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ABSTACT

The Union for the Liberation of Ukraine was formed in
Austrian Galicia at the outbreak of World War I. The goal of
this organization was an independent Ukrainian state. The
Union, consisting of prominent socialist exiles from the
Russian Empire, was the first political organization to
articulate unequivocally the demand for Ukrainian statehood.
The exiles believed that through the defeat of Russia a
Ukrainian state could arise. For this reason, they supported
the Central Powers in the war against Russia.

The Union occupies a pivotal place in the history of
Ukrainian political thought. The political theories of the
Union represent a transition in the history of Ukrainian
political thought from social democratic and federalist
constructs to corporatist, stalist and separatist theories.
The Union was the first Ukrainian political organization to
adopt a realist approach to international affairs and the
first to elaborate on the place of Ukraine in the

international system.
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INTRODUCTION

On August 4, 1914 the Union for the Liberation of
Ukraine (Soiuz Vyzvolennia Ukrainy, SVU) was founded at Lviv
in Austrian Galicia. The SVU consisted of prominent
socialist exiles from Russian-ruled Ukraine. Their goal was
the formation of an independent Ukrainian state. This, they
believed, would be possible following the military defeat of
Russia at the hands of Austria-Hungary and Germany. In
pursuit of this goal the Union adopted a pro-Central Power
orientation. It launched large-scale information campaigns
in the capitals of Europe with the purpose of alerting
public opinion to the Ukrainian question and influencing
governments to adopt policies supporting Ukrainian
independence. The SVU was also responsible for a massive
organizational effort among the hundreds of thousands of
Ukrainians of the Russian army taken prisoner by the Central
Powers. The purpose of this effort was to develop cadres who
would become independent Ukraine's civic and military
leaders. To develop these cadres, the SVU sought to raise
the prisoners' level of national consciousness through
education and the formation of civic-minded organizations in
the prisoner-of-war (POW) camps. In addition to these
activities, the SVU tried to establish a network of
sympathizers behind the lines in the Russian Empire. On the

territories populated by Ukrainians and occupied by the



Central Powers, the Union tried to form Ukrainian
administrations. As a result of the SVU's efforts, a
Ukrainian school system was established on the occupied
territories, and numerous agents and agitators were sent
behind the lines to contact revolutionary circles in Kiev
and to promote independence. In 1917-1918 three infantry
divisions were formed from amony the Ukrainian POWs which
were sent to help the Ukrainian National Republic counter
the Bolshevik invasion of Ukraine. As a result of the SVU's
efforts, influential elites in Germany, Austria-Hungary,
Bulgaria and Turkey came to believe that Ukrainian statehood
should be an objective of their countries' foreign policies.
In spite of the scope of the SVU's activities and the
significance of its accomplishments, the history of the
Union has largely been ignored by historians.

The oversight of the Union for the Liberation of
Ukraine in the historiography of Eastern Europe is
surprising since the history of this organization is of
importance in understanding issues such as the rise of
Ukrainian nationalism, the war aims of the Central Powers,
the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, and the Ukrairian Revolution.
The history of the SVU also serves as an insightful example
of national liberation and revolutionary movements and their
sponsorship by great powers, and it contributes to an
understanding of international systemic processes in the

Balkan-Black Sea region. With dramatic changes in the
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international system in the post-Cold War era, the emergence
of a Ukrainian state and major disturbances in the Balkans,
new insight on historical international systems in this area
is timely.

In the context of Ukrainian history, the SVU's
significance lies in the role the Union played in the
development of Ukrainian political thought. It was the first
political organization to declare unequivocally its goal to
be the formation of an independent Ukrainian state. The
history of the SVU shows how the Ukrainian revolutionary
movement and its disparate currents in both the Russian and
Austro-Hungarian Empires moved from programs advocating
cultural autonomy to clearly articulated demands for
statehood. The history of the SVU serves as a window through
which to view changes in Ukrainian political thought from
the federalist ideas at the turn of the century through
social-democracy to statist, corporatist theories. Most
importantly, the members of the SVU were the first Ukrainian
realists in their approach to international affairs,
developing theories concerning Ukraine's place in the
international system. In its practical work, the SVU
contributed greatly to the development of the Ukrainian
state of 1917-1921, specifically in the formation of
military units from among the Ukrainian POWs and in the
information campaigns which the SVU conducted in various

European capitals which helped the Ukrainian National
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Republic receive diplomatic recognition from several
countries.

The history of the SVU and its relationship to the
Central Powers tells of the development and changes in the
foreign policies and war aims of the Central Powers and
contributes to a greater understanding of the negotiations
at Brest~Litovsk which led to the conclusion of a separate
peace on the Eastern Front. At the beginning of the war, the
Central Powers exhibited great intere-* and activity in
promoting national revolutionary movements among the peoples
of Russia. In 1915, Germany moved toward favouring social
revolution over national revolution in destabilizing Russia.
At Brest-Litovsk, both Ukrainian nationalists who had been
sponsored by the Central Powers and the Bolsheviks who had
also received such sponsorship, were represented.

The SVU provides insight into other national liberation
and revolutionary movements. During the First World War, the
SVU maintained close ties to other national movements of the
Russian Empire such as the Estonian and Georgian national
movements. The Union also had intriguing connections to
Lenin and other Bolsheviks, and its emissaries and agents
met with or were linked to individuals and groups such as
Mussolini and the Irish Sinn Fein. During World War I, the
Great Powers on both sides sponsored national liberation
movements among the aggrieved nationalities of their

enemies. The Central Powers sponsored Ukrainian, Polish,
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Caucasian and Baltic rebels from among the peoples of Russia
and the Irish and Indians of the British Empire. The
Russians sponsored the Czechs of Austria. And while the
Turks tried to raise the Muslims of the British Empire
against their British overlords, the British incited the
Arabs of the Ottoman Empire to revolt. Since the Great War,
the sponsorship of national liberation and revolutionary
movements by various states has been a common feature of
foreign policy behaviour. During the Second World War,
Germany again engaged in the sponsorship of aggrieved
nationalities as did the Allies. During the Cold war the
phenomenon manifested itself in the sponsorship of proxies
by the United States and the Soviet Union in numerous
theatres of conflict such as Latin America and Africa. More
recently, the use of the Kurds and the Shiites in the
Persian Gulf War shows that this practice continues to be an
important instrument of foreign policy.

The involvement of the SVU in the diplomacy of the
Balkan-Black Sea international sub-system is perhaps the
most relevant aspect of the Union's history to current
international problems. With the emergence of many new
states and conflicts in this region there is a pressing need
for ideas on creating a viable international sub-system in
tti1s corner of the world where historically there have been
aany conflicts. The SVU devoted much attention to the

Balkan-Black Sea region, and advanced many ideas on the role




of an independent Ukrainian state in providing a balance of
power in that area of Europe and Asia Minor.

The origins of the Union for "he Liberation of Ukraine
lie in the pre-war period when Ukrainian revolutionaries in
the Russian Empire were grouped around the tirst-ever
LUkrainian political party of the Russian Empire: the
Revolutionary Ukrainian Party (RUP). In 1904, a schisa
occurred in RUP which led to the formation of Spilka, the
Ukrainian faction within the Russian Social-Democratic
Labour Party (RSDLP), and the Ukrainian Social-Democratic
Labour Party (USDLP). From the time of the schism to the
time of the Balkan Wars, Spilka and the USDLP were
irreconcilable political competitors. By the outbreak of
war in 1914, the leading exiles of both organizations
reunited in the formation of the SVU. What brought about the
confluence of these two currents in the Ukrainian
revolutionary movement? The answer lies in the
transformation of the political thought of the exiles and in
the threat to Ukrainian identity posed by the prospects of a
Russian conquest of Austrian Galicia. Therefore, an
essential aspect in the founding of the SVU was the role
played by the Ukrainian Piedmont - Eastern Galicia. The pre-
war origins of the SVU will be discussed in chapter one of
the paper.

In August 1914 the SVU sprang into action very quickly,

developing a platform, establishing high-level contacts with




the governments of the Central Powers, sending agents and
emissaries to numerous capitals and behind the lines, as
will be seen in chapter two. Soon after the Union was
founded it started working among the prisoners of war. The
SVU's organizational efforts among the prisoners of war is
the central topic of chapter five. This activity continued
well into 1918 by which time the SVU had become preoccupied
with the revolutionary events in Ukraine which will be dealt
with in chapter six.

An issue of particular interest in the history of the
SVU is the nature of the relationship between the Union and
the Central Powers. In chapters three and four, a detailed
examination of the activities of the SVU and the behaviour
of the Central Powers toward the organization will bear out
the thesis that the Union for the Liberation of Ukraine was
not constrained in its decision-making or its activities by
the financial backing that the organization received from
the Central Powers. From its inception in August 1914 to the
organization's liquidation in July 1918, the SVU, in pursuit
of its independently devised program, spent most of it time
and effort trying to influence the political and military
decision-makers of the Central Powers, often in opposition
to Central Power policies. At no time was the SVU under the
control of any of the agencies of the governments of the

Central Powers. This reluntance to subordinate the SVU to

the Central Powers led to many difficulties in the relations




between the Union and government officials of the Central
Powers. In January 1915, the Austo-Hungarian government
ordered that the Union leave Austro~Hungarian territory and
tried to distance itself from the SVU. Relations between the
Central Powers and the SVU were further complicated by the
increasing tendency of Austro-Hungarian and German officials
to accommodate Polish aspirations throughout 1915-1916. With
the Poles and Ukrainians having conflicting claims on the
same territories, the Polish ascendence in the Central Power
planning for the post-war international order varied
inversely with Ukrainian influence and importance with the
Central Powers.

Several members of the Union published post-war memoirs
or accounts of the SVU, but these are all quite dated
interpretations of the history of the organization and none
is comprehensive or very detailed.x Of the secondary
sources that deal with this period, few give more than
passing mention to the Union. Those that do discuss the SVU
at length are tendentious.? Two studies stand out: Jerry

Hans Hoffman's unpublished 1967 PhD dissertation, "The

I, See for example, Oleksander Skoropys-Ioltukhovs'kyi, "Moni
*zlochyny',"” Khliborobs'ka Ukraina, zbirnyk, Nos. II, III, 1V,
(1920-1921), Vienna, pp.191-237. See also Volodymyr Doroshenko,
"Soiuz Vyzvolennia Ukrainy," 8 part series Svoboda, Nos. 149-156,
(1954), and Andry Zhuk, "Do istorii ukrains'koi politychnoi dumky
pered svitovoiu viinoiu: I Grupa °"Vil'na Ukraina,'" Vyzvolennia,
Vienna & Prague: Vol. 1, No. 2, (March 1923), pp. 30-43.

, See for example, Roman Rozdol's'kyi, “Do istorii "Soiuzu
Vyzvolennia Ukrainy,'"” Ukrains 'kyi Samostiinyk, six parts, Nos, 1-6
(531~536). (January-June, 1969).




Ukrainian Adventure of the Central Powers 1914-19i18," and

Dmytro Doroshenko's Z istorii ukrains'koi politychnoi dumky

za chasiv svitovoi viiny (From History of Ukrainian

Political Thought During the World War), published in
1936.7 Hoffman discusses the SVU, but his account is based
entirely on German and Austrian government archives to the
total exclusion of SVU materials. Hoffman is primarily
concerned with the issue of German war aims and deals with
the SVU only tangentially. The value of this study lies in
its interpretation of Austro-Hungarian and German foreign
policy behaviour which is well documented. Doroshenko's
study deals primarily with the political thought of Lev
lurkevych, a Ukrainian Social-Democrat. This book was based
largely on lurkevych's personal archive and contains many
insights into pre-war Ukrainian politics, the exile
community and the SVU's origins. 0. Fedyshyn in Germany's

Drive to the East and the Ukrainian Revolution, 1917-1918

briefly discusses the SVU and is an excellent source on
German-Ukrainian relations in the last years of the Firsot
world War.!

The paucity of secondary sources on the SVU in no way

reflects the availability of archival and other primary

3, Jerry Hans Hoffman, “"The Ukrainian Adventure of the Central
Powers 1914-1918," unpublished PhD. dissertation, (University of
Pittsburg, 1967). Dmytro Doroshenko, 2Z_istorii ukrains'koi
politychnoi dumky za chasiv svitovoi viiny, (Prague, 1936).

‘0. Fedyshyn, Germany's Drive to the East and the Ukrainian
Revolution, 1917-1918, (New Brunswick, New Jersey, 1971).
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sources on the Union. There exist several well-organized
collections of archival material dealing with the SVU and
many of the organization's numerous publications can be
found in libraries. The most important documents and many
SVU publications are in the Andry Zhuk Collection at the
Public Archives of Canada.’ Zhuk was an activist of the
Revolutionary Ukrainian Party (RUP), a General-Secretary of
the USDLP and a member of the four-person SVU Presidium.
This collection contains hundreds of volumes of notes,
diaries, correspondence, reports, financial statements,
manuscripts and publications, much of it concerning the SVU
directly. In this archive there are also many official
documents and publications issued by the Union. Another
collection which is pertinent to the study of the SVU is the
Batchinsky Collection at Carleton University.6 Batchinsky
was one of the SVU's representatives in Switzerland and
editor of the SVU-funded La Revue Ukrainienne. In addition
to these sources there are German and Austrian archives that
cover this period and relations between the Imperial

Governments and the SVU.7 These archival sources were the

. The Andry Zhuk Collection, MG 30, C 167, Manuscript
Division, Public Archives of Canada. Hereafter cited as Zhuk
Collection.

5. The Batchinsky Collection, Special Collections, MacOdrum
Library, Carleton University. Hereafter cited as Batchinsky
Collection.

. Politisches Archiv of the German Foreign Office in Bonn,
the Bundesarchiv in Koblenz, the Deutchsches Zentralarchiv in
Potsdam and the Haus-, Hof-, und Staatsarchive of the
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basis of several much debated studies published in the 1960s
concerning German war aims and some researchers addressed
the issue of SVU-Central Power relations using these
archives.! The documents in European archives have been
used in this study only to the extent that they have been
made accessible through secondary interpretations, notably

Hoffman's dissertation and through published collections.!

Osterreichisches Staattsarchiv in Vienna.

8., Franz Fischer's Germany's Aims in the First World War, (New
York, 1967) was the subject of much debate. There are several
Cerman-language studies of the SVU including Wolfdieter Bihl,
"Osterreich-Ungarn und der “Bund zur Befreiung der Ukraina',” in
Festgabe fur Hugo Hartsch zum 70 Geburstag, pp. 505-526 and Helga
Grebing, "Osterreich-Ungarn und die “Ukraine Aktion' 1914-1918,"

Jahrbucher fur Geschite Osteuropas, VII (1959, pp. 270-296.

9. z.A.B. Zeman, ed., Germany and the Revolution in Russ

1915-1918: Documents from the Archives of the Gersan Foreign
Ministry., (London, 1958).
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CHAPTER I -- ANTE-BELLUM, 1900-AUGUST 1914

The origins of the Union for the Liberation of
Ukraine lie in the period 1900-1914 and in the political
ideas of the Ukrainian exile community in Eastern Galicia.
Every member of the Union had a background of revolutionary
activity in Tsarist Russia and was forced to seek refuge
from the repression that followed the Revolution of 1905.
Most of these activists spent some time in Western Europe
before gravitating toward Lviv in Eastern Galicia which was
widely regarded at that time as the centre of the Ukrainian
national movement - the Ukrainian Piedmont. The pre-war
experiences of the individuals who would later constitute
the SVU provide the background to the genesis of the Union.
An examination of the political biographies of these people
also gives a good indication of the motivation behind the
formation of the SVU, its policies and activities.

The ideas of the SVU have their origins in the changes
that occurred in the Ukrainian social-democratic movement
before the First World War. There were four members of the
top decision-making body of the SVU - the Presidium: Marian
Melenevs'kyi, Oleksander Skoropys~Ioltukhovs'kyi, Andry Zhuk
and Volodymyr Doroshenko. All four had been members of the

Revolutionary Ukrainian Party (RUP) before it split into the
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Spilka faction of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party
(RSDLP) and the Ukrainian Social-Democratic Labour Party
(USDLP). Melenevs'kyi and Skoropys went on to become leading
members of Spilka while Zhuk and Doroshenko occupied top
posts in the USDLP.

RUP was founded in Kharkiv in 1900 by a group of
students together with prominent Ukrainian activists such as
Daytro Antonovych and Mykhailo Rusov.l It was a
conspiratorial party whose aim was the unification of
various generations and classes in the struggle for national
rights and social revolution.? From its inception RUP was a
divided party. In 1902 a small faction of the party led by
the fiery nationalist Mykola Mikhnovs'kyi left RUP to fora
the Ukrainian National Party. By 1905 another split
signalled the end of RUP. This was when Spilka broke away
and RUP subsequently transformed itself into the USDLP.
Initially the national question had been of great concern to
RUP. By 1905 there was an intense debate within the party
over the question of nationality policy within the context
of the social democratic movement. The majority led by

Mykola Porsh, and his associates the writer Volodymyr

!. The most comprehensive and authoritative study of RUP,
Spilka and the USDLP up Lo 1907 is George Boshyk, "The Rise of
Ukrainian Political Parties in Russia, 1900-1907: With Special
Reference to Social Democracy," Unpublished D.Phil Thesis, (Oxford
University, 1981).

!, orest Subtelny, Ukraine: A History, (Toronto, 1988), p.294.




14

Vynnychenko and the journalist Symon Petliura, both of whom
would go on to lead governments during the period of
Ukrainian statehood 1917-1921, argned that RUP should be a
national party combining nationalism with Marxism. The
foremost spokesperson and principal financial backer of
Spilka — Marian Melenevs'kyi, wanted RUP to become an
autonomous branch of the RSDLP which would represent all
workers and peasants in Ukraine regardless of nationality.
During the Christmas holidays of 1904 RUP held a conference
at Lviv where the differences between the two factions
proved insurmountable. Shortly after the meeting, the
faction favouring unification with the RSDLP left RUP to
form Spilka. Spilka had a status within the RSDLP similar to
that of the Jewish Bund. RUP activists who joined
Melenevs'kyi in Spilka were Petro Kanivets', Victor
Mazurenko and Oleksander Skoropys-Ioltukhovs'kyi.3

Most RUP members stayed with the old organization. At a
December 1905 conference RUP transformed itself into the
USDLP, with Andry Zhuk being elected General-Secretary of
the Central Committee of the USDLP.! The other SVU
Presidium member, Volodymyr Doroshenko, was also a prominent

USDLP member contributing many articles to the party press.

3, p. Doroshenko, pp. 3-4.

‘, Myron Momryk, "A Biography of Andry Zhuk," The Andry Zhuk
Collection, MG 30 C 167, Public Archives of Canada, Manuscript
Division, Finding Aid No. 1663, (Ottawa, 1986), p. viii.
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Several issues from the 1900-1914 period are pertinent
to the history of the SVU. First, what were the ideological
and tactical differences between Spilka and the USDLP?
Secondly, what circumstances made possible the
reconciliation of the exiles of the two groups in the SVU
and led to their adopting a position advocating
independence? And lastly, what ideological factors made
possible the cooperation of Ukrainian social-democrats with
the Central Powers?

Spilka, according to its statute, was “a part of the
RSDLP with the goal of organizing the Ukrainian-speaking
proletariat."S It was a Menshevik faction.6 Spilka
maintained that the social and economic emancipation of
workers of all nationalities would end the oppression of one
nation by another. During his Spilka days, Skoropys wrote
that "efforts must be made to make the proletarian-peasant
masses politically and socially conscious, but the masses’
national Ukrainian identity will, so to speak, remain just
that: Ukrainian."! This view came from one of the most
prominent Ukrainophiles in Spilka. Many other members were
either indifferent to the question of national rights or

principled opponents of the Ukrainian national movement.

5. p. Doroshenko, p. 21.
5, Subtelny, p. 297.

1. 0. Skoropys—-Ioltukhovs'kyi, Nash Holos, 1911, vol X1-X11 p.
511, as cited in D. Doroshenko, p. 8.
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According to the historian of Spilka, Arnol'd Rish, after
Spilka had been integrated with the Southern Provincial
Bureau of the RSDLP, it was intended that the organization
would become an all-Russian body that would unify work among
the peasantry not only in Ukraine but across the Russian
state.!

During the Revolution of 1905, of all the Ukrainian
parties, Spilka was the most dynamic, effectively mobilizing
peasants for strikes and demonstrations.? The apex of
Spilka activity occurred in 1906-1907 when several members
were elected to the Second State Duma.! According to O.
Hermaize, "the widening of Spilka's activities fatally tore
it from its Ukrainian base, sending it along the line of
all-Russian (obshche russkoi) work and culture."!!
Gradually Ukrainophiles such as Melenevs'kyi and Skoropys
gravitated toward the positions of the USDLP. “It could not
have been different," Hermaize wrote, when "local Spilka
organizations which often were made up of non-Ukrainians,

along with the centre [of the RSDLP] could fight not only

with Ukrainian petty-bourgeois radicalism, but also with the

8. Arnol'd Rish, "Ocherki po istorii “Spilki", Letopis’
Revoliutsii, No. 3(12), (May-Jume 1925,) pp. 99-107.

5. subtelny, p. 297.

10, They were: Kyrienko, Vovchyns'kyi, Fedorov, Humenko,
Sakhna. See D. Doroshenko, p. 22.

i, Hermaize, 0., Narysy z istorii revoliutsiinoho rukhu na
Ukraini, (Kiev, 1926), p. 280, as cited in Doroshenko, p. 23.
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very idea of Ukrainian renaissance."l? During the post-
revolution reaction, Spilka was devastated by police
infiltration. In 1907 almost all of its Supreme Committee
was arrested and by 1908, Spilka had all but ceased to
exist. That same year Melenevs'kyi, also known by his party
alias as Basok, tried to resuscitate Spilka from abroad. The
Vienna-based newspaper Pravda, in its first three issues
appeared as an organ of Spilka before Lev Trotsky overruled
his editorial colleague Basok and removed the Spilka label
from its masthead.!’ After a few more false starts,
Melenevs'kyi issued the last official document to come out
in the name of Spilka in 1912. By this time many of its
members had gone over to Russian social-democratic
organizations and to the Jewish Bund. The Ukrainians for the
most part drifted back to the USDLP.M

During the period 1906-1914, the USDLP adopted the
German social-democratic Erfurt program adding to it a point
advocating autonomy for Ukraine.! The party programs
called for "a separate parliament with legislative powers on

those internal affairs which affect oniy those people who

2, 1bid., p. 23.

13, Rish, Letopis' Revoliutsii, No. 3(12), (May-June, 1925),
p. 99.

¥ p. Doroshenko, p. 24.

5, Por anm interpretation of the ideology of the USDLP and
Spilka, see Boshyk pp. 311-334 and D. Doroshenko p. 25. For the
Erfurt program, see Karl Kautsky, The Class Struggle. (Erfurt
Program), translated by W.E. Bohn, (New York, 1971).
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reside on the territory of Ukraine."!® This did not mean
complete independence, only autonomy within a federal
Russia.

The Stolypin repression of 1907-1908 affected the USDLP
almost as badly as Spilka. Local party organizations fell
apart and many members went into European exile. In the
summer of 1909, the publication of the newspaper Pratsia,
under the editorship of Damytro Dontsov, Volodyayr Doroshenko
and Andry Zhuk represented an effort at revitalizing the
USDLP, but factionalism persisted. Two prominent meabers of
the party, Mykola Porsh and Lev Iurkevych, labelled the
paper "opportunistic” and "liquidatoristic.” In 1910,
however, Iurkevych overcame his criticism of Zhuk and
Doroshenko and cooperated closely with theama. In this year
the USDLP newspapers Pratsia and Robitnyk stopped
publication and the party decided to publish a new
periodical, Nash Holos. The paper was financed by the
wealthy Iurkevych. In the following year, the two Spilka
leaders, Melenevs'kyi and Skoropys, returned to the fold and
took part in the work of Nash Holos. lurkevych stopped
funding this paper at the end of 1911 and aside from the
formal acceptance of Spilka members in the USDLP, the party

in effect ceased to function.!! as Volodyayr Doroshenko

., p. Doroshenko, p- 5.

7, 1bid., p. 26.
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commented, "everything went quiet."“ Iurkevych then came
up with the idea to publish a legal journal in Kiev. Early
in 1913 his plan was realized and Dzvin appeared on the
political scene. This publication united the most prominent
members of the Ukrainian intelligentsia including Dmytro
Antonovych, Iulian Bachyns'kyi, Volodymyr Vynnychenko,
Svitozar Drahomanov, Dmytro Dontsov, Petro Diatlov, M
Kotsiubyns'kyi, V. Levins'kyi, Symon Petliura, V.
Sadovs'kyi, V. Stepaniuk (also known as Oksen Lola), Mykola
Trotskyi, Lesia Ukrainka, M. Khvylia, Iurkevych and
Melenevs'kyi, Skoropys and Volodymyr Doroshenko. Among its
non-Ukrainian contributors there were A.V. Lunacharsky and
P. Axelrod.!

Writing in Dzvin, Iurkevych case out against the "old
petty bourgeoisie" (staromishchanstvo) represented in his

eyes by the publications Rada and Ridnyi Krai and against

the "new petty bourgeoisie"” typified by Dmytro Dontsov's

Literaturno—Naukovyi Vistnyk and Petliura's Ukrains‘kaia

Zhizn' .2

Seeking to engage the Russian social-democrats of the
Bolshevik faction in the work of Dzvin, Iurkevych, in the
name of the editors of Dzvin, turned to G. Zinoviev who in

turn passed along the message to Lenin then resident in

8, Ibid., p. 27.
B 1bid.. p. 30.
0 1pid., p. 30.
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Krakow in Western Galicia.!! According to a letter sent in
March 1914 from Zinoviev to Levins'kyi, the official editor
of Dzvin, the Bolsheviks were very interested in negotiating

with Dzvin regarding Bolshevik cooperation with the

publication. They were particularly encouraged by
Iurkevych's pledge to oppose the "liquidators” since this
was Lenin's priority at the time. Lenin, however, in a
postscriptum to the letter noted his displeasure with the
“separation of Ukrainian workers in a separate social-
democratic organization."22

During the period July 1913 - August 1914, Lenin
appears to have been preoccupied with the issue of Ukrainian
separatism and in his articles and correspondence the matter
takes on a sense of urgency. In December 1913, he published
his "Critical Notes on the Nationalities Question” in which
he attacked bourgeois nationalism and the "strengthening of
nationalist leaning among various 'national’ s-d{'s]."23 In
this article Lenin reserved especially harsh criticism for
Iurkevych and Dontsov. In February 1914, in an article in
Put' Pravdy, Lenin discussed a Duma speech by Savenko, the

spokesperson for the Black Hundreds, in which Savenko

attacked "Mazepism" and decried the "Ukrainians linking

N 1bid., p. 31.

21 zinoviev's letter D.Doroshenko, p.33. Lenin's post-scriptum

in ibid. and in V. I. Lenin, Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 5th ed.,

Vol.

48, (Moscow, 1964), p. 283.

B Lenin, Vol. 24, p. 115.







