukraine by its more powerful neighbors
and the intolerable economic and social conditions prevailing in
Ukraine forced thousands upon hundreds of thousands of Ukrain-
ians to emigrate to overseas countries in search of a better life. Once
established in the new lands, the Ukrainians began setting up their
own national, religious, social and cultural organizations and associa-
tions, quickly becoming a powerful factor not only in the development
of their new homelands, but mustering as well a powerful voice
in defense of their oppressed and exploited home country.

The population of Ukraine, according to official Soviet sources,
was 45,900,000 as of January 1, 1967, of which number the Ukrain-
ians constituted 77 percent or 35,343,000. In addition, at least 5,063,
000 Ukrainians, as per the same sources, (actually, according to
non-Soviet Ukrainian sources, some 8-9 million) live outside Ukraine
in other parts of the USSR.

There are about 450,000 Ukrainians in Poland, 118,000 in Czecho-
slovakia, 119,000 in Rumania, and 40,000 in Yugoslavia.

Ukrainians living in foreign lands, including their descendants,
may be divided into two principal groups:

a) Non-political Ukrainian Immigrants, who left Ukraine at
the end of the 19th and at the beginning of the 20th centuries mainly
for economic and social reasons—specifically, a better life, in such
overseas countries as the United States and Canada and the coun-
tries of South America;

b) Ukrainian Political Emigration, primarily former members
of the Ukrainian armed forces and Ukrainian government, (1917-
1920), professional men and women, students, and others, who left
Ukraine for political reasons. Not counting the Ukrainian political
emigration that left Ukraine after the defeat of allies Hetman Ivan
Mazepa and King Charles XII of Sweden at Poltava (1709), the
bulk of the Ukrainian political emigration left in two periods: 1)
after World War I (1920-1923), and 2) during and after World
War II (1941-1946).

At the present time Ukrainians are to be found on every con-
tinent.
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of the United States. A dozen Ukrainian Orthodox parishes are
supplemented by a number of schools and other organizations. The
Very Rev. Filimon Kulcltytsky heads the General Council of the
Ukrainian Autocephalic Orthodox Church.

As in all other overseas countries, Ukrainians in Brazil main-
tain many active social, cultural and political organizations. Promi-
nent since World War 1II is the Agricultural-Educational Union, which
publishes a Ukrainian-language weekly, Khliborob (O Lavrador).
In existence since 1947 is the Association of Friends of Ukrainian
Culture (Sociadade dos Amigos de la Cultura Ucrania): its organ
is the Ukrainian-language weekly Pratsia (Labor). The first group
is headed by Stepan Kobylansky, the second by Mykola Hets. Both
associations have several branches in the State of Parana, conduct
radio programs in the Ukrainian and Portuguese languages, and
publish books as well as newspapers.

Many Brazilians of Ukrainian descent serve in the state and
federal parliaments, the army and the administration.
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Alexander Shulhyn, and a number of generals (A. Udovychenko) and
other high-ranking Ukrainian officers.

But the most numerous group among Ukrainians in France af-
ter 1923 were workers from Western Ukraine. In 1930 their number
was placed at 35,000.

World War II brought in many Ukrainians, originally slave
laborers in Germany and France, and POW’s from the Soviet
armies, plus remnants of Ukrainian military units formed by the
German army. Finally, after World War II, some 5,000 Ukrainian
displaced persons and political refugees entered. Many of them
re-emigrated to Canada and the United States.

As of 1967 there are about 35,000 Ukrainians in France, includ-
ing a new generation born in France. They are concentrated in the
country’s great industrial centers: Paris, Melun, Metz, Thionville,
Algrange, Nancy, Strasbourg, Belfort, Lille, Roubaix, Arras, Gre-
noble, Le Creusot, St. Etienne, Clermont-Ferrand, Toulouse, Orleans,
Caen, and others.

Over two-thirds (24,000) of the Ukrainians are Catholics of
Ukrainian-Byzantine Rite under the jurisdiction of the Most Rev.
Volodymyr Malanchuk, Apostolic Exarch. The Ukrainian Orthodox
belong to the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church in Europe,
but they are administered by the General Church Administration,
headed by Serhiy Molchanivsky.

Of a number of Ukrainian national organizations, perhaps the
most prominent are Ukrainian National Unity, successor to the
Ukrainian National Union, organized in 1932, and the Union of
Ukrainian Workers in France, a social and trade union type of or-
ganization. Both groups have branches throughout France.

The Shevchenko Scientific Society in Sarcelles (since 1951)
constitutes the chief Ukrainian scholarly center not only for France,
but for the whole of Western Europe. It is here that the Ukrainian
Encyclopedia, under the editorship of Prof. Volodymyr Kubiyovych,
is being prepared for publication.

Among the publications are Ukrainske Slovo (Ukrainian Word)
in Ukrainian, and L’Est Europeen, Bulletin Franco-Ukrainien and
Echos d’Ukraine, in French.
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headed by the Most Rev. Augustine Eugene Hornyak. The Ukrainian
Orthodox belong to the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

The largest organization of Ukrainians is the Association of
Ukrainians in Great Britain, headed by Prof. Robert Lisovsky. It
encompasses the Ukrainian Teachers’ Association, the Ukrainian
Women's Association, the Taras Shevchenko Library Fund, the
Ukrainian Pedagogical and Cultural Commission, the Students’ Re-
lief Fund and the Invalids Fund.

The Association publishes a Ukrainian-language weekly, Ukrain-
ska Dumka (Ukrainian Thought), a review for the youth, Yuni Druzi
(Young Friends), and an English-language quarterly, Ukrainian
Review, and Vyzvolnyi Shliakh (The Liberation Path). It also main-
tains a network of branches and centers, schools, social clubs, chil-
dren’s camps and its own national homes.

Other Ukrainian organizations in Great Britain are the ‘“Federa-
tion of Ukrainians in Great Britain,” headed by Viacheslav Kochaniv-
sky, and the “Society of Supporters of the Ukrainian National Coun-
cil,” presided over by Vasyl Babytsky. There also is an Anglo-Ukrain-
ian organization, consisting of prominent English public figures,
journalists and parliamentarians who are sympathetic to the Ukrain-
ian cause and who publicize it through lectures, public statements
and its own organ, the Anglo-Ukrainian News, appearing in London.

Of all European immigrants, the Ukrainians were comparative
later-comers on the American scene. The great majority of them
came before World War I. They were followed by two waves, totalling
100,000, after World Wars I and II. These were displaced persons
and refugees who qualified under the DP law. According to reliable
estimates, today there are about 2,000,000 Ukrainians and their de-
scendants in the United States.

The principal centers of Ukrainian emigration fall in all the
great industrial states of the country—New York, New Jersey, Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, and In-
diana; and in the farm belt states of the Dakotas, Nebraska and
Minnesota. Many Ukrainians also are to be found in the western
and southern states.

Ukrainians in the United States have become wall integrated
and established. They possess a great number of Ukrainian fraternal
benefit associations, churches, social, cultural, economic and finan-
cial institutions; many choral, dance and dramatic ensembles and
circles and numerous youth and veterans’ associations, women's
organizations, and, above all, a number of great political organiza-
tions which faithfully reflect all the political trends and ideologies
existing among the Ukrainian people.

The Ukrainian fraternal organizations played a vital part in
the growth and development of the Ukrainian American community,
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A few Ukrainians entered this country after World War II.
The majority of the Ukrainian immigrants came between World
Wars I and II, hailing from Volhynia (then under Poland) and Car-
patho-Ukraine, then part of Czechoslovakia. Their number was esti-
mated to be 8,000 at that time. This number has decreased consider-
ably with the exodus of hundreds of Ukrainians to Canada and the
United States.

Among the best organized groups are the Prosvita (Enlighten-
ment) Association in Montevideo and the Vidrodzennia (Rebirth)
Association, grouping Ukrainian Catholics and Ukrainian Orthodox,
respectively.

As in Paraguay, the Ukrainian emigration in Uruguay was con-
stantly exposed to Soviet propaganda. Living in abject poverty, with
no hope for improvement, many of them in desperation decided tc
return to Ukraine in the early 1950’s.

No official statistics are available to indicate even the approxi-
mate number of Ukrainians in Venezuela. Most of them came after
World War II, and were erroneously listed as Polish, Soviet, Czecho-
slovak or Rumanian nationals, or as stateless. According to Ukrainian
sources, they numbered 3,500 to 4,500 in 1947-50. They settled mainly
in Caracas, Valencia and Maracaibo. Over 60 percent of them are
Catholic; the remainder, hailing from Eastern Ukraine, are Orthodox.

The Ukrainians here represent every shade of political thinking,
as is true of the ideological differentiation of Ukrainian political
groups everywhere.

The overall representative organization is the Asociacion de
Ucranianos en Venezuela, the only Ukrainian organization officially
recognized by the Venezuelan government.

Many Ukrainians have left Venezuela for other countries, no-
tably the United States and Canada.

Uruguay

Venezuela







Ukrainians who settled in the countries outside Ukraine, es-
pecially those in North and South America, have been completely in-
tegrated into the social, cultural and economic systems of these coun-
tries. As naturalized or native born citizens they contributed heavily
to the economic, industrial and spiritual growth of the lands which
gave them better opportunities and freedom. They serve in the armed
forces of their new fatherlands and sacrifice their lives in the event
of national emergencies, such as war and defense of country.

Yet, they are keenly aware of their national heritage and the
culture, tradition and history of their or their fathers’ countries
of origin.

In 1962, the late President John F. Kennedy, in a message to
the 8th Congress of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
stated:

...It is both natural and desirable that, while entering whole-
heartedly into their responsibilities as members of the American
community, those of our citizens who share a proud common heritage
should voluntarily join together in free association to honor that
heritage and to advance shared interests. It would be surprising and
also contrary to American traditions if our citizens of Ukrainian
descent failed to retain interest in their former homeland or to
show concern for the fate and future of Ukrainians there. . .

These are the precepts on which the Ukrainians in the free world
have been basing their cultural and political activities, one of which
is the World Congress of Free Ukrainians.
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